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Wi nn i e ’ s  Ty pe wr i t e r  



 

 

I nt r oduct i on 

My great grandaunt Winnie Carney was a secretary to James 

Connolly in the G.P.O. during the 1916 Rising. She was born in 

Bangor Co. Down and was called down to Dublin by James 

Connolly to help with the rising. She was in the G.P.O. with 

her typewriter. She was known as the typist with the Webley 

(revolver). She probably typed out the proclamation on her 

typewriter before it was printed in Liberty Hall. Afterwards 

the leaders signed it and Pádraig Pearse read it outside the 

GPO. When the G.P.O. was on fire, Winnie was one of the last 

people to leave alongside Pádraig Pearse and James Connolly. 

We did this project because my friends and I wanted to learn 

more about my great grandaunt. This project is by Rachel 

Cummins, Judy Fitzgerald, Sarah Breheny, Alisha McCarthy and 

Cillian Fox. 

 

Li vi ng i n Bel f ast  



Winnie was born in Bangor, Co. Down in 1887 but spent most of her 

time in Belfast. As it was a hard time, her Dad decided to leave the 

family. Her mother Sarah Carney owned small shop. In the 1901 census 

Winnie was 13 years old and was living in Perth Street in Belfast. 

Her Mum Sarah was 50, her sister Maud was 17 and worked as a shop 

assistant. Mabel was 15 and was a printer’s assistant. Around 1907 

they moved to 2a Carlisle Circus. Next-door to them was Gilbey’s 

wine and spirit merchants. They are in Carlisle Circus in the 1911 

Census. Her Mum Sarah was 60 years old, Maud was 27 years old, Mabel 

was 25 and Winnie was 23. Maud was still working as a shop 

assistant. Sarah’s grandson Jack Carney was in the house too and he 

was 11. Winnie also had two brothers, Alfred and Louis.  Winnie’s 

sisters Maud and Mabel became nuns and went to Philadelphia and 

Liverpool. 

 New Job 

Winnie liked studying and she went to a Christian Brother’s School 

in Donegal Street in Belfast. After that she went to Hughes 

Commercial Academy and she trained as a secretary 

and typist. She was a teacher for a short while too. 
Wi nni e was i nt er est ed i n t he Gael i c League.  She 
al so l oved t he suf f r aget t es and bei ng a 
soci al i st .  The suf f r aget t es wer e women who 
want ed t he r i ght  t o vot e.  The Associ at i on was 
f ounded by a Quaker ,  Anna Hasl am,  i n Dubl i n i n 
1876.  One of  t he l eader s of  t he I r i sh 
Suf f r aget t es was a woman named Hanna Sheehy 
Skef f i ngt on.  James Connol l y gave her  a 
secr et ar y’ s j ob i n t he The I r i sh Text i l e Wor ker s 
Uni on.  

Cumann na mBan 

Cumann na mBan was an or gani sat i on f or  bot h women and gi r l s.  
They al l  want ed i ndependence f or  I r el and.  The 
f i r st  meet i ng was i n Wynn’ s Hot el ,  Abbey 
St r eet ,  Dubl i n on Apr i l  2nd 1914.  One hundr ed 
women and gi r l s  came t o t he meet i ng.  Agnes 
O’ Far r el l y was i n char ge of  t he ver y f i r st  
meet i ng.  Gr oups wer e set  up al l  over  I r el and,  
but  Wi nni e j oi ned i n Bel f ast .  The uni f or ms 
t hey wor e i n Cumann na mBan i ncl uded a hat ,  
shi r t  and t i e,  a ski r t ,  a j acket ,  a bel t ,  
gl oves and an ammuni t i on bel t .  They al so 
pr oudl y wor e t he Cumann na mBan badge wi t h 
t he r i f l e goi ng t hr ough i t .   

The I r i sh Ci t i z en Ar my 



I t  was James Connol l y who set  up t he I r i sh Ci t i zen Ar my.  He 
saw how badl y t he st r i ker s wer e bei ng t r eat ed by t he pol i ce.  
He was not  happy.  Soup ki t chens wer e set  up t o hel p st r i k i ng 
wor ker s i n I r el and.  The I r i sh Ci t i zen Ar my was t o pr ot ect  t he 
wor ker s who wer e on st r i ke.  Wi nni e was i n t he I r i sh Ci t i zen 
Ar my.  

The East er  Ri si ng 

1916 was a ver y i mpor t ant  t i me i n I r i sh Hi st or y.  The f i ght i ng 
went  on f or  onl y one week.  However ,  i n t hat  week 496 peopl e 
wer e ki l l ed and 2614 wer e badl y wounded.  I t  was al l  about  
I r el and t r y i ng t o get  f r eedom f r om Br i t ai n.  Weapons wer e 
br ought  t o I r el and i n t wo shi ps,  t he Aud and t he Asgar d.  The 
Aud came f r om Ger many and car r i ed weapons and ammuni t i on.  The 
Aud was capt ur ed i n t he Shannon Est uar y by t he Br i t i sh Navy,  

who wer e on pat r ol .  The sai l or s on t he 
Aud del i ber at el y sank t he shi p wi t h 
expl osi ves and wer e l at er  ar r est ed.  Then 
t her e was t he Asgar d.  Thi s mi ss i on was 
successf ul .  The boat  l anded at  Howt h and 
had 900 Mauser  Ri f l es and 29, 000 r ounds 
of  ammuni t i on when i t  l anded.  

I t  was James Connol l y who asked Wi nni e t o 
come down t o Dubl i n.  She ar r i ved i n 
Li ber t y Hal l  ear l y i n t he mor ni ng wi t h 
her  t ypewr i t er  and her  Webl ey r evol ver .  
She became known as t he t ypi st  wi t h t he 
Webl ey.  She was Connol l y ’ s secr et ar y  and 
t yped or der s f or  t he r ebel l i on.  When 

Connol l y was hur t  she st ayed wi t h hi m.  She r ef used t o l eave 
hi s s i de.  Connol l y t ol d Wi nni e hi s f i nal  or der s.  

 

 

 

Wi t ness St at ement s 



Cat her i ne Rooney Byr ne saw Wi nni e i n t he G. P. O.  Thi s i s what  
she sai d i n st at ement  648:  

“ Ot her  member s of  Cumann na mBan 
ar r i ve i n G. P. O.  A number  of  Cumann 
na mBan member s came i nt o t he Post  
5.  Of f i ce i n t he af t er noon bet ween 5 
and 4 o' c l ock,  I  shoul d t hi nk.  I  saw 
St at i a Toomey and Mol l y Reynol ds 
comi ng i n wi t h sever al  ot her s.  I  
shoul d have ment i oned t hat  af t er  I  
ar r i ved I  not i ced Wi ni f r ed Car ney,  a 
member  of  t he Ci t i zen Ar my,  s i t t i ng 
wor ki ng at  a desk i n t he mai n hal l  
t owar ds t he Henr y St .  s i de” .  

 

Seán Nunan ( 1744)  saw her  t oo:  

“ On East er  Thur sday,  as I  was 
passi ng t hr ough t he gr ound f l oor ,  I  
was caned over  t o James Connol l y who 
was on a st r et cher ,  badl y wounded.  
He sai d t o me,  " Take t hi s message t o 
Commandant  Pear se!  Tr ust  Mi ss Car ney 
( Wi ni f r ed Car ney,  hi s secr et ar y)  as 
you woul d t r ust  me! "  I  dul y conveyed 
t he message. ”  

Joseph Mar y Pl unket t  gave a not e t o 
Wi nni e i n Moor e St r eet  dur i ng t he 
Ri si ng.  Thi s i s what  hi s wi f e Gr ace 
wr ot e i n st at ement  257:  

“ I n one of  t he not es,  he suggest ed 
t hat  we woul d be mar r i ed by pr oxy.  I  
coul d not  under st and i t  at  al l  at  
t he t i me,  t hough I  see hi s r eason 
now.  He want ed me t o be secur e.  
These not es ar e i n t he Nat i onal  
Museum.  They woul d be ver y i nt er est i ng t o you,  especi al l y one 
t hat  he wr ot e f r om Moor e St r eet ,  t o say t hat  he st ood by al l  
hi s deeds and woul d not  wi sh t hem undone.  I t  was headed,  
" Somewher e i n Moor e St r eet " .  He gave i t  t o Wi ni f r ed Car ney.  
She was i n j ai l  af t er  t he Ri si ng” .  

 

Thi s i s a post car d of  Li ber t y Hal l  af t er  t he Rebel l i on.  I t  i s  
absol ut el y dest r oyed.  Li ber t y Hal l  was t he headquar t er s of  t he 
ci t i zen ar my,  l ed by James Connol l y.  Wi nni e woul d have been 



t ypi ng t her e bef or e t he G. P. O.  The 
post car d was sent  on t he 10 t h of  May 
1916,  a coupl e of  weeks af t er  t he 
r ebel l i on.  The wr i t er  wr ot e,  see you 
have hel ped t hi s mad r ebel l i on.  

 

 

Ar r est ed 

Af t er  t he G. P. O.  went  on f i r e,  Wi nni e was ar r est ed and br ought  
t o a j ai l  i n Ki l mai nham,  Dubl i n.  Af t er  a whi l e she was moved 
t o a di f f er ent  j ai l  i n Dubl i n,  cal l ed Mount j oy .  She was moved 
t o Ayl esbur y j ai l  i n Engl and and was r el eased t wo days bef or e 
Chr i st mas i n 1916.  Her  heal t h was bad.  

 

Li f e af t er  t he Ri si ng 

Af t er  t he Ri si ng,  t he Pol i ce kept  r ai di ng her  home.  The f ound 
var i ous di f f er ent  t hi ngs such as:  Pi ct ur es of  her  f ami l y,  a 
l et t er  f r om Si nn Féi n,  a not e- book of  al l  her  weekl y meet i ngs,  
r ecei pt s pr i nt ed i n I r i sh and memor i al  car ds of  execut ed 
r ebel s.  She had l oads of  l et t er s t oo f r om peopl e l i ke Mi chael  
Col l i ns,  P.  Pl unket t ,  M.  Ff r ench- Mul l en,  Maud Gonne,  Joseph 
McDonagh and Syl v i a Pankhur st .  Li ke Eamonn deVal er a ( i n 1917)  
she went  f or  el ect i on wi t h t he Si nn Féi n Par t y i n 1918.  She 



l ost  t he el ect i on get t i ng 4. 05% of  t he vot es.  I t  was unf ai r  as 
onl y women of  t he age of  30 coul d vot e at  t he t i me.  She got  
mar r i ed t o Geor ge McBr i de i n 1928.  Wi nni e di ed i n 1943.  She i s 
bur i ed i n Mi l l t own Gr aveyar d.  

 

 

 

I magi nar y Let t er  Typed by Wi nni e about  

James Connol l y 

I am the secretary of James Connolly, the leader of the 

Citizen Army and many other groups.  

He was both a husband to Lillie Reynolds and Father to a 

lot of children.  Sadly, Mona his eldest daughter died in a 

house fire whilst looking after her younger siblings. 

James Connolly always fought for Irish rights. One day he 

gathered 200 people, known as The Citizen army and marched 

them down the streets of Dublin where he set up headquarters 

in the G.P.O for several days. They eventually had to 

surrender to the British Army and James Connolly was badly 

injured. 

Later, James Connolly was strapped to a chair, 

blindfolded and shot by all of the British firing squad. I 

never saw him again, but James Connolly (1868 – 1916) will 

always be remembered as a leader, a rebel a husband and a Dad. 

- Signing off, his secretary, Winifred Carney. 

 

If Winnie had a diary it could have looked like this: 

 

Monday 24 t h Apr i l :  I  ar r i ved at  t he G. P. O.  ar med wi t h my t ypewr i t er  
my Webl ey r evol ver .  Pat r i ck Pear se r ead out  t he Pr ocl amat i on of  t he 
Republ i c .  The Br i t i sh Fl ag was t aken down of f  t he r oof  of  t he G. P. O.  
and t wo I r i sh f l ags wer e put  up i nst ead.  Ot her  vol unt eer s ar e t aki ng 
over  bui l di ngs ar ound Dubl i n.  The G. P. O has become t he headquar t er s  
of  t he Ri s i ng.  I ’ m f eel i ng ner vous.  



Tuesday 25 t h Apr i l :  I t  was al l  nor mal  and cal m her e i n t he GPO unt i l  
Pear se came i n and announced t hat  we wer e shor t  of  ammo.  The Br i t i sh 
Ar my have sur r ounded t he c i t y  and ar e c l osi ng i n.  

Wednesday 26 t h Apr i l :  Br i t i sh Sol di er s have been f i r i ng at  t he G. P. O.  
f or  ages now.  Br i t i sh sol di er s ar r i ved by boat  and 234 have been 
k i l l ed.  

Thur sday 27 t h Apr i l :  James Connol l y  has been shot  i n t he shoul der  and 
t he ankl e.  I  am r ef usi ng t o l eave hi s s i de as he i s  ver y badl y 
wounded.  The shoot i ng i s  st i l l  goi ng on.  

Fr i day Apr i l  28 t h:  The G. P. O.  i s  on f i r e.  We have t o br eak t hr ough 
many wal l s  t o escape.  Connol l y ,  Pear se and I  ar e t he l ast  t o l eave 
t he bui l di ng.  We ar e movi ng t o Moor e St r eet .  

Sat ur day 29 t h Apr i l :  Pear se has deci ded t o end t he East er  Ri s i ng.  We 
have sur r ender ed t o st op t he i nj ur i es and deat hs i ncr easi ng.  
El i zabet h O’ Far r el l  br ought  out  t he whi t e f l ag.  The l eader s and I  
have been ar r est ed.  As we ar e t ak en away t o Ki l mai nham Jai l  peopl e 
ar e t hr owi ng al l  sor t s of  t hi ngs at  us.  

-  Wi ni f r ed Car ney.  

 

“ The Typi st  wi t h t he Webl ey ”  
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ht t p: / / www. bur eauof mi l i t ar yhi st or y. i e/ bmhsear ch/ sear ch. j sp 

1901 Census:  

ht t p: / / www. census. nat i onal ar chi ves. i e/ pages/ 1901/ Ant r i m/ Cour t _
War d/ Per t h/ 946971/  
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ht t p: / / www. census. nat i onal ar chi ves. i e/ pages/ 1911/ Ant r i m/ Cl i f t o
n/ Car l i s l e_Ci r cus/ 144725/  
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Labour  Hi st or y 6.  

McCar t hy,  Cal .  Cumann na mBan and The I r i sh Revol ut i on ( 2007) ,  
The Col l i ns Pr ess.  

Cr emi n,  Peader .  Foot pr i nt s 4,  Hi st or y f or  Si xt h St andar d 
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Li ber t y Hal l ,  Dubl i n.  

 

The G. P. O. , Dubl i n.  



 

Back of  Or i gi nal  Post car d Sent  May 10 t h 1916 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


