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What you will learn
� The layout of a newspaper page
★ What newspaper articles are
★ What print adverts are
★ Types of newspaper articles
★ What bylines are
★ Information about

○ Timothy the tortoise
○ Alexis Benoit Soyer
○ The Crimean War
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What you will learn
★ How to use a dictionary
★ What headlines are
★ How to select important information to summarise an article
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Timothy the Tortoise
The last survivor of the Crimean War
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Newspaper
1. Your teacher is going to give you a copy of a page from 
a newspaper. **click here to access a PDF of the page**

2. You will need to read the article and answer the 
questions on the following slides.

https://www.scoilnet.ie/uploads/resources/22080/21803.pdf
https://www.scoilnet.ie/


https://www.scoilnet.ie/
https://www.scoilnet.ie/uploads/resources/22080/21803.pdf


Questions
1. What newspaper is this page from?

2. What date was the newspaper printed or distributed?

3. How many articles are on the page?

4. How many advertisements are on the page?
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Answers
1. What newspaper is this page from?

This page is from the Western People.
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Answers

2. What date was the newspaper printed or distributed?

The newspaper was distributed on Wednesday, 21 April 2004.
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Answers
3. How many articles are on the page?

There are 3 articles on this page. 1

2

3
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Answers
4. How many advertisements are on the 
page?

There is one advertisement for St Patrick’s 
Service Station on this page

1
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Now read the 
article about 
Timothy the 

Tortoise
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Questions
1. What type of article is this?

A A letter to the editor

B Opinion Piece

C Feature Article 

D A Column
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Questions
2. What does the byline say?

A Plain Chant

B Jim McGuire

C Timothy the tortoise and the Crimean War

D Western People
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Questions
3. What age was Timothy the tortoise when he died?

4. What was Timothy the tortoise mascot to?

5. Who was Alexis Benoit Soyer?

6. How much money did the Kensington restaurant loose 
before closing?
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Questions
7. Who along with Florence Nightingale saved thousands 
of soldiers?

8. Find three new words from the article in your dictionary, 
put each of them in a sentence.

9. Give the article a new headline.

10. Summarize the article, in a paragraph.
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Answers
1. What type of article is this?

A A letter to the editor

B Opinion Piece

C Feature Article 

D A Column X
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Answers
2. What does the byline say?

A Plain Chant

B Jim McGuire X

C Timothy the tortoise and the Crimean War

D Western People
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Answers
3. What age was Timothy the tortoise when he died?

Timothy the tortoise was 160 years old when he died.
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Answers
4. What was Timothy the tortoise mascot to?

Timothy the tortoise was mascot to a ship called the HMS 
Queen.
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Answers
5. Who was Alexis Benoit 
Soyer?

Alexis Benoit Soyer was a 
chef at the Reform club. It 
was thought that his 
menu’s would solve the 
problem of the Famine in 
Ireland.
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Answers
6. How much money did the Kensington restaurant loose 
before closing?

The Kensington restaurant lost about €500,000 in today’s 
money before closing.
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Answers
7. Who along with Florence Nightingale saved thousands of 
soldiers?

It is believed that Alexis Benoit Soyer saved thousands of 
soldiers lives alongside Florence Nightingale in the Crimean 
War.  He ensured that each soldier was fed well during the 
war.
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Did you learn?
� The layout of a newspaper page
★ What newspaper articles are
★ What print adverts are
★ Types of newspaper articles
★ What bylines are
★ Information about

○ Timothy the tortoise
○ Alexis Benoit Soyer
○ The Crimean War
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Did you learn?
★ How to use a dictionary
★ What headlines are
★ How to select important information 

to summarise an article
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For more resources,
visit …
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