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The Scramogue Ambush 23rd March 1921 

- Interviews and Some Unrecorded Facts  

 By Gerald Greene 
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Why I picked this topic? 

I picked this topic because I love reading about the War of 

Independence. This year is the 100th Anniversary of the Scramogue 

Ambush which happened close to where I live.  My grandparents 

often spoke about the Ambush and I wanted to find out more.  

During my research, I was fortunate to meet close family members 

of those involved in the ambush who were willing to share previously 

undocumented facts about the event. 

Why was there an Ambush? 

At the time of the ambush, the Irish had been under British rule for 

700 years.  Roscommon was one of the first counties to reflect the 

‘utter change’ after 1916.  In 1919, the War of Independence began.  

The Irish Volunteers, now the army of the Irish Republic, used the 

tactic of guerrilla warfare which involved ambushes, burning of RIC 

barracks and attacks on British military positions.  Roscommon was a 

relatively flat country and didn’t offer much cover for carrying out 

such attacks. However, Michael Collins of the IRA GHQ demanded 

more activity and sent Sean Connolly, a great guerrilla leader, to 

organise the Roscommon Volunteers.  He wasted no time in getting 

the various battalions on a war footing.   
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Who was involved in the Ambush? 

It was a joint operation on the Irish side involving both the Third 

Battalion of the South Roscommon Brigade and the Third 

Battalion of the North Roscommon Brigade.  Each battalion 

organised its own Flying Column consisting of local volunteers and ex-

British soldiers. These were involved in the planning and the 

execution of the ambush as they had knowledge of the local area and 

they could avail of safehouses in the vicinity to lie low after an 

ambush.   

 

On the British side, there were sixty or so RIC and Black and Tans 

stationed in the old barrack in Strokestown.  In Strokestown Park 

House nearby, there were approximately 150 soldiers of the 9th 

Lancers and the East York Regiment.  In charge of all the British 

forces in the town was Captain Roger Grenville Peek.  He had a 

fearsome reputation. 
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Why was Scramogue picked for the Ambush? 

The Roscommon Volunteers wanted to plan an ambush on the 

Strokestown-Longford route. It was a tarred road in 1921 so it was 

used as a main communication route for the British military lorries 

almost every day travelling between Athlone, Roscommon and Boyle.  

Sean Connolly had inspected many places in which to set up an 

ambush on the enemy and the Ashbrook area in Scramogue at the 

foot of Sliabh Bán mountain seemed the most suitable.  It had a 

sharp bend and was on an incline requiring vehicles coming from 

Strokestown to slow down. The nearby mountain offered the perfect 

topography in the event of a retreat.  Shortly afterwards, he was 

moved to Leitrim by GHQ and was killed.  The Volunteers decided to 

avenge his death by proceeding with his ambush plans. 

They noticed British military passed the road daily, usually early 

morning-time.  Sean Leavy, who was in charge of the North 

Battalion, had a house near the bend on the side of the road. Two 

volunteers went to visit him and said “Sean your house will definitely 

be blown up if anything close by happens to it.”  Sean replied “I don’t 

give a damn if it’s blown up as long as we get the job done”.   

What Guns were Used?  

When planning the operation, the officers realised that they were 

short on long-range arms. They borrowed from Longford and North 

Roscommon Brigades. Soon eleven Lee Enfields, a Winchester, a 

sporting rifle, 20 shotguns and three Webley revolvers were 

gathered.  This was the largest collection of arms the officers had 

seen at one place in the county.                

Service Rifle     

 

  Webley Revolver 
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Map of the Ambush site 
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What preparations were made before the Ambush? 

The Volunteers were on the ambush site at 3a.m. on 23rd March, 

1921. The Cumann na mBan girls had waited up to cook for the 

troops. The Battalion from Strokestown had the job of blocking the 

roads in the area to prevent British reinforcements from quickly 

reaching the surrounding area of the ambush. They decided to 

evacuate the people from the neighbouring houses and put them 

under armed guard at Earley’s house further up the road.   

Men dug a trench behind the hedge (B) which commanded the bend 

of the road so they would have protection from rifle fire. The hedge 

itself was cut back to improve communication.    

The main body consisting of 12 Volunteers 

armed with shotguns was in the trench(B) .  It 

was 6 foot below road level.  The men in the 

trench had access to house(C) from where 

they could use the back lane as an escape 

route to Sliabh Bán. There was a reserve of 

ten men a short distance away(E). The 

roadside house (A) was loop-holed for riflemen 

and an exit hole cut in the wall so they could 

escape.  Two expert riflemen took up position 

in this house - believed to be John Gibbons and ‘Buzzer’ 

Farrell.  Captain Jack Murphy was tasked with observing the road to 

Strokestown and to inform the waiting men when the enemy was 

approaching.  
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The Ambush 

At 7.10am the men 

heard the sound they 

had been waiting for.   

The first lorry was 

allowed up to the 

waiting shotgun men (X) 

and was fired on by the 

riflemen in the house 

(A).  The Crossley 

Tender staggered like a 

bird hit on the wing and the driver, John Keenan of the Royal Army 

Service Corps, slumped back in his seat dead.  The gunner, Corporal 

Hogbin, sat beside a Hotchkiss machine gun and fired it but he too 

was quickly put out of action.  Two military officers, Captain Peek 

and Lieutenant Tennant, who were sitting in the front seat beside 

the driver, jumped from the lorry and attempted to escape.  They 

thought the attack was solely from the house but they were exposed 

in the direction of the men in the trench and were shot (B).   Captain 

Peek was wounded but he continued running up the road.  He was 

probably hoping to meet the second lorry containing Tans.  

When the firing ceased, two civilians emerged from the back of the 

Crossley Tender with their hands up. They were being brought to 

Longford as prisoners. The column assumed that they were IRA 

prisoners but soon discovered that they were Tans.  When the 

second lorry of soldiers following at a good distance behind heard 

the gunfire, it turned and sped back to Strokestown. 
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My Impression of the 

Ambush 



10  

 

What happened after the Ambush? 

In a few minutes it was all over.  The Column quickly collected the 

enemy’s weapons. The Hotchkiss machine gun (see picture below) 

which was bolted to the floor of the lorry and ammunition were 

removed. They captured 5 Lee Enfield rifles and 2 Webley revolvers 

to add to the column's arms.  The lorry was sprinkled with petrol and 

set on fire on the roadside.  Pat Madden ordered his men to 

disperse. Some men from the local and Kilgefin companies remained 

on scout.  

 

Pat Madden and Martin Fallon quickly marshalled their men and both 

Tans across Sliabh Bán.  Fallon had the rifles and ammunition and 

Madden had the Hotchkiss gun.  None of them knew how to operate 

the machine gun however. Still, it was such a prize that Madden gave 

the North Roscommon men all the Enfields in return for keeping the 

Hotchkiss gun. 

As he lay dying, Captain Peek’s gun was retrieved at the ambush site 

by Sean Leavy and was held in his possession until the late 60s - 

early 70s.  As it was a licensed gun, it was collected by An Garda 

Síochána as part of a nationwide operation by the Department of 

Defence. Recently it was located by his grandson Kieran Leavy with 
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the assistance of the authorities. The possibility of decommissioning 

the gun is now being explored, which should give the opportunity of 

having it displayed at a suitable location. (see photograph). 

 

 

Captain Peek’s Gun 

 

 

Meanwhile in Roscommon town, District-

Inspector Cole had begun to galvanise his 

troops. A whippet tank and 8 lorry loads of troops were sent up 

towards the mountain.  

Two IRA men, Pat Mullooly and Brian Nangle of the North 

Roscommon column delayed in dispersing after the ambush and, 

according to my local historian, the British fired on them as they ran 

out of John Farrell’s Pub in Doughall on the foothills of Sliabh Bán.  

Both men surrendered and were interrogated and badly beaten but 

refused to give any information.  Unfortunately for them, the 

British captured documents indicating that Pat Mullooly’s brother 

Whippet tank  
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was an IRA officer.  The day after the ambush a convoy of 11 trucks 

of RIC and Black and Tans raided Pat Mullooly’s house.  They 

dragged out his younger brother Michael and shot him dead in the 

garden.  He was just 24 years old and had no part in the 

ambush.   The Crown Forces had got their revenge.  

Pat Mullooly and Nangle were both driven to the Lancers 

Headquarters in Roscommon. They were badly beaten and whipped 

with a Cat O’ Nine Tails.  They were treated for their injuries in the 

Curragh Hospital.  Patrick Mullooly was returned to Athlone Prison 

from where he made a daring escape two months later.   

The captured Tans were brought across 

Sliabh Bán to a safe house owned by 

Owens in the townload of Tuam.  It was 

decided to separate them when they 

discovered the Tans were dropping pieces 

of ripped up paper to leave a trail to 

follow.  Madden’s men made one of the Tans, Constable Evans, show 

them how to use the Hotchkiss and after that they shot him and 

buried him in Cloonboney Bog.  Mattie Gorman, the current owner of 

the bog, brought me to the burial site which is marked by a 

bush.  He also pointed out Owens’ safe house.  He related the story 

that no relative has ever claimed the body which is buried with just 

a metal identification plate. The other Tan named Constable 

Buchanan was brought by Fallon’s column to Curraghroe, shot and 

disposed of in the nearby river Shannon. 

Back in Ashbrook, the Crown Forces burned the house which had 

been loopholed (A).  During my interviews, I discovered that women 

and children in the area were rounded up and interrogated in 

Roscommon jail about the activities of their menfolk. Not one of 

them revealed any information and neither were they harmed.  The 

expected backlash never came.  This was mainly due to the fact that 

the Crowns Forces lost their two main leaders - Lieutenant Tennant 

and Captain Peek who served as their intelligence officer.  It was 

Cat ‘o Nine tails 



13  

 

believed this absence of leadership probably saved the burning of 

the houses.  Seán Leavy’s house survived! 

 

What was the Impact of Ambush? 

The effect of the ambush was huge. It was the most successful 

ambush in Roscommon.  The enemy had been wiped out (Captain Peek, 

his second-in-command Lieutenant Tennant and 4 soldiers) without a 

single Volunteer casualty and the Irish had secured much needed 

arms.  This showed the IRA in Roscommon that they had the 

ability to ambush and to defeat British men in arms.   It was a great 

boost to the Volunteers. 

The Scramogue ambush also served to throw the Crown Forces into 

disarray. The very peculiar behaviour of the second lorry containing 

Tans on that morning convinced the military that the Tans had 

suspected an ambush and had let Captain Peek and his men go to 

their death.  Its failure to come to their aid confirmed their 

suspicions.  From one of my interviews, I discovered that the Black 

and Tans could well have been tipped off by an anonymous phone call 

made from the local bank branch.  Relations between the RIC and 

British military became strained as a result.  This fact was exploited 

by the Irish Volunteers who followed up the ambush with further 

attacks.  These dealt a hammer blow to the already low morale of 

the Crown Forces and boosted the War of Independence effort. 
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Some Interesting Images 

 

 

An historical map of the Scramogue area showing the old Strokestown-Longford road before it was 

upgraded and widened. 

 

Outside the imposing entrance to 

Strokestown Park House, the 

home of the British military 

during the War of Independence

 

Ambush Site 

Outside the former RIC Barracks in 

Strokestown occupied by the RIC 

and Black and Tans in 1921 
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With Jim Ganly, local historian, PJ Hunt and Mattie Gorman at the 

burial site of Constable Evans in Cloonboney Bog 

 

 

Our local politician, Senator 

Eugune Murphy, remembers 

his granddad and all those 

who took part in the 

ambush. 
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Outside Strokestown Park House.  According to my local historian, 

the Lancers’ Gymnasium is through the large archway.   The mural of 

the Lancers’ Coat of Arms can still be seen on the wall there. 

 

  

Badge of the 9th Lancers 
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Tribute to the Kilgefin Volunteers who participated in the 

Scramogue Ambush 



18  

 

 

Tribute to Michael Mullooly who was killed by RIC in retaliation for 

the Scramogue Ambush 
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War of Independence memorial at 

Shankhill, Elphin which includes the 

name of Michael Mullooly 
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At Kiltrustan Graveyard, burial place 

of Michael Mullooly 
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List of participants in the Scramogue Ambush –  about 40 to 60 men were involved. 
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