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William Magrath (1838-1918), The Farewell, n.d. 
 

1. Are there  any  details  in  this 
image  which indicate  why  this 
woman  is emigrating? 

   

 

     

2. Does  the  artist  capture  the 
emotional  experience  of emigration?  Explain  your  answer.  

 
 
 
 
 

James Brenan (1837-1907), The Finishing Touch, 1876 
 
1.  Can  you figure  out  the 
destination  of  the person  who  is 
emigrating? 
 
 
2.Identify which  of the figures 
in  the  painting is the one 
emigrating. 
 
 
 
3.  Does  this  painting  help the 
historian  to  identify  the  types 
of  people  who  emigrated in the 
1800s?  Explain  your answer. 
 

Charles Behan (b.1938), Famine Ship (2000) 



1.  Study carefully this image  and  the information  above.  How 
is  this  image  different from  the previous  two? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Examine the  sculpture  closely.  What  message  do  you  think 
the  artist is  trying  to convey about  emigration? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extension activity 
 
Choose  from  one of the following activities:  

● Imagine  you  are the man in the  painting,  The  Farewell . 
Write  a  diary  entry that  the  man might have written  the 
night  after  the departure of  the  woman in  the  painting 

or 

● Imagine  you  are the woman emigrating in  The Finishing 
Touch  and  you  have arrived in  New  York.  Write  a  letter 
home  describing the journey to  America. 


