
Power And Decision Making : 

 Built on locke’s ideas regarding consent 

and the social contract. Argued for the 

rights of the individual against the state. 

 Suggested too much power in a central 

state unhealthy and dangerous. State 

was for defence and security and should 

be very small with little or no social 

role. 

Education: 

 Overarching state control of education 

an invasion 

 Parents should be chiefly responsible for 

what their children learn, if groups of 

parents come together to form schools 

or school boards voluntarily, fine but 

no compulsory state schools. 

 No forced integration, parental choice 

Human Rights: 

 State exists to protect 

basic individual rights 

and freedoms, not to 

achieve equality. 

 Right to property 

which has been gained 

“legitimately” (not by 

crime or force) is to-

tal, not even state has 

the right to take it by 

taxation.. 

 Equality is not a hu-

man right, up to each 

individual to maximise 

their talents and ad-

vantages, state has no 

right to limit a per-

sons right to achieve . 

Class Inequality: 

 It is not up to the state to promote eco-

nomic equality by redistributing wealth 

through tax. Property or money earned 

legitimately should not be taxed or used 

to make society more equal. 

 If groups of people want to freely form 

communes and share their wealth equal-

ly, no problem, but nobody should be 

forced, 

Gender Inequality: 

 Artificial measures like gender quotas would 

be out under Nozick’s world view, its up to 

each community to set its own standards and 

norms around gender, the state has no role 

beyond maintaining women’s safety and securi-

ty. 

 This is not to say Nozick was against gender 

equality, he just believed the state was not the 

tool to achieve it.  

Culture/Identity 

 State has no role in 

promoting or restrict-

ing any form of cul-

tural/religious identi-

ty, groups of people 

are free to come to-

gether and express 

their cultural and re-

ligious ideas without 

state help or hin-

drance. 

 This would mean no 

state aid for strug-

gling languages or 

arts but also no cen-

sorship of anything 

on purely cultural 

grounds. 
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