
The Shannon Sheme (1924 - 1937) 
 
 

1.  Think-­‐Pair-­‐Share:	
  
In	
  the	
  1920s,	
  Ireland	
  produced	
  very	
  little	
  electricity	
  compared	
  
with	
  other	
  European	
  countries.	
  
Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  this	
  was	
  the	
  case?	
  Record	
  ideas.	
  
	
  

Think	
   Pair	
   Share	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   	
  

	
  
2.  Why	
  did	
  the	
  government	
  undertake	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  hydro-­‐electric	
  

power	
  station	
  at	
  Ardnacrusha,	
  Co.	
  Clare?	
  
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	
  

 
 
 
 



3.  Watch	
  the	
  Video	
  https://vimeo.com/232961626	
  
	
  

a)  Based	
  on	
  the	
  evidence	
  in	
  the	
  video	
  clip,	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  that	
  the	
  
Shannon	
  Scheme	
  was	
  a	
  costly	
  project	
  for	
  the	
  Irish	
  Free	
  State?	
  
Explain	
  your	
  answer.	
  
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	
  
	
  

b)  Do	
  you	
  think	
  the	
  project	
  could	
  have	
  been	
  undertaken	
  by	
  the	
  
Irish	
  Free	
  State	
  alone?	
  Why	
  was	
  German	
  
assistance/collaboration	
  needed?	
  	
  
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	
  

 
c)  Based	
  on	
  a	
  second	
  viewing	
  of	
  the	
  video	
  clip,	
  what	
  evidence	
  can	
  

you	
  find	
  to	
  suggest	
  that	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  the	
  Shannon	
  
Scheme	
  was	
  a	
  significant	
  achievement	
  for	
  the	
  Irish	
  Free	
  State?	
  	
  
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	
  


