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	History Lesson Plan


Subject: History
Class: 5th / 6th Class
	Strand: Life, society, work and culture in the past
Strand Unit: Life during World War II

	Differentiated Learning Objectives: 
1. All children will become familiar with leisures and pastimes of Irish people during World War II.
2. Most children will become familiar with evidence which informs them about the lives of Irish people during World War II.
3. Some children will become familiar with some of the social, economic and political issues during World War II.

	Content of Lesson:

Lesson Introduction: Begin the lesson with a 10 minute brief overview of how World War II started. Ask the pupils if they know any details of what countries were involved, who their leaders were and which side they were on. Continue by asking the class whose side Ireland was on during the war. Explain what is meant by neutrality. Ask the class if they think the war affected Ireland in any way.
Lesson Development: Tell the class that they are going to use the National Newspaper Archive and the Irish Times Newspaper Archive to find out how life in Ireland was affected by World War II. Depending on resources available, divide the class up into groups. Assign each group a date from the first week of the war e.g. group 1 would be assigned 1st September 1939, group 2 would be assigned 2nd September 1939 etc. Each group will be tasked to find significant information associated with the war that affected everyday life. Each group will then report their findings back to class and choose one significant event from their assigned day. 
Lesson Conclusion:

Using World Book Online, each will group will insert their significant event from their assigned day into a class timeline of events for the first week of the war. The children will be able to clearly see how the war was going to impact the lives of ordinary people in Ireland.

	Resources: Internet enabled devices 1:4 pupils, internet access to Scoilnet.ie, interactive whiteboard, worldbook.com

	Integration: English: Strand - Competence and confidence in using language. Strand Unit - reading for pleasure and information, developing competence, confidence and the ability to write independently.



