
Power And Decision Making : 

 Agreed with hobbes on social contract 

but argued if head of state was a tyrant 

he/she could be replaced. Ruler could on-

ly rule with consent of the governed 

 Even thought people agreed to pool their 

sovereign rights in a society if those 

rights were abused by the state they 

could justly revolt. 

Education: 

 Young minds were a “tabula rasa” or 

blank slate so education could have a 

huge effect on character. 

 This meant anyone could be educated re-

gardless of their background. 

 Locke’s ideas on education a key move to-

wards universal public education. 

Human Rights: 

 Like hobbes: humans 

have “natural rights”, 

like life, property and 

freedom. These pre-date 

society 

 By living in a society 

one transferred the 

guardianship of rights 

to life and property 

etc. to the ruler of 

that society (social 

contract) 

 However:: Humans re-

mained equal in their 

rights even in society, 

if a ruler forgot this 

they were tyrants and 

could be removed. 

Class Inequality: 

 In Locke’s “social contract” a ruler had 

to maintain the consent of the gov-

erned. 

 It follows from this that if a particular 

social class came to see that the ruler 

was not acting in their interests they 

had the right to overthrow him/her (see 

American/French revolutions) 

Gender Inequality: 

 “Tabula rasa” had implications too for gender 

as it suggested women were as capable of learn-

ing  any subject as men. 

 Locke also made it clear women were not 

“property” 

 Called foe women to be “respected and hon-

oured”, but falls short of a full feminist posi-

tion. 

Culture/Identity 

 Urged religious toler-

ance at a time of reli-

gious war in Europe. 

 Questioned the right 

of any “earthly judge” 

to discriminate on ba-

sis of religion, this in-

cluded the monarch. 

 As all children begin as 

“tabula Rasa”, all learn-

ing including cultur-

al is dependent on en-

vironment and teach-

ing not inherent na-

tional traits. 

KEY THINKERS ON KEY TOPICS 
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