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PDST Blended Learning

https://sites.google.com/pdst.ie/blended-learning/home
https://sites.google.com/pdst.ie/blended-learning/home


PDST Digital Support

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw4hCEEbymzr60QfCU8hf2A

https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning/DigTech
https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning/DigTech
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw4hCEEbymzr60QfCU8hf2A
https://www.scoilnet.ie/go-to-post-primary/pol-soc/
https://www.scoilnet.ie/go-to-post-primary/pol-soc/
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Seminar Overview
Session 1

10.00 - 12.00

Learning Intentions
Key Messages
Padlet
Sustainable Development Continued
Unpacking Key Thinkers in the classroom
Essential Question to Frame Discussion
Comfort Break - 20 mins

Using stimuli to make links across the Specification
Collecting and Critically evaluating data from research
Building Data and Research Literacy

12.00- 13.00 Lunch

Session 2

13.00 - 15.00

Formulating and Communicating an argument using evidence
Returning to the Essential Question
Comfort Break - 15 mins

Reflection “What will I bring back to my classroom?” 
Learning Outcomes from the day
Learning Intentions
Evaluations



At the end of this seminar 
participants will

be able to link a minimum of 2 key thinkers with the topic of sustainable 
development

have shared and created approaches to building student literacy around data 
and research

have explored approaches to helping students formulate and communicate 
arguments based on evidence

have had an opportunity to explore approaches to collect and critically 
evaluate data from multiple sources

have had an opportunity to explore learning outcomes and pedagogies for 
topics 7 and 8

avail of opportunities for collaboration and resource sharing amongst 
colleagues



Key Messages

A wide range of 
participatory and enquiry-

focused teaching and 
learning activities are 

appropriate for Politics and 
Society 

The decisions as to the 
most appropriate sequence 
and structure for learning 

will need to be made by the 
teacher in light of the needs 
and abilities of the learners 

in their class 

Developing in learners the 
skills of analysing and 
interpreting data is an 
important objective of 
Politics and Society



Padlet - share thoughts, data and 
evidence based on the essential 
question 

https://tinyurl.com/PolSocCohort4

https://tinyurl.com/PolSocCohort4
https://padlet.com/politicsandsociety/Bookmarks
https://padlet.com/politicsandsociety/Bookmarks


Revisiting Sustainable 
Development

Source: Version of this diagram available at http://www.circularecology.com

http://www.circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html#.XimCjMj7TIU


Unpacking Key Thinkers in the 
classroom



Essential question to frame discussion: 
Whose Earth is it anyway?

https://vimeo.com/55073825
https://vimeo.com/55073825


Break



Using stimuli to make links across 
the specification

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/

http://developmenteducation.ie/blog/2017/09/5-videos-sustainable-development-goals-worth-view-useful-ted-talk/
http://developmenteducation.ie/blog/2017/09/5-videos-sustainable-development-goals-worth-view-useful-ted-talk/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


Collecting and critically evaluating data 
from research

“An experience in collecting
and analysing both qualitative and 
quantitative data can enable 
learners to understand the use of 
data in social and political sciences 
from the inside”.

(Politics and Society Specification, NCCA, P. 
16)



Building Data and 
Research Literacy



Lunch



Formulating an Argument using 
Evidence



Communicating an Argument 
Using Evidence 

“Data analysis stage, in which 
learners will collate their evidence, 
draw conclusions from it, and 
rigorously check the extent to which 
their data and research design 
supports such conclusions”.

(Politics and Society Specification, NCCA, P. 16)



Whose Earth is it anyway?

https://vimeo.com/55073825
https://vimeo.com/55073825


Reflection 

What actions will I bring back to my classroom? 

How will I move my class approach to the subject forward?



Check In: Learning Outcomes

Consider the learning outcomes explored at seminars to 

date.

Have you explored any other learning outcomes in your 

classes? 



At the end of this seminar 
participants will

be able to link a minimum of 2 key thinkers with the topic of sustainable 
development

have shared and created approaches to building student literacy around 
data and research

have explored approaches to helping students formulate and communicate 
arguments based on evidence

have had an opportunity to explore approaches to collect and critically 
evaluate data from multiple sources

have had an opportunity to explore learning outcomes and pedagogies for 
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