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 The Network of Education Centres has come together to propose a series of local history related projects which will assist principals/teachers/students in focusing on the Decade of Commemoration and to engage in a proactive sense in celebrating this significant time within their own school setting.

The overarching theme will be 1916 in a local or national sense, but students can look at a period either side of this date in order to explain how a local historical event occurred or indeed what the consequences were locally or nationally for that event. As such, the focus of the projects is very much on local history and all submissions will reflect both local history and heritage. The initiative is aimed at supporting schools in their preparation for the Proclamation Day on March 15th. 2016. The materials can also be used, at primary and post-primary levels, as part of the 1916 Ancestry Project or for the Decade of Centenaries schools history projects, provided the topics covered are relevant to that competition’s categories. The materials can also be used to contribute to the Schools’ Collection 1916 Project (primary only) All of the materials prepared can, of course, be used as part of the 1916 Celebrations next March, in each participating primary or post primary school. We have decided to run this initiative now, so that schools can begin to prepare early for this momentous historical occasion and also to allow schools to see what materials they have for display purposes on March 15th 2016.

The aim of this year’s 1916 initiative is to encourage students to research, reflect, find and observe history in their own local area. Full details of these projects are available on www.ateci.ie 
The All-Island Art Competition is a partnership project with the DES, Department of Education Northern Ireland (DENI), the National Gallery of Ireland and the Network of Education Centres. The Competition invites early years settings, primary and post-primary schools across the island to create a picture based on imagining the Ireland of 2116.  An electronic image of all entries must be submitted to local Education Centres by 4pm on Wednesday 16th December 2015. Please note that the hard copies of all entries should be retained in the pre-school/school until after the selection of the regional winners in February 2016.   All national finalists must supply the original A3 copy of their work which will be professionally displayed in the National Gallery of Ireland in autumn 2016. An all-island judging panel will meet to decide on an overall winner, and on pre-school, primary and post-primary winners (four in all). The competition will be judged using the following criteria:
· Communication of a clear message which is clearly linked  to the theme 

· Imagination and personal response to the theme

· Creativity and thought of the piece

· Evidence of artistic technical abilities and skills

· Creative/competent use of media

Each Education Centre will select 5 winners and these 5 winners will be entered into a regional final where 4 winners will be selected from each of the six ATECI regions, making a total of 24 all-island finalists coming from the Republic of Ireland.
· The following prizes will be awarded
· Each Education Centre winner will receive €75 each

· Regional winners will have their work framed in the National Gallery of Ireland and  can retain their framed work after exhibition in autumn 2016
· National pre-school/primary and post-primary winners will receive €200 each
· The overall national winner will receive €400
Full details of the project is available on www.ateci.ie 
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