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Learning Intentions:

In this lesson, we are learning to:

 Research primary sources.

 Describe how the First Dáil came about.

 Reflect on the contribution of key-players who were in 
the First Dáil Éireann.



21st January 1919

Read the associated 1919 newspaper articles;

Sunday Independent

The Irish Independent
Select other newspapers from the Irish Newspaper Archive

In the 1918 General Election, Sein Féin opted not 
to take their seats at Westminster, opting instead 

to form their own Dáil.

On 21st January 1919, Sein Féin MPs met in the 
Mansion House, Dublin to set up their own 

parliament called the First Dáil.
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Using the Irish Newspaper Archive, research 

how the newspapers reported the establishment 

of the First Dáil.
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Researching Primary Sources
Click on the ‘Browse’ to find 

primary sources for particular 
years and papers.

Access the Irish Newspaper Archive through Scoilnet here.

https://www.scoilnet.ie/post-primary/ina/


Researching Primary Sources

Use the arrows to scroll 
through the years

Select the month of paper 
here.



Researching Primary Sources

Select from a range of 
papers.



Minister for 
Finance

Minister for 
Defence

Minister for 
Home Affairs

President of 
the Dáil

Minister for 
Labour

Minister for 
Industries

Minister for 
Local 

Government

Click on the search icons beside each name to discover profiles 
on each key player.

Research the profiles of more 
key players using the 
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Michael 
Collins      

Cathal
Brugha

Arthur 
Griffith

Éamon
De Valera

Count 
Plunkett

Eoin 
MacNeil

W.T 
Cosgrove

Click on the search icons beside each name to discover profiles 
on each key player.

Research the profiles of more 
key players using the 
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Reflect - What do you know about the key players to date.



Click on the picture to locate the Mansion House in Dublin, the place where the First Dáil met.
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President of the First Dáil

Eamon De Valeria was in prison when 
the First Dáil met. 

Cathal Brugha acted as president 

Visit www.taoiseach.gov.ie
for more details.

Eamon De Valeria

Elected: 1st April 1919
Students can click on the 
‘RTÉ Archives’ to watch 
and listen to podcasts 
about the First Dáil.

http://www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/Historical_Information/History_of_Government/First_D%C3%A1il.html
http://www.rte.ie/archives/exhibitions/920-first-dail-eireann-1919/
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Did the members of the 
First Dáil support the 
declaration of an Irish 

Republic, 1916?



Do you think the British 
government approved 

of the First Dáil? 
Why?



Reflect on the Learning Outcomes:

Fully Understand Unsure on few details Don’t understand

Research primary sources

Describe the formation of 
the First Dáil Éireann.

Reflect on the contribution 
of key-players who were in 

the First Dáil Éireann
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