
Power And Decision Making: 

 Power in the hands of a ruling class 

(capitalists) who control “means of pro-

duction” 

 Democracy can be/is corrupted and con-

trolled in interests of this ruling class 

 History the story of class struggle, 

working class must overthrow capital-

ists in a revolution. 

Education: 

 Capitalist class control what is taught 

to uphold their view of the world as 

right and unchangeable. 

 True Education of working class would 

help them achieve “class consciousness”. 

 They would realise their oppression and 

their power and revolt. 

Human Rights: 

 Saw human rights In a 

class not individual 

perspective. 

 Once the state was 

run in the interests of 

the working class pri-

vate individual rights 

would be secondary 

to the public interest. 

Class Inequality: 

 Economic Inequality a direct and deliber-

ate result of the capitalist system 

 So long as private profit remained the 

goal of capitalist, inequality would 

grow until it prompted revolution and 

socialist alternative 

Gender Inequality: 

 Unpaid work in the home an example of 

undervalued labour in capitalism. 

 Marx believed the position of women in a 

society was an indicator of its progress 

as a whole. 

Culture/Identity 

 Saw nationalism and 

patriotism as forms of 

false consciousness, 

distracting from class 

consciousness. 

 Believed workers of all 

nationalities were 

united by class 

 Would have however 

despaired at the power 

of corporations in 

globalised world 
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