
Power And Decision Making : 

 Much of walby’s work focuses on the idea 

of patriarchy (the idea that society        

re-enforces male power and status  in 

lots of different ways. 

 She identifies six structures of patriarchy 

which all continue to lead to power   

inequality between men and women. 

 

Education: 

 Walby describes how “cultural               

patriarchy” effects education 

 This could be as severe as education being 

unavailable to girls in some countries 

 It could also mean that certain subjects 

are culturally encouraged or              

discouraged to young women 

Human Rights: 

 Patriarchy can        

directly and            

indirectly effect  

women’s human rights 

 State patriarchy 

might effect women’s 

right to vote or    

participate in the     

political process. 

 Male violence can    

effect women’s right 

to life and security. 

 Patriarchy in paid 

work can effect the 

right to equal pay for 

equal work. 

Class Inequality: 

 As part of third wave or intersectional 

feminism walby recognises that women’s 

experience of patriarchy can be effected 

by lots of personal factors including 

their social class. 

 As part of this approach walby supports 

the idea of feminism joining cause with 

trade unions and other social and      

political movements. 

Gender Inequality: 

 The first wave of feminism was based on      

women’s right to vote.  

 The second wave targeted legal and cultural 

impediments to women participating fully in 

the working world equally. 

 Walby’s structures of patriarchy are part of a 

third wave which addresses women’s varied 

experiences of patriarchy depending on their 

background, class, race, sexuality and religion 

Culture/Identity 

 Patriarchy in cultural 

institutions can effect 

how women are       

portrayed in the media 

and in popular        

culture. 

 Patriarchal relations 

in sexual relations can 

mean that women are 

labelled by men or  

other women for    

simply expressing their 

gender or sexual    

identity. 

 Certain expressions of 

religious belief can  

limit the rights of 

women. 
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