Zoo Twitter Lesson

Objective

The child will be enabled to use the class twitter account to contribute a line to a class poem, on the theme of the zoo, using the 140 characters allowed and sharing

The child will be enabled to summarize their experience of their school tour to the zoo 

The child will be enabled to write for a wider audience

The child will be enabled to read and discuss the finished poem

Class level

6th

Overview

Each child in the class will type and share a tweet using the class twitter account to collectively create a poem on the theme of the zoo

Step by step guide

Preparation

The children have been introduced to the skill of summarising in previous literacy lessons. Before the 6th class school tour the children have been informed that they will be asked to recall their experience when they return to school. Using the Dublin zoo website the teacher displays pictures of the various animals from the zoo on the IWB. E.g Dina the elephant; Harry the hippo and Henry the gorilla. The teacher elicits information from the children regarding animal names, mannerisms, eating habits, habitats etc and he/she notes the key-words from the brainstorming session on the board.

Lesson activity

The teacher builds on the children’s previous experience of summarizing and there is a quick oral recall of the important factors to consider when summarising. The teacher explains that today all the pupils are going to write one line each in their copy using only 140 characters about their zoo experience. The teacher models examples ‘ Dina the elephant eating her apples and munching the hay while Kevin the keeper cleans out the cow house and watches the antelopes play’. The teacher asks the children to create their own tweet in their copy. This practise is important.  When the children are satisfied that they have completed their assignment they will present their work to the teacher who might some suggestions regarding content. The editing process plays a role here. The children are familiar with the class rule of only using the class twitter account under teacher supervision. After each child completes their copy work they take their turn at the computer to type and share their tweet.

Conclusion

The children will read the entire poem and discuss the outcome of their group effort. The teacher will have trigger questions on the board for the children to reflect on. E.x. Were most animals mentioned? Was one experience much more popular than the other? If so, Why? Was twitter a good way of creating a group poem? Was it easy or difficult to summarise their work to 140 characters?  Have they any other observations? What would they change for next time?

Differentiation

For the more able children I would set a parameter that they had to use adjectives and adverbs in their tweet. For the less able children I would have flashcards with useful vocabulary on their group  desk. 

Hints and tips

Summarising and editing are important skills to have worked on beforehand. The practice in their copy allows the child to complete the task at their own pace before sitting at the computer to type.

Assessment

There will be Self-Assessment and Group Assessment. The child reviews the work in their own copy before presenting it to the teacher. The child will check for spelling errors and that there is less than 140 characters. As a group when the children read the poem they will offer constructive feedback about whether the poem creates clear images and if they would make any changes to either the process or the poem itself. Teacher observation will be practised throughout the lesson.

Extension Activities

Working on suggestions from the children as well as teacher observation about improving the process this lesson could be used on any theme in the classroom.

