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9 Lesson 10 & 11

Read through pages 20-23.

Emphasise how while a feature article is always focused on a

Features specific topic it also generally has theme or a message.
Tutorlal Get the class to look at the examples on pages 21 and 22. Ask them
Pages: to identify in general terms what topic the articles seems to be
examining and maybe to guess what they think the main message
might be. The headlines and photos are already indicating these
& to them.
After these pages have been read each student should take a
newspaper and do the following:
Optional: Features Tutorial
1. Write down the name of their paper and date published.
. 2. Identify a feature article in their paper.
4£0-80 minutes + 3. Write down the headline/ sub head and byline.
4. Break the article down using the following prompts:
+ What topic is the article focusing on?
+ How does it try to catch the reader’s attention at the
start?
« Isthere colourful, descriptive language or is it more
Han.dout for informative and factual?
analysm.g TR + How does the feature article end? (Is there a quote, a
Articles. ) i i
PDF to print/ punchline, does it draw a conclusion or refer back to the
photocopy opening?)

+ Was there some kind of hook or angle to the feature
article that caught your attention?
+ Were many quotes used? If so from what sources?

After each student has read and analysed a feature article by
themselves they could then compare their analysis in pairs and
feed back to the group.
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http://presspass.ie/workbook/analysing-features.pdf

Feature Article Tutorial

1. Write down the name of your paper and the date of publication..

2. Identify a feature article in your paper.
3. Write down the headline/ sub head and byline (if they are all there)
Headline:

Sub Head:
Byline:

4. Break the article down using the following prompts:

+ What topic is the article focusing on?

« How does it try to catch the reader’s attention at the start?

« Is there colourful, descriptive language or is it more informative and factual? Give examples to illustrate
your opinion.

WWW.presspass.ie @newsbrandsirl




« How does the feature article end? (Is there a quote, a punchline, does it draw a conclusion
or refer back to the opening?)

« Was there some kind of hook or angle to the feature article that caught your attention?

« Were many quotes used? If so from what sources?

In pairs or small groups decide the following:

- Decide which feature article you think had the best opening and explain why.

« Choose which article you preferred on the basis of the topic and the message..

 Compare the way your articles ended. Decide which was your favourite ending and explain why.

+ What type of extra information was given or who was quoted?

WWW.presspass.ie @newsbrandsirl




Tutorial

feature?

The main differences between a feature and a

news story are style and length.

Whereas news is straight-up factual and strictly
structured, features are longer, more analytical

and softer focussed.

Features can vary widely, from fashion to
diet fads, celebrity profiles to human interest
stories. They can accompany a news story, or
in most cases they have their own section in

newspapers and magazines.

riting a feature affords the

journalist the luxury to use

more colourful, descriptive
language. In addition, a feature
story doesn't have to follow the
conventional structure of a news
story, i.e. the most important part of
the story at the top of the article.

With a feature, once you catch

the reader’s attention from the
start, you can then build to the
climax, or the main point, and work
around that with descriptions or
important information on the topic.

It is a common style for journalists
to start a feature with a very
graphic, descriptive introduction
to draw in the reader, building the
information slowly but surely, and
then round it off nicely, letting

the reader feel satisfied that

they know all they need about

the subject by the last line.

Some writers end lighter stories

E with a funny line at the end,

others with a knock-em-dead
punchline - a ‘shock’ tactic.

Others finish with a technique of
referring back to the line at the
start and ‘tying it up nicely".

As well as offering journalists a
greater range of writing styles,
feature pages also offer real scope
to page designers.

Some of the best looking pages in
newspapers and magazines are
often the features pages because
the design rule book is thrown away.

The pages are meant to be colourful
striking and controversial, firstly to
hook the reader, and secondly to
differentiate the features section
from other parts of the paper.

The hook for a feature is often a
news story - the story behind the
story as it were.

ACTURE: STEVE HUMPHREYS

[ ]

SP g

muy final fronte’r

y Shaw has success{"uﬂ'y cqmbn;:?mg
aking space exploration inter

in;
the ultimate goal — becf)sr:i\:) ng
on an interplanctary miss

a, Dr Niamh
1 herself m:
her sights set o
US meets alady

i jence and dram
-1 talents in both scienc e
W‘;‘sl:‘\}:ms and carved a uniaue ca:ﬁ:as
ber . one. Butthe Dundalk *wm\“‘c\] ast
“ e::t?;naut Here, DARRAGH MCMY
an 3

MAGAZINE 30
16 RisH INDEPENDENT WESKEN®

I

June 2018

Headline
Catchy headlines

help grab the attention

T RIS TIVES
Sy 22,207

10 World News

Escaping Boko Haram: the rpother who hid
her daughter in a ditch for nine months

Zainabeu Hamayaii faked
mentalllness to deter
Istarmist miltants from
searching for her eldest girl

China under pressure to
allow Nobel laureate’s

North Korea shrugs off sanctions
‘ widow move al

pace since 1999

For people
who aspire
‘ to inspire.

ra verdict

Thai court to deliver Shin




4 Sanartist? De Niamh Shaw
o seep oo
She,as it happens, s both

e a woman on a mission, again in the
literal sense: Niamh Shaw wants 10 go

i

o sl st e v
e Inever et
very child ges the wonder of the

possible”. She'd become *distracted
subconscious;

Gream reuseato de.

e adt g t o Lie I In the meantime,

m. i, though, .
+ their reltion: realised ['was a
Ship with sci-

banges,  COMBINA TION u/l)orlr

performing sk
in that I have no FEAR
of people

dissolved, made from
: will proteins”

eyl ik abot ourpace Shewason s corseof academi, nd
inspace, why we are here,our existence, _that, Niamh says,
the purpase of el of i of péople Bt o, s, there was always

i 5 PRIy  vors mision

for a few years. The

andspent some tme .
working on her frst s

aseminal moment of clar

me figure out where I'm

Corkinvoling some of tht ' most
he Eeryman, the Granary,

o had Sdied partile phsics
CERandwhie

s About

TSy drwom e ity it
g cmension, Uil

thatledto

I was looking at d)muumns 1o help

o g0

it my e she sys.The f
Gimension concerns possblites and

Throughout her teens and twenties, - something missing” On geting her doc-

Niamh kept igie and eading hem orte, she ook a niversyJob, deng o Bide — you put yourslf through ke
packasan. b

< that “astronaut” “really wa
alotof pol

it gives you the

adeci
St isces into two. You

Butas Milton

. yourfourthdimensonal

o of chofces made. S by ine st

ong1s the way and Hcking and Jockeving o onding s 1
" hers has

erself that a ca- - a erossroas
Bt one oo thing about doing & Feting

/,

Engaging

years, and in the arly No
‘nvolved in the theatre scene in

She'd always been a ereative child,

R ting plays, performing for family 1o the oth
shesays. T ortaost my lovefoc iy and tiend. &s an it N
. sy which " Niar at. been “acting on and off in

timeswhen i

it

i yous aecaions, and b e o

So for that show 1 looked at all these

ecision that pt me
ona dsent my fourti-
mensondiscin s ifeent drection >

50 June 208 WEEKEND MAGAZINE IRISH INDEPENDENT 17

Content

and

informative

4

s :"\.‘r'“ﬁf“"““éf{w‘;m

= ::1““ Thopewe’ L
Wit ADVANCED the parade

WS obserced, to something £
that's COMPLETELY
immersive .

from somethingto be

o mentone

o o k.

i et

'"’m“»lm ot gt et

e e s

JSeature

»

Say;the girl whostayed
search, or worked

Out of this world:
Niamh has had an

teres nspace

ctiv
ever sinco she

the Earthrise petures,

taken in 1968

andlined upaload ofsence fetion mov-
fes, things that made me feel like I was

going to space. And I started to get really
s el embarmased and w
Iwasn'tan

of essay-type questic

s and, if you

s ttothe net rfid, crinsive
gical and

pevchol

ihe meantine,

pLoi
i For her
next 3

o Space,

she got onto
ESAS edu-
cation and £
outreach

office, which
brought _her
in contact witl

sone to Blackrock
Cor

he
ow had
tle Observatory

The
day will come
when they realise the funded by
nportance of putting an e
RTIST or communicator & Suman
p on the International
Space Station

they returned to their communities
1 taught some of them how to out-
reach”

A few went on to
take part ina sim-
ulated Mars mis-
sion in Utah,

clement to
their applica-
tion, so asked

passion and making
space travel happen.

tint, nnd heat and

il she has
carved out a carcer

tor cator
i o naionsl Space Saon,
oF a pemanent habiat n the moon,or
ultimately on a journey to Mars. I can
0, and then return to explain it. Youd
imgine foryard hinkingpeople would
— 1

oy s At 50 it e 4
apprenticeship at the moment.”

I was accept-
. B net simiatea
ission was in srael, wi

about Niams drea
her artistin-residen

She spent a year|
producing 7o Space
She travelled to ES;

They also made

esearching and
r Dublin Fringe.
‘Technology and

K-

e reconded o i do She s, T
bout these Mars

‘missions. I seem to be able to make it
essible 1o the public. This was

S w\lld pursie?
She's also done a Zero Gravity flight
in Rt el i & covi o

an, with a fierce courage and single-
indedress. T day b, orjob include
her work with Blac)

contributions, p\\bl\c n\lk: " ol
discussions,and hsting STEM related
crents, amang  wid dersity of other
rjects. She ectured i Japen and ot
"TEDS,been Nonoured by Presilent Hig
gins and is the Dublin point of contact
for I lands atona Space Weck ter

ttonat

ik  big e
In that moment, Niamh realised: “If
1 don't de hing about this, it will

in 2014, people loved
Culture Ireland supy

it “kept touring™
e the hov,

in Tt was great,
and when I came back and shared the
footage, it made people realise how

haunt me for the rest of my life. This unre-

with people, especia
lite

over 30,

And I realisea:
T'm really on to something here.
en

laest
ases ehibiion i taiy, s

{rom June 32 t0 September
S’ s not he oly I
with their sights trained on the stars
ayo scentst, Norah Paten, a doctor

Tfelt 1 had no ch

o keep o

be Tm 100 0ld to be

Sothentwas nl

estion of, how
d

Either I get there, or|
andied it 1

ake up one day

UL,
oneol T3 puripantsin Prjec oSSOM

1 seem o be ble

ot pping resi o becone s
naut. For one thing, you must be a US

Niamh wasn't “seriously pursuing this

“Next came & sehol
ermatonal Space

e Studes Prog
Pattmership w
s o arai ]

ship for the In-

 many ofthe

o el i mformation . vy 4
people an hear . They et he vu\mm
bility of what

Mesosphere —
naat taining programme which takes
place n Foida next October)

5, Niamh ccepts, & 101 1

er i thestec show, Dy o/ a
Martian Bee-keeper, was insp

trobiologist

al ESAS Astro-
ihe unsung,

Inade some huge persona serifices: 1
lveslone e very ewoutgoings Every
penny I m: the next trip, the
next mission. mm-pped my it down

Selee dentally,include: a degree
I cogincerig o alonceor ehtarpiot
experience; overall good state of health;
the ability to swim;

M

She was the onl
towards the end of tf
contribution to one.

hirtist there, but
programme, her
roject convinced

“the

heroes. The astronaut is just the tip of
the pen; the really interesting people
are those who do.all the work to make it

fig-

The application also contains “tonnes

25 IRISH
NETO

way1
think about their f

made them
tribution when

thousand:
and thousands of them, sharing the same

Design
Colourful graphics
and panels are
very effective

EXCLUSIVE: WE RE\IEA IF I

Salary: of E160KTO! buyinposl
partof Dublin. bul]usimlnlmum
wage will getyouapadin Leitri

eWe're at, point where
1o easy fixes are lef left?

® wace

T'S Gi

@ avaHouse prGE
@ voRTaAGE P
Py

G T8N
@ wiceToRENT

peoplecntt o' they ont e the
luxury of being able to change their life
mid-trcam. 5o 140 honou shat — and
realise how lucky I am to be able to
pursue this”

niamhshas e

S

{EAPER TO RENT OR BUY
ré-

Sy |

PRICED OUT
OF MARKH .

i":}ﬁﬂl il

Lt

it ‘Ei n

i




o

Tutorial
HIV Interrupted

By Scarlett Rodrigues
Dominican College, Galway.

The tiny red Fiat turns the city
centre corner and slows to

a stop in front of me. | open

the door and am met with a
beaming smile, the driver, John,
matches the size of the car. We
first met in Paris where, with a
shared love of art, we bonded
during the mandatory Louvre
visit.

Today we are delivering “Brass
Munkie's”, a quarterly publica-
tion he draws all the artwork
for by hand. Thinking we might
stop so | can interview him,
John tells me “driving is my best
hobby” so we continue through
inner city Dublin while he talks
about his life.

Four mornings a week he
teaches tai chi before teaching
an art class then heading to the
other side of the city to work on
Brass Munkie. A busy man, but
so calm you would never know.
From his quiet, seemingly shy
voice, you would never imagine
his great acting achievements.
Chatting happily about grow-
ing up in inner city Dublin and
the family coal business. His
demeanour changes and the
56 year old grins when hetalks
about his wife — good memories
must come to mind. He tells me
they are lifelong friends who
grew up on the same street and
have been together nearly 40
years. Her parents didn't ap-
prove of their relationship, but
in his own words “love is blind
and it was meant to be.” The
couple now have two children
and four grandchildren.

In the nineties, John went

through a rough patch —as
many young men do. For him,
this meant drugs and resulted
inaddiction. He was among
the first group of people to be
diagnosed with HIV in Ireland.
In his quiet voice, with eyes
fixed on the road ahead, John
tells me of the day in 1992 he
and his wife satin a councillor's
office and were told about his
positive status. He ran outside
and even in the open space

felt the world closing in on

him. Not only was he shocked,
but frightened. People weren't
educated about HIV in 1992 and
John thought he probably only
had one year to live. The news
sent him into a spiral and his
addiction became the focus. He
felt he needed an escape from
reality and drugs provided this.
In 2003, over a decade after
being diagnosed, John started
treatment. It was called a “cock-
tail” and he took around 20
tablets a day with massive side

effects. Today, after living with
HIV for more than twenty-five
years, John takes two tablets a
day and the virus is no longer
detectable in his system: This
just shows how far we have
come in HIV/AIDS treatment,
and how much it has improved
the lives of the millions of peo-
ple who live with it.

Asking how HIV impacts his

life now, John explains that the
virus itself has no impact, how-
ever, the stigma around it is still
strong. He would like to see im-
proved education, starting with
schools. He hopes his grand-
children will be taught using
evidence and not scare tactics
when the topiciis discussed in
their classrooms.

We pull over to delivera handful
of the magazines to a respite
centre for people with HIV and
John tells me many young peo-
ple are still in the dark about
how it is contracted and scared
of touching a person with
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HIV. The sadness in his eyes
highlights why we need proper
education in schoals, so the
next generation can make sure
there is no stigma and people
will know the facts.

As we take the final turn before
getting out of the car | thank
him for his openness and
honesty. When we learn about
HIV at school, teachers don't
tell us that this can happen to
anybody;, or that people can live
long healthy lives and have HIV
undetected in their system for
many years.

John is not only my friend but
an extraordinary person and
spokesperson for people with
HIV. He has taught me that HIV
is far from being a life sentence
and that he can still do all the
things he loves.

It's not possible to know if
someone has HIV by looking

at them. In Ireland approxi-
mately 7000 people live with
HIV and the European Centre
for Disease Control estimates
a further three in ten people
living with HIV don't know their
status. With these figures and
an average of ten people being
diagnosed each week, there is
a chance some of my friends
have a positive status. To them
I'say, | chose you as my friend
and will support you to live the
life you choose.
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Press Pass Judging Panel

Many news reporters struggle with the freedom of the
feature article, and vice versa with feature writers who
are asked to report on a news story.

They are two very different disciplines, and
few manage to straddle both sides of the
"_-i\ journalism divide with equal success.

Think of the feature article like a short
story mixed with a parable - it should
be entertaining, colourful but
with important information to
convey.

V How much space do
| have?

1 V What exactly do |

want to include/
exclude?

What is my deadline?

Make notes on the
structure of the
article - the main
points of the story
you wish to get
across, and in what
order. And cross them
off as you write them.

« Look at your chosen
theme carefully. Consider
the questions suggested
and attempt to answer
some of them.

« Start with the important -
get all the essential details

in the opening paragraphs.

» As with news, include all
the essential details - the
who, what, where, when
and why.

V Always read over your

article at least twice,
do a spell check, and
make sure all unusual
words, names,
website addresses,
phone numbers and
place names are
correct.

V Don't vary from

the word count
suggested, at least
not by more, or less,
than 50 words.

B Always try to find an
original angle, or hook,
for your feature. Because
features allow you more
freedom, you have an
opportunity to be more
adventurous.

« Use plenty of quotes. If
they are not quotes you
gathered yourself, make
sure you detail the source
of where they are from.






