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Preface
This pack is intended to provide some basic information on the women who participated in
the 1916 Easter Rising. Each profile contains brief information about the woman’s role in
the Rising and what happened to her in the aftermath. Included in each profile is an
interesting fact about each woman, not related to the Rising, which may inspire further
research.

Women and the Rising: Background
Roughly 270-300 women took part in the events of Easter Week. The women who
participated in the Rising were either members of The Irish Citizen Army or Cumann na
mBan. During the Rising, women were represented in all garrisons, except Boland’s Mills. Its
Commandant, Eamon de Valera, refused to allow women have any role in events.
Margaretta Keogh, a nurse, was the only woman to be killed during the Rising. She was shot
accidentally when she went to help an injured man near the South Dublin Union garrison.

The Irish Citizen Army
James Connolly, leader of the Irish Citizen Army was a firm supporter of women’s suffrage
and believed women should be treated equally, hence the women in the ICA played a larger
role in the Rising than those in Cumann na mBan. Some of them were armed and two of
them held rank positions (Markievicz as Lieutenant & Lynn as Captain). The majority of the
ICA women were stationed in St. Stephen’s Green/Royal College of Surgeons and City Hall
during Easter Week.

Cumann na mBan
Women were not allowed join the Irish Volunteers, so a group of women who wanted to
take an active role in the nationalist struggle, decided to set up their own organisation. In
1914, they met in Wynn’s Hotel on Dublin’s Abbey St, where they formed Cumann na mBan.
It was closely linked to the Irish Volunteers – Cumann na mBan fundraised for the
Volunteers and the Volunteers trained Cumann na mBan in army drills and manoeuvres.
Members of Cumann na mBan cooked food for the men and delivered messages,
ammunition and food between the rebel garrisons. They also administered First Aid to the
Injured, but they were not armed and acted under the orders of the Irish Volunteers at all
times. There was a large number of Cumann na mBan women in the Marrowbone Lane
garrison, but they were represented in numerous others, including the Four Courts and the
GPO. Cumann na mBan became a much more significant organisation in the years which
followed the Rising.

Dr. Kathleen Lynn

1874 -1955
Captain – Irish Citizen Army
Garrison – City Hall (took command when Seán Connolly
killed)
Arrest » Ship St. Barracks » Richmond Barracks » Kilmainham
FACT: Kathleen Lynn was one of the first female doctors in
Ireland. she established St. Ultan’s infant hospital in 1919.

Helena Molony

1883 -1967
Member – Irish Citizen Army
Garrison – City Hall
Arrest » Ship St Barracks » Richmond Barracks » Kilmainham
Gaol » Aylesbury Prison, UK
FACT: Helena Molony was an actress in the Abbey Theatre who
gave up her acting career to become a trade union leader.

Countess Markievicz

1868 -1927
Lieutenant – Irish Citizen Army
Garrison – St. Stephen’s Green/RCSI
Arrest » Richmond Barracks » Kilmainham Gaol » Mountjoy
Prison » Aylesbury Prison, UK
FACT: In 1918 Constance Markievicz became the first woman
elected as MP in Ireland and Britain. She was also the first
woman elected as a cabinet minister in Europe when she was
appointed Minister for Labour in 1919.

Nellie Gifford

1880 – 1971
Member – Irish Citizen Army
Garrison – St. Stephen’s Green/RCSI
Arrest » Richmond Barracks » Kilmainham Gaol » Mountjoy
FACT: Nellie Gifford collected a large number of Items after
the Rising, which now form the National Museum of Ireland’s
1916 collection.

Rosie Hackett

1893 -1976
Member – Irish Citizen Army
Garrison – St. Stephen’s Green/RCSI
Arrest » Richmond Barracks » Kilmainham Gaol
FACT: Rosie organised a strike in Jacob’s biscuit factory in
1911 which helped get better pay for the women working
there & was the inspiration for the establishment of the Irish
Women’s Workers’ Union (IWWU).

Elizabeth O’ Farrell

1883 -1957
Member – cumann na mban & the Irish Citizen Army
Garrison – The G.P.O
Arrest » avoided » Granted an amnesty due to task of
delivering the surrender notice.
FACT: Elizabeth O’Farrell trained as a midwife in the National
Maternity Hospital, Holles St., where a silver medal is
awarded to a student midwife in her honour every year.

Margaret Skinnider

1893 – 1971
Member – Cumann na mBan (Glasgow)
Garrison – St. Stephen’s Green/RCSI
Arrest » avoided arrest – injured » 7 wks, St. Vincent’s
Hospital
FACT: Margaret Skinnider was a maths teacher in Glasgow
who moved to Ireland where she became president of the Irish
National Teacher’s Organisation (INTO) in the 1950s.

Easter
Widows
Some of the women who didn’t
participate in the 1916 Rising but who
suffered as a result of it.

Kathleen Clarke

1878 – 1972
Member – Cumann na mBan
1916 – Kathleen was A ‘Ghost’ she was given IRB information
by her husband Tom in case he would not survive the Rising.
Impact: Both her husband Tom Clarke and her brother Edward
Daly were executed after the Rising. Kathleen was pregnant at
the time and lost her baby soon afterwards.
FACT: Kathleen Clarke was the first female Lord Mayor of
Dublin. She had a new chain of office made and got rid of the
royal portraits from the Mansion House, where she kept a
talking parrot as a pet!

Hanna Sheehy Skeffington

1877 - 1946
Founding member – Irish Women’s Franchise League
1916 - Delivered food to the rebels but did not take part in
the Rising as she was a pacifist
Impact: Hanna’s husband Francis, a pacifist, was helping to
stop the looting which had broken out on the streets of
Dublin when he was arrested and taken to Portobello
Barracks, where he was executed.
Fact: After Francis’ Death, Hanna travelled to the US to
campaign for Irish Independence. She spent 18 months on a
speaking tour, where she spoke at Harvard University & met
U.S. President Woodrow Wilson in the White House.

Activities
Discuss
 Who do you think was the most interesting woman/who would you most like to have
met and why?
 If you could meet any of the women, what questions would you ask them?
 Role play an interview between a journalist and one of the women featured
 Why do you think some of the women featured are photographed at older ages?
How would you describe the women’s clothing? How does it differ from today’s
fashion?

Write
 Imagine you were one of the women, write a diary entry describing the events of
1916 or its aftermath
 Using a map of the garrisons, mark in the locations where the various women were
stationed

Follow up
 Choose one of the women featured, do some further research and write a short
biography of her life
 Find out the names of the other women who participated in the Rising but are not
featured in this pack. Compile a list of the women, which organisation they were a
member of and which garrison they were in during the Rising – for more information
see www.richmondbarracks.ie/women-1916/
 Find out which organisation Constance Markievicz is wearing the uniform of in the
photo. Markievicz was a member of a number of organisations during her life including Inghinidhe na hÉireann, Na Fianna, the Irish Citizen Army, Sinn Féin &
Fianna Fáil find out more about these organisations and her role in them.
 Read some of the witness statements from the Bureau of Military history (Kathleen
Lynn & Rose McNamara include a good description of events)
www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie
 Hanna Sheehy Skeffington was a suffragist. Find out more about her campaign to get
the vote for women
 Find the Ballad of Rosanna (Rosie) Hackett on YouTube and research the 1917 event
it refers to

