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INTRODUCTION 

      Election 2016 

Welcome to Election 2016: Democracy and the General Election! As you are aware general 
elections in Ireland normally come around only every four or five years as determined by 
Article 16.5  of Bunreacht na hÉireann and the Electoral (Amendment) Act, 1927 and re-
confirmed by Section 33 of the Electoral Act, 1992: 
 

Article 16.5. of  Bunreacht na hÉireann, 1937  
The same Dáil Éireann shall not continue for a longer period than seven years from 
the date of its first meeting: a shorter period may be fixed by law.  
 

Section 7 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act, 1927   
The maximum duration of the Oireachtas without a dissolution shall be five years 
reckoned from the date of the first meeting of Dáil Éireann after the last previous 
dissolution. 
 

The acceptance of five years as the maximum term for any single Dáil was reconfirmed by  
 
Section 33 of the Electoral Act, 1992 
The same Dáil shall not continue for a longer period than five years from the date of 
its first meeting. 
 

Consequently, the maximum term for the Dáil is five years from the date it first met 
following the last general election. 
 
This resource is a compilation of Activities which will help you and your CSPE students to 
explore different aspects of Democracy in Ireland. Elections provide unique opportunities to 
explore real democracy in action. Why not seize the opportunity and dip into this resource to 
utilise some of the activities! 
 
You’ll also find some guidance for organising a Mock General Election Action Project. The 
final activity is there to help with understanding Proportional Representation (PR) and 
organising an Election Count, which can be the scary bit of carrying out an election as an 
Action Project! 
 
Enjoy! 
 
Conor Harrison 
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Activity 
 

For this activity the class will be split in half, so make enough copies of the Democracy 
Photographs (pages 8 - 13, including Election ‘16 Campaign Photos) so that each group of 
two or three students in the first half of the class gets a sheet. Stick the cartoon Images of 
Democracy Poster on the wall for the other half of the class who will be looking at these 
pictures. 
 
Ask the groups to look at their sheets and to think about how these pictures or photos relate 
to the concept of democracy. Give them up to 10 minutes for discussion among themselves. 
You could pose some questions, such as: 
• What do you see in the pictures? 
• What is the story of each picture? 
• What word(s) do you think of when you look at the pictures? 
• Pick a picture that you particularly like and explain to the class what it is about and why 
you like it. 
 
After the 10 minutes, ask each of the groups to put together what they have talked about — 
i.e. their definition of democracy. Ask a spokesperson from each group to present the 
definition. 
 
Now that the class has a general idea that democracy means choosing your leadership/
representatives and that you have access to the democratic structures that surround you, 
you can, for example, visit and speak with your local elected representative. You are given 
information everyday in the media about decision-making. You can let people know if you 
are not happy with something. You have a right to a voice, but also a choice as to whether or 
not you use it. These are all aspects of democracy. 
 
Have a discussion with the students posing the following questions: 
• Is everything democratic in a democratic country? 
• Should everything be democratic? 
• Is there ever a good reason why things should not be democratic? 
• Is your home - school - leisure club - sports club - youth club democratic? 
• Could they be made more democratic? How? 

Teacher’s Notes 
This activity introduces students to the concept of democracy. Through discussion and 
the use of images related to different aspects of democracy, students will gain a broad 
understanding of this concept. It is hoped that students will realise that everybody has 
a part to play in democracy. Every individual has a voice, but in a democracy it is your 
choice whether or not you use it and how you use it. Students need to become aware 
that democracy is all around us and not just sitting in Dáil Éireann. Show students some 
of the images from Election Campaign 2016 and invite them to gather their own! 

ACTIVITY 1:  IMAGES OF DEMOCRACY 
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How Politics Affects… Activity 

 

Ask students to think about how politics/government affects them. What about on a 
daily, weekly, monthly, yearly basis? Some of the students may not see a connection 
between politics/government and them. 
 

Example:  
Think about how politics affects the FOOD you eat 

 
 It controls the ‘Sell By’ and ‘Best Before’ dating systems 
 It sets farming and fishing quotas, which also affect prices 
 It determines which artificial additives, colourings and preservatives 

can/can’t be used 
 It decides how much tax must be paid on imported produce, which 

affects prices 
 It sets hygiene standards for food and takeaways 

 
To aid understanding photocopy the four cards on pages 16 and 17 and give a card 
to a group of 3/4 students. Ask each group of students  to think about the issues 
raised on their particular card. Ask them to consider what other areas of their lives 
are affected by politics/government not mentioned on these cards. 
 
Ask students to make a poster showing how politics impacts on the lives of young 
people on a daily basis. They can use the ideas presented in the cards and some 
more of their own! 
 
This activity has been adapted from educational materials available from the 
Northern Ireland Assembly Education Service at http://education.niassembly.gov.uk/ 

Teacher’s Notes 
This activity is about  students beginning to make sense of how politics/government 
affects them on a daily basis - often with regard to things we all take for granted.  
 
The four cards provided focus on : 1) Where students live; 2) Sport; 3) Transport and 4) 
Music. 

ACTIVITY 2:  HOW POLITICS AFFECTS US…. 

      Election 2016 
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How Politics affects … where YOU live 

Keeps the streets clean 
and free of graffiti 

Opens and maintains 
public parks 

Ensures that rubbish gets 
collected and how much 
of it then gets recycled 

Maintains roads and 
footpaths in your area Sets safety standards for 

your boiler and ensures that 
the person who fits and 
repairs it is properly qualified 

How Politics affects … YOUR sport 

Decides what sports 
facilities are provided 

Decides what sports received 
government funding 

Legislates to stop 
hooligans travelling to 
sports events abroad 

Decides how much 
National Lottery funding 
can be spent on sport 

Decides how much support 
goes to elite athletes 
competing in international 
games 
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How Politics affects … how You get about 

Sets speed limits 

Sets safety standards for 
public transport 

Decides what roads should 
have bus lanes and cycle 
tracks 

Sets the amount of tax to be 
paid on petrol and diesel 

Decides how much money is put 
into public transport which affects 
the times and frequency of buses 
and trains 

How Politics affects … YOUR music 

Licenses music festivals 

Limits how loudly music 
is played in nightclubs 

Says whether it is legal to 
download music from the 
internet 

Protects the rights of 
musicians through 
copyright laws 

Prevents illegal raves from 
happening, and closes them if 
they do happen 
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Activity 
 

Photocopy the Photo Quiz of Government Ministers and Political Party Leaders on 
page 20. Ask students in pairs to do the following: 

A) Name the politician 
B) Name his/her Political Party 
C) Name his/her Government Department, if relevant 
D) Name his/her Constituency 

 
The Photo Quiz Answers are provided on page 21.  
 
Photocopy the Government Departments Name Plates on page 22. These Name 
Plates have the names of the various Departments of the 31st Dáil. In fact one of the 
Name Places has the name of two Government Departments on it.  Can you spot it? 
 
Agriculture, Food and Marine is one Department and Defence is a separate 
Department. Why are they together? They are together because there are 16 
Government Departments and only 15 Government Ministers! 
 
Page 23 is almost blank for students to add in the names of the Government 
Departments of the 32nd Dáil and the names of the Ministers with responsibility for 
these Departments. 
 

Teacher’s Notes 
This activity is about getting students familiar with the leaders of the main political 
parties in Ireland as well as Government Ministers and their Departments. 
 
The group of Ministers, led by An Taoiseach, is known as the Cabinet. The Irish 
Constitution (Bunreacht na hÉireann) determines that there can only be 15 Government 
Ministers, including the Taoiseach. 
 
Ministers change depending on which political party/parties is/are in power. They are 
appointed by the Taoiseach and are sometimes changed in a cabinet reshuffle. 
 
These activities focus on the 31st Dáil and upon the new Dáil. Very often the names of 
some Government Departments  change to reflect government priorities.  

ACTIVITY 3:  PARTY LEADERS & MINISTERS 

      Election 2016 
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Party Leaders & Ministers of the 31st Dáil Student Photo Quiz 
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Brendan Howlin (LAB), Minister for 
Public Expenditure & Reform [Wexford] 

Frances Fitzgerald (FG), Minister for 
Justice & Equality [Dublin Mid-West] 

Michael Noonan (FG), Minister for 
Finance [Limerick City] 

Lucinda Creighton (RENUA), Party 
Leader [Dublin Bay South] 

Enda Kenny (FG), An Taoiseach and 
Party Leader [Mayo] 

Leo Varadkar (FG), Minister for Health 
[Dublin West] 

Jan O’Sullivan (LAB), Minister for the 
Education and Skills [Limerick City] 

Alan Kelly (LAB), Minister for the 
Environment, Community & Local 
Government [Tipperary] 

Gerry Adams (SF), Party Leader [Louth] 

Catherine Murphy [Kildare North], 
Stephen Donnelly  [Wicklow] & Róisín 
Shortall [Dublin North-West] Party 
Leaders (SD) 

Míchéal Martin (FF), Party Leader [Cork 
South-Central] 

Joan Burton (LAB), An Tánaiste & 
Minister for Social Protection & Party 
Leader [Dublin West] 

Party Leaders & Ministers of the 31st Dáil Photo Quiz Answers 



22 

Government Departments, 2011 to 2016 - Who is the Minister? 

An Taoiseach 
An Tánaiste &  
Minister for Social 

Protection 

Minister for 
Finance 

Minister for Public 
Expenditure & 

Reform 

Minister for 
Health 

Minister for 
Foreign Affairs & 

Trade 

Minister for 
Justice & Equality 

Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise & 
Innovation 

Minister for 
Agriculture, Food & 
Marine & Defence 

Minister for 
Children & Youth 

Affairs 

Minister for 
Transport, Tourism 

& Sport 

Minister for 
Education & Skills 

Minister for 
Environment, 

Community & Local 
Government 

Minister for 
Communications, Energy 

& Natural Resources 

Minister for Arts, 
Heritage & 
Gaeltacht 
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Government Departments, 2016 - Name the Department & Minister 

An Taoiseach 
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The Learner Driver Permit Activity 

 

Photocopy the Learner Driver Permit Vote Cards on 
pages 26 - 28 and cut them into individual role cards. 
Distribute these role cards making sure that there are 
enough Yes votes to pass the motion on the first ballot. 
This activity is based on a class of 30 students, but can 
be adapted for any number of students as long as the 
motion gets passed initially. 
 

The Motion is as follows: 
 

“The age at which a person can apply for a Learner Driver 
Permit is to be raised from 17 to 21 years of age”. 
 

Ask the students to vote for/against the motion according to their voting role card 
and then count the votes. The motion is passed. 
 
Ask the students to declare their identity and if and why they voted or not. Once this 
has been done ask the students to vote again, as themselves, based on their own 
opinions and see what happens. The chances are that the motion will be rejected if 
everybody votes! 
 
Reflections: Discuss with the students their thoughts and opinions of both ballots 
and what they have learned about voting. 
 

Vote Cards:  YES 7  NO 5  DON’T VOTE 18 

Teacher’s Notes 
The aim of this activity is for students to realise just how important it is for them to use 
their vote at the time of an election/referendum. This activity demonstrates what can 
happen if a large number of people do not vote. It shows the difference in the result if 
everybody was to cast their vote. 

ACTIVITY 4:  THE IMPORTANCE OF VOTING 
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You vote YES 
You vote Yes because 

you have a lot of friends 
that you believe are too 

immature to be driving at 
18 years of age 

You vote YES 
You vote Yes because an 
18 year old driver who 
was speeding injured a 

friend of yours 

You vote YES 
You vote Yes because 

you think a lot of young 
people are careless 

drivers 

You vote YES 
You vote Yes because 

you think it will reduce 
the number of deaths on 

Irish roads 

You vote YES 
You vote Yes because 

insurance costs would be 
cheaper for young people 

aged 21 

You vote YES 
You vote Yes because a 
young driver knocked 

down and killed a 
member of your family 

You vote YES 
You vote Yes because 

you have a brother aged 
16 and he is too mad to 

be driving for a long time 
yet! 

You vote NO 
You vote No because it is 

a denial of your rights 
not to be allowed to 

drive at 18 years of age 

You vote NO 
You vote No because you 
believe that at 18 people 

are adults and should 
have the same rights as 

other adults 

You vote NO 
You vote No because you 

couldn’t apply ofr jobs 
needing a car until the 

age of 21 years 
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You vote NO 
You vote No because it 

means that you will have 
less independence until 

you reach 21 years of age 

You vote NO 
You vote No because if 

this law is passed what’s 
next? 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
you are too tired to go 

out to vote 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
you do not know what 

the vote is about and you 
have no interest in 
finding out about it 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
you are too busy on the 

day of the vote 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

you do not think that 
your one vote will make 

any difference 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
you are meeting up with 
your friends after class/

work 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

you have training for the 
match at the weekend 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

your favourite TV 
programmes are on 

tonight 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
your friend needs help 

doing a job 
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You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

you had to work 
overtime and couldn’t 

get there on time 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

you are sick in bed with a 
dose of the ‘flu 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

you have an exam 
tomorrow and have to 

study 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
everybody else will vote 

and they do not need 
your vote 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
your car broke down on 

the way 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
your mother is sick and 

you cannot leave her 
alone 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

you lost your polling card 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 
you cannot read and do 

not want anyone  
to find out 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

it’s lashing rain and you‘d 
rather stay in and not get 

your hair wet 

You do not vote 
You don’t vote because 

you have a job interview 
the next day and you 

need to get ready 
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Activity 

 

Note: This activity can be done individually, in pairs or in groups. 
 
Photocopy Student Council Elections: Lena’s Story on pages 30 - 31 and Election 
Steps on page 32. 
 
Give a copy of Student Council Elections: Lena’s Story  to each student. 
 
Either read the story aloud with students or allow them to read it themselves or in 
their groups. 
 
When the students have finished reading and you are happy that they have 
understood it, distribute the Election Steps handout. 
 
Explain the instructions on the bottom of the page and ask the students to work 
individually, in pairs or in groups. 
 
When the activity is completed, ask a selection of the students or groups to identify 
the steps to election. 
 

Follow-Up Activity 
Ask the students to pick one of the following characters who has been involved in 
Lena’s election process and then to write a paragraph about the process from that 
character’s perspective: 
• Ms. Casey 
• Mr. Dunne 
• Principal 
• Lena’s friend 
• Another student 

Teacher’s Notes 
Through this activity, students are led through the democratic process, step by step, 
using the story of one girl and her journey to becoming a member of the school’s 
Student Council. Key words are highlighted in the text, and students will become 
familiar with how a person can become an elected representative, whether it be on the 
Student Council or in  the national parliament, Dáil Éireann. 

ACTIVITY 5:  ELECTIONS - KEY WORDS 

      Election 2016 
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Student Council Elections: 

Lena’s Story 

Hi, my name is Lena. I am in 2nd year and I want to tell you all about our Student Council 
Elections. 
 
First of all, we did some work in CSPE about student councils and we learned what they 
are for and how important they can be in the school. 
 
Two weeks ago, the Principal told us that the teachers would be taking names of people, 
or NOMINATIONS, for candidates for the student council. 
 
I talked it over with my friends and decided that I would like to be a member of the 
student council. On the nomination day, one of my friends suggested my name and then 
my other friend backed this up. The teacher accepted the nomination and gave me a 
nomination form with my name and the names of my two friends — the first who 
PROPOSED me and the other who SECONDED me. In our school, you have to go to the 
Year Head to get the nomination form signed. If he didn’t sign it, then I couldn’t go 
forward as a candidate. 
 
When I went to Mr. Dunne (my Year Head) to ask him to sign the form, he was quite 
happy to do it. He asked me why I wanted to be on the student council and I told him it 
was because students had lots of ideas and suggestions to make and this was a way that 
these could be heard. When I was finished talking to him, I handed in my completed 
nomination form to the Student Council Liaison teacher, Ms. Casey. 
 
The following day, a list of candidates was put up on the noticeboard. There were eight 
people looking to be elected in my year, but only three could get a place on the student 
council. 
 
I now had to think about how I was going to get the students to vote for me. The 
ELECTION was only a week away. My friends helped me to make some election 
posters, saying Vote for Me Lena. YOUR Voice is MY Voice on the Student Council. I had 
to put together a MANIFESTO saying what I would do for my class on the student council 
if I got elected. In the manifesto, I promised to work hard for the students and that I 
would keep them informed of everything I was doing. I also told them I would be looking 
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for their ideas to bring to the meetings. 
 
I CANVASSED as many people as I could from my year to try and get them to vote for me 
(this just means I talked to people and tried to persuade them that I was the best person 
for the job). Some people said they would and others were honest and said they were 
supporting one of the other candidates. 
 
On the day of the election, one of the 2nd-year classrooms was being used as a POLLING 
STATION. They had set up three POLLING BOOTHS in the station so that people could 
vote in private — a SECRET BALLOT. Ms. Casey had asked a friend of hers to come in for 
the day to act as the PRESIDING OFFICER, to make sure that the election was run fairly 
and properly. 
 
My class queued up at the REGISTRATION DESK. The students there had a list of names 
and as you went up, they crossed off your name and handed you a BALLOT PAPER. This is 
to make sure that you don’t vote more than once. 
 
This was the first time I had seen the ballot papers and there was my name on it. I went 
behind one of the screens that made the polling booth and I put a number 1 in the box 
beside my name. I was going to fold it up and put it in the BALLOT BOX when I started 
thinking about who would I like to get elected if I didn’t. I looked down through the list of 
candidates and decided who I would like (after me, of course) and I gave them a number 
2, and then, just in case that didn’t work out, I put a number 3 beside another person I 
thought would be good. This type of voting is called PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION, 
or PR, and means that you have some chance of having voted for the people who get 
elected. 
 
When all of the classes had voted, the ballot boxes were opened and the VOTES counted. 
The counters had found out first how many people had voted so that a QUOTA could be 
worked out — this is the smallest number of votes that you need to get elected. Once 
the quota was set, they could now count how many votes each candidate got. 
 
As I was a candidate, I was allowed to watch the count. It was very exciting and I didn’t 
know right up to the last count whether I had been elected or not. 
 
I was very lucky — I was the second candidate elected, which means that I will now be a 
member of the Student Council. 
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ELECTION STEPS 

 
Quota 

Vote Count 

Proportional Representation 

Canvas 

Election 

Manifesto 

Secret Ballot 

Ballot Paper 

Proposed 

Presiding Officer 

Seconded DEMOCRACY 

Nomination Polling Station 

Polling Booth 

Ballot Box 

Registration Desk 

In the boxes above, place Key Words or symbols to show Lena’s step-by-step journey to being elected 
to the Student Council. All of the words in the cloud are key words to help us talk about democracy. 
Lena being elected to the Student Council was democracy in action. 
 
1. For all of the words in the cloud above, write into your copy what each word means. You can use 

Lena’s story on pages 30 - 31 to help you. 
 or 
2. Draw a symbol or a picture into your copy to match each of the words in the cloud. 
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Activity 
 

1. As a group decide on an issue. You have five minutes to make your 
decision.  Your issue can be: 
 
 Something that makes you very angry 

 Something that you think is unfair 
 Something you want to change 

 Something that should be changed 
 Something you feel strongly about 
 
This issue could be something you have experienced yourself, it could be 
something to do with school, it could be something in your community or 
town where you live, an issue surrounding fairness and equality or an issue 
that has been raised in the previous classes, it can be anything you want…
   
  
2. Once you have decided on your issue you are going to start a political 
party with people who also feel strongly about this issue.  You have ten 
minutes in your group to decide the name of your political party and come 
up with a logo.  Fill it in on the Party Symbols/Logos Worksheet.  Nominate 
a party leader within your group.  You also need to come up with some 
party principles and a slogan.  Your party principles will say who can join, 
have you a policy on equality, how do you make decisions?  Make up a 
slogan that suits your policy principles. 
 

Teacher’s Notes 
This activity gives students the opportunity to understand how political parties are 
formed and to highlight issues that are important to them and how they would make 
other people aware of these issues.  Part of this activity is for the students to come up 
with campaign strategies, which would advertise the issues and encourage people to 
vote for them.  Put a five-minute limit on each task to focus students. This should allow 
enough time for feedback on the activity.  Some groups may need some prompting to 
get them thinking about what is required.  Give each group a copy of the Party 
Logos/Symbols Worksheet on page 34 and the Party Manifesto Worksheet on page 36. 

ACTIVITY 6:  ISSUES AND POLITICAL PARTIES 
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34 

These are the names and logos/symbols of some of the main political parties in Ireland.  There are 
other parties too, such as The Anti-Austerity Alliance - People Before Profit, The Christian Solidarity 
Party, The Communist Party of Ireland, Direct Democracy Ireland/National Citizens’ Movement, The 
People’s Convention, United Ireland, Fís Nua, Irish Democratic Party, The Catholic Democrats, 
Republican Sinn Féin, The Socialist Worker Party, The Workers Party, Workers and Unemployed 
Action Group, etc. See what others you can find! 

 
Use the box below to write the name of your party with the symbol you would use.  Explain what your 
symbol means. 

Party Logo/Symbol We chose this logo/symbol because: 
 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Party Logos/Symbols Worksheet 



35 

Activity continued 

 
3. On the Party Manifesto Worksheet you now must write down three 
points about your issue and why you have chosen it.  Why should 
people support your party? 
 
4. Now that you have a party name and logo and an issue that your 
party feels strongly about how do you campaign to get publicity for 
your issue and to try and get people to vote for you so that you will be 
able to do something about your issue once elected?  What are your 
campaign strategies? 
 
5. How would you present yourself during this campaign remembering 
that people will be voting for YOU and your ISSUE?  What do you want 
people to see when they look at you?  What is your image? 
 
When students have completed the exercise ask the party leaders to 
stick their work up on the wall, present it to the class and talk through 
what they have done. 

Homework / Follow-up Activities 
 
1. Ask the students to find out the names of the leaders and deputy leaders of the 
parties named. 
 
2. Ask the students to collect photographs of the party leaders. 
 
3. Ask the students to collect election literature coming through their letterboxes. 
 
4. Ask students to collect newspaper/social media articles about the election 
campaign. 

      Election 2016 
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Name of Party 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

Party Slogan 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

Issue 
 

_______________________________________ 
 
 

Three Points about this Issue 
 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Campaign Strategies 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Presentation as a Candidate 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

Party Manifesto Worksheet 
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Activity 
 
This activity can be done in pairs or in larger groups.  Photocopy The Steps 
in the Voting Process Cards on page 38 enough for each group and cut 
into the individual sections.  Give each group a set of mixed up Steps Cards 
and ask them to sort them into the right order.  When students have 
completed the task correct and discuss. The correct order is D, F, E, G, H, A, 
B and C. 

Teacher’s Notes 
This activity introduces students to many of the terms used to describe the different 
items they need to be familiar with in order to vote: 
 Register of Electors 
 Polling Station 
 Polling Card 
 Presiding Officer 
 Ballot Paper 
 Secret Ballot 
 Ballot Box 
 Candidates 
 Returning Officer 
 
You may wish to show your students what a Polling Card looks like! 

ACTIVITY 7:  THE MECHANICS OF VOTING 

      Election 2016 
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The Steps in the Voting Process Cards - Put cards in the correct order 

 
When you get to the Polling Station, before 

you can vote you must check 
in with the Presiding Officer 
and show your Polling Card.  
This person will cross your 
name off a list taken from 
the Register of Electors and 
give you a ticket.  This is to 
make sure everybody only 

votes once!  

G 

 
 

You take your Ballot Paper 
to a desk behind a screen 
so that you can vote in 
private. This is called a 
Secret Ballot because 
nobody knows whom you 
have chosen to vote for.  

H 

 
On the day of the election or referendum 

you will go to a Polling 
Station to cast your vote.  
Usually these are primary 
schools or local halls, 
which have been set up 
for the day of the 
elections.  

E 

 

People with their names on the Register of 
Electors will receive a 
Polling Card in the post a 
short time before the day 
of the election/
referendum.  This card will 
have your name and 
address and the name of 

the place where you must go to cast your 
vote. 

F 

 

At the end of Polling Day all the ballot boxes 
will be brought to a Central 
Count Centre in your area.  
The boxes will be opened, 
the ballot papers unfolded 
and counted one by one. 
Results will be known later 
that night or the following 
day. The results will be 

announced by the Returning Officer. 

C 

 
 

When you have finished 
picking the people you 
want to vote for, fold your 
ballot paper and put it into 
the Ballot Box, which will 
be beside the Presiding 
Officer. 

B 

 
Your name must be on the Register of Electors if 

you want to have a vote in an 
Election or Referendum.  Every 
year people from the local 
authority call to houses to check 
the names and addresses of 
people over 18 years living in a 
house. The list of all of these 
names and addresses is called 
the Register of Electors – in 

other words the people who are entitled to vote. 
You can check this out at www.checktheregister.ie. 

On the ballot paper will be a list of all the 
Candidates with a photograph of each.  You 

pick the person you like best 
write the number 1 in the 
boxed space beside their 
name and details.  Then you 
pick the person you like 
second and give your 
number 2 vote to him/her 
and continue like that until 

you have voted for all of the candidates that 
you wanted, in order of preference.  

A 

D 
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Activity  
 

Give the students the following parties and figures (on the board or 
call it out) and ask them to answer the questions.  Explain to stu-
dents that this is an example of a Simple Majority or First Past the 
Post voting system.  Using this system the White Party won this elec-
tion by a small margin.  (This system is used in the U.K. and U.S.A.) 

 
   

 
 
 

 
What proportion of the votes did the White Party get? 
What proportion of the votes did the losing parties combined get? 
Does the winning party represent the voters?  

White Party  1000 votes 
Blue Party    999 votes 
Yellow Party    998 votes 

Teacher’s Notes 
In Ireland we use a system called Proportional Representation with a Single 
Transferable Vote.  For the voter this means choosing candidates from 1 to whatever 
number of candidates there are.  It is the voter’s choice as to how this vote is used. 
   
For counting purposes, however, this is slightly more complicated.  Each candidate has 

to reach a certain amount of 
votes before being elected – this 
is called the Quota. If someone 
reaches the quota on the first 
count then that person is elected 
and those votes are recounted 
and the second preferences 
redistributed to the other 
candidates as a percentage of the 
surplus (votes over the quota.)  
When the people with the lowest 
votes are eliminated their second 
preference votes are counted and 
redistributed as well.  After the 
first count each subsequent count 
looks at second preference votes, 

then third preference votes and so on until elected candidates have filled all of the 
available number of seats.    

 

How to work out the Quota 
 

Quota = 
(Valid Poll ÷ {Number of Seats + 1}) + 1 

 
Total Poll = 33,333 

Invalid Ballot Papers = 8 
Total Valid Poll = 33,325 

Number of Seats = 4 
 

Quota = (33,325 ÷ {4 + 1}) + 1 
Quota = 6,666  

      Election 2016 
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Activity 
 
Divide the students into groups of three or four.  Photocopy The Ballot Papers.   
 
 Ask the students to examine the way each person has voted and ask 

them to suggest reasons why they have voted in this manner.  Take 
feedback from students.  

 
 Ask students to think of other combinations of voting patterns based on 

these cards, which would suggest that people are voting in a particular 
manner for a particular reason. 

 
The point of the exercise is to show students that every vote counts and that 
by doing voting in this way Louise, Liam and Linda are using and making their 
Single Transferable Vote work for them.  In Ireland the majority of people who 
vote succeed in electing their first or second choice candidate – your vote 
means your choice of representative.  

Teacher’s Notes 
 
Louise’s preference is voting for a Fine Gael/Labour Party government. 
She also likes the Independent Candidates!  She definitely does not want 
The Fianna Fáil, The Green Party, or Sinn Féin in government, as she gives 
no vote to them at all! 
 
 
 
Liam’s preference is for the new parties - Social Democrats and Renua 
Ireland followed by Independents. He does not wish his vote to transfer to 
any other party or individual, which might help someone from another 
party to get elected. 
 
 
Linda does not vote for any particular party. In fact she would appear to 
have no party preference at all.  It seems from her selection that her first 
choice candidates were all women stating that her desire was to see at 
least one of them elected and involved in decision-making processes.  She 
possibly feels that women would better represent her, so she voted for 
individual women that she liked and did not care about their party. 

      Election 2016 
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Who Represents Who? Activity 

 

Photocopy the Who Represents Who? Cards and cut them into individual cards. Divide the 
students into five groups and give each group a different card. Ask the students to work 
out the percentages and figures for their particular case study. They may need a calculator 
for this exercise - one per group. This is a real numeracy opportunity! Please note that in 
order to get accurate figures students should use the % button on the calculator when 
working out the figures. 
 

Formula: 
Group Number ÷ Total Population % button = Percentage of Population 

166 x Figure for Percentage of Population % button = Ideal number of TDs to represent 
the particular group 

 
Example: 

(a) To find out what percentage of the Population are men 
2,272,699 ÷ 4,588,252 = 49.5% 

(b) To find out how many male TDs would reflect true representation in the Dáil 
166 x 49.5% = 82 

 
When all the figures have been worked out discuss these questions with students 

Who is over represented? Who is under represented? Who is not represented at all? 

Teacher’s Notes 
This activity explores the whole notion of representation. Most students will be familiar with 
Abraham Lincoln’s definition of Democracy, which is 
 

‘Government of the people, by the people, for the people’ 
 

But, what does this mean in terms of representation? Our government makes decisions, 
which affect everybody in the country, but what if there was a large group of ‘Green 
Martians’ living here and there were no ‘Green Martians’ in the Dáil? Who speaks for them, 
says what their needs are, disagrees with something which is not good for them, or in other 
words - Who represents them, if there are no ‘Green Martians’ in the Dáil? 
 
Our country and society is made up of many groups who are entitled to representation in 
decision-making. The following activity highlights the current situation in Ireland regarding 
representation. The activity aims to make students aware of, and thinking about, what 
representation means to them. 

ACTIVITY 8:  TRUE REPRESENTATION 

      Election 2016 
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Who Represents Who? - Student Cards 

Card 1: Women in Ireland 
 
The population of Ireland, according to Census 
2011, is 4,588,252. 
 
There are 2,315,553 women living in Ireland. At 
present 27 of the 166 TDs in Dáil Éireann are 
women. 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland is 
made up of women? 
(b) How many female TDs should we have to 
represent them? 

Card 1: Men in Ireland 
 
The population of Ireland, according to Census 
2011, is 4,588,252. 
 
There are 2,272,699 men living in Ireland. At 
present 139 of the 166 TDs in Dáil Éireann are 
men. 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland is 
made up of men? 
(b) How many male TDs should we have to 
represent them? 

Card 1: The Travelling Community 
 
The population of Ireland, according to Census 2011, is 
4,588,252. 
 
There are 29,573 members of the Travelling Community 
living in Ireland (14,625 men and 14,948 women). At 
present none of the 166 TDs in Dáil Éireann are from the 
Travelling Community. 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland is made 
up of Travellers? 
(b) How many TDs should we have to represent them? 

Card 4: Young People (Under 19 Years) 
 
The population of Ireland, according to Census 
2011, is 4,588,252. 
 
There are 1,251,855 Under 19s living in Ireland 
(641,094 males and 610,761 females). At present 
none of the 166 TDs in Dáil Éireann are Under 19. 
You have to be over 21 years of age to become a 
TD! 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland is 
Under 19? 
(b) How many TDs aged Under 19 should we have 
to represent them? 

Card 5: Older People (Over 65 Years) 
 
The population of Ireland, according to Census 
2011, is 4,588,252. 
 
There are 524,134 Over 65s living in Ireland 
(236,574 males and 287,560 females). At present 
32 of the 166 TDs in Dáil Éireann are Over 65 (as 
of Feb 2016).  
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland is 
Over 65? 
(b) How many TDs aged Over 65 should we have 
to represent them? 
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Who Represents Who? - Answers 

Card 1: Women in Ireland 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland 

is made up of women? 

2,315,553 ÷ 4,588,252 = 50.5% 
 

(b)  How many female TDs should we have to 
 represent them? 

166 x 50.5% = 84 
 

There are 27 female TDs in the 31st Dáil! 
What are the figures like for the 32nd Dáil?  

 
Remember there will only be 158 TDs  

in the new parliament. 

Card 1: Men in Ireland 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland 

is made up of men? 

2,272,699 ÷ 4,588,252 = 49.5% 
 

(b)  How many male TDs should we have to 
 represent them? 

166 x 49.5% = 82 
 

There are 139 male TDs in the 31st Dáil! 
What are the figures like for the 32nd Dáil?  

 
Remember there will only be 158 TDs  

in the new parliament. 

Card 1: The Travelling Community 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland is 

made up of Travellers? 
 

29,573 ÷ 4,588,252 = 0.6% 
 

(b)  How many TDs should we have to represent them? 
166 x 0.6% = 1 

 
There are no Traveller TDs in the 31st Dáil! 
What are the figures like for the 32nd Dáil?  

 
Remember there will only be 158 TDs  

in the new parliament. 

Card 4: Young People (Under 19 Years) 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland 

is Under 19? 

1,251,855 ÷ 4,588,252 = 27.3% 
 

(b)  How many TDs aged Under 19 should we 
 have to represent them? 

166 x 27.3% = 45 
 

There are no Under 19 TDs in the 31st Dáil! 
How many males & females should there be? 
What are the figures like for the 32nd Dáil?  

 
Remember there will only be 158 TDs  

in the new parliament. 

Card 5: Older People (Over 65 Years) 
 
(a) What percentage of the population in Ireland 

is Over 65? 

524,134 ÷ 4,588,252 = 11% 
 

(b)  How many TDs aged Over 65 should we 
 have to represent them? 

166 x 11% = 18 
 

There are 32 TDs Over 65 in the 31st Dáil! 
How many females and males should there be? 

What are the figures like for the 32nd Dáil?  
 

Remember there will only be 158 TDs  
in the new parliament. 
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Teacher’s Notes 
Having completed the previous activity students may be somewhat concerned that they 
have no representation in the Dáil and are never likely to have due to the age restriction on 
elected members of the Dail having to be over 21 years of age. However, in recent years 
there have been more opportunities for students/young people to voice their opinions 
regarding any matters that affect them. 
 
Student Councils in schools provide opportunities for students to have a say in school life. 
Other opportunities arise through Comhairle na nÓg and Dáil na nÓg. 
 
There is now a Minister with responsibility for Children and Young People who champions 
the issues relating to young people at the Cabinet table. Who is the Minister with 
responsibility for Children and Young People? 
 
For Card 4 and Card 5 you could encourage your students to do some further calculations/
analysis, as follows: 
 
Card 4 
(i)  What percentage of the Irish population is male Under 19 years of age? 
 Answer: 641,094 ÷ 4,588,252 = 14% 
(ii)  How many male TDs Under 19 years of age would reflect true representation in the 
 Dáil? 
 Answer: 166 x 14% = 23 
(iii) What percentage of the Irish population is female Under 19 years of age? 
 Answer: 610,761 ÷ 4,588,252 = 13% 
(iv) How many female TDs Under 19 years of age would reflect true representation in the 
 Dáil? 
 Answer: 166 x 13% = 22 
 
Card 5 
(i)  What percentage of the Irish population is male Over 65 years of age? 
 Answer: 236,754 ÷ 4,588,252 = 5.2% 
(ii)  How many male TDs Over 65 years of age would reflect true representation in the 
 Dáil? 
 Answer: 166 x 5.2% = 9 
(iii) What percentage of the Irish population is female Over 65 years of age? 
 Answer: 287,560 ÷ 4,588,252 = 6.1% 
(iv) How many female TDs Under 19 years of age would reflect true representation in the 
 Dáil? 
 Answer: 166 x 6.1% = 10 

      Election 2016 
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The ‘Gender’ Election Activities 

 
Photocopy the Women in National Parliaments table on page 49 and the newspaper 
articles about Gender Quotas on pages 50 to 57 and ask your students to read them and 
to think about what these sources tell us about Gender Equality and Representation. 
 
Ask you students to answer the following questions: 
 

1) Why do you think so few women have put themselves forward for election? 
2) Is there anything that could be changed  that might make it more attractive for 

women to become politicians in Ireland?  
3) What do you think of the 30% quota of female candidates rule? Why might 

someone be in favour of it? Why might someone be against it? 
4) Do you think voters should vote according to gender? Why? 

Teacher’s Notes 
There will be more female candidates standing for election on Friday, 26th February than in 
any previous General Election. A record number of women will contest the election and 
when the 32nd Dáil meets on Thursday, 10th March the brown benches of the Dáil Chamber 
may well have less of the grey and navy suited males sitting upon them. 
 
163 of the 551 declared candidates for Election 2016 are women. So, the number of female 
candidates has doubled since the last general election. Now, on average, there are 4 women 
running per constituency. Half of the constituencies (20 of the 40) have 30% or above of 
female candidates. In Dublin South West there are 8 women running, the highest number in 
one constituency. Only one constituency in the country, Limerick City, has no female 
candidates! 
 
In Election 2011 only 15% of candidates (86 of the 566 candidates) were women, and in the 
end women took 15% of the Dáil seats, rising to 16% and 27 seats after the 2014 by-
elections. As a result, according to the Table on page 49 Ireland is ranked 88th of 190 nations 
in terms of the representation of women in national parliaments.  
 
If true representation, in terms of gender, were to happen, as seen in the previous activity, 
there should be 80 female TDs and 78 male TDs in Dáil Éireann! We will know on the 
weekend of 27th - 28th February just how many women and men will be representing us on 
those brown benches. 

ACTIVITY 9:  THE ‘GENDER’ ELECTION 
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Female members of the Oireachtas, past and present, in Leinster House under a portrait of Countess 
Constance Markievicz in December 2008 marking the 90th Anniversary of the 1918 election, the first time 
women were entitled to vote.  
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Women in National Parliaments 

Country Seats in 
Parliament 

Number of 
Women 

%  
of Total 

01. Rwanda 80 51 63.8% 

02. Bolivia 130 69 53.1% 

03. Cuba 612 299 48.9% 

04. Seychelles 32 14 43.8% 

05. Sweden 349 152 43.6% 

10. Finland 200 83 41.5% 

11. Iceland 63 26 41.3% 

12. Spain 350 144 41.1% 

21. Germany 631 230 36.5% 

32. New Zealand 121 38 31.4% 

40. United Kingdom 650 191 29.4% 

46. Australia 150 40 26.7% 

49. Canada 338 88 26.5% 

67. Albania 140 29 20.7% 

75. USA 434 84 19.4% 

85. Morocco 395 67 17.0% 

88. IRELAND 166 27 16.0% 

109. India 543 65 12.0% 

134. Nigeria 360 20 5.6% 

144. Yemen 300 0 0.0% 

The data in the table above has been compiled by the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union on the basis of information provided by National Parliaments by 1st 
December 2015. 190 countries have been classified in descending order of 
the percentage of women in the lower or single House of Parliament. 

http://www.ipu.org/english/Whatipu.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/Whatipu.htm
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Taken from Irish Independent, Friday, 12th February 2016 
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Taken from The Irish Times, Wednesday, 10th February 2016 
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Taken from Irish Independent Review, Saturday, 6th February 2016 
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Taken from Irish Independent Review, Saturday, 6th February 2016 
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Taken from Irish Independent Review, Saturday, 6th February 2016 
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Taken from Irish Independent Review, Saturday, 6th February 2016 
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Teacher’s Notes 
 
Listed here  are some questions which may be useful to pose when looking at the election 
campaign literature: 
 

 How many female candidates are running for election? 

 How many male candidates are running for election? 

 How many people have been elected previously and are running again? 

 What are the ages of the candidates? 

 What political parties are represented in the literature? 

 What other parties/candidates are contesting the election in your 

constituency? 

 
When students have finished this activity why not display the leaflets and the profiles 
which students have completed on the walls of the classroom. 
 

Homework: Ask students to find out about their elected 
representatives from the last election and get them to 
complete one of the ‘My Constituency for a General 
Election’ sheets. Lists of Constituencies are on pages 64 
and 65 and Maps are available on pages 66 - 67 to see 
where they are.. 
 
Note: Be sure to give them the right sheet, depending on 
whether it is a 3, 4 or 5 seats Constituency! Give them the 
Kildare North Sheet as an Exemplar. 

ACTIVITY 10:  THE GENERAL ELECTION 

Activity 
 

Divide the class into groups of 2, 3 and 4. Give each group election campaign 
leaflets, that have been collected, to try and cover as many students as 
possible within the class. Give out the General Election Candidate Profile Sheet 
to each group and ask them to fill it in for the candidate that they have.  When 
students have finished ask them to present their profiles to the rest of the 
class.  Make a note on the board of the names of the candidates, their party 
affiliation and the issues that concern them. 

      Election 2016 
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GENERAL ELECTION CANDIDATE PROFILE SHEET 

 
NAME: ________________________________ 
 
 
CONSTITUENCY: _______________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 
POLITICAL PARTY: ______________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 
JOB/PROFESSION: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
NAME TWO ISSUES THAT THIS CANDIDATE FEELS STRONGLY ABOUT: 
 
 
1. ________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. ________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
OTHER INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THIS CANDIDATE: 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Place a photograph  
of this candidate here 
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My Constituency for a General Election [4 Seats] - Exemplar from Election 2011 

 
 
 
 
Name of Constituency 
 

Kildare North 
 
Number of Seats 
 

4 
 
Electorate 
 

77,959 
 
Total Poll 
 

51,610 
 
Turnout (%) 
 

66.2% 
 
Spoiled Votes 
 

388 
 
Total Valid Poll 
 

51,222 
 
Quota 
 

10,245 
 
Number of Candidates 
contesting the Election 
 

12 
 
Main Towns in this 
Constituency 
 

Carbury, Celbridge, 
Clane, Kilcock, Kill, 
Maynooth, Moyvally, 
Naas, Prosperous, Sallins 
andTimahoe 

TD 1 Biography 

Bernard Durkan (FG) was 
elected to the Dáil on the 2nd 
Count. 
  
He lives in Maynooth. He was 
first elected to the Dáil in 
1981.  
 
He previously worked as an 
agricultural contractor. 

TD 2 Biography 

Emmet Stagg (LAB) was 
elected to the Dáil on the 3rd 
Count. 
  
He lives in Straffan. He was 
first elected to the Dáil in 
1987.  
 
He previously worked as a 
medical laboratory 
technologist. 

TD 3 Biography 

Catherine Murphy 
(Independent) was elected to 
the Dáil on the 5th Count. 
  
She lives in Leixlip. She was 
first elected to the Dáil in a by
-election in 2005.  
 
She previously worked as a 
Town Commissioner and 
County Councillor. 

TD 4 Biography 

Anthony Lawlor (FG) was 
elected to the Dáil on the 5th 
Count without reaching the 
quota. 
  
He lives in Kill. He was first 
elected to the Dáil in 2011.  
 
He previously worked as a 
farmer and teacher. 
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My Constituency for a General Election [3 Seats] 

 
 
 
 
Name of Constituency 
 
 
_________________________ 
 
 
Number of Seats 
 
_________________________ 
 
Electorate 
 
_________________________ 
 
Total Poll 
 
_________________________ 
 
Turnout (%) 
 
_________________________ 
 
Spoiled Votes 
 
_________________________ 
 
Total Valid Poll 
 
_________________________ 
 
Quota 
 
_________________________ 
 
Number of Candidates 
contesting the Election 
 
_________________________ 
 
Main Towns in this 
Constituency 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 

TD 1 Biography 

TD 2 Biography 

TD 3 Biography 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 
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My Constituency for a General Election [4 Seats] 

 
 
 
 
Name of Constituency 
 
 
_________________________ 
 
 
Number of Seats 
 
_________________________ 
 
Electorate 
 
_________________________ 
 
Total Poll 
 
_________________________ 
 
Turnout (%) 
 
_________________________ 
 
Spoiled Votes 
 
_________________________ 
 
Total Valid Poll 
 
_________________________ 
 
Quota 
 
_________________________ 
 
Number of Candidates 
contesting the Election 
 
_________________________ 
 
Main Towns in this 
Constituency 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 

TD 1 Biography 

TD 2 Biography 

TD 3 Biography 

TD 4 Biography 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 
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My Constituency for a General Election [5 Seats] 

TD 1 Biography 

TD 2 Biography 

TD 3 Biography 

TD 4 Biography 

TD 5 Biography 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 

Place his/her Photo here 

 
 
 
 
 
Name of Constituency 
 
 
_________________________ 
 
 
 
Number of Seats 
 
_________________________ 
 
Electorate 
 
_________________________ 
 
Total Poll 
 
_________________________ 
 
Turnout (%) 
 
_________________________ 
 
Spoiled Votes 
 
_________________________ 
 
Total Valid Poll 
 
_________________________ 
 
Quota 
 
_________________________ 
 
Number of Candidates 
contesting the Election 
 
_________________________ 
 
Main Towns in this 
Constituency 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 
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General Election 
Constituencies, 2016 (40) 

Seats  
(158) 

General Election 
Constituencies, 2011 (43) 

Seats  
(166) 

Carlow-Kilkenny 5 Carlow-Kilkenny 5 

Cavan-Monaghan 4 Cavan-Monaghan 5 

Clare 4 Clare 4 

Cork East 4 Cork East 4 

Cork North-Central 4 Cork North-Central 4 

Cork North-West 3 Cork North-West 3 

Cork South-Central 4 Cork South-Central 5 

Cork South-West 3 Cork South-West 3 

Donegal 5 Donegal North-East 3 

Dublin Bay North 5 Donegal South-West 3 

Dublin Bay South 4 Dublin Central 4 

Dublin Central 3 Dublin Mid-West 4 

Dublin Fingal 5 Dublin North 4 

Dublin Mid-West 4 Dublin North-Central 3 

Dublin North-West 3 Dublin North-East 3 

Dublin Rathdown 3 Dublin North-West 3 

Dublin South-Central 4 Dublin South 5 

Dublin South-West 5 Dublin South-Central 5 

Dublin West 4 Dublin South-East 4 

Dún Laoghaire 4 Dublin South-West 4 

Galway East 3 Dublin West 4 

Galway West 5 Dún Laoghaire 4 

Kerry 5 Galway East 4 

Limerick City 4 Galway West 5 

Limerick County 3 Kerry North-West Limerick 3 

Longford-Westmeath 4 Kerry South 3 

Louth 5 Kildare North 4 

Mayo 4 Kildare South 3 

Meath East 3 Laois-Offaly 5 

General Election Constituencies, 2016 & 2011 
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General Election 
Constituencies, 2016 (40) 

Seats  
(158) 

General Election 
Constituencies, 2011 (43) 

Seats  
(166) 

Meath West 3 Limerick 3 

Offaly 3 Limerick City 4 

Roscommon-Galway 3 Longford-Westmeath 4 

Sligo-Leitrim 4 Louth 5 

Tipperary 5 Mayo 5 

Waterford 4 Meath East 3 

Wexford 5 Meath West 3 

Wicklow 5 Roscommon-South Leitrim 3 

  Sligo-North Leitrim 3 

  Tipperary North 3 

  Tipperary South 3 

  Waterford 4 

  Wexford 5 

  Wicklow 5 

General Election Constituencies, 2016 & 2011 (continued) 

Teacher’s Notes 
These tables and the maps on pages 66 and 67 will help you to work out what 
constituency your school is in and how many seats are available in Election ‘16. 
 
Remember that there are 8 less seats available in this election. 158 TDs will be elected 
to the 32nd Dáil instead of 166! 
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Mock General Election Action Project 
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Teacher’s Notes 
Here you will find some tips to organising a mock general election 
action project, should you decide to carry out one with your 
students. 
 
You can carry out a mock general election with your own CSPE 
class but for the purposes of voting you might consider including 
some of the following combinations of classes in your mock general 
election: 
 
Class Group/s 
Year Group/s 
The Whole School 
 
Democracy is not a spectator sport and an Action Project such as this encourages 
students not only to be participative in their learning but will empower them with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to access the procedures and structures of their 
democratic system in the future. 
 
What follows is a suggestion for some of the groupings/committees/tasks you might 
consider having in order to run the mock general election.  Within these groups or 
committees students should have their own individual task, which is their responsibility. 
 
Students learn many different skills participating in any Action Project.  Following the list 
of possible committees is an example of some of the skills that students may be using 
while engaging in this Action Project.  This list is by no means exhaustive and there are 
many other skills that students may use throughout the process.  
 
NOTE: If you and/or your students are unfamiliar with the PR Voting System you might 
like to work through the activity on pages 73 - 79 together before organizing your Mock 
Election. 

 
See Possible Committees on pages 70 - 71 

 
NOTE: For further information on Action Projects and Skills consult the CSPE Teacher 
Guidelines available at https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/e8fa4202-3e32-414a-
bde3-955012278365/JCSEC04_CSPE_Guidelines.pdf 
or Harrison, C. and Wilson, M. (2011) Make A Difference! Dublin: Folens Publishers, 
Chapter 9, pp 281-292 

MOCK GENERAL ELECTION ACTION PROJECT 

      Election 2016 
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Teacher’s Notes 
 
The following committees/groups/tasks may prove useful in carrying out your Mock 
General Election: 
 

1. REGISTER OF ELECTORS COMMITTEE 
Collect names and details from everyone intending to vote. 
Put together a Register of Electors. 
Produce in alphabetical order. 
 
 

2. ADVERTISING COMMITTEE 
Make colourful eye catching posters to advertise the upcoming mock general election. 
Make posters or stick up fliers for the candidates. 
Inform participating classes of the time and date of the mock election 
 
 

3. POLLING CARD COMMITTEE 
Using the template of a polling card given with this section, photocopy enough for all 
voters. 
Using the data from the Register of Electors fill out a polling card for every name. 
Issue the polling cards in time for the mock election. 
 
 

4. BALLOT PAPER COMMITTEE 
Using the example of the ballot paper given in this resource, design your own ballot 
paper for your election. 
Photocopy and have enough ready for the day of the mock election. 
 

 
5. BALLOT BOX COMMITTEE 
Get a cardboard box e.g. a banana box. 
Put the box into a black refuse sack and cut and fold to 
fit. 
Cut out an opening in the sack and or box for ballot 
papers to be placed inside. 
 

POSSIBLE COMMITTEES/GROUPS/TASKS 
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Teacher’s Notes 
 

6. PRESIDING OFFICERS COMMITTEE 
This committee will have overall responsibility for running the election on the day. 
Tasks may include  
 setting up the tables in the polling station (classroom or hall) 
 setting up a screen so that students can make a secret ballot 

 checking names off the register as students vote and making sure that nobody       
      votes twice. 
 watching over the ballot box to make sure that nobody interferes with it or puts  
      anything other than a ballot paper into the box! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. THE COUNT COMMITTEE 
It is this committee’s job to work out who has been elected. They will need to: 
Count the votes. 
Subtract any invalid or spoiled votes and work out the quota. 
Count and recount. 
Declare the winner/s. 
 
Some templates for Polling Cards and Ballot Papers are 
included on page 78. 
 
. 
 

POSSIBLE COMMITTEES/GROUPS?TASKS Continued 

? 
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BUTLER - SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

(Mary Butler of The Meadows, Bandon, Co. 
Cork; Company Director) 

  

 

DELANEY - LABOUR 
(Ned Delaney of Wheatfield House, Mallow, Co. 
Cork; Farmer) 

  

 

FLEMING - FIANNA FÁIL 
(John Fleming of Riverside Estate, Fermoy, Co. 
Cork; Public Representative) 

  

 

GORDON - NON-PARTY 
(Katie Gordon of The Rise, Blackrock, Co. 
Cork; Shopkeeper) 

  

 

GRACE - FINE GAEL 
(Miriam Grace of Muskerry Estate, Ballincollig, 
Co. Cork; Accountant) 

  

 

KEATING - FINE GAEL 
(Pamela Keating of Oak Road, Curraheen, Co. 
Cork; Doctor) 

  

 

MAUGHAN - SINN FÉIN 
(Charlie Maughan of Patrick Street, Cork; Bank 
Official) 

  

 

PHELAN - RENUA 
(Joe Phelan of Chestnut Park, Bandon, Co. 
Cork; Company Director) 

  

 

O’KELLY - NON-PARTY 
(Ross O’Kelly of Seaview, Kinsale, Co. Cork; 
Construction Worker) 

  

 

SAVAGE - GREEN PARTY 
(Diane Savage of Model Farm Road, Bishop-
stown, Co. Cork; Interior Designer) 

  

 

Polling Card Template 

Ballot Paper Template 
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Using PR 

 

Photocopy a set of the 4 pages of Ballot Papers (A-D), the page called Election Results 
Grid for Students and the Instructions for the Count, enough for each group of students. 
Cut out the individual ballot papers so that each group will have their own set. 
 
Give an Instructions for the Count page to each group. Read through each individual 
instruction with the students so that all the groups are at the same stage at the same 
time. As each instruction has been followed, students fill in the appropriate space on 
their Election Results Grid. Make sure that each group has the right answer. 
 
When the count has finished, allow the students to discuss the results. Explain to them 
that if a majority, or first-past-the-post, system was being used, then the result would 
have been very different. In fact, Barney would have won in this case. 
 
Ask the students to consider whether this would, in fact, have been representative of 
what they wanted. Barney received 12 first preference votes, which is 37% of the total. 
If he had been elected, how would the other 63% have been represented? 
 
Note: In this application of the PR system, votes have been transferred using the elimination system. In a 

situation where there is more than one position available and there are many candidates, some 
candidates may achieve over the quota on the 1st or 2nd count. In this case, the surplus votes are 
transferred on a percentage of the amount over the quota. However, in a student council election in a 
school, whether it is on a class group or a year group basis, this is unlikely to happen (though not 
impossible). The elimination system has been demonstrated here to give students a very basic idea of how 
to apply PR to a class election. 

Teacher’s Notes 
During this activity students will become familiar with PR and discover how to apply the 
proportional representation system of counting, which is used in Ireland for elections at 
local, national and European level. This system is deemed to be more representative of the 
voice of the people than a straight majority, or first-past-the-post, system.  
 
In this activity students will apply this PR system to elect a candidate to the student council 
from a class of 32 students. All the instructions are given in an easy-to-follow way and 
students will be able to see how this system works to elect a representative. The students 
will actually carry out an election count. 
 
Students should be allowed some time to discuss the activity and what they think of this 
particular system before the class finishes. 

GETTING TO GRIPS WITH PR ACTIVITY 
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Ballot Papers - Sheet A 

Archer, Andrew 5 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie 4 

1 Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise  

Evans, Eddie 3 

2 

Archer, Andrew 1 

Brown, Barney 4 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie 5 

3 Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 2 

Clancy, Clara 1 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie  

4 

Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney  

Clancy, Clara 1 

Daniels, Denise  

Evans, Eddie  

5 Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 3 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 1 

Evans, Eddie  

6 

Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney  

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 1 

Evans, Eddie  

7 Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney X 

Clancy, Clara  

Daniels, Denise X 

Evans, Eddie  

8 

Archer, Andrew 1 

Brown, Barney 3 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 5 

Evans, Eddie 4 

9 Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 2 

Clancy, Clara 1 

Daniels, Denise  

Evans, Eddie 3 

10 
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Ballot Papers - Sheet B 

Archer, Andrew 2 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 3 

Daniels, Denise 4 

Evans, Eddie 5 

11 Archer, Andrew 2 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 3 

Daniels, Denise 5 

Evans, Eddie 4 

12 

Archer, Andrew 4 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 3 

Daniels, Denise 2 

Evans, Eddie 5 

13 Archer, Andrew 3 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 5 

Evans, Eddie 4 

14 

Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 3 

Clancy, Clara  

Daniels, Denise 2 

Evans, Eddie 1 

15 Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 2 

Clancy, Clara 1 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie  

16 

Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 3 

Clancy, Clara 1 

Daniels, Denise 2 

Evans, Eddie  

17 Archer, Andrew 2 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 3 

Daniels, Denise 4 

Evans, Eddie 5 

18 

Archer, Andrew 4 

Brown, Barney 3 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 1 

Evans, Eddie 5 

19 Archer, Andrew 3 

Brown, Barney  

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 1 

Evans, Eddie  

20 
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Ballot Papers - Sheet C 

Archer, Andrew 4 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie 5 

21 Archer, Andrew 2 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara  

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie  

22 

Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise  

Evans, Eddie  

23 Archer, Andrew 4 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 5 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie 2 

24 

Archer, Andrew 4 

Brown, Barney 3 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 1 

Evans, Eddie 5 

25 Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney 2 

Clancy, Clara  

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie 1 

26 

Archer, Andrew  

Brown, Barney YES 

Clancy, Clara  

Daniels, Denise YES 

Evans, Eddie  

27 Archer, Andrew 5 

Brown, Barney 4 

Clancy, Clara 1 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie 2 

28 

Archer, Andrew 1 

Brown, Barney 4 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie 5 

29 Archer, Andrew 3 

Brown, Barney 1 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 4 

Evans, Eddie 5 

30 
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Ballot Papers - Sheet D 

Archer, Andrew 5 

Brown, Barney 4 

Clancy, Clara 1 

Daniels, Denise 3 

Evans, Eddie 2 

31 Archer, Andrew 1 

Brown, Barney 3 

Clancy, Clara 2 

Daniels, Denise 4 

Evans, Eddie  

32 

Instructions for the Count 

1.  Count all the votes. 
2.  Seperate the spoiled votes and count how many of them there are. 
3.  Subtract the number of spoiled votes from the total number of votes. 
 This is your total valid poll. 
4.  Work out the quota on the sheet. You can’t start counting until you 
 know how many votes a person needs to be elected. 

COUNT 1 
 

 Count all the votes. 
 Make a pile for each candidate with 

their number 1 preferences. 
 Fill in the grid with the totals for each 

person. 

 
COUNT 2 

 
 Eliminate the person with the lowest 

number of votes. 
 Now look at that person’s votes and 

find out who was the number 2 
preference 

 on these ballot papers. 
 Add these number 2 votes to the 

candidates’ piles and fill in the grid. 

COUNT 3 
 

 If nobody has reached the quota, 
eliminate the next person with the 
lowest number of votes. 

 Find out who the number 2 1st 
preferences were for and add those to 
the candidates’ piles and fill in the grid. 

 
COUNT 4 
 

 If nobody has reached the quota, 
eliminate the next person with the 
lowest number of votes. 

 Find out who the number 2 
preferences were for and add those to 
the candidates’ piles. 

 If this person (that you are currently 
eliminating) received transfers from an 

 already eliminated person, check the 
number 3 preferences and add them 
on to the candidates’ piles. 

 Fill in the grid. 
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Election Results Grid for the Teacher 

Total Poll 32 

Spoiled Votes 2 

Valid Poll 30 

Quota =  [ ] 30 

1+ 1 
+ 1 = 

Quota =  
Valid Poll 

Number of Seats + 1 
+ 1  

16 

Candidate Count 1 Count 2 Count 3 Count 4 Count 5 

Archer, Andrew 4  Eliminated   

Brown, Barney 12 +1  +1 14 

Clancy, Clara 7  +4 +5 16 Elected 

Daniels, Denise 5 +1  Eliminated  

Evans, Eddie 2 Eliminated    

Election Result 
Having reached the quota of 16 Clara Clancy is deemed to have been elected as a member of the 
Student Council. 
 
Your class is now ready to organise a Mock General Election for your Constituency. Good luck! 
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Democracy, Elections and Voting: 
www.gov.ie - The Irish Government 
(Dáil and Seanad Éireann) 
www.oireachtas.ie - The Houses of 
the Oireachtas 
www.taoiseach.ie - Department of 
An Taoiseach 
www.merrionstreet.ie - Irish 
Government News Service 
www.president.ie - The President of 
Ireland 
www.environ.ie -  Department of 
the Environment, Community & 
Local Government (Elections, 
Proportional Representation) 
 

 

Political Parties: 
Anti-Austerity Alliance/People Before Profit 
www.fiannafail.ie  -  Fianna Fail  
wwwfinegael.ie -  Fine Gael  
www.labour.ie - The Labour Party  
www.greenparty.ie  -  The Green Party 
www.renuaireland.com - Renua Ireland 
www.sinnfein.ie -  Sinn Féin 
www.socialdemocrats.ie - Social Democrats 
www.socialistparty.ie -  The Socialist Party 
www.workersparty.ie - The Workers Party 
 
Other smaller parties also exist. Find out what other political parties are 
active in your Constituency! 
 
 
 

      Election 2016 

http://www.gov.ie
http://www.oireachtas.ie
http://www.taoiseach.ie
http://www.merrionstreet.ie
http://www.president.ie
http://www.environ.ie
https://www.fiannafail.ie/
http://www.finegael.ie/
https://www.labour.ie/
https://greenparty.ie/
http://www.renuaireland.com/
http://www.sinnfein.ie/better-with-sf-landing
http://www.socialdemocrats.ie/
http://socialistparty.ie/
http://workersparty.ie/
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Notes 
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