
Lesson Plan: Investigating shipwrecks data from around the Irish Coast 
 
Class: Junior Cycle 
Subject: Geography 
Element: Geographical Skills 
 
INFOMAR have collected a huge amount of data on the sub-marine features found around 
the coast of Ireland. They do so by using mainly multi-beam SONAR (Sound Navigation and 
Ranging). This allows them to measure the water depths and identify underwater objects. 
The SONAR device generates a sonic pulse and waits for the pulse to be echoed back from 
the seafloor or the objects under the water. The time delay can be used to calculate the 
distance to the object. Use the following instructions to explore this information further:

  

 



(1) Firstly, click on the weblink below and we will examine some of the data that INFOMAR 
have collected: 
http://www.infomar.ie/data/ShipwrecksMap.php  
 
This link will lead you to the following screen. This map displays all of the shipwrecks around 
the Irish Coast that INFOMAR have collected data about. 

 

 

http://www.infomar.ie/data/ShipwrecksMap.php


(2) If you scroll further down the screen you will find the following map. Click on any red 
square on this map.

 
 
 
(3) Here for example we have clicked on box 46, and this is what appears on screen. This 
gives us the names of each of the shipwrecks that have been recorded in this area by 



INFOMAR. 

 
 
(4) Click on any of the red name listed below the zoomed in square of the map. They are the 
names of the shipwrecks that have occurred in that area of the sea and INFOMAR have data 
on. Here for example we have clicked on Rask 
 
(5) From here an information sheet about the selected shipwreck will open. In this in this 
example we have clicked on Rask. The information sheet appears with details of the 
shipwrecks imagery, location, vessel information, details of sinking, vessel history, dive and 
INFOMAR information. 



 

 
 
(6) This information can be obtained for 36 of shipwrecks around the coast of Ireland. 
Students can also view the shipwrecks story map by clicking on this web address: 
http://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=4a14189291cf4c8ca1b9ac423ae3
e62a  
To find out more about some of the shipwrecks that have occurred around the Irish Coast. 

http://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=4a14189291cf4c8ca1b9ac423ae3e62a
http://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=4a14189291cf4c8ca1b9ac423ae3e62a


(7) Now write a short account of one of the 36 shipwrecks that has occurred around the 
Irish Coast. Include the following: 

 At least one sketch map of the shipwrecks location 

 A 100 word account of either an INFOMAR diver and what they discovered or 
someone onboard the ship at the time of sinking 

 A short explanation of why it is important for INFOMAR to collect this information 
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