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Department of Education and Skills,
Floor 2, Block 2,

Marlborough Street,

Dublin 1.

Dear Tony,

Please find enclosed our project on the "Decade of Centenaries”.

Thank you very much for all your help and the opportunity to send this on to in paper
form.

Yours sincerely,
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Marian\Coffey
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Title of project: How World War 1 impacted on our local area.
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Class teacher’s name this must be provided even forprojects submitted by a group

of pupils or an individual pupil): Ms. Ann Kavanagh

Contact phone number: 051 291419

Contact email address: kilrossanty.ias@eircom.net



Why we chose World War 1

Our school decided to focus on World War 1 and war horses in particular for many
reasons. Firstly many people in our school and from our parish have relations who
fought in World War 1. Mrs Murphy our previous principal and local historian grew up
in the parish and had a lot of information about the war. She kindly came to our
school several times to talk to us.

We also have lots of information about the Daly family in Cutteen, out of four
brothers, three joined the British Army. We have letters and newspaper articles
helping us to find out more about them and their part in the war.

We wanted to write about war horses as soon as Mrs Murphy told us that many war
horses left Kilrossanty. Hunts and Shanahans sold horses to the British Army and we
were able to interview Jenny Hunt and Jimmy Shanahan about these events.

We also read "War Horse" by Michael Morpurgo and loved it so much that we were
elated when we realised that our annual school tour was to see "War Horse” in the
Bord Gais Energy Theatre in Dublin. We had a ball. The show was unbelievable. Even
though the horses were puppets we felt they were real. We could almost feel the war

around us.

We can't get over the number of poems written about the the Great War. Our
favourites are "Breakfast” by W.W. Gibson and "Sing a song of war time" by Nina
MacDonnald. So many of these poems tell us that we must never forget this war, we
must keep these remembrances dlive for ever.

We have been very lucky in our school to have a wonderful historian Sile Murphy living
locally who is happy to visit us often. Sile Murphy has told us so many stories, shown
us hundreds of photos and read us numerous letters that we feel we could write a-
book on Kilrossanty and the Great War.



Memorial Wall for men and women who died in the
Great War.
Dungarvan Co.Waterford

Our dead are never dead to us,
until we have forgotten them.
George Elliot |
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Our local soldiers

Many people from our area joined the British Army during the Great War, The family
we have most information about is the Daly Family from Cutteen. There were four
brothers in the family and three joined up. Their mother was dead and they had a
sister Katty who was working in service in Gardenmorris in Kill.

Patrick Daly had joined the British Army before the war started. So when war was
declared it was Pats who headed off first for active service. As Pats was a drill
master he was well thought of when the Kilrossanty Corps of the Irish Volunteers
was established. On Friday August 7™ 1914, Pats headed to war and was given a
spectacular “royal send of f" by the local community. They were led of f by Paddy
Harris on a racing Cob and he got his men in line to march the seven miles with him to
Kilmacthomas. The Kilrossanty band accompanied them. They didn't break ranks even
though they passed 8 public houses along the way. On reaching Kilmacthomas the Fife
and Drum band was there to lead them all to the train station, “The platform was
packed to overflowing, each one eager to shake him by the hand and wishing him all
sorts of good luck® ( local paper report August 16™ 1914) The train departed and the
Kilrossanty and the Kilmacthomas volunteers cheered each other before the
homeward march was resumed. The local people were indeed proud of their boys going

tTo war.

Mike and Jack joined up later and we don't know if they got the same send off. The
Daly family had strong connections with Gwen Poer O Shee probably due to the
Daly’s getting employment in Gardenmorris. It seemed that Miss Poer O Shee
treated Jack more like a son than an employee. We also know from Tom's letters to
Miss Poer O Shee that the other wealthy ladies of the district namely Mrs Kennedy,
Durrow house and Miss Fairhome were very good to Tom's father and aunt. They
visited the Daly's home and tried to console him after the deaths of Pats and Mike.
Also Mr Daly couldn't read as he had very little schooling and it was from the
postman who read the letter for him he learnt of his son Paddy's death.

We also know that the kind Miss Poer O Shee paid for Jack Daly's stay ina
convalescent hospital in Oxford which was run by Colonel George Ranking. While Jack
was recovering, Tom left Cutteen and visited him in Oxford. We have many letters
that were written by Tom and Jack Daly. Miss Gwen Poer O Shee and George Ranking
( Hospital Administrator ) during this time. Certainly in the earlier years of the war
peopie felt that relations between the British and the Irish might improve as a result
of the conflict. George Ranking put it very nicely in his letter to Miss Poer O Shee,
"Please God one of the good effects of this terrible war will be to knit the hearts of
the English and Irish still closer together, and defeat all the machinations of those
who would make mischief between them”, ( letter from 3™ Southern General Hospital,
Oxford, February 7' 1915 )



What happened to Jack and Tom? Tom returned to Comeragh and he died in the
1950's. Jack is a mystery. We don't know if he ever came back home to Comeragh
again to visit and we don’t know what became of him after the war. Also we came
upon another mystery in the Daly family. They had a sister called Katty, who also
worked in Gardenmorris. Before the war she got a job as a ladies maid with the
Countess Mycielska in Schloss Wollstein Br. Posey, Deutchland. She probably got this
Jjob because of her connection with Poer O Shee's. After the war we never heard of
Katty Daly again and no one knows if she survived or not.

A neighbour of the Daly's Brigadier F.W.Hunt who was a grand uncle of J enny Hunt
who was interviewed for this project, was an Army Veterinary Surgeon during the
WW1. He survived the war, but was plagued by neuritis for the rest of his life. He
commented in his memories of the dreadful sights he witnessed when horses literally
sank in a terrible sea of mud.

Another neighbour Mikie Cheasty of Lemybrien had joined the army in 1912 before
the war broke out. He was sent to India in January 1914. "It took weeks to get there
through the Suez Canal, Aden, The Red Sea and Indian Ocean and they landed at
Karachi”. ( Waterford Heroes, Poets and Villains by Sile and Sean Murphy p 146) Then
the war broke out. Imagine having travelled all that way and then to be sent back to
France in December 1914. Mikie fought in the Battle of Ypres in the summer of 1915.
At the end of that year, he was posted to the Balkans and landed at Solonica. In 1917
he fought against the Turks in Palestine. He was never injured in the war though a
bullet went through his coat once.

At the end of the war Mikie came back to Lemybrien to work on the Fairholme Farm.
He was a great story teller and loved to regale the neighbours with tales of the war.

The following seven pages show copies
of the original letters mentioned in the
above article.
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Jimmy Shanahan pictured with Ala:l_r;h, Keel;J ennifer

and Amy.
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* Jenny Hunt and Sally Hunt pictured with their
interviewers Philip, Stephen, Caoimhin and a




Sile Murphy, pictured above who is a local
historian made numerous visits to 5™ and 6™
Class. Her passion and love of local history, not
to mention her contribution of magazines,

photographs, pictures, paintings, books,
DVD's, census reports and the original letters,
enthused and inspired us to find out all we
could about our area during World War 1.
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Fred Hunt of
Rockmount
Kilcomeragh
was ah Army
Veterinary
Surgeon in
WW1. 6rand
Uncle of Jenny
and Sally Hunt.

Jack Hunt, Grandfather to Jenny and Sally
Hunt.




COUNTRY LIFE and the Great War
Horses at war
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The Lesboeufs Road outside Flers, Navember 1918, In such conditions, dissase and

sheer exhaustion accounted for a great numiber of v

34 Country Life, March 12, 2014

-related equine casuaities

Ay Al i s =
Left: England as an armed camp: COUNTRY LiFe
charted the militarisation of the countryside in 1914,
Here, a froop of the Teritorial Army return after

: ‘a day of exercises. Above: Destination Unknown

by Lionel Edwards, published in 1914. Horses
remained crucial to the war effort and were trans-
ported in-huge numbers to the front

www.countrylife.co.uk
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Above: An operationin a vetennary hosp|taJ 1o extract shrapnel, pubhshed in 1918, Right: A 1915
advertisement for the Blue Cross Fund, first set up in 1912 during the Balkan War Gu_

IF YOU SYMPATHISE

With the WAR HORSES, which under the best
conditions must undergo considerable suffering, fright,
and pain, we carnestly ask you to

HELP THE

BLUE CROSS FUND

(Provident LADY 3MITH DORRIEM) -
For Patrigtic, Economlc, and HUMANE RE&SGNS

Donations ¢ ARTHUR J, COKE, Secretary,
Qur Dumb Friands League Offices,
58, Victoris Strest, LONDON, #.W.

www.countrylife.co.uk

Country Life, March 12, 2014 85




Claude Chavasse

Claude Chavasse was born in Whitfield on the 28™ April 1897, He lived much of his
life in Comeragh where he died on the 29™ April 1983. He was an officer during the
Great War and took a huge interest in his horses and always made sure they were
treated properly. Chavasse adored the Driving Drills and even bought tins and tins of
"Brasso” for his men so they would look magnificent.

In his memories, he told a sad story about a mule that got tetanus, * He became as
stiff as a toy horse. We put him in a dark, cool cellar, fed him on green grass and
water and pumped anti-tetanus vaccine into him and he wonderfully recovered *.
Unfortunately later that same mule took fright and got stuck in mud, leaving only his
head above. Poor Chavasse had to work his way out on a plank over the mud and shoot
the poor creature in the forehead.

Chavasse constantly praised the mules for their endurance and strength. He
wondered why the British Army didn't use more mules and less horses in the war. If
that was the case I wonder if Jimmy Shanahan would have his jobbers buying mules
all over Munster and then driving lines of mules to the port in Waterford City.

Olawdde. Ehavasse
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Conclusions

The War horse business was beneficial to the people of our area, Many people
prospered as a result of this trade. Not only the farmers and those they employed,
but also the surrounding villages, shops, pubs and hotels thrived during this time.

Many families lost loved ones. However those who returned were able 1o live
out their lives here in peace and harmony. We saw how the employers were concerned
and caring towards their employees who had joined up. This is very evident from the
correspondences between Gwen Poer O Shee, Tom and Jack Daly and George Ranking.

For the soldiers who returned from the war we think that they were
accommodated better in the rural areas like Kilrossanty rather than in the cities.
However perhaps things were different for these ex-soldiers during the civil war.

In doing this project we found that we got a deeper understanding of the
effect of the war on our locality and its people. It was like sitting in the Bord Gais
theatre watching War Horse. It brought to life the events of the war and we were
able to fully empathise with those who lived through it,

Having finished this project, we now feel we have a far deeper sense of place.
We have forged links within our community across the generational divide, I't has
awakened our curiosity in this topic and we feel this is not the end, but the beginning
of a life long interest in World War 1 and its implications. Hopefully our generation
can learn important lessons from this study and carry them with us into the future.
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Our recent trip to The Bord Gais Energy Theatre to see
the West End production of "War Horse".
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