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Lessons 3 & 4

Read through the brief points on news and how it can be 
defined on page 8: 
Have a quick discussion to elicit their opinions on the definition 
used here and on the importance of facts, accuracy and 
balance within the news. 
The covers of the papers and their news stories on pages 8 and 9 
can be referred to here where suitable. 

Pages 10 and 11 explain the structure of a news story, the 5Ws, 
using very straightforward examples. 
After these have been read, either silently and independently, 
or with the group as a whole each student should take a 
newspaper and do the following...

Optional: Analysing the News Tutorial: 

1. Write down the name of their paper and date published.
2. Identify a news story in their paper.
3. Write down the headline/ sub head and byline.
4. Summarise the story down into the 5Ws using bullet points.

Options for discussion/ analysis: 

• In pairs they could analyse which of their headlines was the
most factual or sensationalised.

• They could compare the way in which the 5Ws were used i.e.
in which order did they come?

• They could establish what extra information was given or
who was quoted.

• Finally they could decide which of the two stories they
thought was more interesting or better written saying why
they made that choice.

• Each pair could feed back to the class.

The News
Pages:

News Tutorial
Pages:

10-20 minutes
(depending on length of discussion)

40+ mins
(more time can be allocated to this 

task or it can be kept to a minimum)

4

98

10 11

Material to be used

Cl
ic

k 
to

 do

wnload!

Handout for 
analysing 

News Stories 
Handout. 

PDF to print/ 
photocopy

http://presspass.ie/workbook/news-tutorial.pdf


Quinn says he will address 

IBRC concerns over funds

Evolve your business collaboration with the most powerful global communications 

platform. Unlock the future of collaboration with Blueface and Star2Star.

1 Million Global Users

42 Countries Across 5 Continents

Served by 400 Staff in 8 Offices

One Focus: Our Customers

Vol. 31. No. 10

March 11-12, 2018                                               
           businesspost.

ie                                               
      Price €3.40

PAC to recommend a ‘sunset 

clause’ for banks’ tax amnesty

Questions remain on 12-week abortion window 

BY TOM LYONS

Bankrupt, imprisoned - but 

now back. Sean Quinn, the 

tycoon who was once Ire-

land’s richest man, has said 

his new betting business is 

just one part of his family’s 

“fightback”, adding that he 

also harbours ambitions to 

make a return to the man-

ufacturing and hospitality 

industries.
In an exclusive interview 

in today’s Sunday Business 

Post, the businessman also 

revealed that the former 

Anglo Irish Bank had raised 

queries about the funding of 

QuinnBet, amid an ongoing 

battle between the bank and 

his family over alleged inter-

national asset-stripping.

He said the family had 

addressed those issues, and 

would give further informa-

tion to the courts if required.

Outlining an ambitious ex-

pansion plan for the business, 

Quinn said it was also his in-

tention to return to the world 

of business. 
“I never considered throw-

ing in the towel. This is one 

part of my family’s fightback,” 

he said.
Quinn, who lost his billions 

on an ill-fated investment in 

Anglo, said his new betting 

business now had 10,000 

customers, and had turned 

a profit within the first six 

months. “The indicators 

are that QuinnBet can be a 

tremendous success,” said 

Quinn, who was jailed in 2012 

for contempt of court.

“I am delighted to be back 

in business, albeit it is a dif-

ferent business that I would 

have ordinarily been associ-

ated with. 
“However, I recognise that, 

properly managed, it can be a 

huge opportunity.”

Full story: page 3
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AND HUGH O’CONNELL

The Dáil’s most powerful 

committee is to recommend 

changes to the law which cur-

rently allows some banks to 

pay no corporation tax for the 

next two decades. 

It comes as Fianna Fáil and 

Sinn Féin are increasing pres-

sure on the government to 

change rules that allow banks 

to write off boom-time losses 

against tax. 
Public Accounts Committee 

(PAC) chairman Sean Fleming 

told The Sunday Business Post 

he would include a call for a 

‘sunset clause’ in a landmark 

report set for publication after 

Easter. If such a measure is 

made law, banks will not be 

able to write off their historic 

losses against tax for a period 

greater than ten years.

“They’re now highly prof-

itable, they should be making 

a contribution,” Fleming said. 

“When the taxpayer bailed out 

the banks, we put in whatever 

we put in. Now they’re getting 

a second bailout by putting in 

another subsidy by not having 

to pay corporation tax. This 

is a new cost to the taxpayer 

above the original bailout.” 

The government has ex-

tended the period of the 

bank levy, which is designed 

to recoup some of the state’s 

recession-era bailouts of the 

sector. However, Fianna Fáil 

to page 4

BY SUSAN MITCHELL

When is a woman 12 weeks 

pregnant? The government 

has yet to decide exactly when 

the 12-week abortion win-

dow should begin.

In other EU countries that 

have legalised abortion in ear-

ly pregnancy, the start date 

of a pregnancy is either the 

date of conception or the date 

of the pregnant woman’s last 

menstrual period - typically 

two weeks before that.  

A 12-week time period that 

begins at conception would 

usually fall 14 weeks after a 

woman’s last menstrual pe-

riod, for example.

A spokesperson for Minis-

ter for Health Simon Harris 

said that the level of detail, 

surrounding the start time, 

had “yet to be determined”.

The European arm of the 

US-based Centre for Repro-

ductive Rights said practice 

varied throughout Europe.

“Across the 36 European 

countries that allow abor-

tion on a woman’s request, 

the most common starting 

point for the relevant time 

limit is LMP [last medical 

period]. However in some 

European countries the start 

date is conception,” according 

to the Centre for Reproductive 

Rights.
“In some of these 36 coun-

tries the law explicitly indi-

cates whether the legal time 

period runs from LMP, or  

from the later point of con-

ception. However, many of 

to page 4
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B
ankrupted. Imprisoned. 

A business that em-

ployed 8,000 people 

lost. Another man might 

have been broken. But 

Seán Quinn sr is not any 

ordinary man. 

Quinn recently 

turned 70 and is now a grandfather, but 

he has lost none of the astonishing de-

termination that helped him build from 

scratch an empire that at one stage made 

him the richest man in Ireland. 

Six months ago, Quinn returned to 

business with a new online gambling 

venture called QuinnBet. He has not 

spoken in detail before of his plans for 

the business, nor has he said much of 

his hopes for the future.

Quinn is unable, for now, to discuss the 

circumstances of how he lost his fortune 

after Anglo Irish Bank collapsed, or his 

battle with his former bank since then, 

because of ongoing legal cases. 

We start by discussing QuinnBet, the 

new business he founded and chairs. It 

is a family business, with his son Sean 

Quinn jr as chief executive. Sons-in-

law Stephen Kelly and Niall McPartland 

serve as chief financial officer and chief 

compliance officer respectively, while 

Quinn’s youngest daughter Brenda is 

operations manager.  

]]]

Tom Lyons: How has trading been for 

QuinnBet to date? 

Sean Quinn: While we have done very 

little traditional advertising, trading has 

been very strong, not just here in Ire-

land but also in Britain, which is hugely 

encouraging. Our unique offers, which 

are focused on giving more back to our 

customers, have proved very popular and 

we are working hard towards providing 

the best customer service in the industry.

TL: How are you finding the betting 

market? 

SQ: The start was a big challenge be-

cause it’s well known that the industry 

is very competitive, and it’s difficult to 

carve out a niche. Thankfully, with more 

than 10,000 customers and the company 

having turned a profit within the first six 

months, the indicators are that QuinnBet 

can be a tremendous success, but we 

are far from complacent and continue 

to work hard to grow our market share.  

TL: QuinnBet launched as a sports 

betting business. How is this doing and 

how is its new casino product going?  

SQ: Quinn Casino was launched last 

September, and we are very encouraged 

with its performance to date. We have a 

wide variety of games from the leading 

suppliers in the industry and we are see-

ing steady growth. The casino currently 

accounts for approximately 20 per cent of 

our revenue but our aim is to increase on 

this in the medium term. The majority of 

our promotional spend goes on free bets 

and bonuses to our customers. Simply by 

betting with QuinnBet our customers get 

either a free bet every week or up to 25 

per cent back of weekly losses. No other 

bookmaker gives as much back to their 

customers.   

TL: Outside its base near the border in 

Ballyconnell, Co Cavan, has QuinnBet 

been able to expand into the North and 

the rest of the Republic? 

SQ: We have always received great 

support in the border region, howev-

er it historically has only represented 

a small part of our business. The insur-

ance, healthcare, hospitality, glass and 

manufacturing businesses covered the 

entire island of Ireland together with a 

significant presence in Britain. 

Thankfully, the support for the brand 

name still stands, and we are determined 

to continue to build further on that. We 

would like to thank all those for their 

kind wishes, as well as the many com-

panies and individuals who have offered 

us support in this new venture.

TL: Does the company have any plans 

to hire more people? 

SQ: Yes, we have plans to increase 

our staff numbers in both Cavan and 

Dublin which will happen in line with 

growth. We are always looking towards 

improving our product and will shortly 

be introducing live streaming of horse 

and greyhound racing and expanding our 

existing markets to cover US racing. We 

are also looking at adding a new lottery 

product.

TL: What is the competition like? 

SQ: It is a hugely competitive industry 

with frequent new entrants to the market 

offering a huge array of free bet/bonus 

options.  We however are confident that 

we can be very successful if we stick to 

our philosophy of providing an excellent 

product coupled with the best service 

and value to our customers.

TL: The former IBRC is currently 

pursuing the Quinn family for money 

allegedly held overseas. Has the former 

IBRC tried to interfere with, or find out 

more about, QuinnBet? 

SQ: IBRC has raised certain queries, 

and we have addressed those queries 

and, obviously, will address any further 

queries if the court requires this. 

TL: Would QuinnBet ever open a 

physical shop versus being online only? 

SQ: We have no plans to open a retail 

shop at present, but it is something which 

could not be ruled out.

TL: How involved are your family in the 

business?

SQ: Certain of the family are assist-

ing with the new venture as is a team 

of external staff and our partners FSB 

Technology in London [a company that 

designs and makes risk management 

software for betting websites]. The family 

would like to be more involved and in-

tend to be, going forward. However, the 

ongoing litigation brings with it certain 

commitments which can divide their 

time. Thankfully, I have always been in 

a position to put a good team together, 

and I am confident that this business 

will be no different.

TL: Do you feel happy to be back in 

business with QuinnBet after so many 

years in limbo?

SQ: Yes, I am delighted to be back in 

business, albeit it is a different business 

that I would have ordinarily been asso-

ciated with. However, I recognise that, 

properly managed, it can be a huge op-

portunity.

TL: In the past you have founded many 

businesses as well as acquiring others. 

Do you see yourself founding other 

new businesses or acquiring others?

SQ: Insofar as the more traditional 

businesses that I am associated with 

such as manufacturing and hospitality, 

I remain very much interested in those 

businesses and still have strong ambi-

tions there.

TL: After QuinnBet was launched, some 

people criticised you for founding a 

betting business considering how much 

you personally lost on Anglo during the 

crisis. What would you say to them? 

SQ: I would much prefer to be con-

tinuing owning and managing the Quinn 

Group businesses I founded which, in the 

three years leading up to the crash, were 

producing profits of €500 million per 

annum. I was always innovative in start-

ing new businesses and always looked 

for high returns, and there certainly was 

an element of risk to some of those ven-

tures. I never considered investing in a 

blue-chip state regulated bank as risky 

comparable to many of those previous 

investments.

TL: What checks does QuinnBet have 

in place to prevent problem gambling? 

Is this an issue you are particularly 

sensitive to?

SQ: We take the whole issue of respon-

sible gambling very seriously, and we 

have a variety of safeguards built into 

our product to assist any customer where 

gambling might be an issue for them.

TL: Do you see QuinnBet as growing 

organically, or would you ever consider 

raising outside capital to expand?

SQ: The plan is to grow the business 

organically.

TL: Did you ever consider throwing in 

the towel after everything that has 

happened to you? 

SQ:  No, I never considered throwing in 

the towel. This is one part of my family’s 

fightback.

TL: In the long run, how will history see 

you as an entrepreneur? 

SQ: I hope I will be recognised for the 

huge creation of jobs and industry in 

one of the most deprived areas at the 

time in the country, as opposed to my 

unfortunate investment in Anglo, which 

was supposed to be a blue-chip bank 

company regulated by the state.

THE RETURN OF 

SEAN QUINN
“I never 
considered 
throwing in  
the towel”
Once the richest man in Ireland, with group 

businesses that produced profits of €500 million  

a year, Sean Quinn is back in business with an 

online gambling venture that, he says, has  

turned a profit in its first six months

Tom Lyons

Sean Quinn jr: chief executive of his 

father’s new business  Courtpix

Sean Quinn: ‘I am delighted to be 

back in business, albeit a different 

business than I would ordinarily 

have been associated with’

Picture: Courtpix

What is the job of a 
journalist?
Even in the age of 24-hour news cycles, 
digital platforms and social media, the key 
function of a journalist remains the same - 
gather the information and present it fairly 
and accurately.
The key for any journalist is to give an 

accurate and balanced report of whatever 
they are working on and whatever platform 
they are reporting on - print or digital.
If a criminal is gunned down in broad 

daylight, it’s the job of the journalist to tell 
the reader what happened, who it happened 
to, how it happened, why it happened and 
when it happened.
If you answer those fi ve key questions, then 

99 times out of 100, you’ve done your job 
properly.
Remember, news is supposed to be fair, 

accurate and balanced – it’s not your view on 
what’s happened, not what you think might 
or should have happened. It’s what actually 
happened – the facts of which you have 
checked, and double checked.

Do
Do: Make your story interesting and 
relevant.

Do: Always check your facts. Credibility 
is the most valuable asset to a reporter.

Do: Be balanced - always give both sides 
of the story.

Do: Use lots of quotes. People love 
reading what other people say.

Don’t
   Don’t: Start your news articles with a 
question. Stick to the basic introduction 
formula and you can’t go wrong.

Don’t: Editorialise - news stories are 
fact not opinion. It is not your job to 
argue a point of view, or sum up with 
your opinion. Just present the facts 
and let the reader draw his/her own 
conclusions.

Don’t: Get fl owery - keep your sentences 
and paragraphs short. 

Don’t: Use lots of heavily descriptive 
language. When you’ve fi nished, go 
through the entire story and try to 
remove any words that aren’t completely 
necessary.
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We’re all the liberal elite now
T HEY said the polls

were probablywrong. It could be
another Trump or
Brexit. It would be

closer than we thought. And

they were right. The polls

were wrong. But it wasn’t

a shy No that was lurking

out there, it was a shy Yes.

The people of Ireland did

not rebel against the liberal

elite. We are all the liberal

elite now. Or two-thirds of

us, at least.It used to be that there

was this mythical beast

called Middle Ireland that

was apparently ignored by

the wife-swapping sodo-

mites of RTE and the rest of

the liberal D4 media. Middle

Ireland was allegedly a place

that was more conservative

than trendy media types

allowed, and its voice was

rarely heard. And now
and again, the myth went,

Middle Ireland would rise

up, and its voice would be

heard. And it reared up this

time alright, but it roared

Yes. It roared for change.

Not so much a quiet revo-

lution, as a firm resolution,

that whatever their own feel-

ings on abortion, the Eighth

was causing too much hurt.

A gay Taoiseach could

have been a fluke. And gay

marriage a once-off. But now

there’s a pattern. Women,

men, old and all those young

people showed us there is

a new Middle Ireland. And

it is a Middle Ireland that

knows that a gay person in

the family, or an abortion,

are not things that happen

to other people. These are

their sons and daughters,

their brothers and sisters,

their mothers, their friends.

And sure we’re all liberal

when it comes to our own.

The Iona Institute and

their gang will blame the

media, the politicians, every-

one. They like to say their

voice is not heard, that they

represent a silent majority

of conservatives out there.

But, it seems, they don’t.

Their voice was heard this

time, but the silent majority

disagreed with them. And

they will claim it is tyranny

by the majority, but it’s not.

It’s just democracy.
But being liberals, we

should mind to be tolerant

of the one-in-three. They

are not bad people. They do

not hate women. They just

see things differently. And

this will be hard for them.

And indeed it’s not easy for

many of the 70pc either,

who agonised over what was

the right thing to do. The

two-thirds who constitute

the liberal elite should try

and accord the one-third the

same respect liberals accord

to all other minorities.
And maybe the old might

start according a bit more

respect to the young now,

too. Let’s stop dismissing

them as a generation of

entitled narcissists. It’s their

country now. They own the

future, so let them shape

it. And let them fix the

mistakes of their parents,

and make their own new

mistakes.It’s not a day of triumph

for many perhaps, but a day

of quiet relief. And it’s not

over yet. To quote Rita Ann

Higgins, “Ireland is chang-

ing mother/Tell yourself, tell

your sons.”

BRENDAN O’CONNOR

n 66pc-34pc VOTE IN FAVOUR OF RIGHT TO CHOOSE nABORTION LAWS TO BE ENACTED BY YEAR END

IRELAND has decided by a

massivemajority to repeal the

Eighth Amendment, at once

ending a long divisive debate

about the availability of abor-

tion services and ushering in

a new era of a woman’s right

to choose.In a seismic outcome to

a contentious referendum,

people across the country

have voted in record numbers

and at an unforeseen scale

to remove the controversial

constitutional amendment

which recognises the equal

right to life of themother and

the unborn.The Government will now

introduce legislation which

will, among other measures,

allow for abortion without

restriction up to 12 weeks

of pregnancy without specific

indication.As the scale of the referen-

dum result — Yes 66.4pc to

No 33.6pc — became appar-

ent several politicians who

opposed the proposal im-

mediately announced they

would not oppose the will of

the people and would now

support the newRegulation of

Termination of Pregnancy Bill.

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar

described the astonishing poll

result a “quiet revolution” and

promised the new legislation

would be enacted before the

end of the year.The Taoiseach described

the result as: “The day Ireland

stepped out from under the

last of our shadows and into

the light.“Today, we have a modern

Constitution for a modern

people.”

The emotional victory for

women’s rights was celebrated

the length and breadth of the

country as it became clear

voters were strongly influ-

enced by the personal stories

of those affected by the Eighth

Amendment.An RTE exit poll confirmed

the powerful personal testi-

monies of womenwho bravely

spoke out during the cam-

paign was one of the most

influential factors in securing

a Yes vote.Minister for Health Simon

Harris, who spearheaded the

Government’s campaign, said

he would seek permission at

this Tuesday’s Cabinet meet-

ing to immediately begin leg-

islating for abortion.
During emotional scenes at

the referendum count centre

in Dublin’s RDS, Mr Har-

ris said: “Under the Eighth

Amendment, women in crisis

pregnancy have been told

take the plane, take the boat...

today we tell them, take our

hand.”
The father of the late Savita

Halappanavar, who died after

being refused a termination,

said Irish voters had done

justice to his family, and said

the new abortion legislation

should be called after his

daughter.“We are really, really happy.

We have one last request, that

the new law, that it is called

‘Savita’s law’. It should be

named for her,” Andanappa

Yalagi said.By yesterday afternoon,

thousands of Yes voters had

gathered in Dublin Castle to

celebrate a resounding victory

where supporters openly wept

The power of women
Philip Ryanand Kevin Doyle
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pregnancy, with 34% opposed (-2)
and 22% undecided (+1).Support for abortion beyond 12

weeks in cases of fatal foetal abnor-
mality or where there is a risk to
the mother’s health remains
strong at 59% (+1) compared with
21% (-1) opposed and 20% unde-
cided (unchanged). These slight
rises are within the margin of
error, but the five-point increase
for “yes” is statistically significant.

“The most remarkable feature
of the 2018 Behaviour & Attitudes/
Sunday Times abortion referen-
dum polls has been the complete
lack of movement in voting inten-
tion between February, March and
April,” said Ian McShane, execu-
tive director of B&A.“All three polls essentially con-

firmed that just under a quarter of
the electorate was undecided as to
how they would vote, with the bal-
ance split between 60-40 and
65-35 in favour of repeal. The evi-
dence is that there has been a
marked swing towards the “yes”
side among urban voters over the
last three or four weeks, with no
shift whatsoever in voting inten-
tion among the rural electorate.”In April, 50% of urban voters

Shauna Bowers 
It would be hard to toast Britain’s
happy couple more enthusiasti-
cally than the crowd at the Conrad
hotel in Dublin. By the time Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle took
their vows at 12.35pm, the 180
spectators in the five-star hotel had
already drunk nine bottles of
Beefeater Pink gin and 35 bottles of
champagne.Robin Miller and Sherry Wat-

son, two Delta Air Lines hostesses,
came to Dublin from New York just
to see Irish people enjoy the royal

wedding. “It is such an honour to
share such a special occasion with
the Irish. It’s not the same in the
US, and we wanted to feel the
excitement,” said Miller. “I specifically requested a flight

to Ireland this week so I could
attend. We just love the royals.”They were not the only ones. When Prince Harry appeared on

screen, the crowd in the Conrad
erupted into applause. Their enthusiasm for the groom

was evident throughout the
ceremony, with some guests
screaming “Marry me instead,

Harry” and “I love you Harry”.
When the newlyweds walked
down the west steps of St George’s
Chapel in Windsor, many of the
women in Dublin were dabbing
their eyes. “We’re all so obsessed with their

fashion but this is even more
interesting,” said Alison Rothwell,
who was attending with her friend
Aoife McCormack. “It’s not just a British event —

because Meghan is a celebrity and
from America.”The Conrad looked like it was

hosting the wedding breakfast

A surgeon at Midland Regional
Hospital, Mullingar, who was pre-
viously suspended and required to
undergo retraining, has taken legal
action to stop the HSE suspending
him a second time while his treat-
ment of 18 patients over a 12-month
period is being investigated.The High Court is to hear a judi-

cial review on July 11 related to an
inquiry into operations performed
by Declan Buckley. The inquiry was prompted by a

protected disclosure made in April
2017 by two of Buckley’s consult-
ant colleagues in Mullingar who

Detectives investigating the
murder of 14-year-old Anastasia
Kriegel, whose body was found in
a disused farmhouse on the out-
skirts of Co Dublin on Thursday,
expect to question two boys in the
coming days.The investigation is focusing

on two teenagers who have given
inconsistent accounts to gardai
about the last time they saw the
schoolgirl from Leixlip, Co Kildare,
who had arranged to meet them
before she went missing.The two returned to their

homes on Monday evening after

meeting the victim. One is said to
have had minor injuries, but has
told gardai this was the result of an
assault involving another person.
Gardai are still trying to establish
the veracity of what they have been
told, and are urging members of
the public to come forward if they
have information. The victim was last seen alive at

about 5.30pm on Monday, when
she was captured on CCTV
in the company of the boys in St
Catherine’s Park, a 200-acre area
between Lucan and Leixlip. Ana-
stasia had told her parents she was
going to the park to meet friends.
She was reported missing to gardai

by her parents at 8pm after they
failed to reach her by phone. Offi-
cers immediately began a search. 

Investigators focused searches
on the woodlands of St Catherine’s
as the girl’s mobile phone had been
detected operating in the area. The
victim’s naked body was found in a
disused building on the Clonee
Road outside Lucan village on
Thursday afternoon. The property
and its outbuildings have been der-
elict for a number of years. Detectives believe Anastasia,

who was adopted from Russia
when she was a two-year-old, was
subjected to a violent sexual attack
before she died, which was proba-

Teens face quiz over Anastasia murder
John Mooney 

said they felt compelled to act in
the interests of patient safety. The
pair said they had been
approached by “multiple consult-
ant colleagues” in Mullingar and in
Dublin’s Mater Hospital expressing
their concerns. They said “this
degree of accumulated complica-
tions [was] concerning [for] a
surgeon who has already experi-
enced a period of suspension and
retraining”.One of the cases flagged by the

whistleblowers involved a seven-
year-old girl being treated for
appendicitis. In another case, a
man with extensive facial injuries

Surgeon fights HSE suspension 
Justine McCarthy 

Continued on page 2 →

bly as a result of blunt force trauma
to the head. Gardai believe she was
struck with a rock, possibly while
she was on the ground. A number of bloodstained items

including wooden sticks and rocks
were recovered from the property,
which remains sealed off pending
forensic investigations. Detectives
suspect the victim may have been
murdered on Monday evening. The nature of the teenager’s

death has shocked the communi-
ties of Leixlip and Lucan. Force
management has offered welfare
support to gardai who have been
personally affected working on
the case. 

itself. Three chandeliers hung
from the ceiling, each table was
dressed with a cherry-blossom tree
and there were bunches of pink
balloons. 

Once the guests had finished off
a brunch of eggs benedict and
pancakes, they tucked into a cake
with a picture of Harry and
Meghan on top.Many of the guests, who had

paid €75 apiece, dressed up as if
they were attending the real thing.

Women wore ballgowns, fasci-
nators and hats that could compete

HARRY & MEGHANALL THE GUESTS AND GLAMOUR IN A FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT

Urban surge set to carry the day for repeal voteStephen O’Brien Political Editor 

said they would vote yes, 29%
would vote no, and 21% were unde-
cided. In today’s poll, the urban
“yes” vote has increased to 57%,
the “no” vote has declined to 21%,
while undecideds are practically
unchanged at 22%. Urban voters are defined as

those in cities and towns with a
population above 5,000.Support for repeal among

women voters has risen five points
to 54% since April and the “no”
vote is down six points to 25%. At
28%, the proportion of undecided
voters is seven points higher
among men than women.Theresa Reidy, a political scien-

tist at University College Cork,
said: “This is the first referendum
for a long time where we are seeing
strong demographic lines starting
to emerge. We are able to talk in
concrete terms about an urban-ru-
ral divide. The difference here is
that the past 35 years have seen
massive urbanisation, so there are
a lot more urban areas now.” There is a marked difference in

support for repeal among Fine
Gael and Fianna Fail voters. Sup-
porters of the government party
are 59% in favour of repeal with
just 20% voting against it, com-
pared with 46% support for “yes”
in Fianna Fail and 33% voting no.One in four Sinn Fein supporters

said they would vote no despite
almost all the party’s TDs and sena-
tors being in favour. Carol Nolan,
an Offaly TD, lost the party whip
for three months for voting against
the legislation.

Support for a “yes” vote in the
abortion referendum has risen five
points to 52%, with a surge in cities
and larger towns, according to the
latest Behaviour & Attitudes poll
for The Sunday Times.The “no” vote has fallen five

points to 24%, with 5% (+2) saying
they will not vote on Friday and
19% (-2) still undecided. Removing
the undecided voters, the “yes”
side has a 68-32 lead, which sug-
gests that the eighth amendment
will be repealed. The rise in support for voting

“yes” is strongest in urban areas
and among blue-collar voters — up
seven points in each case to 50%
and 41% respectively. The increase is most pro-

nounced along the eastern sea-
board, with support surging 12
points to 67% in Dublin and rising
11 points to 54% in the rest of Lein-
ster. The B&A poll was conducted
on May 3-15 in face-to-face inter-
views with 935 voters and has a
margin of error of 3.3%. Support is holding steady for a

number of legislative proposals the
government says it will introduce if
the referendum is carried on
Friday. More than 3.2m citizens are
entitled to vote, though that could
rise by more than 100,000 when
late registrations are added from
the supplementary register. There is 44% support — up one

point — for the proposal to legalise
termination of pregnancy without
restriction in the first 12 weeks of

Continued on page 2 →
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Quinn says he will address 

IBRC concerns over funds
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PAC to recommend a ‘sunset 

clause’ for banks’ tax amnesty

Questions remain on 12-week abortion window 

BY TOM LYONS

Bankrupt, imprisoned - but 

now back. Sean Quinn, the 

tycoon who was once Ire-

land’s richest man, has said 

his new betting business is 

just one part of his family’s 

“fightback”, adding that he 

also harbours ambitions to 

make a return to the man-

ufacturing and hospitality 

industries.
In an exclusive interview 

in today’s Sunday Business 

Post, the businessman also 

revealed that the former 

Anglo Irish Bank had raised 

queries about the funding of 

QuinnBet, amid an ongoing 

battle between the bank and 

his family over alleged inter-

national asset-stripping.

He said the family had 

addressed those issues, and 

would give further informa-

tion to the courts if required.

Outlining an ambitious ex-

pansion plan for the business, 

Quinn said it was also his in-

tention to return to the world 

of business. 
“I never considered throw-

ing in the towel. This is one 

part of my family’s fightback,” 

he said.
Quinn, who lost his billions 

on an ill-fated investment in 

Anglo, said his new betting 

business now had 10,000 

customers, and had turned 

a profit within the first six 

months. “The indicators 

are that QuinnBet can be a 

tremendous success,” said 

Quinn, who was jailed in 2012 

for contempt of court.

“I am delighted to be back 

in business, albeit it is a dif-
in business, albeit it is a dif-
in business, albeit it is a dif

ferent business that I would 

have ordinarily been associ-

ated with. 
“However, I recognise that, 

properly managed, it can be a 

huge opportunity.”

Full story: page 3
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BY JACK HORGAN-JONES 

AND HUGH O’CONNELL

The Dáil’s most powerful 

committee is to recommend 

changes to the law which cur-

rently allows some banks to 

pay no corporation tax for the 

next two decades. 

It comes as Fianna Fáil and 

Sinn Féin are increasing pres-

sure on the government to 

change rules that allow banks 

to write off boom-time losses 

against tax. 
Public Accounts Committee 

(PAC) chairman Sean Fleming 

told The Sunday Business Post 

he would include a call for a 

‘sunset clause’ in a landmark 

report set for publication after 

Easter. If such a measure is 

made law, banks will not be 

able to write off their historic 

losses against tax for a period 

greater than ten years.

“They’re now highly prof-
“They’re now highly prof-
“They’re now highly prof

itable, they should be making 

a contribution,” Fleming said. 

“When the taxpayer bailed out 

the banks, we put in whatever 

we put in. Now they’re getting 

a second bailout by putting in 

another subsidy by not having 

to pay corporation tax. This 

is a new cost to the taxpayer 

above the original bailout.” 

The government has ex-

tended the period of the 

bank levy, which is designed 

to recoup some of the state’s 

recession-era bailouts of the 

sector. However, Fianna Fáil 

to page 4

BY SUSAN MITCHELL

When is a woman 12 weeks 

pregnant? The government 

has yet to decide exactly when 

the 12-week abortion win-

dow should begin.

In other EU countries that 

have legalised abortion in ear-
have legalised abortion in ear-
have legalised abortion in ear

ly pregnancy, the start date 

of a pregnancy is either the 

date of conception or the date 

of the pregnant woman’s last 

menstrual period - typically 

two weeks before that.  

A 12-week time period that 

begins at conception would 

usually fall 14 weeks after a 

woman’s last menstrual pe-

riod, for example.

A spokesperson for Minis-

ter for Health Simon Harris 

said that the level of detail, 

surrounding the start time, 

had “yet to be determined”.

The European arm of the 

US-based Centre for Repro-

ductive Rights said practice 

varied throughout Europe.

“Across the 36 European 

countries that allow abor-

tion on a woman’s request, 

the most common starting 

point for the relevant time 

limit is LMP [last medical 

period]. However in some 

European countries the start 

date is conception,” according 

to the Centre for Reproductive 

Rights.
“In some of these 36 coun-

tries the law explicitly indi-

cates whether the legal time 

period runs from LMP, or 

from the later point of con-

ception. However, many of 

to page 4
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We’re all the liberal elite now
T HEY said the polls

were probablywrong. It could be
another Trump or
Brexit. It would be

closer than we thought. And

they were right. The polls

were wrong. But it wasn’t

a shy No thatthattha was lurking

out there, it was a shy Yes.

The people of Ireland did

not rebel against the liberal

elite. We are all the liberal

elite now.now.now Or two-thirds of

us, at least.It used to be thatthattha there

was this mythical
mythical
my

beast

called Middle Ireland thatthattha

was apparently ignored by

the wife-swapping sodo-

mites of RTE and the rest of

the liberal D4 media. Middle

Ireland was allegedly a place

thatthattha was more conservative

than trendy media types

allowed, and its voice was

rarely heard. And now
and again, the mythmythmy went,

Middle Ireland would rise

up, and its voice would be

heard. And it reared up this

time alright, but it roared

Yes. It roared for change.

Not so much a quiet revo-

lution, as a firm resolution,

thatthattha whate
whate
wha ver their own feel-

ings on abortion, the Eighth

was causing too much hurt.

A gaygayga Taoiseach could

havehaveha been a fluke. And gaygayga

marriage a once-off.
once-off.
once-of But now

there’s a pattpattpa ern. Women,

men, old and all those young

people showed us there is

a new Middle Ireland. And

it is a Middle Ireland thatthattha

knows thatthattha a gaygayga person in

the family,
family,
family or an abortion,

are not things thatthattha happen

to other people. These are

their sons and daughters,

their brothers and sisters,

their mothers, their friends.

And sure we’re all liberal

when it comes to our own.

The Iona Institute and

their gang will blame the

media, the politicians, every-

one. They like to saysaysa their

voice is not heard, thatthattha they

represent a silent majority
majority
majorit

of conservatives out there.

But, it seems, they don’t.

Their voice was heard this

time, but the silent majority
majority
majorit

disagreed with them. And

they will claim it is tyranny

by the majority,
majority,
majorit but it’s not.

It’s just democracy.
But being liberals, we

should mind to be tolerant

of the one-in-three. They

are not bad people. They do

not hatehateha women. They just

see things differently
differently
dif

.
ferently.
ferently And

this will be hard for them.

And indeed it’s not easy for

many of the 70pc either,
either,
either

who agonised over whatwhatwha was

the right thing to do. The

two-thirds who constitute

the liberal elite should try

and accord the one-third the

same respect liberals accord

to all other minorities.
And maybe

maybe
ma

the old might

start according a bit more

respect to the young now,now,now

too. Let’s stop dismissing

them as a generation of

entitled narcissists. It’s their

country now.now.now They own the

future, so let them shape

it. And let them fix the

mistakes of their parents,

and make their own new

mistakes.It’s not a daydayda of triumph

for many perhaps, but a daydayda

of quiet relief. And it’s not

over yet. To quote Rita Ann

Higgins, “Ireland is chang-

ing mother/Tell
mother/Tell
mother/T yourself,

yourself,
yourself tell

your sons.”
sons.”
sons.

BRENDAN O’CONNOR
O’CONNOR
O’

te
ailability
ailability
ailabilit of abor-

vices and ushering in

a new era of a woman’s right

to choose.In a seismic outcome to

a contentious referendum,

people across the country

havehaveha voted in record numbers

and at an unforeseen scale

to remove the controversial

constitutional amendment

which recognises the equal

right to life of themother and

the unborn.The Government will now

introduce legislation
legislation
legisla

which

will, among other measures,

allow for abortion without

restriction up to 12 weeks

4pc to
became appar-

several politicians who

opposed the proposal im-

mediately
mediately
media

announced they

would not oppose the will of

the people and would now

support the newRegulation
Regulation
Regula

of

Termination
rmination
rmina

of Pregnancy Bill.

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar

described the astonishing poll

result a “quiet revolution” and

promised the new legislation
legislation
legisla

would be enacted before the

end of the year.The Taoiseach described

the result as: “The daydayda Ireland

stepped out from under the

last of our shadows and into

the light.“Toda
“Toda
“T

y,oday,oda we havehaveha a modern

Constitution for a modern

people.”
people.”
people.

victory for
rights was celebrated

the length
length
leng and breadth of the

country as it became clear

voters were strongly influ-

enced by the personal stories

of those affecaffecaf ted by the Eighth

Amendment.An RTE exit poll confirmed
confirmed
conf

the powerful personal testi-

monies of womenwho bravely

spoke out during the cam-

paign was one of the most

influential factors in securing

a Yes vote.Minister for Health Simon

Harris, who spearheaded the

Government’s campaign, said

he would seek permission at

this Tuesday’
esday’
esda s Cabinet meet-

ing to immediately
immediately
immedia

begin leg-

islating
islating
isla

for abortion.
During emotional scenes at

the referendum count centre

in Dublin’s RDS, Mr Har-

ris said: “Under the Eighth

Amendment, women in crisis

pregnancy havehaveha been told

take the plane, take the boat..
boat..
boa .

today we tell them, take our

hand.”
hand.”
hand.
The father

father
fa

of the latelatela Savita
Savita
Sa

Halappana
Halappana
Ha

va
lappanava
lappana r, who died afterafteraf

being refused a termination,

termination,

termina

said Irish voters had done

justice to his family,
family,
family and said

the new abortion legislation
legislation
legisla

should be called afterafteraf
his

daughter.“We“We“W are really,
really,
really really happy.

happy.
happy

We havehaveha one last request, thatthattha

the new law,law,la thatthattha it is called

‘Savita’
‘Savita’
‘Sa

s law’law’la .w’.w’ It should be

named for her,”her,”her Andanappa

Yalagi
Yalagi
Ya

said.By yesterday
terday
terda afternoon,

afternoon,
af

thousands of Yes voters had

gathered
gathered
ga

in Dublin Castle to

celebrate a resounding victory

where supporters openly wept

landslide

May 20, 2018 · Issue no 10,106 · thesundaytimes.ie

Shauna Bowers 
It would be hard to toast Britain’s
happy couple more enthusiasti-
cally than the crowd at the Conrad
hotel in Dublin. By the time Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle took
their vows at 12.35pm, the 180
spectators in the five-star hotel had
already drunk nine bottles of
Beefeater Pink gin and 35 bottles of
champagne.Robin Miller and Sherry Wat-

son, two Delta Air Lines hostesses,
came to Dublin from New York just
to see Irish people enjoy the royal

wedding. “It is such an honour to
share such a special occasion with
the Irish. It’s not the same in the
US, and we wanted to feel the
excitement,” said Miller. “I specifically requested a flight

to Ireland this week so I could
attend. We just love the royals.”They were not the only ones. When Prince Harry appeared on

screen, the crowd in the Conrad
erupted into applause. Their enthusiasm for the groom

was evident throughout the
ceremony, with some guests
screaming “Marry me instead,

Harry” and “I love you Harry”.
When the newlyweds walked
down the west steps of St George’s
Chapel in Windsor, many of the
women in Dublin were dabbing
their eyes. “We’re all so obsessed with their

fashion but this is even more
interesting,” said Alison Rothwell,
who was attending with her friend
Aoife McCormack. “It’s not just a British event —

because Meghan is a celebrity and
from America.”The Conrad looked like it was

hosting the wedding breakfast

Detectives investigating the
murder of 14-year-old Anastasia
Kriegel, whose body was found in
a disused farmhouse on the out-
skirts of Co Dublin on Thursday,
expect to question two boys in the
coming days.The investigation is focusing

on two teenagers who have given
inconsistent accounts to gardai
about the last time they saw the
schoolgirl from Leixlip, Co Kildare,
who had arranged to meet them
before she went missing.The two returned to their

homes on Monday evening after

meeting the victim. One is said to
have had minor injuries, but has
told gardai this was the result of an
assault involving another person.
Gardai are still trying to establish
the veracity of what they have been
told, and are urging members of
the public to come forward if they
have information. The victim was last seen alive at

about 5.30pm on Monday, when
she was captured on CCTV
in the company of the boys in St
Catherine’s Park, a 200-acre area
between Lucan and Leixlip. Ana-
stasia had told her parents she was
going to the park to meet friends.
She was reported missing to gardai

by her parents at 8pm after they
failed to reach her by phone. Offi-
cers immediately began a search. 

Investigators focused searches
on the woodlands of St Catherine’s
as the girl’s mobile phone had been
detected operating in the area. The
victim’s naked body was found in a
disused building on the Clonee
Road outside Lucan village on
Thursday afternoon. The property
and its outbuildings have been der-
elict for a number of years. Detectives believe Anastasia,

who was adopted from Russia
when she was a two-year-old, was
subjected to a violent sexual attack
before she died, which was proba-

Teens face quiz over Anastasia murder
John Mooney 
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“What you s�  is news, 

what you know is background, 

what you f� l is opinion”

- Lester Markel, American journalist, 1894-1977
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Quinn says he will address 

IBRC concerns over funds
BY TOM LYONS

Bankrupt, imprisoned - but 

now back. Sean Quinn, the 

tycoon who was once Ire

land’s richest man, has said 

his new betting business is 

just one part of his family’s 

“fightback”, adding that he 

also harbours ambitions to 

make a return to the man

ufacturing and hospitality 

industries.
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NO MORE
LONELY 
JOURNEYSJOURNEYS
Leo’s promise as nation repeals 2:1

By KIERAN DINEEN

TAOISEACH Leo Varadkar told women
there will be “no more lonely journeys
across the Irish Sea” yesterday after a
landslide vote to repeal the Eighth.

A massive 66.4 per cent of people
backed bringing in abortion — with
Donegal the only area that voted No. 

Health Minister Simon Harris said:
“Women in crisis pregnancy have been
told take the plane or take the boat.
Today we tell them take our hand.”

Full Story — Pages 2, 3, 4 and 5

Overjoyed . . . Yes 
campaigners and, 
above, Leo hugs 
Simon after the 

result’s announced

Meghan’s 
love poem 
for Harry

WEDDING 
EXCLUSIVE

thesun.ie

€1
(£1.10 NI)

Sunday,
May 27,
2018

By CLEMMIE MOODIE

MEGHAN Markle had wedding
reception guests in tears reading
an emotional poem she wrote
about her intense love for Harry.

The verses said she was
“blessed” to have met her prince.

One guest said: “Meghan
totally stole the show. It was

Continued on Page 15 
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Perfect Match as Education to Remain 
‘Sacred’ in Dingle

‘Cleamhnas,’ the practice of 
arranged marriages, makes a 
welcome return to West Kerry, albeit 
in the guise of a match very diff erent 
to its predecessors. The recent 
pairing of an old stalwart in Dingle 
CBS and its new suitor, Connecticut 
based Sacred Heart University will 
result in the preservation of an 
important aspect, the continued 
provision of education in the area. 

Having served the town for close 
to 160 years, Dingle CBS closed 
its doors as a secondary school in 
May 2007. Situated in a prominent 
location, it was hoped that the listed 
buildings, history and ethos of the 
school would remain if a suitable 
buyer could be found. Prospective partners 
would have to off er an educational dowry 
of note in exchange for inheriting the family 
silver.

Having fl irted with various entities and 
suits over the years, the administrative 
matchmakers have accepted an off er that 
will preserve and maintain the practices 
of the past and produce some interesting 
off spring in the future.

The CBS began with a mission to educate 
the ‘poor boys of Dingle’ therefore an 
educational component was a mandatory 
requirement to entertain any proposal of 
purchase. The perfect match was found 
in the private Catholic institution that is 
Sacred Heart University.
Initially invited to send students to Dingle’s 
‘An Díseart’ by Monsignor Ó Fiannachta 

in 2004, the university later increased 
its programme for international study.  
With the popularity of the programme 
gaining more traction in Connecticut, the 
university made the move to purchase the 
Dingle CBS site and further develop its 
educational commitment to the town and 
develop a permanent international campus. 

‘By 2018 we would expect close to 300 US 
students studying short term and semester 
long courses’ says Campus Director Sean 
Pól Ó Conchúir.  ‘New courses have been 
introduced and each year brings new 
courses. These will be linked to aspects 
synonymous with the town, marine 
biology and tourism being examples.’ The 
Campus Director also pointed out that 
Nursing courses have been off ered for 
the past number of years and continue to 
exist and expand thanks to support from 
I.T. Tralee, The Bons Secour hospital and 

the West Kerry Community Hospital. 
Community support has also been very 
forthcoming.  ‘Local businesses have 
been very instrumental in assisting the 
university up to this point. They have 
provided guest speakers, internships 
and Údarás na Gaeltachta have made 
grants available.’  The University’s 
decision to marry into the area is a 
boon for the peninsula as Seán Pól 
points out, ‘The commitment of over 
1 million dollars towards the campus 
development is fantastic for the town 
and in particular for the Dingle CBS 
site.’

The Christian Brothers’ stipulation of 
an educational match has been well 
and truly met.  Sacred Heart continues 

its links with Dingle secondary school 
Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne through its 
educational system comparison module in 
its January programme, as students under 
the tutelage of Mike Giarratano study the 
Irish model and mingle happily with second 
level pupils. Sacred Heart will continue 
to operate from its original home at An 
Díseart until the new campus is ready.                     
As Sean Pól Ó Conchúír points out ‘Fite 
Fuaite’ is an Irish expression that captures 
that which is interwoven. Dingle CBS and 
Sacred Heart Connecticut are a prime 
example of this, an educational match that 
entwines many links.’

It is anticipated that once planning 
regulations have been met, S.H.U.’s Dingle 
Campus will take approximately 18 months 
to complete.     

By James Ó Dubháin
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DIGGER DESTRUCTION IN TALLAGHT

Nine men charged after

supermarkets looted in

night of utter mayhem

FULL STORY: SEE PAGES 4&5

FREE
GLOSSY

YOUNG OFFENDERS
EXCLUSIVE INTERVI

EW

LIDL SHOPLIDL SHOP

OF HORRORS
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and (right) Gerard Buggle pictured
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Breaking 35-year silence on aBuseAfter seeing our John of God story  husband reveals to his wife that he was also a victim 

A husbAnd, who can’t read or write, 
told his wife for the first time of al-
leged abuse he suffered, after seeing 
brother Aidan Clohessy pictured in 
the Irish Mail on sunday last week.
In his heartbreaking revelation to his 

wife Sally, Joe Devine explained that he 

Fighting back: Joe Devine

By Michael O’Farrell investigations editor
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We’vefound

There’s a rich choice of magical 

islands to escape to around the 

world – with some just a short hop 

away – and accommodation ranges 

from the ultra-luxurious to the 

homely. GareTh huw DavIeS

picks some of his favourites…1 AnGuILLA,TheCArIBBeAn
This unhurried paradise, pictured, 

floats like a speck of gold leaf on the 

Caribbean. It has powdery white sand 

beaches and prestigious beachfront 

hotels and villas. ivisitanguilla.com2 InIS�Mór,WeSTern�IreLAnd
Sitting in the mouth of Galway Bay,  

Inis Mór, the largest Aran island, is 

famed for its ancient sites, particularly 

the clifftop Dún Aonghasa fort, tipped 

for world heritage site status in the 

near future. aranislands.ie3CuLATrA�ISLAnd,
PorTuGALAfter the hustle and bustle of 

Portugal’s Algarve, why not head 

for tiny, car-free Culatra Island, 

just off Faro. Stay in a converted 

fisherman’s cottage and stroll 

along empty golden beaches.

tinyurl.com/y6wrdfnj4 VAderoArnA(WeATherISLAndS), SWeden
Hop from rock to rock to glimpse 

basking seals on this craggy pinprick 

off the west coast of Sweden. Then 

bask in the hot tub of the single 

guesthouse on a serene little inlet.

tinyurl.com/y8bpmmjs5STPIerre�eTMIQueLon,CAnAdA
This French overseas territory, 90 

minutes by ferry from Newfoundland, 

has friendly B&Bs and the memory of 

gangster Al Capone, who trafficked 

liquor here. spm-tourisme.fr/1/

FIVeoTher�IdYLLICISLeS

the joyzone!
GLORIOuS: Anantara 

Kihavah Maldives 
Villas where Ronan 

and his family stayed 

One day we all went on a boat 

trip, which allowed us to snor-

kel out on the reef – we were 

right among the turtles. 
In the evenings, we loved the 

open-air cinema, watching 

movies under the stars. The 

resort also had a cool kids’ 

club – Ali had a brilliant time 

making sushi. In the evenings, there was a 

pool party with a DJ, and on 

New Year’s Eve there was a 

band and fireworks. Did I 

succumb to the temptation of 

performing on New Year’s 

Eve? Of course I did – I can’t 

help myself. 

I sang my hit When You Say 

Nothing At All, which seemed 

to go down well. For the 

children to enjoy a holiday 

experience like the Maldives 

is extraordinary. When I was growing up, we 

never left the country – 

Killarney was as good as it got 

for me. Every summer, we’d 

go for a couple of weeks to a 

guesthouse or a B&B, and we 

had the most brilliant time. 
It’s quite a leap from 

Killarney to the Maldives – 

unless you go there, it’s 

impossible to believe such a 

wonderful place exists. 

Emirates (emirates.
com) Dublin-Male 
flights from €769 
return. Aer Lingus(aerlingus.com), Turkish Airlines(turkishairlines.com), 

and Etihad also fly 
to Male. villas at Anantara Kihavah 

(kihavah-maldives.
anantara.com) from 
€900 for two adults 
and two children.

SANTA ARRIVED – ON A BANANA-BOAT

The only way is up    – but it’s summit you’ll never forget

UpliFting:The Skylift nears the end of its phenomenal journey

From the sunny shore of the beautiful 

fjord, the sheer rock face of Mount 

Hoven rose more than 3,300ft into the 

clouds above me. Yet just five min-

utes later, I was at the summit, peer-

ing down at the blue water far below.

I was one of the first journalists to 

try the spectacular new Skylift 

attraction at the village of Leon (pro-

nounced ‘learn’) in the heart of Nor-

way’s famous fjord district. The 

€28.6m project is billed as the world’s 

steepest cable car but is actually 

more like a giant lift rising up the 

vertical mountainside.
People gasped and children looked 

alarmed as we soared upwards 

through the clouds to the top. First I 

walked onto a smart glass and steel 

balcony protruding above the eye-

watering drop over Nordfjord. Then I 

relaxed in the swanky mountaintop 

restaurant staring at the peaks of the 

Jostedal Glacier National Park. 

The Skylift also deposits passengers 

Simon Heptinstallfeels his spirits soar as he takes a 3,300ft cable car ride during a hike in Norway’s fjords

at a series of new hiking trails 

high above the fjord. Like most 

things in Norway, however, it’s 

expensive: €38 for a one-way 

ticket. The good thing is it encour-

ages you to walk back down rather 

than pay for a return. 
More than two-thirds of Norwe-

gians regularly go hiking. I 

bumped into families, teens and 

old folk out hiking in the fjord-side 

mountains. In fact, hiking is so 

popular there that when I bought a 

Kvikk, Norway’s equivalent of a 

Kit Kat, I found that every bar has 

a walking map printed inside. 

My visit to Leon was part of a 

new hiking tour of the fjord region 

from Headwater Holidays. The 

nine-day trip involves touring the 

area with a local guide, who also 

drives you between hotels. 
These included the charming old 

Victorian Union Hotel in the 

waterside village of Oye, with 

staff who take turns to play the 

grand piano during breakfast. I 

stayed in the Kaiser Wilhelm 

room, which still features the 

ancient iron bath encrusted with 

his coat of arms (which the 

kaiser brought with him when he 

came to stay). Daunting mountains rise on both 

sides of the Union Hotel and my 

guide, a New Zealander called 

Gordon Smith, took me on 
an amazing walk into the 
foothills here. Other highlights included a boat 

trip down the Geirangerfjord – a 

World Heritage Site so steep that 

farmers traditionally tethered 

children with ropes so they 

wouldn’t fall in while playing.

And in the elegant Art Nouveau 

streets of the island city of 

Alesund, we saw people slumped 

on public benches with broad 

smiles. Yes, the views are good – 

but what really makes them grin is 

discovering that the benches have 

hot water piped through them.
Headwater (headwater.com, 

0044 1606 828527) offers an 

eight-night Fjords Of Norway 

guided walking holiday from 

€2,725pp, with flights from the UK. 

See visitnorway.com

GeTTInG�There

high-risk gem:Geirangerfjord, so 
steep that children at play are tied 

there for the first time, the 

journey is a thrill in itself. After 

we arrived in the capital Male, we 

were led towards the seaplane 

base for the half-hour flight to 

Kihavah Huravalhi. We flew over 

glorious desert islands before 

landing on a beautiful turquoise 

lagoon.When we got off the seaplane 

and stepped onto pristine white 

sand, the staff were waiting, sing-

ing welcome songs, clapping and 

beating drums – it was magical.

Garlands were hung around our 

necks and we were handed 

glasses of fruit punch. We sud-

denly felt very cosseted.

Next came the excitement of 

being taken to our villa – we had 

an over-water one which was 

fantastic. In the bathroom there 

was a glass floor, which made 

for an interesting, if slightly 

unnerving, experience.
On the way to the villa we were 

able to see uninhabited islands 

surrounded by reefs which we 

were told are home to turtles, 

eels and beautiful coral forma-

tions. 
Anantara forms part of the Baa 

Atoll, which is home to baby 

sharks, stingrays and every fish 

you can imagine. It meant the 

snorkelling was exceptional.

Storm and I really only enjoy 

holidays if we are sure the chil-

dren are having a good time. We 

needn’t have worried here as the 

staff worked tirelessly to make 

certain everybody was happy. 

The food was phenomenal, 

the service extraordinary, the 

weather brilliant, the sea perfect. 

We were floating on air. And any 

anxieties about Christmas were 

swept away when Santa arrived 

at the resort on a banana-boat!

At Anantara they take dining to 

new levels. At Sea, an underwater 

restaurant, you dine in a fish tank 

with a twist: you’re inside the 

tank and the fish are outside 

looking in at you. One of its 

attractions is the world’s first 

underwater wine cellar. Wine 

with depth, you might say. 
But when we were in Sea, we 

couldn’t bring ourselves to order 

the fish – it would have seemed 

wrong somehow. We also liked Fire, a Japanese 

teppanyaki restaurant, and the 

superb Asian fusion dishes at Salt. 

The children loved the food on 

offer and couldn’t have been hap-

pier at meal times. The new Sky 

Bar features its own DJ and an 

observatory. We could have sat 

there all night looking through 

the telescope at the stars. My 

fears that the children – particu-

larly the older ones – would be 

bored by staying on a small island 

were soon dismissed. 
There was something going on 

all the time and lots of other chil-

dren were there, so they were 

never short of people to hook up 

with for a game of beach volley-

ball, for example.
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Ronan holiday
more��Travel

Ronan Keating and family – including tot Cooper – enjoy a
mind-blowing break to the magical Maldives 

G
oing back to a place you have really enjoyed can be a bit of a risk. Can you really recreate those happy memories?
We first went to the Mal-dives four years ago and loved it. This time we made things more challenging by deciding to return over the Christmas break.

This was my first ‘hot’ Christmas. My wife Storm is from Australia, so when she was growing up, December 25 was a day spent on the beach or playing cricket on the lawn. Growing up in Dublin, I was used to 

wet, cold and damp days. If we were really lucky, we had snow. As we were taking four children – my three older ones, Jack, 18, Missy, 16, and Ali, 12 – and our baby Cooper, who was born last April, I was a little anx-ious. How would a non-traditional Christ-mas in the sun appeal to them?Fortunately, from the moment we arrived at Anantara Kihavah Maldives Villas, they loved it. We were delighted to discover that we even had a Christmas tree in our room – with gifts underneath it.It was the children’s first trip to the Mal-dives, and for anybody who travels 
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WE HAVE LIFT-
OFF: Ronan with wife Storm and baby Cooper 
in the Maldives
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Pog day 
afternoon 
for Blues
2 brilliant football pullouts

CONOR 
FIGHTS
BACK

CONOR McGregor’s manager last 

night broke the silence over the 

brawler’s shameful scenes in New 

York and vowed he will fight again. 

New footage released by the UFC 

shows the Dubliner, 29, – free on 

$50,000 bail – appearing to hurl a hand 

trolley at a bus carrying fighters as it 

left the Barclay Center on Thursday.

Manager Audie A Attar said: “He 

looks forward to getting back to 

fighting as soon as possible.”

Man City....2 Man Utd....3

Manager vows star will return to UFC as new footage of ‘rampage’ emerges

hurl lot  
of trouble  
Conor McGregor 
appears to throw 
trolley at bus

by Cillian o’brien

Sharon 
killer 
loses  
parole
battle

see page 8
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pregnancy, with 34% opposed (-2)
and 22% undecided (+1).Support for abortion beyond 12

weeks in cases of fatal foetal abnor-
mality or where there is a risk to
the mother’s health remains
strong at 59% (+1) compared with
21% (-1) opposed and 20% unde-
cided (unchanged). These slight
rises are within the margin of
error, but the five-point increase
for “yes” is statistically significant.

“The most remarkable feature
of the 2018 Behaviour & Attitudes/
Sunday Times abortion referen-
dum polls has been the complete
lack of movement in voting inten-
tion between February, March and
April,” said Ian McShane, execu-
tive director of B&A.“All three polls essentially con-

firmed that just under a quarter of
the electorate was undecided as to
how they would vote, with the bal-
ance split between 60-40 and
65-35 in favour of repeal. The evi-
dence is that there has been a
marked swing towards the “yes”
side among urban voters over the
last three or four weeks, with no
shift whatsoever in voting inten-
tion among the rural electorate.”In April, 50% of urban voters

Shauna Bowers 
It would be hard to toast Britain’s
happy couple more enthusiasti-
cally than the crowd at the Conrad
hotel in Dublin. By the time Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle took
their vows at 12.35pm, the 180
spectators in the five-star hotel had
already drunk nine bottles of
Beefeater Pink gin and 35 bottles of
champagne.Robin Miller and Sherry Wat-

son, two Delta Air Lines hostesses,
came to Dublin from New York just
to see Irish people enjoy the royal

wedding. “It is such an honour to
share such a special occasion with
the Irish. It’s not the same in the
US, and we wanted to feel the
excitement,” said Miller. “I specifically requested a flight

to Ireland this week so I could
attend. We just love the royals.”They were not the only ones. When Prince Harry appeared on

screen, the crowd in the Conrad
erupted into applause. Their enthusiasm for the groom

was evident throughout the
ceremony, with some guests
screaming “Marry me instead,

Harry” and “I love you Harry”.
When the newlyweds walked
down the west steps of St George’s
Chapel in Windsor, many of the
women in Dublin were dabbing
their eyes. “We’re all so obsessed with their

fashion but this is even more
interesting,” said Alison Rothwell,
who was attending with her friend
Aoife McCormack. “It’s not just a British event —

because Meghan is a celebrity and
from America.”The Conrad looked like it was

hosting the wedding breakfast

A surgeon at Midland Regional
Hospital, Mullingar, who was pre-
viously suspended and required to
undergo retraining, has taken legal
action to stop the HSE suspending
him a second time while his treat-
ment of 18 patients over a 12-month
period is being investigated.The High Court is to hear a judi-

cial review on July 11 related to an
inquiry into operations performed
by Declan Buckley. The inquiry was prompted by a

protected disclosure made in April
2017 by two of Buckley’s consult-
ant colleagues in Mullingar who

Detectives investigating the
murder of 14-year-old Anastasia
Kriegel, whose body was found in
a disused farmhouse on the out-
skirts of Co Dublin on Thursday,
expect to question two boys in the
coming days.The investigation is focusing

on two teenagers who have given
inconsistent accounts to gardai
about the last time they saw the
schoolgirl from Leixlip, Co Kildare,
who had arranged to meet them
before she went missing.The two returned to their

homes on Monday evening after

meeting the victim. One is said to
have had minor injuries, but has
told gardai this was the result of an
assault involving another person.
Gardai are still trying to establish
the veracity of what they have been
told, and are urging members of
the public to come forward if they
have information. The victim was last seen alive at

about 5.30pm on Monday, when
she was captured on CCTV
in the company of the boys in St
Catherine’s Park, a 200-acre area
between Lucan and Leixlip. Ana-
stasia had told her parents she was
going to the park to meet friends.
She was reported missing to gardai

by her parents at 8pm after they
failed to reach her by phone. Offi-
cers immediately began a search. 

Investigators focused searches
on the woodlands of St Catherine’s
as the girl’s mobile phone had been
detected operating in the area. The
victim’s naked body was found in a
disused building on the Clonee
Road outside Lucan village on
Thursday afternoon. The property
and its outbuildings have been der-
elict for a number of years. Detectives believe Anastasia,

who was adopted from Russia
when she was a two-year-old, was
subjected to a violent sexual attack
before she died, which was proba-

Teens face quiz over Anastasia murder
John Mooney 

said they felt compelled to act in
the interests of patient safety. The
pair said they had been
approached by “multiple consult-
ant colleagues” in Mullingar and in
Dublin’s Mater Hospital expressing
their concerns. They said “this
degree of accumulated complica-
tions [was] concerning [for] a
surgeon who has already experi-
enced a period of suspension and
retraining”.One of the cases flagged by the

whistleblowers involved a seven-
year-old girl being treated for
appendicitis. In another case, a
man with extensive facial injuries

Surgeon fights HSE suspension 
Justine McCarthy 

Continued on page 2 →

bly as a result of blunt force trauma
to the head. Gardai believe she was
struck with a rock, possibly while
she was on the ground. A number of bloodstained items

including wooden sticks and rocks
were recovered from the property,
which remains sealed off pending
forensic investigations. Detectives
suspect the victim may have been
murdered on Monday evening. The nature of the teenager’s

death has shocked the communi-
ties of Leixlip and Lucan. Force
management has offered welfare
support to gardai who have been
personally affected working on
the case. 

itself. Three chandeliers hung
from the ceiling, each table was
dressed with a cherry-blossom tree
and there were bunches of pink
balloons. 

Once the guests had finished off
a brunch of eggs benedict and
pancakes, they tucked into a cake
with a picture of Harry and
Meghan on top.Many of the guests, who had

paid €75 apiece, dressed up as if
they were attending the real thing.

Women wore ballgowns, fasci-
nators and hats that could compete

HARRY & MEGHANALL THE GUESTS AND GLAMOUR IN A FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT

Urban surge set to carry the day for repeal voteStephen O’Brien Political Editor 

said they would vote yes, 29%
would vote no, and 21% were unde-
cided. In today’s poll, the urban
“yes” vote has increased to 57%,
the “no” vote has declined to 21%,
while undecideds are practically
unchanged at 22%. Urban voters are defined as

those in cities and towns with a
population above 5,000.Support for repeal among

women voters has risen five points
to 54% since April and the “no”
vote is down six points to 25%. At
28%, the proportion of undecided
voters is seven points higher
among men than women.Theresa Reidy, a political scien-

tist at University College Cork,
said: “This is the first referendum
for a long time where we are seeing
strong demographic lines starting
to emerge. We are able to talk in
concrete terms about an urban-ru-
ral divide. The difference here is
that the past 35 years have seen
massive urbanisation, so there are
a lot more urban areas now.” There is a marked difference in

support for repeal among Fine
Gael and Fianna Fail voters. Sup-
porters of the government party
are 59% in favour of repeal with
just 20% voting against it, com-
pared with 46% support for “yes”
in Fianna Fail and 33% voting no.One in four Sinn Fein supporters

said they would vote no despite
almost all the party’s TDs and sena-
tors being in favour. Carol Nolan,
an Offaly TD, lost the party whip
for three months for voting against
the legislation.

Support for a “yes” vote in the
abortion referendum has risen five
points to 52%, with a surge in cities
and larger towns, according to the
latest Behaviour & Attitudes poll
for The Sunday Times.The “no” vote has fallen five

points to 24%, with 5% (+2) saying
they will not vote on Friday and
19% (-2) still undecided. Removing
the undecided voters, the “yes”
side has a 68-32 lead, which sug-
gests that the eighth amendment
will be repealed. The rise in support for voting

“yes” is strongest in urban areas
and among blue-collar voters — up
seven points in each case to 50%
and 41% respectively. The increase is most pro-

nounced along the eastern sea-
board, with support surging 12
points to 67% in Dublin and rising
11 points to 54% in the rest of Lein-
ster. The B&A poll was conducted
on May 3-15 in face-to-face inter-
views with 935 voters and has a
margin of error of 3.3%. Support is holding steady for a

number of legislative proposals the
government says it will introduce if
the referendum is carried on
Friday. More than 3.2m citizens are
entitled to vote, though that could
rise by more than 100,000 when
late registrations are added from
the supplementary register. There is 44% support — up one

point — for the proposal to legalise
termination of pregnancy without
restriction in the first 12 weeks of

Continued on page 2 →

FAIRYTALE ROYAL WEDDING THRILLS EVEN IRELAND

Prince Harry and Meghan seal the royal wedding with a kiss in Windsor. The ceremony was screened in hotels across Ireland
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A news story, unlike any other journalistic endeavour, 
has a carefully craft ed formula for success. The job of the news reporter is to tell the 
reader what happened, who it happened to, how it happened and when it happened.

Press Pass Judging Panel
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How to Write News
Your job is to make the news story as relevant, 
interesting, informative and as accurate as you 
can.

Always remember who you are writing for. The 
person reading the Irish Times will want the 
information writt en and presented in a certain 
way, so too the person reading the Irish Sun.

So whether you’re writing for the school 
newspaper, or the New York Times, be aware of 
your audience.
Keep the story simple and straight-forward. 
Make it as easy as possible for the reader to 
digest the information.

The opening paragraph (or intro) is vital - it’s 
your only chance to grab the reader’s att ention 
and entice them to read on.

Remember - you’ve lost 30% of readers aft er the 
fi rst paragraph and 50% by paragraph four.

How to Structure 
a News Story
Remember the fi ve Ws when writing news – 
Who, What, Where, When and Why. Answer 
these for the reader and you’ve done your job.

The Introduction
The most important section of any news 
story is the opening paragraph. The intro 
communicates the facts of the article in the 
fi rst few lines. 

FOR EXAMPLE: A man was gunned down in 
front of shocked shoppers in the latest 
gangland tit-for-tat murder.

What?
The What - summarise what happened. 
The 31-year-old, identifi ed as one of the 
country’s leading drug dealers, was shot six 
times in the head and chest.

When?
The When – give the reader some 
more of the key details. 
He was shot shortly aft er 1pm, by a lone 
gunman, as he walked down Graft on Street in 
front of hundreds of shoppers.

Headline
Five times as many people 
read headlines as the 
actual story

Byline
Journalist who 
broke the story

What
Tell the reader 
what happened

Picture
Detailed picture 
enhances the story

Why
How the 
controversy 
erupted 

Additional info 
Further details to 
enhance story

Tutorial DOUBLE 
JOY 
FOR 

BEYONCÉ

Beyoncé has given birth to twins in Los Angeles, 
according to reports on several celebrity news 
websites .

� e singer, who is 35, and her partner, the rapper 
and music producer Jay Z, already have a � ve-year-old 
daughter, Blue Ivy.
E! News, citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, reported 

the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los 
Angeles area hospital on � ursday.
Us Weekly, also citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, 

reported that the couple welcomed twins earlier this week. 
“Bey and Jay are thrilled and have started sharing the news 
with their family and closest friends,” one source told 
People.
A representative for Beyoncé did not respond to a request 

for comment.
� e celebrity news websites did not provide additional 

details, such as the date and time the twins were born or 
the sex of the infants.
� e performer, one of the most powerful women in 

the music business, announced the pregnancy on her 
Instagram account in February along with an image of her 
posing in lingerie and caressing a noticeable baby bump.
� e announcement had more than 8m “likes” in the � rst 

24 hours to become the “most liked” Instagram post ever.
� e R&B singer performed live at the Grammy awards 

in Los Angeles two weeks later, proudly displaying her 
swelling belly in a motherhood-themed show. She has 
since posted numerous pictures of her bare baby bump on 
social media accounts.
� e birth of Blue Ivy caused a paparazzi storm in 2012, 

with New York’s Lenox Hill hospital shutting down part of 
its maternity wing to accommodate the family.
News of the pregnancy came less than a year a� er the 

release of Beyoncé’s 2016 album Lemonade, in which she 
appeared to address longstanding rumours of trouble in 
her eight-year marriage.
� e lyrics of several songs spoke about being cheated on, 

and regretting being married. But Beyoncé made clear in 
the � nal tracks of the album and in music videos featuring 
Jay Z that she had decided to stay in the relationship.
� e couple has never addressed the rumours publicly.

BY EDWARD MCCARTHY

Celeb couple share 
good news

the � nal tracks of the album and in music videos featuring 
Jay Z that she had decided to stay in the relationship.
� e couple has never addressed the rumours publicly.Email

Contact for newsroom

News
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Who?
The Who - who is the story about.
Gardai believe the murdered man was Joe 
Bloggs, from the inner city. Bloggs was a career 
criminal who was one of the main importers of 
cocaine into the country.

Why?
The Why – vital background information
Bloggs had survived an att empt on his life last 
year and was, according to sources, ‘a dead 
man walking’ aft er double crossing his former 
partner in crime.

Where?
The Where – give more details of the att ack. 
Bloggs was just passing the entrance of HMV 
when a hooded man approached and pulled 
a gun from his jacket pocket, according to 
eyewitness accounts.

In this case, you would use plenty of quotations, 
what people saw, what they heard, what they 
did, what happened next.

Key tips
Know your audience - who are you writing for? 
Regardless of the platform you are writing for 
- always remember - be brief and to the point 
Never forget the the 5 Ws – 
Who? What? When? Where? Why? 

1.  Tell the reader how you know what you know 
- source every new piece of information.

2.  Be clear and accurate - make sure your story 
makes sense.

3.  Reread for accuracy and fairness before you 
fi nish.

4. Check all the numbers, dates and details. 

5.  Check your spelling and punctuation 
-  ensure names are spelled correctly and 
consistently throughout the story.

6.  Check for balance. Is the story balanced and 
fair? Does it tell both sides of the story?

Intro
The golden rule is 
KISS — keep it short 
and simple

Sub head
Holds the reader’s 
attention by giving 
more details

Font
large, bold text to show 
it’s the most important 
element of design

Headline
Must give  people a
reason to read on

DOUBLE 
JOY 
FOR 

BEYONCÉ

Beyoncé has given birth to twins in Los Angeles, 
according to reports on several celebrity news 
websites .

� e singer, who is 35, and her partner, the rapper 
and music producer Jay Z, already have a � ve-year-old 
daughter, Blue Ivy.
E! News, citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, reported 

the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los 
Angeles area hospital on � ursday.
Us Weekly, also citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, 

reported that the couple welcomed twins earlier this week. 
“Bey and Jay are thrilled and have started sharing the news 
with their family and closest friends,” one source told 
People.
A representative for Beyoncé did not respond to a request 

for comment.
� e celebrity news websites did not provide additional 

details, such as the date and time the twins were born or 
the sex of the infants.
� e performer, one of the most powerful women in 

the music business, announced the pregnancy on her 
Instagram account in February along with an image of her 
posing in lingerie and caressing a noticeable baby bump.
� e announcement had more than 8m “likes” in the � rst 

24 hours to become the “most liked” Instagram post ever.
� e R&B singer performed live at the Grammy awards 

in Los Angeles two weeks later, proudly displaying her 
swelling belly in a motherhood-themed show. She has 
since posted numerous pictures of her bare baby bump on 
social media accounts.
� e birth of Blue Ivy caused a paparazzi storm in 2012, 

with New York’s Lenox Hill hospital shutting down part of 
its maternity wing to accommodate the family.
News of the pregnancy came less than a year a� er the 

release of Beyoncé’s 2016 album Lemonade, in which she 
appeared to address longstanding rumours of trouble in 
her eight-year marriage.
� e lyrics of several songs spoke about being cheated on, 

and regretting being married. But Beyoncé made clear in 
the � nal tracks of the album and in music videos featuring 
Jay Z that she had decided to stay in the relationship.
� e couple has never addressed the rumours publicly.

BY EDWARD MCCARTHY

Celeb couple share 
good news

news@newspress.ie

the � nal tracks of the album and in music videos featuring 
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When
Exact details 
of when it 
happened

Who
Who it happened to




