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The Siahificanbe of the First World War

What makes an event significant? How do we measure significance? What makes one
event more significant than the other? These are questions we have pondered over when
considering the significance of the First World War.

There can be no doubt that the First World War was a significant event in our history. A
‘strange sort of conflict’ as the chair of the West Tyrone Historical Association called it.
And it was. It was hugely significant and is a major part of our history. The word ‘our’ also
- being something we have engaged in and discussed when researching this conflict. In the
words of author and historian Jude Collins, ‘Whose past is this anyway’? Whose story is it?

In tackling such questions we have discovered that public thinking on the war and its
significance has changed. In Northern Ireland, and in Omagh, it was once common only for
Unionists to commemorate the war, while Nationalists almost completely ignored
forebears’ service in an army which many saw as that of an occupying power'. Yet in recent
years there has been much grassroots nationalist engagement, and even Sinn Fein figures
now take some part in commemoration. Meanwhile, in the Irish'Repuinc over the past 20
years, there has been a steady engagement of political Ieaders who would once have

‘boycotted ceremonles, paving the way for The Queen’s ground breaking acts of
"commemoratlon here in 2011.

'"Such changes took investments of time and money — both from government and from
individuals who work in the many different areas of First World War history. We hope

: that through this prolect we have paid tribute to sacrifice, but al_so remembering survivors
; and service, an'd more accarately understanding the true sign.ificance of the Great War.

, ' ”The hope is that by recoverlng the memory of the common suffermg of aII sorts of Irish -
N e _Protest'ant and Cathollc umomst and natlonallst - in World War One, the peace process in -
o contemporary Northern Ireland almmg to heal its equivalent shared suffering, might .
markedly be advanced. And if it does this, then surely the Irlsh fallen of World War one
may not have dled in vam. ‘

i Professor Keith Jeffery’




The Great War and Omag.h

When the Great War began in 1914 many thousands of men from the North West of Ireland
enlisted in Omagh. There were recruiting meetings in the town and a special camp was set

up in the holm behind St. Lucia to house them.

o
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The men-’trai'néd'_together at

* St. Lucia barracks and the land

' that eventually became the -
‘Llsanelly barracks was aIso a
_training grol nd for these men Lk

Av:e’wfrom st. Lucia looking North. .

This fand evéntdal/y became thesite
of the L/sanelly barracks and today
thls land will house the first shared

0 educatlpna[ campus in Omagh !




'Here we have an image of the 2" Battallon RoyaI Innlskllllng Fusiliers, mcIudmg many men

from"Qmagh and district, going off to war. They were to fight at Le Cateau, The Retreat from
Mons the Battles of the Marne, The Aisne, First Ypres and Neuve Chapelle. Very few of the
rlgmal drafts survived to partrcrpate in ‘the Battle of the Somme The officer on the horse in
~the cer ,.tre_of the plcture Iookmg at the camera is Lleutenant Charlle AIexander of Termon
House,'Carrlckmore who was transport offlcer for the battahon 2




i 5-=,Here we have the 2"7 Battalion Royal Ihnsikf//ing Fusiliers led by_ their band en route for Lydd prior to
embarkation to France and their first confrontation with the enemy in /Belgium, 1914.

!

Cndl s i 3 : Py o
~ The Gﬁf Battalion marching along James street to the Railway stati
e Front, 1914.° : - Y
XoRe : :
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_The mterestmg thlng we uncovered in our research about the |mpact of the Warin Omagh is
: how much thrs ‘was a shared war The men who enlrsted came from both S|des of the 3

: ‘who [eft lreland to enllst |n the War were from a Natronahst or Cathollc background Yet

among§t the Natlonallst commumty and espeually in what became the Republlc of Ireland

_homes of those soldlers never forgot Thelr mothers never forgot it was the state that
'forgot’ “In the real communities of real people real grandfathErs and réal fathers dled
re and they were never ever forgotten Thrs |ssue of remembranc’e and how we

AR g ; AL
%’ ¥ mber the war we w1II cover later in our prOJect Crh o § S0 U R

vﬁlustrate our |aolnt that this was mdeed a shared _war we ha’ "{Uncoveregthis fascinating
'otograph taken on 21‘°‘t March 1914 taken out5|de~ irch

happenedl However Bernadette McAllskey pomts out in «Whose past is it anyway?’ that the

'/




the ’irnpprtedv’ soldiers and Carson’s volunteers. At Omagh, 100 of the Bedfordshire
regiment and 50 of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers along with 200 Ulster Volunteers met at a
church parade. “They shared the same hymn book, sang ‘God Save the King’ and even
saluted.” Quote from Daily Sketch, 25" March, 1914.° |

tolera ce and respect for each other S trad|t|ons and bellefs Perhaps itis 5|gn|f|cant now

{,-‘that the old St Lucna and Llsanelly barracks is belng transformed once agaln 1nto a shared

s
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. Life at home during the War

The reality for people at home during the war was that life continued on as normal.
Relatives and friends would wait for letter from their loved ones or read about battles in
local newspapers.

'A,s part of our research we visited the Ulster Herald offices in Omagh and accessed their
archives.

Below is the official declaration of war in the Ulster Herald newspaper, dated 8" August
1914, '

i

\ow

{his"

é to the summary rejection by the German Government of the request made by
Majesty’s Government that the neutrality of Belgium will be respected his Majesty’s
:Ambassador at Berlin has received his' passport, and his Majesty’s Government has

clajed.to the German Government that a state of war exists between Great Britain
fan’&,l"(;:e\fmahy as from Il p.m. on August 4th. :

<

.

© GERMANY.

OFFICIAL 'DECLARATION.

L

he following is the text of the official declaration made by the British Government :—
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CASUALTIES IN THE WAR.

Northern Officers and Men.

! Second-Lieutenant William * M. Hunter,
:Royal Insh Fusiliers, killed, was the fourth
son. of ‘the late Mr. John Hunter and Mrs.

+ Hunter,” Barnhill House, Letterkenny. = He

had been accmm:ant in; the Belfm Bm.k
Ballyshannon. ' -
Cn@tam C. E. Cole Hamlltm:, Boyn.l Scoia

-(Icmdenbdly killed %’m‘?‘l was a

_na w of "Lieut.Col. .A R.

aml.lwn
7? Beltrim, Newtownstewart. -

Se rgeany T, Harpur, Inmakx]lm Fumhera,
has!, beezu wotmdaf by shrapuel m the left
arm, and is_in hospital in Dublin.: - Sergeant
Harpur, who is a son . of Mr. Harpur,

-Fairman Place, Derry, wusan assistant' jn
. Mr. Malseed's esta.bhnhment Duke Streéet.!

-wmﬂ“ﬂ&\

© Mrs, E. Fulton, wgpmg .Lane, Derry,
his been nol.:.ced thet her husband, Lance-
FuMon, Inniskilling: Fusiliers
:? has ‘been ‘wounded for the

_nmd ds in, hospital; . .
- Mus: ‘yl.le, Edenmo'm Su-eet. Derry, has
received.. & postoard .:frem..":her - husband,
‘B.-. Wylie,” Inniskilling- Fusilicrs,

?'th June, .

- LP:;vm,ﬂEdward Moran, Pout On‘ﬂce-Blﬂes

§ hag Do Killed fn sctions

,- ﬂ,to' [+ rtson, Immiskilling

Fusiliers, Bun c%h-m— who . waa. previoasly e
bean killed, in - action..

Iﬁﬂ - Fusiliare :—Missi

Py ORDOT, ¢ Dﬁny, Cpl 1 @. Kerr, Omngh

Newtowns-tewa.ﬂ.- Sergeant - F.

.:.M' Omnqh ;+R. M'Daid,’ Burndennett ;

A M hlin, -, Derry; - W. .. M'Sherry,
Derr‘y,};“g Mullen, - Fintonay | J. - Mullan,
E. :Reilly, ‘Enniskillen; E. S‘beehm,

:.Dm -J.. T&ylur, ‘Derry.

W.. Downey. Derry, R. I Regt dxed

;.d woundn Pte. D. Brad.ley, Derry, is re-
‘ported wound

ENN‘ISKILLEN MARKI:TS
'Ratnum for weck ending Tuesday, 10th

. July, 1917 :—Butts of butter in market, 202,
. from 15°56d to 1s 7d per.lb.; dead pigs, 110,

from 127a to 137s E:r cwt. ; oats, from 25 9d
to 3s per stone; hay, from 3s 6d.to. 4s 6d
percwt,at.raw from 23 6d to 33 6d per
cwt. ; turmips, none; potatoes from 13 4d to
1s 6d per stone. .

: Sargu.n‘b :
. .mtating thet he has  been, wounded inithe | -
}glftg,rm ad ahoulder ,and. js S hoapxt.al_ .

?"’ t.. Chmtopher Lau'{ 'Inmsl:lnm-g
M hanmon, has dsed in Frence. |
. ,H;r.-{ Emnett Gnrr'nn. Trillick; hos
“bepn mfonnpd his. son, Private Fmd '
G,; Bonuptt, D » Guards,. has been ; dan-
?-mdy, i .md. is m 8 bage howpital
Y &!‘m 2
+. 2Pk Feremiah; M‘,Dmd, _Itp}midl]mg
m}m t.erke;ny. wu,kﬂled m. action

of
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Although the media was
censored back then reports of
war causalities were published.
This news report details the
names of local men killed or
injured. This would have been
very difficult for the families
seeing their loved ones name
printed here.

Interesting to note that
Lieutenants and Captains are
reported on first then privates.
The hierarchy exists even in
death.

As if to highlight the fact that life
just continues on regardless note
the article underneath about
Enniskillen Markets.




WAR NEWS.

‘BRITISH OFFENSIVE ON THE

e ‘< SOMME.

It is mpnr& that on a front of 25 miles
the Affies on the west front commenced the
expected great offensive on  the extreme

“ovight of the British liwe and left of the
‘French, amd ca both sides of the Somme,
- early on Suturday morning, continued dor-
“ing the whole day, and through the night.

The art'ilery preparation by the Dritish

. for tho subscquent imfantry as:ault is de-
" suribed as altogether uuparalleled.

(I’ress Asaociation War Snecial.)

Paris, Monday.--The semi-official etate-
ment issued last evening says:—

The French and British offemsive was
continued with desperation throughout tho
da?r and night of July 1 and the day «of
July 2 To-day's results were mo less en-
couraging tham yesterday's. We made fresh

~ progwess. repuired all counter-attacks, and

' wok a great number ot orisoncrs. ’

In the British sector the stroggle is par-
ticularly keen between the Ancre and
- Somme round the villages of Montauban

~ (which was captured yesterday, violently

. counter-attackea during o wmight, aad

% firmly held).  Fricourt, which was carried

.~ .this afternoon, and Lo DBoiselle, where our
" Allies are making progress.
' :  On the right wiag beid by the French the
nomy several limes made vigorous oounter-
attacks azainst our positione on the edge of
(the village of Hardecowrt, but ho was rout-
ed by our fire.

To the suuth we carried, after violend
fighting, the village of Curlu, and a neigh-
bouring quarry wnich had been strongly
| fortified.

Scuth of the Scmme we made a further
advanoe and reached a number of points in
ha Cerican evcond jposition on a front of
abaut e2ven kilometres betwoen the Somme

nd Assevillers. ' N
This advance gave us the villazes of Frise,
only cight kilometres from Deronne, and
aleo the Meriaucourt Wood, to the cast.
In 4wo davs over 6,600 wnwounded priso-
~ ners have fallkn into the  hands of the
*French, and the British on their side re-

port having taken 3,500,  Besidas this, wo

kave captured many guns and considerable

cwar materinl.

The opcning of battle has bien magni-

- ficent, and the operations are ceatinuing

. Tavourably, alttiouzh the Uermans aro put-
Lling up strong resislance.

© Hewever, our progress must be expected

to L relatively slow - but sure, for the tac-

tics empinyed consist in consolidating every

uoram before  attacking  the next ebjective,

Lot us therefore conpratulate owrselves on

o the prasent success, and awnit the future
L% with watience,  The erewy has just sus-
“Ctained o overy hard ebock, whidh will le
followed by many more, °*

Eumared as Gio %, on two wings, en the
Somme ean:i Meose, and rebulfed before Ver-
daa by our vicient attacks, it scems an im-

ggainst his witheut giving way.  In any
120 the Germans are forced to admit our
uceesses i their official communique.

They say, “We gained important advan-
tagea,”” adding, “We preferrad to withdraw
to a“position situated midway between the
first and second lines. Material which
ras perminetly fived in our advanced iines,
and which, moreover, had been tvendered
uselcss, was lost, as is usval in such cases.”
@ The admission is significans. ™ !

. ¢
: [oesibility that he should he able to with- | {58
sland the push which is going to be made |

8

b
2

Battle reports in the local media

Local media reports on the major
battles during the War.

With the men away at the front fighting
the reality for people at home was that
life went on as normal. The media
reported weekly on what was happening
in the war but news was so heavily
censored back then by the government
that people were not getting an accurate
description of what was actually
happening. This newspaper report,
accessed from the archives of ‘The Ulster
Herald’, is about the Battle of the
Somme. We now know that this battle
took heavy causalities, especially Irish
soldiers and a high volume on the first
day, 5,500 killed, wounded or missing
out of a total of about 15,000, and yet it
has been reported as ‘magnificent’.
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THE STRUGGDE FOR YPRES.

‘ @ Three Weeks Battle—Thnllmg
. Narrative By Eye-Witness, o

“

.. al for attack, rty of Ger-j i th . ; . i .
y . [PRESS ASSOCIATION. WAR SPECIAL.) mﬂﬁﬂﬂa r:;g:ly ;n.lo ,a pnw); m“m l;ﬁ;'gmw:m v:]?:n-ii Ry . t?l vg:;m":: “g:mtlh:a mns}mn! ot Tine Friday was an | assaulting troops at once gained the ememy's) field guna, hwl‘.mn, and many macjdreguas | command he reized one mam, -\mkaum and
| . s e Germans showed greatwner- Irau line. Owing to the failure of the :,d,vu\c' having been destroyed. The on  thus
i PRESS BURBAU, Saturday, 1030 a.m. Imediatly someone raised o 're ed that the grousd was | vou i ; : ‘ posi cuffer him unmercifull
i U, ! 0 e e Sime " sacd T As kmm g fatrels repe g s neen in 4 o carly hours of the moring in | farther north, the left of this attack did not | gained early on Sllnd:y morning formed a ¥
The following descriptive account, which has| §) 2 1 o withe Ge S ntey, including | mace aad . iy wﬂtmol‘ and, woue ",’,,'; the neighbourhood of Richebourg and Festu. | push on beyond the first lino of German jcouple of -formidable wedges dnven inlo the Another, and avim & more surprising exampla
Loen icated by an Eye-Witness present | theoo. in  th Aty nche, vt da et o bert. where they opened a rapid rife firo, as if | trenches, sud threw back its fank to conect | Gorman lino at. u distance apart of sboul 1,000 | of . metl ived i
commani by an Eye’ present | thooo in the eupport and reserve tre trenches on the previons day wero noticed | expecting s T They ‘also apa. German.methods, was rocently gived in hos-
with the Géneral Headquariers, contirues and | broken and flod to the cear, sffering eeverdly | bor full of German equipment " had been | thy ymrre ey also shelle Bo- | wilh our original line, but tho cestre and yards. This intervening space, which Was|pial’ A elightly weonded Prossion officer
o i " from our artillery and machine gune. In doing | thrown away to mc:,hh th'-r Tight. The | of miarmrmx tly without dmng’ any da.m;lge right were soon firnily established in the Ger- ahvn.dr held and e\u-ndusd included l.wu o *e wis
supplegggts the narative published n. the | o7 0 A e prisoncrs. rioonars etaved that their logses on the 13th :Immnhrr importance. The d {u{ the 15¢h | man second Line, the gain of ground amounting | lines of breastwo rom {roat placed between two of his men, who were both
16th i@ of the British foroé and the French | . The position about Verlorenhoek wos, ,m,,_ Fad bren very severs, | Thus ended for the passed quietly, but during that uight and | to eight hundred yards in frantage and about | rear and cmmrnmd a8t xl‘s vo ire lnﬁer.:llf suflering from vory severs wounds. The da;
armics in immediate touch with it. cver, subjected o - hvm ous artillery and | moment at Jeast the protracted fighting round before dawn of the 16th eveats were in pro- |six l-mndrul in depth at the furlber point. |in both d:-ecua-s behind tha. front, and alo ohitly and he had ank >y
- Tmachine wun fire. During the night the :..‘ Yorem, which had boen  coutinued intermi- gron ‘r;q,dln portion of the front far removed | This attack near.Richebourg, however, vas |3 sities of reboiits consisting of -atrongly-forti- | *o0 1Y #0€ Ae y one Hlanket, and
. 18t May, 1015/—The struggle for Ypres | wag ‘re.cssablished 2 lmln ..,,, 'hah.nd t.hn - uml; from April 22, m Ypres, which were to only ?m of the whole operation planaed, ai J:t, and Eazm buildings connected by | instead of uhn.s for. more he ordered tho .
i : ‘3‘&5‘3"&‘;&“’"’;&3‘&”12"‘# IMAb:plx: finad trenches, hich  pad et py-vaerd 3’“ held- o b li 2?"5' e| RENDER smm;vofr;{gsgm YERSE OF {d:';r Thcraw. gy m‘:., it o s“}‘:‘e Tnako £ Immgressum w;.cmmu.fw ‘hthm sodiers 4o give bim theirs, He thic waat 1o
g Y N s , b roughout these very y:ru;upuwawm - a-umy o1 tont eld to his plan riving ST, 7, ano acsault was carried out on il make no further ‘on_the right our
4 A E 3 1t of the lize immediately lo-the aurth o | men Seard e Bomman’ fral Tine N iy Jar | slocp wrapped in dhree ‘blsnkets, leaving his

devoted to artillery action by both sides, and | jng wiich cur men were often lying ua back on Ypres by means of smultaneous
a N pid Jres . as_has 1 1], ppened > ghi b s
Thusaday s a3y | EXPOSED FOR HOURS oA MURDEROUS ﬁrwru from the morih and cast of the lient, | paign. Wo frequently happened in this R :tu reo ' hundred yards towards Festu- |men to” shiver ‘with no covering. . Throughout
X e seems the Germans were lol expecling a bm. dnrmg oul- the deremm with hand gre- | the day .our guns hampered the reinforcements

g . Tenewed with cven greater violence, especiall is attacks being supported by &
g great mass of L' nd i
in the section between the Y] Julian ervy arth e alts Tre ntform g, L'Avove, and Festubert, in this ared. | bow at this point and that their attention was | nades thrown over the traverses, About 10.50 enem; ino troops by  shelling
- . road and the Menin high Tey remainod ptrfﬁclly ﬂ,endy u:g ymskaleen, beary arilery. iee al et e} d:'umbelh:";‘zh;fd 7o progress had boen | fuily socupind | with our ofleasive  farthor | am. a,dpurnunad effort, waa made to v oot °a'.‘.:i‘°m o B et ng:a the rear,
On th extreme Tight of m_, sector, imme. | and were always perfectly ready l:“l:fznem few., ooewions, where our firat line tronches wholo of the enemy's Zef Hd m" the | ngrth. Our infantry carried the whole of their and he Gefmans in the .pm between [ and they also made good practice against tho
.i.] e "high road, our troopa | Selves 1u or to advance again Y | have be. ericaated, the enery has muoneeded | sodoubde and guemy'y defences, Lo the | entrenchments, which wére of a most intricate | the wmm oI thelr position " captared, | hostile ARHISFy.
In epito of everything, but further in occcupying line, and our | o pey “hd machine posta I re Charecter, withaut any grmt difficulty on & | by prigaing en worthwards from La Quingue | AL one period they sloppod by their firo the
unh, north they fell back on to the supporting general Treas I tobe sontracied: e pad been aublected 1o & Jeliberate o front of sme twolvo hundred yards, and such | Rue “Lheir communications, but the at- gﬂn of & convoy 7 of for filled
line.  About the same time a strong infantry THE GERMAN INFANTRY HAS BEEN | madg gene ",J"J e. Our rer e' fort waa | wag their dash mc. they pressed on beyond the ) The enemy’s bmutworkl wera well' #,, which " were aL to be pro- .
attack, supported with heavy m.ne.—y, was de- SACRIFICED which Grom “{h‘"'mehs ',‘,r““".;, { ous front [ enemy's third line and rushiod oo mipporting | sem ith machine guns békind stecd shiclda ¢ Al the Fad Trom Labasoe to vm.m., v
liverod aguinet our position north of Wielje, " disron. I e P, o of tho | noint” after -'mathu. Gntil st the furtheat point [ omld‘ Iy bo destroyed by high explo- mmnmi by.s body  of :n!nutry on foot, -
end here with tho usual disregard for loss, being used own as the Rue de Bois, running eoiith | thephad Ancther attempt in this direction made | Tho infantry ‘e e dispersed.-  The result of -
rather a4 a sereen for machine guns and ar. [ of the road until it Tedches the turning to La ELV) Ister met with the same result. During | tho day was that the enemy’s line waa hok:n .

tillery thap anything elos.  Wherever the | Quinque Rue, and then takes a turn southward PENETRATED TWELVE HUNDRED
g has ]u):x\'nl \f into purely infan- | p2asing in front of Festabert. The finst attack | YARDS BEHIND THE GERMAN FRONT.
try action, our men havo proved their sa FW took place {rom" our trenches im _ fromt of | In direction of the Rue du Marais over oze

© THE LINE WAS TE\U’OEAR]LY BROKEN,

fterroat:, he o in two pl B
ot connoratse_wan undetaken it T o T | il B s i ot

ade ativarious pointe by humlm-g with ae short & apace in between, and that ab
ling along trenches, and by evi ane pmnt. wo had penotrated . nghﬁ through

. delay, by which the t
and ong _establi M 1., their ad- ity again and again. There have indee Richebourg at 11.30 p.m. hundred prisoners were taken, including three 2 trondin
Tancs fu. e ",’C e aiered enormoua “{{m:"” unts p‘::;ﬁ‘m e L4th Tany occariozs both here snd farther south | The enemns in this quirter was on, the qui |oficorn ienes s Wher, neluding s | e o aresily ,‘,’,"ﬂm"]‘:f,,_ ;:'ﬁ,',‘, A i, spot oar Hg Tormed, & prvoun
) losses. Whilo this m gomg on_our line 'be- momiog o 'ﬁ Ly “\. 4 4 on which the German infant E in Epm of its moi ently, éx]‘md.mg atfack. *The mo- | were taken by -nrpm: and so some of them l,,.;,.’- of i physique and of roldicry “bearing, | malient ddenr]ed by a breastwork, and dnnng
- e YprosTioularo [ Fridey, the o o | Coursgs s showy o macked lack ‘of train, | ment our mes t the trenches rocsived tho orler to \Hands vp. ma dthérs Appearing demoralized, troined, | s night tho < Cermane ‘countec-attacked “ana
R S e e | o : o o o s s T g e | e Uy e B [ dogte 22 o it S 5 o o e
T line, T enemy's ntantry, howaver, did xot | Won lowm heavy and : make u'p on g deficicncy o such LE they ‘were cgaged in ca oub a reliel i OLDERM SOLD: SPOI N ‘other g o
attempt to K .,rwm':iqm large " nambers, mid“h !:m .-::_.em)t or oy strengthening the elaborale serics of entrench- | which shed a bright white Lgm over a ":,‘? -:fi. our. mng were bpon ﬁem, and ‘that had TH}? I:}REJSI‘ BIOE‘R;:MHKB \VTTR‘. gn;‘.fl;.ﬂ,‘::“ much :,“:wm by ::‘;fmzf
and by muntmrazuckmg ta the north of Hooge [ &t SURIE rmans ments behind their first liné, and by mulhply- largo area. On the extreme left sector our our attack beea delayed for @ quarter of an by the nnmber of 13 taken, and ot ““
and in tho neighbourhood of Vi Verlorumhock, we {he Ypres Houlers <ol aur gons, and later | ing the pumber of machine guns p venco waa checked, many of our men beirg | hoot they would bave boen ready for it. Al s In whid the snemy. were ere’surprioed 1n
SUCCEEDED IN RE-COOUPYING OTR | on oty oould be soen Jiﬁ,'mi' “Chemselves in | to bring cross firo to bear on every pu-u shet ns they clambered over our own porapets, | the prisoners testified to the henvy camuclties | batoli w: It xes folt that
TRENOHES, Slons the Hannobeek: stream nesr the 1,,3 .;'[ f{_ﬁ" -u-P‘J;m ﬂ;-a;mp:;us‘ubb:n&iuﬂ:l mt: ﬁtahmkr 1:‘ :t}:.rl-mhb .;:;eh ‘m h:? .:?pf wﬂmm‘ wan u m«:mcq; who was uuu: by .;* and by the French.was, mmg ;u ell'u."h
e t weapons is shown at offi 3 o
rothes. it eratere: which Teprescoted thiem, | treches we Tad evabuatxd, :"’”".'.."} e ey empioyed 4o man them. 5 | Tight sectcr we were more sucocastul and the id& Bob mave on. Lie ¥ g";'-::“ :nlgury ra-r:').:"afﬁ;__“, & food
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The Wister Berald

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 1915.

‘NATIONAL The Conscriptionists

SERVICE” have found what they.]
TUMBUG. bélieve a more delect-

able name for Com-
wlsory Military Service. They call it
'National Service.” Lord Northeliffe,
vho has such a record as a British “{fac-
ionist ” ,to his account, the maker of
‘abinets, the dictator of policies, the “last
rord ” on munitions, the shewd business-
aan, who has almost come to believe that
he war was undertaken for the benefit of
is newspapers’ circulation—this person
nay be regar'ded"us the leader of the con-
pirators.  For a time the campaign on
ehalf of Prussian military methods in
hese countries was carried on by papers
f the “ Daily Mail,” “London Times,"”

nd ““ Morning Post ” ilk, but these having V

ailed to intimidate the people, an organ-
sation, known as the National Service
.ague, has come into existence, and
ndertaken the work of browbeating all
tho fail to acknowledge its monopoly of
atriotism and virility, Fortunately for

he peace and future ]mppipess of the|"

Inited Kingdom, as well as for the rest
f the world, the National Service League’s
'russianist programme is doomed to fail-
re, but it is possible that:it may be
arried far epougﬁ to cause.annoyé:_lcé to
hose who'huvq really the interests of the
salm at heart, and posub]y do grave in-

1ry to volun ary recruxtmg
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Local Soldier’s Stories

Some of those
who served.

h, ~When we embarked upon our research for this pro;ect we threw out the netin our school
and asked students to come forward if they knew of any relatives they had that fought in:
the Frrst World War. One girl in Year 9, Jenny Steele "came with a wealth of mformatlon :

: about her two great, great uncles who had fought a d’i%d dljrlng the war and a third who

o had returned home Jenny and her famlly had even, V|5|ted the graves and memonals to

&,

these men in Belgium and Francé™ Vs Br e I BRnel = it Lol




“N

W|II|am was among: the flrst batch of mtakes enllstmg on the 17th September 1914 W|II|am '
was a feceiver of an ornate brass gift tm as a Chrlstmas resent_ in December 1914 from Her
RoyaI nghness the Princess Mary s Chrlstmas fund Wlll,lam s battallon was to remain on the
(e Western Front until November 1918 seelng actlon at the Somme AIbert (Thiepval), ;
Messmes the Ypres Salient (Langemarck) Cambrar;(WeIsh Rldge) St Quentm The Ypres
'&ejlent (Ravelsburg Rldge Passchendale Rldge) and the crossmg of‘the Lys

”‘“rate 1917, W|II|am was promoted to ng S corporal and recérved the M|I|tary Medal
: ,:asﬁproved dlfflcult to establlsh the date or the cnrcumstances surroundmg the mcrdent that



At the -é'r,’ij‘i":i"o»f'théy\)\iér Kihg's, Corporal William McKeown MM was serving with 243
Cqmpahy, Royal Army Service Corps (RASC) as a driver. He was transferred from the RASC to
the Royal Innysikillihg Fusiliers Reserve (Class 2) on demobilisation on 28" June 1919 while
the Corps was stationed at Woolwich Dockyard, and remained on the Reserve list until
1924. As William had signed up for the duration of the war he was not entitle to a pension
but received gratuity upon demobilisation. Following his discharge, he returned to the |
family home in Ballygawley. William gained employment as a driver for Major Carleton at
Eskra, Co.Tyrone and remained in service for three years. Maud Brown from Cootehill, Co.
Cavan, was housekeeper on the Carleton Estate and they were married in 1921.

.

Wedding of Wi//iam McKeown and Maud Brown




,WiIIiaM brother’s Thomas and Robert did not manage to make it home from the war.
Thoma‘s. was killed in action on 16™ August 1917, he was 23 years old. Along with his
comrades, Th_‘omas was given a temporary grave at the time. Following the completion of
hostilities, the War Graves Commission undertook to provide soldiérs’ remains with a
marked plot in newly constructed cemeteries close to where they fell. Thomas’ grave can be

found in the New Irish Farm Cemetery in West —Vlaanderen, Belgium. N

Thomas McKeown




Robert:i\‘/:f"c'l'(»ebwr'ii fifth son of William and Isabella was also killed in the war. He was only 19
years old. On one of the few occasions that his brother William spoke of his experiences
c!uring the Great War, he described how he had witnessed Robert’s death. An instruction
had been given for the Inniskillings to “go over the top”. As the tro'ops emerged from the
cover of the trench, a German shell landed in front of them. Robert, who was part of the
‘group in front of Wiiliam, caught the full force of the blast. William assisted with the
recovery of the dead and wounded. ;

&




Letters Home

To win the war the British Army believed that morale was crucial, and it looked to the Post
Office for help.

The delivery of post was vital for two reasons. Firstly, receiving well wishes and gifts from

home was one of the few comforts a soldier had on the Western Front. The majority of

them spent more time fighting boredom than they did the enemy, and writing was one of

the few hobbies available to them. For some, it was a welcome distraction from the horrors
. of the trenches.

.

Secondly, letters served a p’ropaganda purpose as everything that soldiers sent back was

- subject to censorship. The British Army claimed this was to prevent the enemy finding out
secret information, but really it was to prevent bad news from reaching the home front.

- Letters from serving soldiers had a powerful role, not just in keeping families informed of_'
‘the well-being of their loved ones; they also helped to sustain popular support for the war
across the home front. Nothing could be allowed to jeopardise that.

When we visited the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland as part of our research they
"shov{;ed us letters written by men during the war. ‘

"O'ne‘of the most poignant letters we came across was thaf_of Major-General Oliver Nugent
;who came from Co. Tyrone writing to his wife on the 2" JuIy 1916, the second day of the
‘battle of the Somrhe He opens his letter with “Just a Ime to say Arthur and |l and my staff are
all well. Yesterday was terrible. Our Iosses I fear very heavy He ‘goes on to tell her ‘we are
the only division WhICh succeeded in domg what it was glven to do and we did it but at a
_fearful cost We are flghtlng today but we have so few men Ieft ‘We know that the

: : causaJ Iles amongst the Utster division were very heavy 5,500 men mlssmg, dead or .

5 Wouhded out of around 15 000 on the first and second day of the battle. MajorﬂGeneraI
55 ‘Nugent descrlbes the bravery of thbse men in h|s letter saylng ’I did not believe men were
made who could do'such gallant work under the condltlons of modern war

: Letters llke th|s one would have been sent regularly back“and Forth from fhe homes in
(o Omagh and Co. Tyrone to the front hne '

e 3 y . Syt
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; Undoub é?dly one ofthe hardest letters to receive wouId have been the next letter we took
SR partlcular mterest in. This letter was sent by a soldier to his friend’s father, a Mr Davidson.
~ Inithe descrlbes h|s frlend s death and he writes ‘I believe he dled instantly and in no pain’.
: Apparently this was something soldiers almost always told relatlves as no one would want
to reveal the awful truth about how some men met their death. The saddest part in this
‘letter we found was'at the end when he says ‘I am sorry | am unable to write you a good
letter, but even yet [ 4am. not myself after what I'have come through this last 10 days, and

the tears are roIIingvdo"wn the face.’

o



“ Remembering the War

”

“Commemoration is about sharing human experiences and fates, and reflecting on them.
(Piet Chielens, Co-ordinator, In Flanders Museum)

How we commemorate and remember the Great War very often depends on our political
and/or religious background. Speaking about the decade of centenaries and their
importance deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness said: “Over 200,000 Irishmen fought in
the war and over 49,000 were killed, which shows the human impact of the war on the
_island of Ireland. It is important all their personal stories are told to ensure the memory of
those Irish soldiers killed will continue.” The First Minister Peter Robinson also said, “As we
enter an important decade of commemorations in both our countries, it is my hope that we
will keep alive the history and the stories of those who did not return from war. The stories
of the fallen have to be recorded for the benefit of future generations and will'allow us to
~express our thanks and acknowledge the sacrifice of men who died helping to preserve our
freedom."

"Lest we forget" are the famous words, originally penned by Kipling. In Ireland however,
~some did forget the sacrifices made by the men durlng the Great War. Why and how that
‘_'happened is'very complex. During the war John Redmond leader of the IPP said “the -

. " achievements of that Irish army have covered Ireland with'glory before the world”. When

fthesolk,diers returned to Ireland however, they found a changed political climate. Due t'o the

fact that the 1916 \Ea'ster Rising had taken place during the war, for the most part, these

_ Irish heroes have been forgotten in history. Tom Kettle a nationalist. politician, killed on the

'Somme predlcted “These men (the 1916 Ieaders) will go down.in hlstory as heroes and

martyrs and | will go ‘down - if | go down at all - as a bloody British officer.” The election
then m December 1918 was a clear endorsement of Sinn Fein outside of the tradltlonal

Uhlomat areas. The sacrtfnces made.in the war were side-lined in the southern provmces

whereas the losses at the Somme’ became part of the herltage of the new Northern Ireland.

Many of those Irishmen who served inthe Brltlsh army: returned to their nationalist

nelghbourhoods greeted with ’begrudgery and even hostihty Some however did recognlse

these men’s sacrifices. Joe Devlin, a west Belfast poI|t|C|an said their fallen comrades had
' = "died not as cowards died, but as soldlers of freedom, with their faces toward the flre and
in the belief that the|r life-blood was poured out medefence of Irberty for: the world”.

e
“‘t‘.‘

Omagh commemoration of the war was V|ewed as part of the Unlonlst tradition. In recent
ears ‘however much work has been done'in the Republlc of Ireland and here to engage both
|d§s.of the communlty in some sort of commemoration. The foIIowmg artche appeared in
~ th UIster Herald in 2007 Ross Hussey, now MLA for West Tyrone mber of the UUP,

: ! "hts |n.h|s artlclev i



http://www.irishcentral.com/news-topic/Irish-History.html

from (t)'m\agh.f‘ThgféCf 'héj:wants- to highlight the names of these Nationalist men shows how
much thinking has changed in Northern Ireland and how far we have come recently in trying

BY ROSS HUSSEY

he service of remembrance
held throughout the United
Kingdom and most of the
British Commonwealth is based
on the Armistice which occurred follow-
~ ing the First World War and took effect
from the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month in 1918.
- Omagh, as a garrison town and cen-
tre for the training depot of the Royal
Inniskilling Fusiliers in St Lucia Bar-

- racks, was a hub of activity at this time.

Obviously from a historical context, we
_ are also dealing with the Home Rule pe-
. riod. War was declared on August 3,

. 1914, and those that had aligned them-

selves with the Irish Volunteers or the
Ulster Volunteers prepared at the bid-
.. ding of their political masters - John
' Redmond MP and Sir Edward Carson
MP - to go to war.

- 'The Irish News at the time reported
under the banner headline, "I'yrone’s
‘Fine Example: National and Ulster Vol-

'unteers march together": “I'he Ulster

- Volunteers and Irish National Volun-
.teers united at Omagh on Friday night

- (August 7, 1914) in giving a most hearty

‘send off to the final draft of the Army

Reserve of the Royal Inniskillings who

@ - left the town at half past nine o'clock

and a scene of unparalleled description

-was witnessed when the procession of

.- both volunteers and military marched

- through the town together... Subse-
quently as both bodies of Volunteers pa-
raded the town, they met one another

- and respectfully saluted.”

THE FALLEN

.. 'The War saw many young men from
... Omagh and District make the supreme
. sacrifice for their 'King and Country’

to recognisef‘those'men that their own communities may have forgotten or ignored.

and those from the area who were at-
tached to the 16th (Irish) Division as op-
posed to the 36th (Ulster Division)
were:-

Pte F Daly, L/Cpl J Dempsey, Pte J
Deveney, L/Sgt J Doherty, Pte F Doher-
ty, WOI R Dolan, Pte W Fenton MM,
L/Sgt P Finnegan, Pte J Kinnear, Pte H
Lindsay, Pte J Lindsay, Pte J McCluskey,
Pte B McCrossan, Pte W McGillin, Pte J
McGlinchey, Pte W McKee, Sgt E McK-
ernan, Pte F McManus, Pte J McNamee,
Pte J McSwiggan, L/Cpl E Mullholland,
Pte H O'Kane, Pte J Paul, Pte J Stewart,
Pte J Veldon, Sgt J Wilson, Pte J Young.

This not not an exhaustive list of
those that served with the Irish Divi-
sion from Omagh I have only named
those that I can clearly identify from
their service with the relevant Battalion
of the Regiment, the Regiments and
Battalions concerned that made up the
Irish Division were - 4th Brigade (Ulster
Brigade), 47th and 48th Brigade and the
Regiments were - 7th and 8th Battalions
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 7th and 8th e
Battalions Royal Irish Fusiliers, 6th : 2
Royal Irish Regiment, 6th Connaught ey
Rangers, 7th Leinster Regiment, 8th
Royal Munster Fusiliers, 7th Royal Irish
Rifles, 9th Royal Munster Fusiliers, 8th
and 9th Royal Dublin Fusiliers.

If I have omitted any family I apolo-
gise for the error; however, in memory
of those that made the supreme sacri-
fice during the Great War a token pop-
py wreath will be laid by the Royal
British Legion.

“They shall grow not old as we that
are left grow old, age shall not weary
them nor the years condemn, at the go-
ing down of the sun and in the morning
we will remember them. When you go
home tell them of us, and say for their
tomorrow we gave our today.”




- Should we remember?

We live in a time where the casualties of conflict are heard about and commemorated but
not directly experienced. Northern Ireland has suffered its own conflict but we are too
young to really remember it. We have read books, poems, articles and memoirs concerning
those affected by the First World War, both the soldiers and their families, women nurses
and their duties, and have been shocked by what we have read and at times even upset.
Whilst access to these stories, fiction or otherwise, can provide insight into the terrible
atrocities that these people experienced, from our modern stance, it can be difficult to put it

“into any sort of perspective. There are no survivors of the first world war anymore so all
living memory of the war has been lost. Anything learnt about now is through the passing

. down of tales and information.

Can we empatbhise truly from a retrospective position? We may wear poppies, but do we
really know what we wear them for? Have they just become more of a novelty — an outward
‘symbol of respect which lacks any inward reflection? Within our own communities the
- wearing of the poppy actually antagonises some people why is this? How has this come to
pass? s BT

Iti |s lnewtable that as time passes and the gap between ourselves and the Frrst World War
‘-mcreases our circumstances will also differ more and more. However, itis more important
?that we don’t detach ourselves from the 1914 generation. This ‘decade of centenarles ‘that
‘-we are. currently Ilvmg through has such importance for our lives. We must remember these
men and thelr Sacrlches and appreuate the dlffICU|tleS that these people suffered.

The Fir‘st World Wa'r was named the Great War and a war to end aII wars, yet only 20 years
', after its end the Second World War broke out and since then there have been countless
anfIICtS‘ across the globe, confllcts which are still carrylng on today 100 years Iater -
_maklng that “lest we forget even more 5|gn|f|cant :

» There is controversy surroundlng the centenary celebratrons There are those that claim by
honourlng those that gave the|r lives.in battle we areJn faCt celebratlng war Jude Collins
touched on this when he visited our. schooI as part of our research He talked about the:
difference i |n ‘commemorating’ and celebratlng We believe that by rememberrng the
sacrifice of the soldiers i in the First World War, and all those who have followed the same

‘peth in successive wars, we aren’t ceIebratlng thelr deaths as a V|ctory but recognlsmg itasa




‘How the First W6r'idfv'\/:afr:jwill be regarded in the future is a different matter entirely.
ObV|oust the further and further into the past the First World War becomes the more
dlstance and therefore less relevant it will be But it is important to make sure the sheer
scale of the devastation is understood. We still need to remember even if we can never
'fuIIy" empathise. ‘Lest we forget’.




Researching the First World War

West Tyrone Historical Association

First World War Lecture







Visiting PRONI
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Students involved in the history project with their teacher Mrs Martina
McCauley at the PRONI exhibition ‘A Century of Change, Conflict and
Transformation’.



Accessing the archives at the ‘Ulster Herald’ offices

History and politics teacher Martina McCauley, with students, Abbie Jac!

kson-Ware, Ellen Hegarty and Moya Garrity from

Drumragh Integrated College, look at old newspapers files to see how the UlsterHerald reported the First World War. MC29

Drumragh students browse
UlsterHerald archives to help
with project on First World War

STUDENTS from Drumragh Inte-
grated College visited the
Ulsteerald office last week to find
out how the First World War im-
pacted upon the Omagh district.
The students are currently doing
a project on the war - which com-

menced 100 years ago on July 28
1914 - as part of the decade of cente-
naries commemorations.

Utilising both the UlsterHerald on-
line archives and actual editions of
the paper from that time, the stu-
dents are trying to assess the im-

pact of the war on Omagh and sur-
rounding areas and are also looking
at how people remember the war.
This project will be submitted to the
Department of Education for a com-
petition they are running based on
the decade 1910-1920.




Author and historian Jude Collins’ visit




Student Voices

Moya Garrity

“I have really enjoyed learning about the First World War. | have found that
partaking in this project | have a lot more knowledge of what went on during
world war one and how people were affected. | found that | had many great
opportunities during this project e.g. meeting Jude Collins. | found him a very
interesting man and loved hearing his point of view about the First World War.
I also got the great opportunity of going to visit the public records office and
thought that it was a superior building and really interesting to look at .l find
that going to an integrated school made this project even better as everyone
had different opinions and views on how we remember the First World War. |
feel so grateful to have been giving this opportunity in history and have
thoroughly enjoyed this project.”



Ellen Hegarty

“I have really enjoyed learning and completing this project. | took so much from
this as a person, and have had so many interesting opportunities in learning
about my ancestors involved in the war and other student’s ancestors. | really
enjoyed going to the Folk Park because the older generation had so many
stories of their past, and their opinions and | found this really interesting. | have
just really enjoyed this project and hope | get many more fantastic
opportunities like this.”



Meg Curran

“I have really enjoyed learning about Ireland and the First World War.l never
knew that Ireland played a big role in the First World War. | am really enjoying
learning about this period of history as it is very interesting , in every lesson |
am developing a greater understanding. | never knew that there were many
nationalists fighting in the First World War, | thought that mostly unionists
were fighting. | have learnt that nationalists fought in the war because they
were told if they fought they would get the home rule that they wanted,
unionists fought because they were told that no home rule would take place.
Nationalists and unionists also fought because war meant a wage. | have really
enjoyed learning about this topic.”



Abbie Jackson-Ware

“I was really privileged to be involved with the centenery project and one of the
best bits of our research | think, was when we vistsied the public records offices
in Belfast. Whilst at the public records offices, the importance of the First World
War really hit home for me. Reading the letters home from soldiers was very
emotional, especially the letters to inform families of a tragedy. | used to think
that war was totally unimaginable and | didn’t think I’d ever understand as
much as | do now. The further we have went with this project the more | felt
affected by the First World War. Now the project is complete | definitely feel as
though my eyes have been opened and | really do have a more clear
understanding of the signifigance of the First World War.”



Tara Corry

“Doing this project has really opened my eyes to how much World War One
affected me and the country | live in. Researching in The Ulster Herald and The
Public Records Office has definitely helped with connecting me with the people
and families of 1914. Reading through the letters from the soldiers to their
families was really emotional and has definitely made me appreciate the way

my life is now.”



Cole Reynolds

—_—— ==
ﬂ Binaming Ques

“Learning about history is extremely important to me, especially when it is my
own country’s history. In a country like ours where we can be very much divided
and discriminate against each other it is important to learn from our own past
and move on; so when | heard about this project, and about what | would learn
from it, | simply had to be a part of it. My experiences over the past three
months have immersed me in the history of our people, and | have truly learned
a lot from it. | came into this project pretty much blind to what had happened
during these years of conflict; | have now left it feeling enlightened and now
knowledgeable in the events that have shaped how our current generation act,
and what has shaped our town of Omagh, Tyrone and the whole of Ireland.”



Niall McSorley

“I really enjoyed the project. It really helped me understand better the effects of
the First World War. | enjoyed the talk with Jude Collins and the trip to the
Public Records Office the most. The stories of the families of 1914-1918 were
really fascinating. It really showed me what we normally overlook, which is
always the most interesting bit!”



Wounds
by Michael Longley

Here are two pictures from my father’s head—
| have kept them like secrets until now:
First, the Ulster Division at the Somme

Going over the top with ‘Fuck the Pope!’
‘No Surrender!’: a boy about to die,
Screaming ‘Give ‘em one for the ShankillV’
‘Wilder than Gurkhas’ were my father’s words
Of admiration and bewilderment.
Next comes the London-Scottish padre
Resettling kilts with his swagger-stick,
With a stylish backhand and a prayer.
Over a landscape of dead buttocks
My father followed him for fifty years.

At last, a belated casualty,

He said — lead traces flaring till they hurt —
‘I am dying for King and Country, slowly.”
| touched his hand, his thin head | touched.

Now, with military honours of a kind,
With his badges, his medals like rainbows,
His spinning compass, | bury beside him
Three teenage soldiers, bellies full of
Bullets and Irish beer, their flies undone.
A packet of Woodbines | throw in,

A lucifer, the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Paralysed as heavy guns put out
The night-light in a nursery for ever;
Also a bus-conductor’s uniform—

He collapsed beside his carpet-slippers
Without a murmur, shot through the head
By a shivering boy who wandered in
Before they could turn the television down
Or tidy away the supper dishes.

To the children, to a bewildered wife,
| think ‘Sorry Missus’ was what he said.


https://www.bu.edu/agni/authors/M/Michael-Longley.html
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