
Power And Decision Making : 

 Broadly in agreement with marx that so-

ciety consists of a minority with power 

and influence and a majority who are 

oppressed and undervalued. 

 The powerful use education and other 

propaganda to make the status quo seem 

like the only option and keep the op-

pressed from realising their powerlessness. 

Education: 

 Against the “banking model” of filling stu-

dents heads with pre-chosen facts which 

reinforced the status quo. 

 Proposed instead “problem posing” educa-

tion where students used learning to 

confront their own oppression. 

 Proposed this happen in small “circles” ra-

ther than traditional classes. 

Human Rights: 

 Learner focused na-

ture of Freire’s ap-

proach to education 

helps individuals iden-

tify where their hu-

man rights are and are 

not being respected. 

 Humanization process 

Freire describes in keep-

ing with human rights 

focus. 

 Raises questions over 

right to education 

though : What type of 

education? 

Class Inequality: 

 The banking model of education presents 

one narrow path to class mobility: con-

form to the norms and rules of the pow-

erful and the status quo. 

 Freire proposes a model in opposition to 

this where those in “oppressed classes” can 

use education to fight inequality on 

their own terms, in their chosen way. 

Gender Inequality: 

 Freire’s focus on the “oppressed” and the possibil-

ity for education to have a role in fighting 

oppression has obvious implications for gender 

inequality. 

 AS feminist approach to Freire’s model would 

involve throwing out the “banking model” as 

it is used to reinforce gender norms and bias. 

 “problem posing Education” could then be used 

to address areas of gender inequality. 

Culture/Identity 

 Freire is arguing that 

any education which 

ignores a students pre-

existing culture and 

identity is not a true 

education and will 

not help them other 

than to fit into the 

status quo. 

 He is also saying that 

education can be a 

powerful tool in 

building a students 

identity with regards 

to their oppression  in 

society. 
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