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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Module Descriptors

The context for change

In line with Circular 0070/2020 four revised Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) module descriptors are
to be introduced to Fifth Year students in September 2021. Each of these module descriptors can be
accessed at www.curriculumonline.ie
The four module descriptors and their timetable for introduction are outlined below.

Revised Leaving 
Certificate
Applied Module
Descriptors

English and
Communications

Mathematical Applications

Introduction to Information
and Communication
Technology

Introduction to Information
and Communication
Technology: Specialism

Original
Implementation
Date

September 2020

September 2020

September 2020

September 2020

Revised
Implementation
Date

September 2021

September 2021

September 2021

September 2021

First Leaving
Certificate
Examination

June 2023

June 2023

June 2023

June 2023

The documents on the links below are useful to understand the processes behind, and reasons for, the adoption
of these revised module descriptors:

•       Framework for Junior Cycle 2015
        https://www.ncca.ie/media/3249/framework-for-junior-cycle-2015-en.pdf

•       Digital Learning Framework (2017)
        https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/en/Planning/Digital-Learning-Framework/Digital-Learning-
        Framework-Post-Primary.pdf

•       Literacy and Numeracy Strategy 2011-2020
        https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Literacy-and-Numeracy/Literacy-and-
        Numeracy-Learning-For-Life.pdf

•       Looking at our schools 2016
        https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Inspection-Reports-Publications/Evaluation-Reports-
        Guidelines/Looking-at-Our-School-2016-A-Quality-Framework-for-Post-Primary-schools.pdf

•       STEM Education Policy Statement 2017-2026
        https://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/STEM-Education-Policy/stem-education-policy-
        statement-2017-2026-.pdf

•       Wellbeing Policy Statement and Framework for Practice
        https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/wellbeing-policy-statement-and-framework-
        for-practice-2018%E2%80%932023.pdf

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0070_2020.pdf
https://www.ncca.ie/media/3249/framework-for-junior-cycle-2015-en.pdf
https://www.ncca.ie/media/3249/framework-for-junior-cycle-2015-en.pdf
https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/en/Planning/Digital-Learning-Framework/Digital-Learning-Framework-Post-Primary.pdf
https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/en/Planning/Digital-Learning-Framework/Digital-Learning-Framework-Post-Primary.pdf
https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/en/Planning/Digital-Learning-Framework/Digital-Learning-Framework-Post-Primary.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Literacy-and-Numeracy/Literacy-and-Numeracy-Learning-For-Life.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Literacy-and-Numeracy/Literacy-and-Numeracy-Learning-For-Life.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Literacy-and-Numeracy/Literacy-and-Numeracy-Learning-For-Life.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Inspection-Reports-Publications/Evaluation-Reports-Guidelines/Looking-at-Our-School-2016-A-Quality-Framework-for-Post-Primary-schools.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Inspection-Reports-Publications/Evaluation-Reports-Guidelines/Looking-at-Our-School-2016-A-Quality-Framework-for-Post-Primary-schools.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Inspection-Reports-Publications/Evaluation-Reports-Guidelines/Looking-at-Our-School-2016-A-Quality-Framework-for-Post-Primary-schools.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/STEM-Education-Policy/stem-education-policy-statement-2017-2026-.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/STEM-Education-Policy/stem-education-policy-statement-2017-2026-.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/STEM-Education-Policy/stem-education-policy-statement-2017-2026-.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/wellbeing-policy-statement-and-framework-for-practice-2018�2023.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/wellbeing-policy-statement-and-framework-for-practice-2018�2023.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/wellbeing-policy-statement-and-framework-for-practice-2018�2023.pdf
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Key Messages

PDST Supports for Introduction of Englisn and Communications
Descriptors

Below are the key messages for this seminar:

Implementation of the module descriptor will be supported by a programme of Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) provided by the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST). The provisional
CPD schedule can be seen below:

LCA English and Communications CPD
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S E S S I O N  1 :  9 . 3 0  -  1 1 . 0 0

English and Communications  Module Descriptor

3, 2, 1 Reflection on Reading of Module Descriptors

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/a5c09aee-6a17-4251-80e0-6c21a3ef6244/LCA-English-and-Communications.pdf
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Vision for Student Learning in LCA English and Communications
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S E S S I O N  2 :  1 1 . 1 5  -  1 . 0 0

Teaching, Learning and Assessment Activity

Please record below the Very Important Points (VIPs) from your assigned section of the
module descriptor.

Refer to Pages 12 - 18 of your descriptor.

Module section

Rationale

Key Skills

Teaching and 
Learning

Differentiation

Page number

12

14

17

18
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Planning for teaching, learning and assessment in 
English and Communications

Unit 5: Journeys - Finding our way.
Learning outcome 3:
The student will be able to:  Draft, edit and redraft a written piece of text.

Consider the learning outcome above and the action verbs it contains.

1.   What teaching and learning approaches could you use in supporting all students 
      to attain this learning outcome? (N.B. Differentiation)
       (Refer to glossary of action verbs below to support you in planning for the depth of 
       treatment to strive for.)

2.   What associated resources could you use?

3.   How can you facilitate student choice in your teaching, learning and assessment 
      approaches?



 

 

 

 

 

Verb  

Analyse 
study or examine something in detail, break down something in order to bring out the 
essential elements or structure; identify parts and relationships, and interpret 
information to reach conclusions  

Apply 
select and use information and/or knowledge and understanding to explain a given 
situation or real circumstances  

Appreciate recognise the meaning of; have a practical understanding of 
Calculate obtain a numerical answer, showing the relevant stages in the working  
Classify group things based on common characteristics 

Compare 
give an account of the similarities and/or differences between two (or more) items or 
situations, referring to both/all of them throughout  

Conduct to perform an activity 

Consider 
describe patterns in data; use knowledge and understanding to interpret patterns; make 
predictions and check reliability  

Demonstrate 
prove or make clear by reasoning or evidence; illustrating with examples or practical 
application  

Describe 
develop a detailed picture or image of, for example, a structure or a process; using words 
or diagrams where appropriate; produce a plan, simulation or model  

Design to conceive, create and execute according to plan  
Develop to evolve; to make apparent or expand in detail  

Discuss 
offer a considered, balanced review that includes a range of arguments, factors or 
hypotheses: opinions or conclusions should be presented clearly and supported by 
appropriate evidence  

Evaluate 
(data) 

collect and examine data to make judgments and appraisals; describe how evidence 
supports or does not support a conclusion in an inquiry or investigation; identify the 
limitations of data in conclusions; make judgments about ideas, solutions or methods  

Evaluate 
(ethical 

judgement) 

collect and examine evidence to make judgments and appraisals; describe how evidence 
supports or does not support a judgement; identify the limitations of evidence in 
conclusions; make judgments about ideas, solutions or methods  

Examine 
consider an argument or concept in a way that uncovers the assumptions and 
relationships of the issue  

Explain give a detailed account including reasons or causes  
Explore observe, study, in order to establish facts  

Formulate express the relevant concept(s) or argument(s) precisely and systematically  

Identify recognise patterns, facts, or details; provide an answer from a number of possibilities; 
recognise and state briefly a distinguishing fact or feature  

Illustrate use examples to describe something  
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Verb    

Interpret use knowledge and understanding to recognise trends and draw conclusions from given 
information  

Investigate 
observe, study, or make a detailed and systematic examination, in order to establish facts 
and reach new conclusions 

Justify give valid reasons or evidence to support an answer or conclusion  

Measure quantify changes in systems by reading a measuring tool 

Model 
generate a mathematical representation (e.g., number, graph, equation, geometric 
figure); diagrams; physical replicas for real world or mathematical objects; properties; 
actions or relationships  

Organise to arrange; to systematise or methodise  
Outline to make a summary of the significant features of a subject 

Plan to devise or project a method or a course of action  
Produce to bring into existence by intellectual or creative ability  
Research to inquire specifically, using involved and critical investigation  

Review 
to re-examine deliberately or critically, usually with a view to approval or dissent; to 
analyse results for the purpose of giving an opinion  

Recognise 
identify facts, characteristics or concepts that are critical (relevant/appropriate) to the 
understanding of a situation, event, process or phenomenon  

Reflect to consider in order to correct or improve  
Use apply knowledge or rules to put theory into practice 

Verify give evidence to support the truth of a statement 
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Source: https://www.jct.ie/perch/resources/science/action-verbs-2-2.pdf

https://www.jct.ie/perch/resources/science/action-verbs-2-2.pdf
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S E S S I O N  3 :  2 . 0 0  -  3 . 3 0

William Ernest Henley - 1849 - 1903

https://poets.org/poet/william-ernest-henley
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How to plan a unit of work activity

Plan for a unit of work that will provide stimulating and valuable learning experiences for
your LCA student using the poem Invictus as your stimulus.

1.   How will you integrate reading, writing, listening and oral elements into your 
      approach?

2.   What teaching strategies will facilitate this?
      Why have you chosen this particular strategy?
      How will this chosen strategy enhance teaching and learning for your LCA students?
      You may use the teaching strategy cards provided for this exercise, but you may also 
      select strategies not on the cards.
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Active Teaching Methodologies
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(Active Learning Workbook, page 77 - An Integrated Approach to Learning, Teaching
and Assessment www.pdst.ie/publications).

https://pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Integrated%20Approach_0.pdf
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D A Y  2
S E S S I O N  4 :  9 . 3 0  -  1 1 . 0 0
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S E S S I O N  5 :  1 1 . 1 5  -  1 . 0 0
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Quick Write Activity
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S E S S I O N  6 :  2 . 0 0  -  3 . 3 0
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A D D I T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S



38

Teaching, Learning and Assessment in LCA English & Communications



39

Teaching, Learning and Assessment in LCA English & Communications



40

Teaching, Learning and Assessment in LCA English & Communications

NCCA Glossary of Terms (NCCA, 2019)

Learning Outcomes
Learning outcomes are statements in
curriculum specifications to describe the
knowledge, understanding, skills and values
students should be able to demonstrate after a
period of learning.

Learning Intentions
A learning intention for a lesson or series of
lessons is a statement, created by the teacher,
which describes clearly what the teacher wants
the students to know, understand and be able
to do as a result of the learning and teaching
activities.

Success Criteria
Success criteria are linked to learning intentions.
They are developed by the teacher and/or the
student and describe what success looks like.
They help the teacher and student to make
judgements about the quality of student
learning.

Ongoing Assessment
As part of their classroom work, students
engage in assessemnt activities that can be
either formative or summative in nature.
Teachers assess as part of their daily practice by
observing and listening as students carry out
tasks, by looking at what they write and make,
and by considering how they respond to, frame
and ask questions. Teachers use this assessment
information to help students plan the next steps
in their learning. Periodically, this assessment
will be in more structured, formalised settings
where teachers will need to obtain a snapshot
of the students progress in order to make
decisions on future planning and to report on
progress. This may involve the students in doing
projects, investigations, case studies and/or
tests and may occur at defined points in the
school calendar.

Formative Assessment
Assessment is formative when either formal or
informal procedures are used to gather
evidence of learning during the learning
process, and used to adapt teaching to meet
student needs. The process permits teachers
and students to collect information about
student progress and to suggest adjustments to
the teacher’s approach to instruction and the
student’s approach to learning. Assessment for
learning covers all aspects of formative
assessment but has a particular focus on the
student having an active role in his/her learning.

Summative Assessment
Assessment is summative when it is used to
evaluate student learning at the end of the
instructional process or of a period of learning.
The purpose is to summarise the students’
achievements and to determine whether and to
what degree the students have demonstrated
understanding of that learning by comparing it
against agreed success criteria or features of
quality.

Features of Quality
Features of quality are the statements in the
short course/subject specifications that support
teachers in making judgements about the
quality of student work for the purpose of
awarding achievement grades for certification.
As success criteria are closely linked to learning
intentions and based on the day-to-day
processes in the classroom, student learning will
gradually come to reflect the requirements set
out in the features of quality which are used for
assessment and reporting purposes.
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NCCA Formative Feedback Statements

Source:  NCCA Focus on Learning (2015) Workbook 3: Formative Assessment, NCCA: Dublin, p. 7.
https://ncca.ie/media/1925/assessment-booklet-3_en.pdf

https://ncca.ie/media/1925/assessment-booklet-3_en.pdf
https://ncca.ie/media/1925/assessment-booklet-3_en.pdf
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