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Welcome to Press Pass 2018 - the seventh year of the 
NewsBrands Ireland Newspapers in Education (NiE) 
initiative. 

How does Press Pass work?
During November, participating schools will receive a selection of 
local and national newspapers. These are used in conjunction with 
this workbook to give students a better understanding of how news 
is gathered and shared across many platforms and the important 
role newspapers play in our society and the necessity for a free 
press in any functioning democracy.

Teacher’s Lesson Plan
A Teacher’s Lesson Plan to accompany this workbook can be 
downloaded from www.presspass.ie. Designed to equip teachers 
with practical guidelines and tips for teaching the Press Pass 
module, the Lesson Plan has options to run the course as a 6 week 
or 12 week module – entirely dependent on your class group’s 
interest and ability. 

What is the aim of Press Pass?
The main aim is to encourage students to read and write more. 
Using newspapers as part of the daily curriculum, teachers and 
students will get a better understanding of news and current affairs 
and be exposed to a range of views and analysis - sometimes radical, 
sometimes infuriating, but always engaging and entertaining - to 
help them form opinions of their own.

What is the Press Pass workbook for?
This workbook is to be used in class in conjunction with the 
newspapers and lesson plan. It looks in detail at the main writing 
styles and range of skills that make up your daily newspaper: - What 
is news and how to write a news story - The difference between 
news and features - The skills required to write commentary - 
What makes a good photograph - The secrets behind good sports 
journalism. It also gives some practical hints and tips to students 
who plan to enter our search for the Student Journalist of the Year.

What about the competition?
We are always on the look out for new talent and the next 
generation of budding writers and journalists. Students can enter 
the competition in any one of the five categories: news, features, 
comment, photojournalism and sport. Details of how to enter, the 
rules, guidelines, tips and instructions are explained in the different 
sections throughout this guidebook. If you’re looking for some 
inspiration, check out the winning entries in this year’s NewsBrands 
Ireland Journalism Awards – www. journalismawards.ie

How to enter
The closing date for entries is 28th of February, 2019. Schools must 
submit all entries using the entry system in the competition section 
of the Press Pass website: www.presspass.ie

The winners
Our panel of judges will choose the winning entry from each of the 
five categories - plus two runners-up from each section. An overall 
winner will also be selected by the judges and all winners will be 
announced at a national awards ceremony in April 2019.

Good luck – and enjoy the process! 

NewsBrands Ireland

PRESS
PASS

Síomha Ni hAinféin 
Press Pass 2017/2018 

overall winner 
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We are all interested in news, right? 
‘I’m not’, you say, ‘it’s boring, I’m not 
interested’. Well, I bet there are some 
reading this who are interested in the 
Premier League, fashion, the GAA, 
celebrities, rugby, or music, and you 
want information about those areas 
that interest you. That information 
must be new – there is no point in 
telling you something you knew already 
– and as accurate as possible – there 
is no point in having an inaccurate 
match score. Many of you either come 
from countries other than Ireland, or 
your families do: Africa, the Middle 
East, Eastern Europe, or even next 
door in Britain. Sometimes you want to 
know what’s going on at home, what’s 
going on in your city, town or village. 

All of that is news, and that news must 
give you an understanding of what is 
happening, must be true, and must give 
you information as quickly as possible.  
And that’s not a bad defi nition of news.  

But the issue for many of us, as we 
look at our phones, our iPads, TVs 
and newspapers, is that it is so hard 
to know what is real and what is fake. 
Those tweets, that Facebook post, the 
news you hear on the car radio, that 
video on You Tube, that blogger, what’s 
real? People tell you things and swear 
they are true. It seems the more we 
hear and see, the less trustworthy it is.

So can you trust anything or should 
you just give up, accepting that there 

is no way of diff erentiating. Well no, 
that would be dangerous, because we 
make decisions based on what we see 
and read, everything from what fi lm to 
see, to how to vote (if over 18-years-
of-age) or what subjects to take at 
school, based on education advice on a 
newspaper education page. Our views 
on the courts, the Gardai, politicians, or 
even footballers, is based on what we 
read, hear and see, whether on social 
media or in a newspaper, so knowing 
who and what to trust is important.

We need to learn how to interrogate all 
that information out there. What kind of 
content you are looking at – is it news, a 
feature, an opinion piece, a sports story, 
a blog post, a personal post on social 

What is news?

Why news matters

Photo: ‘VICTORY’ by Mark Condren
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media, a rumour, or someone’s opinion? 
Where did it come from? Is there a name 
att ached? Does the journalist say where 
the information came from? What’s its 
source?  What was the writer’s motivation? 
What evidence was provided? Was it fair to 
all involved?

You need to be able to trust the content 
you receive. Newspapers, either in print 
or online have trained journalists in 
newsrooms and are regulated. Most have 
signed up to a code of ethics, they try to be 
transparent, but they are not all the same. 
Every day, news organisations will off er a 
range of news but it will diff er. The main 
story might be about the economy in one, 
a murder in another and the housing crisis 

in a third. All three stories are important, 
and should be reported. Diff erent types 
of newspapers or radio stations or TV 
stations, online or not, will give a diff erent 
account of the world we live in. Look at the 
diff erent outlets and fi nd the one that you 
feel most comfortable with. 

Understanding how the media works, 
what it does, how it does it, empowers you, 
makes you smarter and gives you a bett er 
understanding of the world around you.

“We n� d to learn how to inte� ogate 

a�  that information out there.”

Holding the Party Line by Gerry Mooney
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NEWS
For your news article, you can 
only choose from one of the 
options below:

1)  Interview a local personality 
/ politician / celebrity. Write 
the article based on your 
interview. 

2)  Identify an issue relevant to 
you, your school, or your area. 
Interview people relevant to 
your subject of choice. Write 
an article based on your 
interview.

3)  Focus on an event in your 
local area. Write an article, 
giving details of what is / has 
happened, how, why, when 
and who was involved.

FEATURES
For your feature article, you can 
only choose from one of the 
options below:

1)  Write a profi le of a person/
group/organisation you 
admire.

2)  Interview a well known 
personality. Write a feature 
based on your interview. 

Articles must be no shorter 
than 600 words and no longer 
than 800 words.

PHOTOJOURNALISM
Photojournalism covers all the 
categories: News, Features, 
Comments, Sport. 

Entries include photographs, 
graphics, cartoons or 
caricatures. All entries must be 
submitt ed in jpeg format with a 
minimum image size of 3MB.

COMMENT
For your Comment piece, you 
can only choose from one of 
the options below:

1)  Write a lett er to the Editor of 
no more than 400 words.

2)  Choose an issue that aff ects 
you, or something that you 
have opinion on. Write a 
comment piece of between 
400-600 words.

SPORT
For your Sport article, you can 
only choose from one of the 
options below:

1)  Att end a local sporting event. 
Write an account of what 
happened - 400 words.

2)   Write a profi le of a sports 
personality you admire - 500 
words.

3)  Interview a well known sports 
personality. Write an article 
based on your interview - 500 
words.

HOW TO ENTER
As part of the Press Pass initiative, students and schools have an opportunity to enter our 
prestigious competition, the winners of which will be honoured at a national ceremony early 
next year. The competition has fi ve categories: News, Features, Comment, Photojournalism 
and Sport. There are strict and specifi c rules for each category which must be adhered to.

All entries must be submitt ed via the competition section of the Press Pass website:
www.presspass.ie

IMPORTANT!
•  The work must be your own. It cannot be copied from any other source.
•  News, feature and sport articles must be fact and not fi ction.
•  Any and all quotes you use must be taken from interview(s) you have conducted.

If you do not adhere to the strict guidelines, your entry will 
not be considered by the judges.

CATEGORIES

The competition
PRESS PASS

TO ENTER 
GO TO
presspass.ie
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Dan the Man – A Hidden Hero

Life is a journey” chuckles 
Dan O’ Hara, his dancing 
blue eyes crinkling like 

raisins. He sinks into a batt ered, 
old arm chair, abandoning a 
children’s rocking horse he had 
been working on. His home, 
a yellow bungalow, smells of 
freshly cut wood. Slightly musty 
with a tang of spice, it evokes 
the Moroccan deserts he once 
tirelessly explored under the 
blistering sun. Now” exclaims 
Dan, as gunshots from a John 
Wayne fi lm crackle from the 
television, ‘‘where should I 
start?”

Hearsay had lured me to this 
home, nestled amongst the 
lush fi elds of Annascaul. A 
much travelled war veteran 
with many the tale to tell, Don-
ald ‘Dan’ O’ Hara was born in 
1925 in a bustling Lancashire 
village. Walking, wandering and 
wondering from eight months 
old, it was clear that to appease 
his wanderlust, Dan would live 
a life of adventure and accom-
plishment.

Dan’s hankering for the high 
way, or in his case the high 
seas, led him to join The Royal 
Navy aged fourteen. His ambi-
tion was simple as Dan longed 
to see his brother, a fellow 
Allied fi ghter. It is now that 
Dan’s voice begins to shake. He 
pauses for a moment, running 
his tatt ooed fi ngers through 
his unruly hair. His hair, like the 
incessant waves of Dunkirk, 
is wild and scary, akin to Dan’s 
feelings when he reminisces 
about D-Day. Feeling he bears 
an uncanny resemblance to 
‘Alex’, Harry Style’s character in 
the fi lm, Dan survived ‘Dunkirk’ 
and indeed D-Day but it was 

also the fi rst time Dan encoun-
tered true human cruelty and 
it frightened him. Recalling this 
memory, he solemnly glances 
towards the sky, lost in turbu-
lent thoughts.

Haunted by these thoughts 
of the “awful, bloody war” and 
determined to right wrongs, 
Dan trained as a welder and a 
deep sea driver. To escape fear 
you have to go through it, not 
around it, and in Dan’s case, 
he brazenly swam through it, 
decommissioning Nazi bombs 
in English Ports. I asked why he 
voluntarily faced the possibility 
of death once more, “Ah lass, 
‘twas my calling”. 

Yet not even the zealous indus-
triousness of the Wehrmacht 
could deploy enough bombs in 
England to keep Dan in this job 
for too long. A post war period 
of economic boom and explora-
tion ensued, enticing Dan’s 
welding torch to travel from oil 
rigs and exploration sites to 
such diverse places as Morocco 
and Argentina during what Dan 

called the ‘Dirty War’.” I enjoyed 
the job, the pay was good and 
I’ve travelled all over,” remarks 
Dan of a career which contin-
ued well into his seventies.

It was during this time that Dan 
and his second wife made a 
dérive to the then tired village 
ofAnnascaul on the edge of the 
remote Dingle Peninsula. To a 
small community under dark 
and dreary skies, emblematic 
of the area, the duo brought 
vibrancy and vigour. An ac-
complished sheep breeder 
and chicken keeper, my fi rst 
memory of Dan was of his 
boisterous black hens and a 
cock that became my brother 
and I’s alarm clock, much to 
our parent’s chagrin. Dan lets 
out a throaty laugh as I share 
this memory. ‘I always wanted 
the rarest chickens in the 
village, the only problem with 
those buggers, they could not 
fl y that high but high enough 
to hide eggs in trees.’ Much to 
his doctor’s displeasure, the 
then eighty year old Dan would 
scale the steep Sycamore trees 

in search of breakfast. If Dan’s 
doctor was worried then if he 
heard what he accomplished 
fi ve years later, he’d keel over. 
When Dan travelled to Australia 
for his eighty-fi ft h birthday he 
achieved world records for 
skydiving and freefalling.

So I ask a man of endeavour 
how does one unwind from 
a busy day plunging from 
planes, chasing chickens and 
extracting oil? “I love John 
Wayne Westerns and making 
model boats and saddles”. My 
father remembers jumping into 
ditches for cover as if they were 
trenches in Normandy when 
he heard the gallop of Dan’s 
wild pony. Dan rode side-saddle 
mimicking his cowboy hero. 
These days you are more likely 
to see Dan aged ninety three 
cruising up strenuous slopes on 
his ride-on lawnmower aft er his 
car licence expired.

Like our other local ‘Fame 
Laureate’ Tom Crean, Dan is 
a true hero, who beat adver-
sity, to live an eccentric life of 
‘devilment’ and bravado. In an 
era that sometimes smacks of 
vices rather than virtue, it is 
nice to sit back and immerse 
yourself in the story of Dan 
O’Hara, a man who graduated 
from the school of life with an 
‘A’ in courage and in character. 
As I shut the red door of this 
extraordinary man’s home, the 
author Bodi Ashton’s quote 
“Heroes are made by the paths 
they choose, not by the powers 
they are graced with,” springs 
to mind.

By Síomha Ní hAiniféin

Press Pass gives students the opportunity to 
gain a greater understanding of the media, 
how it works and who to trust by learning 
to do journalism themselves. If a student 

knows how good journalism is made, then 
they are bett er equipped to interrogate the 

information that bombards them daily.’

Prof. Michael Foley, Chairman 
of the Judging Panel

Learn from last year’s winner
Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne, An Daingean
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PAC to recommend a ‘sunset 

clause’ for banks’ tax amnesty

Questions remain on 12-week abortion window 

BY TOM LYONS

Bankrupt, imprisoned - but 

now back. Sean Quinn, the 

tycoon who was once Ire-

land’s richest man, has said 

his new betting business is 

just one part of his family’s 

“fightback”, adding that he 

also harbours ambitions to 

make a return to the man-

ufacturing and hospitality 

industries.
In an exclusive interview 

in today’s Sunday Business 

Post, the businessman also 

revealed that the former 

Anglo Irish Bank had raised 

queries about the funding of 

QuinnBet, amid an ongoing 

battle between the bank and 

his family over alleged inter-

national asset-stripping.

He said the family had 

addressed those issues, and 

would give further informa-

tion to the courts if required.

Outlining an ambitious ex-

pansion plan for the business, 

Quinn said it was also his in-

tention to return to the world 

of business. 
“I never considered throw-

ing in the towel. This is one 

part of my family’s fightback,” 

he said.
Quinn, who lost his billions 

on an ill-fated investment in 

Anglo, said his new betting 

business now had 10,000 

customers, and had turned 

a profit within the first six 

months. “The indicators 

are that QuinnBet can be a 

tremendous success,” said 

Quinn, who was jailed in 2012 

for contempt of court.

“I am delighted to be back 

in business, albeit it is a dif-

ferent business that I would 

have ordinarily been associ-

ated with. 
“However, I recognise that, 

properly managed, it can be a 

huge opportunity.”

Full story: page 3
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“I never considered 
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is first part 
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BY JACK HORGAN-JONES 

AND HUGH O’CONNELL

The Dáil’s most powerful 

committee is to recommend 

changes to the law which cur-

rently allows some banks to 

pay no corporation tax for the 

next two decades. 

It comes as Fianna Fáil and 

Sinn Féin are increasing pres-

sure on the government to 

change rules that allow banks 

to write off boom-time losses 

against tax. 
Public Accounts Committee 

(PAC) chairman Sean Fleming 

told The Sunday Business Post 

he would include a call for a 

‘sunset clause’ in a landmark 

report set for publication after 

Easter. If such a measure is 

made law, banks will not be 

able to write off their historic 

losses against tax for a period 

greater than ten years.

“They’re now highly prof-

itable, they should be making 

a contribution,” Fleming said. 

“When the taxpayer bailed out 

the banks, we put in whatever 

we put in. Now they’re getting 

a second bailout by putting in 

another subsidy by not having 

to pay corporation tax. This 

is a new cost to the taxpayer 

above the original bailout.” 

The government has ex-

tended the period of the 

bank levy, which is designed 

to recoup some of the state’s 

recession-era bailouts of the 

sector. However, Fianna Fáil 

to page 4

BY SUSAN MITCHELL

When is a woman 12 weeks 

pregnant? The government 

has yet to decide exactly when 

the 12-week abortion win-

dow should begin.

In other EU countries that 

have legalised abortion in ear-

ly pregnancy, the start date 

of a pregnancy is either the 

date of conception or the date 

of the pregnant woman’s last 

menstrual period - typically 

two weeks before that.  

A 12-week time period that 

begins at conception would 

usually fall 14 weeks after a 

woman’s last menstrual pe-

riod, for example.

A spokesperson for Minis-

ter for Health Simon Harris 

said that the level of detail, 

surrounding the start time, 

had “yet to be determined”.

The European arm of the 

US-based Centre for Repro-

ductive Rights said practice 

varied throughout Europe.

“Across the 36 European 

countries that allow abor-

tion on a woman’s request, 

the most common starting 

point for the relevant time 

limit is LMP [last medical 

period]. However in some 

European countries the start 

date is conception,” according 

to the Centre for Reproductive 

Rights.
“In some of these 36 coun-

tries the law explicitly indi-

cates whether the legal time 

period runs from LMP, or  

from the later point of con-

ception. However, many of 

to page 4
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ankrupted. Imprisoned. 

A business that em-

ployed 8,000 people 

lost. Another man might 

have been broken. But 

Seán Quinn sr is not any 

ordinary man. 

Quinn recently 

turned 70 and is now a grandfather, but 

he has lost none of the astonishing de-

termination that helped him build from 

scratch an empire that at one stage made 

him the richest man in Ireland. 

Six months ago, Quinn returned to 

business with a new online gambling 

venture called QuinnBet. He has not 

spoken in detail before of his plans for 

the business, nor has he said much of 

his hopes for the future.

Quinn is unable, for now, to discuss the 

circumstances of how he lost his fortune 

after Anglo Irish Bank collapsed, or his 

battle with his former bank since then, 

because of ongoing legal cases. 

We start by discussing QuinnBet, the 

new business he founded and chairs. It 

is a family business, with his son Sean 

Quinn jr as chief executive. Sons-in-

law Stephen Kelly and Niall McPartland 

serve as chief financial officer and chief 

compliance officer respectively, while 

Quinn’s youngest daughter Brenda is 

operations manager.  

]]]

Tom Lyons: How has trading been for 

QuinnBet to date? 

Sean Quinn: While we have done very 

little traditional advertising, trading has 

been very strong, not just here in Ire-

land but also in Britain, which is hugely 

encouraging. Our unique offers, which 

are focused on giving more back to our 

customers, have proved very popular and 

we are working hard towards providing 

the best customer service in the industry.

TL: How are you finding the betting 

market? 

SQ: The start was a big challenge be-

cause it’s well known that the industry 

is very competitive, and it’s difficult to 

carve out a niche. Thankfully, with more 

than 10,000 customers and the company 

having turned a profit within the first six 

months, the indicators are that QuinnBet 

can be a tremendous success, but we 

are far from complacent and continue 

to work hard to grow our market share.  

TL: QuinnBet launched as a sports 

betting business. How is this doing and 

how is its new casino product going?  

SQ: Quinn Casino was launched last 

September, and we are very encouraged 

with its performance to date. We have a 

wide variety of games from the leading 

suppliers in the industry and we are see-

ing steady growth. The casino currently 

accounts for approximately 20 per cent of 

our revenue but our aim is to increase on 

this in the medium term. The majority of 

our promotional spend goes on free bets 

and bonuses to our customers. Simply by 

betting with QuinnBet our customers get 

either a free bet every week or up to 25 

per cent back of weekly losses. No other 

bookmaker gives as much back to their 

customers.   

TL: Outside its base near the border in 

Ballyconnell, Co Cavan, has QuinnBet 

been able to expand into the North and 

the rest of the Republic? 

SQ: We have always received great 

support in the border region, howev-

er it historically has only represented 

a small part of our business. The insur-

ance, healthcare, hospitality, glass and 

manufacturing businesses covered the 

entire island of Ireland together with a 

significant presence in Britain. 

Thankfully, the support for the brand 

name still stands, and we are determined 

to continue to build further on that. We 

would like to thank all those for their 

kind wishes, as well as the many com-

panies and individuals who have offered 

us support in this new venture.

TL: Does the company have any plans 

to hire more people? 

SQ: Yes, we have plans to increase 

our staff numbers in both Cavan and 

Dublin which will happen in line with 

growth. We are always looking towards 

improving our product and will shortly 

be introducing live streaming of horse 

and greyhound racing and expanding our 

existing markets to cover US racing. We 

are also looking at adding a new lottery 

product.

TL: What is the competition like? 

SQ: It is a hugely competitive industry 

with frequent new entrants to the market 

offering a huge array of free bet/bonus 

options.  We however are confident that 

we can be very successful if we stick to 

our philosophy of providing an excellent 

product coupled with the best service 

and value to our customers.

TL: The former IBRC is currently 

pursuing the Quinn family for money 

allegedly held overseas. Has the former 

IBRC tried to interfere with, or find out 

more about, QuinnBet? 

SQ: IBRC has raised certain queries, 

and we have addressed those queries 

and, obviously, will address any further 

queries if the court requires this. 

TL: Would QuinnBet ever open a 

physical shop versus being online only? 

SQ: We have no plans to open a retail 

shop at present, but it is something which 

could not be ruled out.

TL: How involved are your family in the 

business?

SQ: Certain of the family are assist-

ing with the new venture as is a team 

of external staff and our partners FSB 

Technology in London [a company that 

designs and makes risk management 

software for betting websites]. The family 

would like to be more involved and in-

tend to be, going forward. However, the 

ongoing litigation brings with it certain 

commitments which can divide their 

time. Thankfully, I have always been in 

a position to put a good team together, 

and I am confident that this business 

will be no different.

TL: Do you feel happy to be back in 

business with QuinnBet after so many 

years in limbo?

SQ: Yes, I am delighted to be back in 

business, albeit it is a different business 

that I would have ordinarily been asso-

ciated with. However, I recognise that, 

properly managed, it can be a huge op-

portunity.

TL: In the past you have founded many 

businesses as well as acquiring others. 

Do you see yourself founding other 

new businesses or acquiring others?

SQ: Insofar as the more traditional 

businesses that I am associated with 

such as manufacturing and hospitality, 

I remain very much interested in those 

businesses and still have strong ambi-

tions there.

TL: After QuinnBet was launched, some 

people criticised you for founding a 

betting business considering how much 

you personally lost on Anglo during the 

crisis. What would you say to them? 

SQ: I would much prefer to be con-

tinuing owning and managing the Quinn 

Group businesses I founded which, in the 

three years leading up to the crash, were 

producing profits of €500 million per 

annum. I was always innovative in start-

ing new businesses and always looked 

for high returns, and there certainly was 

an element of risk to some of those ven-

tures. I never considered investing in a 

blue-chip state regulated bank as risky 

comparable to many of those previous 

investments.

TL: What checks does QuinnBet have 

in place to prevent problem gambling? 

Is this an issue you are particularly 

sensitive to?

SQ: We take the whole issue of respon-

sible gambling very seriously, and we 

have a variety of safeguards built into 

our product to assist any customer where 

gambling might be an issue for them.

TL: Do you see QuinnBet as growing 

organically, or would you ever consider 

raising outside capital to expand?

SQ: The plan is to grow the business 

organically.

TL: Did you ever consider throwing in 

the towel after everything that has 

happened to you? 

SQ:  No, I never considered throwing in 

the towel. This is one part of my family’s 

fightback.

TL: In the long run, how will history see 

you as an entrepreneur? 

SQ: I hope I will be recognised for the 

huge creation of jobs and industry in 

one of the most deprived areas at the 

time in the country, as opposed to my 

unfortunate investment in Anglo, which 

was supposed to be a blue-chip bank 

company regulated by the state.

THE RETURN OF 

SEAN QUINN
“I never 
considered 
throwing in  
the towel”
Once the richest man in Ireland, with group 

businesses that produced profits of €500 million  

a year, Sean Quinn is back in business with an 

online gambling venture that, he says, has  

turned a profit in its first six months

Tom Lyons

Sean Quinn jr: chief executive of his 

father’s new business  Courtpix

Sean Quinn: ‘I am delighted to be 

back in business, albeit a different 

business than I would ordinarily 

have been associated with’

Picture: Courtpix

What is the job of a 
journalist?
Even in the age of 24-hour news cycles, 
digital platforms and social media, the key 
function of a journalist remains the same - 
gather the information and present it fairly 
and accurately.
The key for any journalist is to give an 

accurate and balanced report of whatever 
they are working on and whatever platform 
they are reporting on - print or digital.
If a criminal is gunned down in broad 

daylight, it’s the job of the journalist to tell 
the reader what happened, who it happened 
to, how it happened, why it happened and 
when it happened.
If you answer those fi ve key questions, then 

99 times out of 100, you’ve done your job 
properly.
Remember, news is supposed to be fair, 

accurate and balanced – it’s not your view on 
what’s happened, not what you think might 
or should have happened. It’s what actually 
happened – the facts of which you have 
checked, and double checked.

Do
Do: Make your story interesting and 
relevant.

Do: Always check your facts. Credibility 
is the most valuable asset to a reporter.

Do: Be balanced - always give both sides 
of the story.

Do: Use lots of quotes. People love 
reading what other people say.

Don’t
   Don’t: Start your news articles with a 
question. Stick to the basic introduction 
formula and you can’t go wrong.

Don’t: Editorialise - news stories are 
fact not opinion. It is not your job to 
argue a point of view, or sum up with 
your opinion. Just present the facts 
and let the reader draw his/her own 
conclusions.

Don’t: Get fl owery - keep your sentences 
and paragraphs short. 

Don’t: Use lots of heavily descriptive 
language. When you’ve fi nished, go 
through the entire story and try to 
remove any words that aren’t completely 
necessary.
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We’re all the liberal elite now
T HEY said the polls

were probablywrong. It could be
another Trump or
Brexit. It would be

closer than we thought. And

they were right. The polls

were wrong. But it wasn’t

a shy No that was lurking

out there, it was a shy Yes.

The people of Ireland did

not rebel against the liberal

elite. We are all the liberal

elite now. Or two-thirds of

us, at least.It used to be that there

was this mythical beast

called Middle Ireland that

was apparently ignored by

the wife-swapping sodo-

mites of RTE and the rest of

the liberal D4 media. Middle

Ireland was allegedly a place

that was more conservative

than trendy media types

allowed, and its voice was

rarely heard. And now
and again, the myth went,

Middle Ireland would rise

up, and its voice would be

heard. And it reared up this

time alright, but it roared

Yes. It roared for change.

Not so much a quiet revo-

lution, as a firm resolution,

that whatever their own feel-

ings on abortion, the Eighth

was causing too much hurt.

A gay Taoiseach could

have been a fluke. And gay

marriage a once-off. But now

there’s a pattern. Women,

men, old and all those young

people showed us there is

a new Middle Ireland. And

it is a Middle Ireland that

knows that a gay person in

the family, or an abortion,

are not things that happen

to other people. These are

their sons and daughters,

their brothers and sisters,

their mothers, their friends.

And sure we’re all liberal

when it comes to our own.

The Iona Institute and

their gang will blame the

media, the politicians, every-

one. They like to say their

voice is not heard, that they

represent a silent majority

of conservatives out there.

But, it seems, they don’t.

Their voice was heard this

time, but the silent majority

disagreed with them. And

they will claim it is tyranny

by the majority, but it’s not.

It’s just democracy.
But being liberals, we

should mind to be tolerant

of the one-in-three. They

are not bad people. They do

not hate women. They just

see things differently. And

this will be hard for them.

And indeed it’s not easy for

many of the 70pc either,

who agonised over what was

the right thing to do. The

two-thirds who constitute

the liberal elite should try

and accord the one-third the

same respect liberals accord

to all other minorities.
And maybe the old might

start according a bit more

respect to the young now,

too. Let’s stop dismissing

them as a generation of

entitled narcissists. It’s their

country now. They own the

future, so let them shape

it. And let them fix the

mistakes of their parents,

and make their own new

mistakes.It’s not a day of triumph

for many perhaps, but a day

of quiet relief. And it’s not

over yet. To quote Rita Ann

Higgins, “Ireland is chang-

ing mother/Tell yourself, tell

your sons.”

BRENDAN O’CONNOR

n 66pc-34pc VOTE IN FAVOUR OF RIGHT TO CHOOSE nABORTION LAWS TO BE ENACTED BY YEAR END

IRELAND has decided by a

massivemajority to repeal the

Eighth Amendment, at once

ending a long divisive debate

about the availability of abor-

tion services and ushering in

a new era of a woman’s right

to choose.In a seismic outcome to

a contentious referendum,

people across the country

have voted in record numbers

and at an unforeseen scale

to remove the controversial

constitutional amendment

which recognises the equal

right to life of themother and

the unborn.The Government will now

introduce legislation which

will, among other measures,

allow for abortion without

restriction up to 12 weeks

of pregnancy without specific

indication.As the scale of the referen-

dum result — Yes 66.4pc to

No 33.6pc — became appar-

ent several politicians who

opposed the proposal im-

mediately announced they

would not oppose the will of

the people and would now

support the newRegulation of

Termination of Pregnancy Bill.

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar

described the astonishing poll

result a “quiet revolution” and

promised the new legislation

would be enacted before the

end of the year.The Taoiseach described

the result as: “The day Ireland

stepped out from under the

last of our shadows and into

the light.“Today, we have a modern

Constitution for a modern

people.”

The emotional victory for

women’s rights was celebrated

the length and breadth of the

country as it became clear

voters were strongly influ-

enced by the personal stories

of those affected by the Eighth

Amendment.An RTE exit poll confirmed

the powerful personal testi-

monies of womenwho bravely

spoke out during the cam-

paign was one of the most

influential factors in securing

a Yes vote.Minister for Health Simon

Harris, who spearheaded the

Government’s campaign, said

he would seek permission at

this Tuesday’s Cabinet meet-

ing to immediately begin leg-

islating for abortion.
During emotional scenes at

the referendum count centre

in Dublin’s RDS, Mr Har-

ris said: “Under the Eighth

Amendment, women in crisis

pregnancy have been told

take the plane, take the boat...

today we tell them, take our

hand.”
The father of the late Savita

Halappanavar, who died after

being refused a termination,

said Irish voters had done

justice to his family, and said

the new abortion legislation

should be called after his

daughter.“We are really, really happy.

We have one last request, that

the new law, that it is called

‘Savita’s law’. It should be

named for her,” Andanappa

Yalagi said.By yesterday afternoon,

thousands of Yes voters had

gathered in Dublin Castle to

celebrate a resounding victory

where supporters openly wept

The power of women
Philip Ryanand Kevin Doyle
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pregnancy, with 34% opposed (-2)
and 22% undecided (+1).Support for abortion beyond 12

weeks in cases of fatal foetal abnor-
mality or where there is a risk to
the mother’s health remains
strong at 59% (+1) compared with
21% (-1) opposed and 20% unde-
cided (unchanged). These slight
rises are within the margin of
error, but the five-point increase
for “yes” is statistically significant.

“The most remarkable feature
of the 2018 Behaviour & Attitudes/
Sunday Times abortion referen-
dum polls has been the complete
lack of movement in voting inten-
tion between February, March and
April,” said Ian McShane, execu-
tive director of B&A.“All three polls essentially con-

firmed that just under a quarter of
the electorate was undecided as to
how they would vote, with the bal-
ance split between 60-40 and
65-35 in favour of repeal. The evi-
dence is that there has been a
marked swing towards the “yes”
side among urban voters over the
last three or four weeks, with no
shift whatsoever in voting inten-
tion among the rural electorate.”In April, 50% of urban voters

Shauna Bowers 
It would be hard to toast Britain’s
happy couple more enthusiasti-
cally than the crowd at the Conrad
hotel in Dublin. By the time Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle took
their vows at 12.35pm, the 180
spectators in the five-star hotel had
already drunk nine bottles of
Beefeater Pink gin and 35 bottles of
champagne.Robin Miller and Sherry Wat-

son, two Delta Air Lines hostesses,
came to Dublin from New York just
to see Irish people enjoy the royal

wedding. “It is such an honour to
share such a special occasion with
the Irish. It’s not the same in the
US, and we wanted to feel the
excitement,” said Miller. “I specifically requested a flight

to Ireland this week so I could
attend. We just love the royals.”They were not the only ones. When Prince Harry appeared on

screen, the crowd in the Conrad
erupted into applause. Their enthusiasm for the groom

was evident throughout the
ceremony, with some guests
screaming “Marry me instead,

Harry” and “I love you Harry”.
When the newlyweds walked
down the west steps of St George’s
Chapel in Windsor, many of the
women in Dublin were dabbing
their eyes. “We’re all so obsessed with their

fashion but this is even more
interesting,” said Alison Rothwell,
who was attending with her friend
Aoife McCormack. “It’s not just a British event —

because Meghan is a celebrity and
from America.”The Conrad looked like it was

hosting the wedding breakfast

A surgeon at Midland Regional
Hospital, Mullingar, who was pre-
viously suspended and required to
undergo retraining, has taken legal
action to stop the HSE suspending
him a second time while his treat-
ment of 18 patients over a 12-month
period is being investigated.The High Court is to hear a judi-

cial review on July 11 related to an
inquiry into operations performed
by Declan Buckley. The inquiry was prompted by a

protected disclosure made in April
2017 by two of Buckley’s consult-
ant colleagues in Mullingar who

Detectives investigating the
murder of 14-year-old Anastasia
Kriegel, whose body was found in
a disused farmhouse on the out-
skirts of Co Dublin on Thursday,
expect to question two boys in the
coming days.The investigation is focusing

on two teenagers who have given
inconsistent accounts to gardai
about the last time they saw the
schoolgirl from Leixlip, Co Kildare,
who had arranged to meet them
before she went missing.The two returned to their

homes on Monday evening after

meeting the victim. One is said to
have had minor injuries, but has
told gardai this was the result of an
assault involving another person.
Gardai are still trying to establish
the veracity of what they have been
told, and are urging members of
the public to come forward if they
have information. The victim was last seen alive at

about 5.30pm on Monday, when
she was captured on CCTV
in the company of the boys in St
Catherine’s Park, a 200-acre area
between Lucan and Leixlip. Ana-
stasia had told her parents she was
going to the park to meet friends.
She was reported missing to gardai

by her parents at 8pm after they
failed to reach her by phone. Offi-
cers immediately began a search. 

Investigators focused searches
on the woodlands of St Catherine’s
as the girl’s mobile phone had been
detected operating in the area. The
victim’s naked body was found in a
disused building on the Clonee
Road outside Lucan village on
Thursday afternoon. The property
and its outbuildings have been der-
elict for a number of years. Detectives believe Anastasia,

who was adopted from Russia
when she was a two-year-old, was
subjected to a violent sexual attack
before she died, which was proba-

Teens face quiz over Anastasia murder
John Mooney 

said they felt compelled to act in
the interests of patient safety. The
pair said they had been
approached by “multiple consult-
ant colleagues” in Mullingar and in
Dublin’s Mater Hospital expressing
their concerns. They said “this
degree of accumulated complica-
tions [was] concerning [for] a
surgeon who has already experi-
enced a period of suspension and
retraining”.One of the cases flagged by the

whistleblowers involved a seven-
year-old girl being treated for
appendicitis. In another case, a
man with extensive facial injuries

Surgeon fights HSE suspension 
Justine McCarthy 

Continued on page 2 →

bly as a result of blunt force trauma
to the head. Gardai believe she was
struck with a rock, possibly while
she was on the ground. A number of bloodstained items

including wooden sticks and rocks
were recovered from the property,
which remains sealed off pending
forensic investigations. Detectives
suspect the victim may have been
murdered on Monday evening. The nature of the teenager’s

death has shocked the communi-
ties of Leixlip and Lucan. Force
management has offered welfare
support to gardai who have been
personally affected working on
the case. 

itself. Three chandeliers hung
from the ceiling, each table was
dressed with a cherry-blossom tree
and there were bunches of pink
balloons. 

Once the guests had finished off
a brunch of eggs benedict and
pancakes, they tucked into a cake
with a picture of Harry and
Meghan on top.Many of the guests, who had

paid €75 apiece, dressed up as if
they were attending the real thing.

Women wore ballgowns, fasci-
nators and hats that could compete

HARRY & MEGHANALL THE GUESTS AND GLAMOUR IN A FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT

Urban surge set to carry the day for repeal voteStephen O’Brien Political Editor 

said they would vote yes, 29%
would vote no, and 21% were unde-
cided. In today’s poll, the urban
“yes” vote has increased to 57%,
the “no” vote has declined to 21%,
while undecideds are practically
unchanged at 22%. Urban voters are defined as

those in cities and towns with a
population above 5,000.Support for repeal among

women voters has risen five points
to 54% since April and the “no”
vote is down six points to 25%. At
28%, the proportion of undecided
voters is seven points higher
among men than women.Theresa Reidy, a political scien-

tist at University College Cork,
said: “This is the first referendum
for a long time where we are seeing
strong demographic lines starting
to emerge. We are able to talk in
concrete terms about an urban-ru-
ral divide. The difference here is
that the past 35 years have seen
massive urbanisation, so there are
a lot more urban areas now.” There is a marked difference in

support for repeal among Fine
Gael and Fianna Fail voters. Sup-
porters of the government party
are 59% in favour of repeal with
just 20% voting against it, com-
pared with 46% support for “yes”
in Fianna Fail and 33% voting no.One in four Sinn Fein supporters

said they would vote no despite
almost all the party’s TDs and sena-
tors being in favour. Carol Nolan,
an Offaly TD, lost the party whip
for three months for voting against
the legislation.

Support for a “yes” vote in the
abortion referendum has risen five
points to 52%, with a surge in cities
and larger towns, according to the
latest Behaviour & Attitudes poll
for The Sunday Times.The “no” vote has fallen five

points to 24%, with 5% (+2) saying
they will not vote on Friday and
19% (-2) still undecided. Removing
the undecided voters, the “yes”
side has a 68-32 lead, which sug-
gests that the eighth amendment
will be repealed. The rise in support for voting

“yes” is strongest in urban areas
and among blue-collar voters — up
seven points in each case to 50%
and 41% respectively. The increase is most pro-

nounced along the eastern sea-
board, with support surging 12
points to 67% in Dublin and rising
11 points to 54% in the rest of Lein-
ster. The B&A poll was conducted
on May 3-15 in face-to-face inter-
views with 935 voters and has a
margin of error of 3.3%. Support is holding steady for a

number of legislative proposals the
government says it will introduce if
the referendum is carried on
Friday. More than 3.2m citizens are
entitled to vote, though that could
rise by more than 100,000 when
late registrations are added from
the supplementary register. There is 44% support — up one

point — for the proposal to legalise
termination of pregnancy without
restriction in the first 12 weeks of

Continued on page 2 →

FAIRYTALE ROYAL WEDDING THRILLS EVEN IRELAND

Prince Harry and Meghan seal the royal wedding with a kiss in Windsor. The ceremony was screened in hotels across Ireland
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Quinn says he will address 

IBRC concerns over funds
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PAC to recommend a ‘sunset 

clause’ for banks’ tax amnesty

Questions remain on 12-week abortion window 

BY TOM LYONS

Bankrupt, imprisoned - but 

now back. Sean Quinn, the 

tycoon who was once Ire-

land’s richest man, has said 

his new betting business is 

just one part of his family’s 

“fightback”, adding that he 

also harbours ambitions to 

make a return to the man-

ufacturing and hospitality 

industries.
In an exclusive interview 

in today’s Sunday Business 

Post, the businessman also 

revealed that the former 

Anglo Irish Bank had raised 

queries about the funding of 

QuinnBet, amid an ongoing 

battle between the bank and 

his family over alleged inter-

national asset-stripping.

He said the family had 

addressed those issues, and 

would give further informa-

tion to the courts if required.

Outlining an ambitious ex-

pansion plan for the business, 

Quinn said it was also his in-

tention to return to the world 

of business. 
“I never considered throw-

ing in the towel. This is one 

part of my family’s fightback,” 

he said.
Quinn, who lost his billions 

on an ill-fated investment in 

Anglo, said his new betting 

business now had 10,000 

customers, and had turned 

a profit within the first six 

months. “The indicators 

are that QuinnBet can be a 

tremendous success,” said 

Quinn, who was jailed in 2012 

for contempt of court.

“I am delighted to be back 

in business, albeit it is a dif-
in business, albeit it is a dif-
in business, albeit it is a dif

ferent business that I would 

have ordinarily been associ-

ated with. 
“However, I recognise that, 

properly managed, it can be a 

huge opportunity.”

Full story: page 3
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BY JACK HORGAN-JONES 

AND HUGH O’CONNELL

The Dáil’s most powerful 

committee is to recommend 

changes to the law which cur-

rently allows some banks to 

pay no corporation tax for the 

next two decades. 

It comes as Fianna Fáil and 

Sinn Féin are increasing pres-

sure on the government to 

change rules that allow banks 

to write off boom-time losses 

against tax. 
Public Accounts Committee 

(PAC) chairman Sean Fleming 

told The Sunday Business Post 

he would include a call for a 

‘sunset clause’ in a landmark 

report set for publication after 

Easter. If such a measure is 

made law, banks will not be 

able to write off their historic 

losses against tax for a period 

greater than ten years.

“They’re now highly prof-
“They’re now highly prof-
“They’re now highly prof

itable, they should be making 

a contribution,” Fleming said. 

“When the taxpayer bailed out 

the banks, we put in whatever 

we put in. Now they’re getting 

a second bailout by putting in 

another subsidy by not having 

to pay corporation tax. This 

is a new cost to the taxpayer 

above the original bailout.” 

The government has ex-

tended the period of the 

bank levy, which is designed 

to recoup some of the state’s 

recession-era bailouts of the 

sector. However, Fianna Fáil 

to page 4

BY SUSAN MITCHELL

When is a woman 12 weeks 

pregnant? The government 

has yet to decide exactly when 

the 12-week abortion win-

dow should begin.

In other EU countries that 

have legalised abortion in ear-
have legalised abortion in ear-
have legalised abortion in ear

ly pregnancy, the start date 

of a pregnancy is either the 

date of conception or the date 

of the pregnant woman’s last 

menstrual period - typically 

two weeks before that.  

A 12-week time period that 

begins at conception would 

usually fall 14 weeks after a 

woman’s last menstrual pe-

riod, for example.

A spokesperson for Minis-

ter for Health Simon Harris 

said that the level of detail, 

surrounding the start time, 

had “yet to be determined”.

The European arm of the 

US-based Centre for Repro-

ductive Rights said practice 

varied throughout Europe.

“Across the 36 European 

countries that allow abor-

tion on a woman’s request, 

the most common starting 

point for the relevant time 

limit is LMP [last medical 

period]. However in some 

European countries the start 

date is conception,” according 

to the Centre for Reproductive 

Rights.
“In some of these 36 coun-

tries the law explicitly indi-

cates whether the legal time 

period runs from LMP, or 

from the later point of con-

ception. However, many of 

to page 4
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We’re all the liberal elite now
T HEY said the polls

were probablywrong. It could be
another Trump or
Brexit. It would be

closer than we thought. And

they were right. The polls

were wrong. But it wasn’t

a shy No thatthattha was lurking

out there, it was a shy Yes.

The people of Ireland did

not rebel against the liberal

elite. We are all the liberal

elite now.now.now Or two-thirds of

us, at least.It used to be thatthattha there

was this mythical
mythical
my

beast

called Middle Ireland thatthattha

was apparently ignored by

the wife-swapping sodo-

mites of RTE and the rest of

the liberal D4 media. Middle

Ireland was allegedly a place

thatthattha was more conservative

than trendy media types

allowed, and its voice was

rarely heard. And now
and again, the mythmythmy went,

Middle Ireland would rise

up, and its voice would be

heard. And it reared up this

time alright, but it roared

Yes. It roared for change.

Not so much a quiet revo-

lution, as a firm resolution,

thatthattha whate
whate
wha ver their own feel-

ings on abortion, the Eighth

was causing too much hurt.

A gaygayga Taoiseach could

havehaveha been a fluke. And gaygayga

marriage a once-off.
once-off.
once-of But now

there’s a pattpattpa ern. Women,

men, old and all those young

people showed us there is

a new Middle Ireland. And

it is a Middle Ireland thatthattha

knows thatthattha a gaygayga person in

the family,
family,
family or an abortion,

are not things thatthattha happen

to other people. These are

their sons and daughters,

their brothers and sisters,

their mothers, their friends.

And sure we’re all liberal

when it comes to our own.

The Iona Institute and

their gang will blame the

media, the politicians, every-

one. They like to saysaysa their

voice is not heard, thatthattha they

represent a silent majority
majority
majorit

of conservatives out there.

But, it seems, they don’t.

Their voice was heard this

time, but the silent majority
majority
majorit

disagreed with them. And

they will claim it is tyranny

by the majority,
majority,
majorit but it’s not.

It’s just democracy.
But being liberals, we

should mind to be tolerant

of the one-in-three. They

are not bad people. They do

not hatehateha women. They just

see things differently
differently
dif

.
ferently.
ferently And

this will be hard for them.

And indeed it’s not easy for

many of the 70pc either,
either,
either

who agonised over whatwhatwha was

the right thing to do. The

two-thirds who constitute

the liberal elite should try

and accord the one-third the

same respect liberals accord

to all other minorities.
And maybe

maybe
ma

the old might

start according a bit more

respect to the young now,now,now

too. Let’s stop dismissing

them as a generation of

entitled narcissists. It’s their

country now.now.now They own the

future, so let them shape

it. And let them fix the

mistakes of their parents,

and make their own new

mistakes.It’s not a daydayda of triumph

for many perhaps, but a daydayda

of quiet relief. And it’s not

over yet. To quote Rita Ann

Higgins, “Ireland is chang-

ing mother/Tell
mother/Tell
mother/T yourself,

yourself,
yourself tell

your sons.”
sons.”
sons.
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vices and ushering in

a new era of a woman’s right

to choose.In a seismic outcome to

a contentious referendum,

people across the country

havehaveha voted in record numbers

and at an unforeseen scale

to remove the controversial

constitutional amendment

which recognises the equal

right to life of themother and

the unborn.The Government will now

introduce legislation
legislation
legisla

which

will, among other measures,

allow for abortion without

restriction up to 12 weeks

4pc to
became appar-

several politicians who

opposed the proposal im-

mediately
mediately
media

announced they

would not oppose the will of

the people and would now

support the newRegulation
Regulation
Regula

of

Termination
rmination
rmina

of Pregnancy Bill.

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar

described the astonishing poll

result a “quiet revolution” and

promised the new legislation
legislation
legisla

would be enacted before the

end of the year.The Taoiseach described

the result as: “The daydayda Ireland

stepped out from under the

last of our shadows and into

the light.“Toda
“Toda
“T

y,oday,oda we havehaveha a modern

Constitution for a modern

people.”
people.”
people.

victory for
rights was celebrated

the length
length
leng and breadth of the

country as it became clear

voters were strongly influ-

enced by the personal stories

of those affecaffecaf ted by the Eighth

Amendment.An RTE exit poll confirmed
confirmed
conf

the powerful personal testi-

monies of womenwho bravely

spoke out during the cam-

paign was one of the most

influential factors in securing

a Yes vote.Minister for Health Simon

Harris, who spearheaded the

Government’s campaign, said

he would seek permission at

this Tuesday’
esday’
esda s Cabinet meet-

ing to immediately
immediately
immedia

begin leg-

islating
islating
isla

for abortion.
During emotional scenes at

the referendum count centre

in Dublin’s RDS, Mr Har-

ris said: “Under the Eighth

Amendment, women in crisis

pregnancy havehaveha been told

take the plane, take the boat..
boat..
boa .

today we tell them, take our

hand.”
hand.”
hand.
The father

father
fa

of the latelatela Savita
Savita
Sa

Halappana
Halappana
Ha

va
lappanava
lappana r, who died afterafteraf

being refused a termination,

termination,

termina

said Irish voters had done

justice to his family,
family,
family and said

the new abortion legislation
legislation
legisla

should be called afterafteraf
his

daughter.“We“We“W are really,
really,
really really happy.

happy.
happy

We havehaveha one last request, thatthattha

the new law,law,la thatthattha it is called

‘Savita’
‘Savita’
‘Sa

s law’law’la .w’.w’ It should be

named for her,”her,”her Andanappa

Yalagi
Yalagi
Ya

said.By yesterday
terday
terda afternoon,

afternoon,
af

thousands of Yes voters had

gathered
gathered
ga

in Dublin Castle to

celebrate a resounding victory

where supporters openly wept

landslide
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Shauna Bowers 
It would be hard to toast Britain’s
happy couple more enthusiasti-
cally than the crowd at the Conrad
hotel in Dublin. By the time Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle took
their vows at 12.35pm, the 180
spectators in the five-star hotel had
already drunk nine bottles of
Beefeater Pink gin and 35 bottles of
champagne.Robin Miller and Sherry Wat-

son, two Delta Air Lines hostesses,
came to Dublin from New York just
to see Irish people enjoy the royal

wedding. “It is such an honour to
share such a special occasion with
the Irish. It’s not the same in the
US, and we wanted to feel the
excitement,” said Miller. “I specifically requested a flight

to Ireland this week so I could
attend. We just love the royals.”They were not the only ones. When Prince Harry appeared on

screen, the crowd in the Conrad
erupted into applause. Their enthusiasm for the groom

was evident throughout the
ceremony, with some guests
screaming “Marry me instead,

Harry” and “I love you Harry”.
When the newlyweds walked
down the west steps of St George’s
Chapel in Windsor, many of the
women in Dublin were dabbing
their eyes. “We’re all so obsessed with their

fashion but this is even more
interesting,” said Alison Rothwell,
who was attending with her friend
Aoife McCormack. “It’s not just a British event —

because Meghan is a celebrity and
from America.”The Conrad looked like it was

hosting the wedding breakfast

Detectives investigating the
murder of 14-year-old Anastasia
Kriegel, whose body was found in
a disused farmhouse on the out-
skirts of Co Dublin on Thursday,
expect to question two boys in the
coming days.The investigation is focusing

on two teenagers who have given
inconsistent accounts to gardai
about the last time they saw the
schoolgirl from Leixlip, Co Kildare,
who had arranged to meet them
before she went missing.The two returned to their

homes on Monday evening after

meeting the victim. One is said to
have had minor injuries, but has
told gardai this was the result of an
assault involving another person.
Gardai are still trying to establish
the veracity of what they have been
told, and are urging members of
the public to come forward if they
have information. The victim was last seen alive at

about 5.30pm on Monday, when
she was captured on CCTV
in the company of the boys in St
Catherine’s Park, a 200-acre area
between Lucan and Leixlip. Ana-
stasia had told her parents she was
going to the park to meet friends.
She was reported missing to gardai

by her parents at 8pm after they
failed to reach her by phone. Offi-
cers immediately began a search. 

Investigators focused searches
on the woodlands of St Catherine’s
as the girl’s mobile phone had been
detected operating in the area. The
victim’s naked body was found in a
disused building on the Clonee
Road outside Lucan village on
Thursday afternoon. The property
and its outbuildings have been der-
elict for a number of years. Detectives believe Anastasia,

who was adopted from Russia
when she was a two-year-old, was
subjected to a violent sexual attack
before she died, which was proba-

Teens face quiz over Anastasia murder
John Mooney 

HARRY & MEGHANALL THE GUESTS AND GLAMOUR IN A FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT
FAIRYTALE ROYAL WEDDING THRILLS EVEN IRELAND

Prince Harry and Meghan seal the royal wedding with a kiss in Windsor. The ceremony was screened in hotels across Ireland

HARRY & MEGHAN
AND GLAMOUR IN A FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT
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“What you s�  is news, 

what you know is background, 

what you f� l is opinion”

- Lester Markel, American journalist, 1894-1977

March 11-12, 2018                                               
           

March 11-12, 2018                                               
           

Sean Quinn
EXCLUSIVE

Quinn says he will address 

IBRC concerns over funds
BY TOM LYONS

Bankrupt, imprisoned - but 

now back. Sean Quinn, the 

tycoon who was once Ire

land’s richest man, has said 

his new betting business is 

just one part of his family’s 

“fightback”, adding that he 

also harbours ambitions to 

make a return to the man

ufacturing and hospitality 

industries.

EXCLUSIVE
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NO MORE
LONELY 
JOURNEYSJOURNEYS
Leo’s promise as nation repeals 2:1

By KIERAN DINEEN

TAOISEACH Leo Varadkar told women
there will be “no more lonely journeys
across the Irish Sea” yesterday after a
landslide vote to repeal the Eighth.

A massive 66.4 per cent of people
backed bringing in abortion — with
Donegal the only area that voted No. 

Health Minister Simon Harris said:
“Women in crisis pregnancy have been
told take the plane or take the boat.
Today we tell them take our hand.”

Full Story — Pages 2, 3, 4 and 5

Overjoyed . . . Yes 
campaigners and, 
above, Leo hugs 
Simon after the 

result’s announced

Meghan’s 
love poem 
for Harry

WEDDING 
EXCLUSIVE

thesun.ie

€1
(£1.10 NI)

Sunday,
May 27,
2018

By CLEMMIE MOODIE

MEGHAN Markle had wedding
reception guests in tears reading
an emotional poem she wrote
about her intense love for Harry.

The verses said she was
“blessed” to have met her prince.

One guest said: “Meghan
totally stole the show. It was

Continued on Page 15 
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Perfect Match as Education to Remain 
‘Sacred’ in Dingle

‘Cleamhnas,’ the practice of 
arranged marriages, makes a 
welcome return to West Kerry, albeit 
in the guise of a match very diff erent 
to its predecessors. The recent 
pairing of an old stalwart in Dingle 
CBS and its new suitor, Connecticut 
based Sacred Heart University will 
result in the preservation of an 
important aspect, the continued 
provision of education in the area. 

Having served the town for close 
to 160 years, Dingle CBS closed 
its doors as a secondary school in 
May 2007. Situated in a prominent 
location, it was hoped that the listed 
buildings, history and ethos of the 
school would remain if a suitable 
buyer could be found. Prospective partners 
would have to off er an educational dowry 
of note in exchange for inheriting the family 
silver.

Having fl irted with various entities and 
suits over the years, the administrative 
matchmakers have accepted an off er that 
will preserve and maintain the practices 
of the past and produce some interesting 
off spring in the future.

The CBS began with a mission to educate 
the ‘poor boys of Dingle’ therefore an 
educational component was a mandatory 
requirement to entertain any proposal of 
purchase. The perfect match was found 
in the private Catholic institution that is 
Sacred Heart University.
Initially invited to send students to Dingle’s 
‘An Díseart’ by Monsignor Ó Fiannachta 

in 2004, the university later increased 
its programme for international study.  
With the popularity of the programme 
gaining more traction in Connecticut, the 
university made the move to purchase the 
Dingle CBS site and further develop its 
educational commitment to the town and 
develop a permanent international campus. 

‘By 2018 we would expect close to 300 US 
students studying short term and semester 
long courses’ says Campus Director Sean 
Pól Ó Conchúir.  ‘New courses have been 
introduced and each year brings new 
courses. These will be linked to aspects 
synonymous with the town, marine 
biology and tourism being examples.’ The 
Campus Director also pointed out that 
Nursing courses have been off ered for 
the past number of years and continue to 
exist and expand thanks to support from 
I.T. Tralee, The Bons Secour hospital and 

the West Kerry Community Hospital. 
Community support has also been very 
forthcoming.  ‘Local businesses have 
been very instrumental in assisting the 
university up to this point. They have 
provided guest speakers, internships 
and Údarás na Gaeltachta have made 
grants available.’  The University’s 
decision to marry into the area is a 
boon for the peninsula as Seán Pól 
points out, ‘The commitment of over 
1 million dollars towards the campus 
development is fantastic for the town 
and in particular for the Dingle CBS 
site.’

The Christian Brothers’ stipulation of 
an educational match has been well 
and truly met.  Sacred Heart continues 

its links with Dingle secondary school 
Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne through its 
educational system comparison module in 
its January programme, as students under 
the tutelage of Mike Giarratano study the 
Irish model and mingle happily with second 
level pupils. Sacred Heart will continue 
to operate from its original home at An 
Díseart until the new campus is ready.                     
As Sean Pól Ó Conchúír points out ‘Fite 
Fuaite’ is an Irish expression that captures 
that which is interwoven. Dingle CBS and 
Sacred Heart Connecticut are a prime 
example of this, an educational match that 
entwines many links.’

It is anticipated that once planning 
regulations have been met, S.H.U.’s Dingle 
Campus will take approximately 18 months 
to complete.     

By James Ó Dubháin
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DIGGER DESTRUCTION IN TALLAGHT

Nine men charged after

supermarkets looted in

night of utter mayhem

FULL STORY: SEE PAGES 4&5
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DEVASTATION: Lidl supermarket in

Tallaght was destroyed using a digger

and (right) Gerard Buggle pictured

outside court yesterday who was

arrested close to the scene
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Breaking 35-year silence on aBuseAfter seeing our John of God story  husband reveals to his wife that he was also a victim 

A husbAnd, who can’t read or write, 
told his wife for the first time of al-
leged abuse he suffered, after seeing 
brother Aidan Clohessy pictured in 
the Irish Mail on sunday last week.
In his heartbreaking revelation to his 

wife Sally, Joe Devine explained that he 

Fighting back: Joe Devine

By Michael O’Farrell investigations editor

inVestiGAtion
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We’vefound

There’s a rich choice of magical 

islands to escape to around the 

world – with some just a short hop 

away – and accommodation ranges 

from the ultra-luxurious to the 

homely. GareTh huw DavIeS

picks some of his favourites…1 AnGuILLA,TheCArIBBeAn
This unhurried paradise, pictured, 

floats like a speck of gold leaf on the 

Caribbean. It has powdery white sand 

beaches and prestigious beachfront 

hotels and villas. ivisitanguilla.com2 InIS�Mór,WeSTern�IreLAnd
Sitting in the mouth of Galway Bay,  

Inis Mór, the largest Aran island, is 

famed for its ancient sites, particularly 

the clifftop Dún Aonghasa fort, tipped 

for world heritage site status in the 

near future. aranislands.ie3CuLATrA�ISLAnd,
PorTuGALAfter the hustle and bustle of 

Portugal’s Algarve, why not head 

for tiny, car-free Culatra Island, 

just off Faro. Stay in a converted 

fisherman’s cottage and stroll 

along empty golden beaches.

tinyurl.com/y6wrdfnj4 VAderoArnA(WeATherISLAndS), SWeden
Hop from rock to rock to glimpse 

basking seals on this craggy pinprick 

off the west coast of Sweden. Then 

bask in the hot tub of the single 

guesthouse on a serene little inlet.

tinyurl.com/y8bpmmjs5STPIerre�eTMIQueLon,CAnAdA
This French overseas territory, 90 

minutes by ferry from Newfoundland, 

has friendly B&Bs and the memory of 

gangster Al Capone, who trafficked 

liquor here. spm-tourisme.fr/1/

FIVeoTher�IdYLLICISLeS

the joyzone!
GLORIOuS: Anantara 

Kihavah Maldives 
Villas where Ronan 

and his family stayed 

One day we all went on a boat 

trip, which allowed us to snor-

kel out on the reef – we were 

right among the turtles. 
In the evenings, we loved the 

open-air cinema, watching 

movies under the stars. The 

resort also had a cool kids’ 

club – Ali had a brilliant time 

making sushi. In the evenings, there was a 

pool party with a DJ, and on 

New Year’s Eve there was a 

band and fireworks. Did I 

succumb to the temptation of 

performing on New Year’s 

Eve? Of course I did – I can’t 

help myself. 

I sang my hit When You Say 

Nothing At All, which seemed 

to go down well. For the 

children to enjoy a holiday 

experience like the Maldives 

is extraordinary. When I was growing up, we 

never left the country – 

Killarney was as good as it got 

for me. Every summer, we’d 

go for a couple of weeks to a 

guesthouse or a B&B, and we 

had the most brilliant time. 
It’s quite a leap from 

Killarney to the Maldives – 

unless you go there, it’s 

impossible to believe such a 

wonderful place exists. 

Emirates (emirates.
com) Dublin-Male 
flights from €769 
return. Aer Lingus(aerlingus.com), Turkish Airlines(turkishairlines.com), 

and Etihad also fly 
to Male. villas at Anantara Kihavah 

(kihavah-maldives.
anantara.com) from 
€900 for two adults 
and two children.

SANTA ARRIVED – ON A BANANA-BOAT

The only way is up    – but it’s summit you’ll never forget

Uplifting:The Skylift nears the end of its phenomenal journey

From the sunny shore of the beautiful 

fjord, the sheer rock face of Mount 

Hoven rose more than 3,300ft into the 

clouds above me. Yet just five min-

utes later, I was at the summit, peer-

ing down at the blue water far below.

I was one of the first journalists to 

try the spectacular new Skylift 

attraction at the village of Leon (pro-

nounced ‘learn’) in the heart of Nor-

way’s famous fjord district. The 

€28.6m project is billed as the world’s 

steepest cable car but is actually 

more like a giant lift rising up the 

vertical mountainside.
People gasped and children looked 

alarmed as we soared upwards 

through the clouds to the top. First I 

walked onto a smart glass and steel 

balcony protruding above the eye-

watering drop over Nordfjord. Then I 

relaxed in the swanky mountaintop 

restaurant staring at the peaks of the 

Jostedal Glacier National Park. 

The Skylift also deposits passengers 

Simon Heptinstallfeels his spirits soar as he takes a 3,300ft cable car ride during a hike in Norway’s fjords

at a series of new hiking trails 

high above the fjord. Like most 

things in Norway, however, it’s 

expensive: €38 for a one-way 

ticket. The good thing is it encour-

ages you to walk back down rather 

than pay for a return. 
More than two-thirds of Norwe-

gians regularly go hiking. I 

bumped into families, teens and 

old folk out hiking in the fjord-side 

mountains. In fact, hiking is so 

popular there that when I bought a 

Kvikk, Norway’s equivalent of a 

Kit Kat, I found that every bar has 

a walking map printed inside. 

My visit to Leon was part of a 

new hiking tour of the fjord region 

from Headwater Holidays. The 

nine-day trip involves touring the 

area with a local guide, who also 

drives you between hotels. 
These included the charming old 

Victorian Union Hotel in the 

waterside village of Oye, with 

staff who take turns to play the 

grand piano during breakfast. I 

stayed in the Kaiser Wilhelm 

room, which still features the 

ancient iron bath encrusted with 

his coat of arms (which the 

kaiser brought with him when he 

came to stay). Daunting mountains rise on both 

sides of the Union Hotel and my 

guide, a New Zealander called 

Gordon Smith, took me on 
an amazing walk into the 
foothills here. Other highlights included a boat 

trip down the Geirangerfjord – a 

World Heritage Site so steep that 

farmers traditionally tethered 

children with ropes so they 

wouldn’t fall in while playing.

And in the elegant Art Nouveau 

streets of the island city of 

Alesund, we saw people slumped 

on public benches with broad 

smiles. Yes, the views are good – 

but what really makes them grin is 

discovering that the benches have 

hot water piped through them.
Headwater (headwater.com, 

0044 1606 828527) offers an 

eight-night Fjords Of Norway 

guided walking holiday from 

€2,725pp, with flights from the UK. 

See visitnorway.com

GeTTInG�There

high-risk gem:Geirangerfjord, so 
steep that children at play are tied 

there for the first time, the 

journey is a thrill in itself. After 

we arrived in the capital Male, we 

were led towards the seaplane 

base for the half-hour flight to 

Kihavah Huravalhi. We flew over 

glorious desert islands before 

landing on a beautiful turquoise 

lagoon.When we got off the seaplane 

and stepped onto pristine white 

sand, the staff were waiting, sing-

ing welcome songs, clapping and 

beating drums – it was magical.

Garlands were hung around our 

necks and we were handed 

glasses of fruit punch. We sud-

denly felt very cosseted.

Next came the excitement of 

being taken to our villa – we had 

an over-water one which was 

fantastic. In the bathroom there 

was a glass floor, which made 

for an interesting, if slightly 

unnerving, experience.
On the way to the villa we were 

able to see uninhabited islands 

surrounded by reefs which we 

were told are home to turtles, 

eels and beautiful coral forma-

tions. 
Anantara forms part of the Baa 

Atoll, which is home to baby 

sharks, stingrays and every fish 

you can imagine. It meant the 

snorkelling was exceptional.

Storm and I really only enjoy 

holidays if we are sure the chil-

dren are having a good time. We 

needn’t have worried here as the 

staff worked tirelessly to make 

certain everybody was happy. 

The food was phenomenal, 

the service extraordinary, the 

weather brilliant, the sea perfect. 

We were floating on air. And any 

anxieties about Christmas were 

swept away when Santa arrived 

at the resort on a banana-boat!

At Anantara they take dining to 

new levels. At Sea, an underwater 

restaurant, you dine in a fish tank 

with a twist: you’re inside the 

tank and the fish are outside 

looking in at you. One of its 

attractions is the world’s first 

underwater wine cellar. Wine 

with depth, you might say. 
But when we were in Sea, we 

couldn’t bring ourselves to order 

the fish – it would have seemed 

wrong somehow. We also liked Fire, a Japanese 

teppanyaki restaurant, and the 

superb Asian fusion dishes at Salt. 

The children loved the food on 

offer and couldn’t have been hap-

pier at meal times. The new Sky 

Bar features its own DJ and an 

observatory. We could have sat 

there all night looking through 

the telescope at the stars. My 

fears that the children – particu-

larly the older ones – would be 

bored by staying on a small island 

were soon dismissed. 
There was something going on 

all the time and lots of other chil-

dren were there, so they were 

never short of people to hook up 

with for a game of beach volley-

ball, for example.
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baby...

FAMILy Fun:Storm, Ronan and Cooper. And the happy couple 
set up a family shot also with Cooper; Jack, Missy and Ali
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Ronan holiday
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Ronan Keating and family – including tot Cooper – enjoy a
mind-blowing break to the magical Maldives 

G
oing back to a place you have really enjoyed can be a bit of a risk. Can you really recreate those happy memories?
We first went to the Mal-dives four years ago and loved it. This time we made things more challenging by deciding to return over the Christmas break.

This was my first ‘hot’ Christmas. My wife Storm is from Australia, so when she was growing up, December 25 was a day spent on the beach or playing cricket on the lawn. Growing up in Dublin, I was used to 

wet, cold and damp days. If we were really lucky, we had snow. As we were taking four children – my three older ones, Jack, 18, Missy, 16, and Ali, 12 – and our baby Cooper, who was born last April, I was a little anx-ious. How would a non-traditional Christ-mas in the sun appeal to them?Fortunately, from the moment we arrived at Anantara Kihavah Maldives Villas, they loved it. We were delighted to discover that we even had a Christmas tree in our room – with gifts underneath it.It was the children’s first trip to the Mal-dives, and for anybody who travels 
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WE HAVE LIFT-
OFF: Ronan with wife Storm and baby Cooper 
in the Maldives
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CONOR 
FIGHTS
BACK

CONOR McGregor’s manager last 

night broke the silence over the 

brawler’s shameful scenes in New 

York and vowed he will fight again. 

New footage released by the UFC 

shows the Dubliner, 29, – free on 

$50,000 bail – appearing to hurl a hand 

trolley at a bus carrying fighters as it 

left the Barclay Center on Thursday.

Manager Audie A Attar said: “He 

looks forward to getting back to 

fighting as soon as possible.”

Man City....2 Man Utd....3

Manager vows star will return to UFC as new footage of ‘rampage’ emerges

hurl lot  
of trouble  
Conor McGregor 
appears to throw 
trolley at bus

by Cillian o’brien

Sharon 
killer 
loses  
parole
battle

see page 8
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pregnancy, with 34% opposed (-2)
and 22% undecided (+1).Support for abortion beyond 12

weeks in cases of fatal foetal abnor-
mality or where there is a risk to
the mother’s health remains
strong at 59% (+1) compared with
21% (-1) opposed and 20% unde-
cided (unchanged). These slight
rises are within the margin of
error, but the five-point increase
for “yes” is statistically significant.

“The most remarkable feature
of the 2018 Behaviour & Attitudes/
Sunday Times abortion referen-
dum polls has been the complete
lack of movement in voting inten-
tion between February, March and
April,” said Ian McShane, execu-
tive director of B&A.“All three polls essentially con-

firmed that just under a quarter of
the electorate was undecided as to
how they would vote, with the bal-
ance split between 60-40 and
65-35 in favour of repeal. The evi-
dence is that there has been a
marked swing towards the “yes”
side among urban voters over the
last three or four weeks, with no
shift whatsoever in voting inten-
tion among the rural electorate.”In April, 50% of urban voters

Shauna Bowers 
It would be hard to toast Britain’s
happy couple more enthusiasti-
cally than the crowd at the Conrad
hotel in Dublin. By the time Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle took
their vows at 12.35pm, the 180
spectators in the five-star hotel had
already drunk nine bottles of
Beefeater Pink gin and 35 bottles of
champagne.Robin Miller and Sherry Wat-

son, two Delta Air Lines hostesses,
came to Dublin from New York just
to see Irish people enjoy the royal

wedding. “It is such an honour to
share such a special occasion with
the Irish. It’s not the same in the
US, and we wanted to feel the
excitement,” said Miller. “I specifically requested a flight

to Ireland this week so I could
attend. We just love the royals.”They were not the only ones. When Prince Harry appeared on

screen, the crowd in the Conrad
erupted into applause. Their enthusiasm for the groom

was evident throughout the
ceremony, with some guests
screaming “Marry me instead,

Harry” and “I love you Harry”.
When the newlyweds walked
down the west steps of St George’s
Chapel in Windsor, many of the
women in Dublin were dabbing
their eyes. “We’re all so obsessed with their

fashion but this is even more
interesting,” said Alison Rothwell,
who was attending with her friend
Aoife McCormack. “It’s not just a British event —

because Meghan is a celebrity and
from America.”The Conrad looked like it was

hosting the wedding breakfast

A surgeon at Midland Regional
Hospital, Mullingar, who was pre-
viously suspended and required to
undergo retraining, has taken legal
action to stop the HSE suspending
him a second time while his treat-
ment of 18 patients over a 12-month
period is being investigated.The High Court is to hear a judi-

cial review on July 11 related to an
inquiry into operations performed
by Declan Buckley. The inquiry was prompted by a

protected disclosure made in April
2017 by two of Buckley’s consult-
ant colleagues in Mullingar who

Detectives investigating the
murder of 14-year-old Anastasia
Kriegel, whose body was found in
a disused farmhouse on the out-
skirts of Co Dublin on Thursday,
expect to question two boys in the
coming days.The investigation is focusing

on two teenagers who have given
inconsistent accounts to gardai
about the last time they saw the
schoolgirl from Leixlip, Co Kildare,
who had arranged to meet them
before she went missing.The two returned to their

homes on Monday evening after

meeting the victim. One is said to
have had minor injuries, but has
told gardai this was the result of an
assault involving another person.
Gardai are still trying to establish
the veracity of what they have been
told, and are urging members of
the public to come forward if they
have information. The victim was last seen alive at

about 5.30pm on Monday, when
she was captured on CCTV
in the company of the boys in St
Catherine’s Park, a 200-acre area
between Lucan and Leixlip. Ana-
stasia had told her parents she was
going to the park to meet friends.
She was reported missing to gardai

by her parents at 8pm after they
failed to reach her by phone. Offi-
cers immediately began a search. 

Investigators focused searches
on the woodlands of St Catherine’s
as the girl’s mobile phone had been
detected operating in the area. The
victim’s naked body was found in a
disused building on the Clonee
Road outside Lucan village on
Thursday afternoon. The property
and its outbuildings have been der-
elict for a number of years. Detectives believe Anastasia,

who was adopted from Russia
when she was a two-year-old, was
subjected to a violent sexual attack
before she died, which was proba-

Teens face quiz over Anastasia murder
John Mooney 

said they felt compelled to act in
the interests of patient safety. The
pair said they had been
approached by “multiple consult-
ant colleagues” in Mullingar and in
Dublin’s Mater Hospital expressing
their concerns. They said “this
degree of accumulated complica-
tions [was] concerning [for] a
surgeon who has already experi-
enced a period of suspension and
retraining”.One of the cases flagged by the

whistleblowers involved a seven-
year-old girl being treated for
appendicitis. In another case, a
man with extensive facial injuries

Surgeon fights HSE suspension 
Justine McCarthy 

Continued on page 2 →

bly as a result of blunt force trauma
to the head. Gardai believe she was
struck with a rock, possibly while
she was on the ground. A number of bloodstained items

including wooden sticks and rocks
were recovered from the property,
which remains sealed off pending
forensic investigations. Detectives
suspect the victim may have been
murdered on Monday evening. The nature of the teenager’s

death has shocked the communi-
ties of Leixlip and Lucan. Force
management has offered welfare
support to gardai who have been
personally affected working on
the case. 

itself. Three chandeliers hung
from the ceiling, each table was
dressed with a cherry-blossom tree
and there were bunches of pink
balloons. 

Once the guests had finished off
a brunch of eggs benedict and
pancakes, they tucked into a cake
with a picture of Harry and
Meghan on top.Many of the guests, who had

paid €75 apiece, dressed up as if
they were attending the real thing.

Women wore ballgowns, fasci-
nators and hats that could compete

HARRY & MEGHANALL THE GUESTS AND GLAMOUR IN A FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT

Urban surge set to carry the day for repeal voteStephen O’Brien Political Editor 

said they would vote yes, 29%
would vote no, and 21% were unde-
cided. In today’s poll, the urban
“yes” vote has increased to 57%,
the “no” vote has declined to 21%,
while undecideds are practically
unchanged at 22%. Urban voters are defined as

those in cities and towns with a
population above 5,000.Support for repeal among

women voters has risen five points
to 54% since April and the “no”
vote is down six points to 25%. At
28%, the proportion of undecided
voters is seven points higher
among men than women.Theresa Reidy, a political scien-

tist at University College Cork,
said: “This is the first referendum
for a long time where we are seeing
strong demographic lines starting
to emerge. We are able to talk in
concrete terms about an urban-ru-
ral divide. The difference here is
that the past 35 years have seen
massive urbanisation, so there are
a lot more urban areas now.” There is a marked difference in

support for repeal among Fine
Gael and Fianna Fail voters. Sup-
porters of the government party
are 59% in favour of repeal with
just 20% voting against it, com-
pared with 46% support for “yes”
in Fianna Fail and 33% voting no.One in four Sinn Fein supporters

said they would vote no despite
almost all the party’s TDs and sena-
tors being in favour. Carol Nolan,
an Offaly TD, lost the party whip
for three months for voting against
the legislation.

Support for a “yes” vote in the
abortion referendum has risen five
points to 52%, with a surge in cities
and larger towns, according to the
latest Behaviour & Attitudes poll
for The Sunday Times.The “no” vote has fallen five

points to 24%, with 5% (+2) saying
they will not vote on Friday and
19% (-2) still undecided. Removing
the undecided voters, the “yes”
side has a 68-32 lead, which sug-
gests that the eighth amendment
will be repealed. The rise in support for voting

“yes” is strongest in urban areas
and among blue-collar voters — up
seven points in each case to 50%
and 41% respectively. The increase is most pro-

nounced along the eastern sea-
board, with support surging 12
points to 67% in Dublin and rising
11 points to 54% in the rest of Lein-
ster. The B&A poll was conducted
on May 3-15 in face-to-face inter-
views with 935 voters and has a
margin of error of 3.3%. Support is holding steady for a

number of legislative proposals the
government says it will introduce if
the referendum is carried on
Friday. More than 3.2m citizens are
entitled to vote, though that could
rise by more than 100,000 when
late registrations are added from
the supplementary register. There is 44% support — up one

point — for the proposal to legalise
termination of pregnancy without
restriction in the first 12 weeks of

Continued on page 2 →
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A news story, unlike any other journalistic endeavour, 
has a carefully craft ed formula for success. The job of the news reporter is to tell the 
reader what happened, who it happened to, how it happened and when it happened.
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How to Write News
Your job is to make the news story as relevant, 
interesting, informative and as accurate as you 
can.

Always remember who you are writing for. The 
person reading the Irish Times will want the 
information writt en and presented in a certain 
way, so too the person reading the Irish Sun.

So whether you’re writing for the school 
newspaper, or the New York Times, be aware of 
your audience.
Keep the story simple and straight-forward. 
Make it as easy as possible for the reader to 
digest the information.

The opening paragraph (or intro) is vital - it’s 
your only chance to grab the reader’s att ention 
and entice them to read on.

Remember - you’ve lost 30% of readers aft er the 
fi rst paragraph and 50% by paragraph four.

How to Structure 
a News Story
Remember the fi ve Ws when writing news – 
Who, What, Where, When and Why. Answer 
these for the reader and you’ve done your job.

The Introduction
The most important section of any news 
story is the opening paragraph. The intro 
communicates the facts of the article in the 
fi rst few lines. 

FOR EXAMPLE: A man was gunned down in 
front of shocked shoppers in the latest 
gangland tit-for-tat murder.

What?
The What - summarise what happened. 
The 31-year-old, identifi ed as one of the 
country’s leading drug dealers, was shot six 
times in the head and chest.

When?
The When – give the reader some 
more of the key details. 
He was shot shortly aft er 1pm, by a lone 
gunman, as he walked down Graft on Street in 
front of hundreds of shoppers.

Headline
Five times as many people 
read headlines as the 
actual story

Byline
Journalist who 
broke the story

What
Tell the reader 
what happened

Picture
Detailed picture 
enhances the story

Why
How the 
controversy 
erupted 

Additional info 
Further details to 
enhance story

Tutorial DOUBLE 
JOY 
FOR 

BEYONCÉ

Beyoncé has given birth to twins in Los Angeles, 
according to reports on several celebrity news 
websites .

� e singer, who is 35, and her partner, the rapper 
and music producer Jay Z, already have a � ve-year-old 
daughter, Blue Ivy.
E! News, citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, reported 

the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los 
Angeles area hospital on � ursday.
Us Weekly, also citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, 

reported that the couple welcomed twins earlier this week. 
“Bey and Jay are thrilled and have started sharing the news 
with their family and closest friends,” one source told 
People.
A representative for Beyoncé did not respond to a request 

for comment.
� e celebrity news websites did not provide additional 

details, such as the date and time the twins were born or 
the sex of the infants.
� e performer, one of the most powerful women in 

the music business, announced the pregnancy on her 
Instagram account in February along with an image of her 
posing in lingerie and caressing a noticeable baby bump.
� e announcement had more than 8m “likes” in the � rst 

24 hours to become the “most liked” Instagram post ever.
� e R&B singer performed live at the Grammy awards 

in Los Angeles two weeks later, proudly displaying her 
swelling belly in a motherhood-themed show. She has 
since posted numerous pictures of her bare baby bump on 
social media accounts.
� e birth of Blue Ivy caused a paparazzi storm in 2012, 

with New York’s Lenox Hill hospital shutting down part of 
its maternity wing to accommodate the family.
News of the pregnancy came less than a year a� er the 

release of Beyoncé’s 2016 album Lemonade, in which she 
appeared to address longstanding rumours of trouble in 
her eight-year marriage.
� e lyrics of several songs spoke about being cheated on, 

and regretting being married. But Beyoncé made clear in 
the � nal tracks of the album and in music videos featuring 
Jay Z that she had decided to stay in the relationship.
� e couple has never addressed the rumours publicly.

BY EDWARD MCCARTHY

Celeb couple share 
good news

the � nal tracks of the album and in music videos featuring 
Jay Z that she had decided to stay in the relationship.
� e couple has never addressed the rumours publicly.Email

Contact for newsroom

News
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Who?
The Who - who is the story about.
Gardai believe the murdered man was Joe 
Bloggs, from the inner city. Bloggs was a career 
criminal who was one of the main importers of 
cocaine into the country.

Why?
The Why – vital background information
Bloggs had survived an att empt on his life last 
year and was, according to sources, ‘a dead 
man walking’ aft er double crossing his former 
partner in crime.

Where?
The Where – give more details of the att ack. 
Bloggs was just passing the entrance of HMV 
when a hooded man approached and pulled 
a gun from his jacket pocket, according to 
eyewitness accounts.

In this case, you would use plenty of quotations, 
what people saw, what they heard, what they 
did, what happened next.

Key tips
Know your audience - who are you writing for? 
Regardless of the platform you are writing for 
- always remember - be brief and to the point 
Never forget the the 5 Ws – 
Who? What? When? Where? Why? 

1.  Tell the reader how you know what you know 
- source every new piece of information.

2.  Be clear and accurate - make sure your story 
makes sense.

3.  Reread for accuracy and fairness before you 
fi nish.

4. Check all the numbers, dates and details. 

5.  Check your spelling and punctuation 
-  ensure names are spelled correctly and 
consistently throughout the story.

6.  Check for balance. Is the story balanced and 
fair? Does it tell both sides of the story?

Intro
The golden rule is 
KISS — keep it short 
and simple

Sub head
Holds the reader’s 
attention by giving 
more details

Font
large, bold text to show 
it’s the most important 
element of design

Headline
Must give  people a
reason to read on

DOUBLE 
JOY 
FOR 

BEYONCÉ

Beyoncé has given birth to twins in Los Angeles, 
according to reports on several celebrity news 
websites .

� e singer, who is 35, and her partner, the rapper 
and music producer Jay Z, already have a � ve-year-old 
daughter, Blue Ivy.
E! News, citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, reported 

the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los 
Angeles area hospital on � ursday.
Us Weekly, also citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, 

reported that the couple welcomed twins earlier this week. 
“Bey and Jay are thrilled and have started sharing the news 
with their family and closest friends,” one source told 
People.
A representative for Beyoncé did not respond to a request 

for comment.
� e celebrity news websites did not provide additional 

details, such as the date and time the twins were born or 
the sex of the infants.
� e performer, one of the most powerful women in 

the music business, announced the pregnancy on her 
Instagram account in February along with an image of her 
posing in lingerie and caressing a noticeable baby bump.
� e announcement had more than 8m “likes” in the � rst 

24 hours to become the “most liked” Instagram post ever.
� e R&B singer performed live at the Grammy awards 

in Los Angeles two weeks later, proudly displaying her 
swelling belly in a motherhood-themed show. She has 
since posted numerous pictures of her bare baby bump on 
social media accounts.
� e birth of Blue Ivy caused a paparazzi storm in 2012, 

with New York’s Lenox Hill hospital shutting down part of 
its maternity wing to accommodate the family.
News of the pregnancy came less than a year a� er the 

release of Beyoncé’s 2016 album Lemonade, in which she 
appeared to address longstanding rumours of trouble in 
her eight-year marriage.
� e lyrics of several songs spoke about being cheated on, 

and regretting being married. But Beyoncé made clear in 
the � nal tracks of the album and in music videos featuring 
Jay Z that she had decided to stay in the relationship.
� e couple has never addressed the rumours publicly.

BY EDWARD MCCARTHY

Celeb couple share 
good news

news@newspress.ie

the � nal tracks of the album and in music videos featuring 
Jay Z that she had decided to stay in the relationship.
� e couple has never addressed the rumours publicly.

news@newspress.ie

The golden rule is 
KISS — keep it short 

and music producer Jay Z, already have a � ve-year-old and music producer Jay Z, already have a � ve-year-old 

E! News, citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, reported E! News, citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, reported 
the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los 

Us Weekly, also citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, 
reported that the couple welcomed twins earlier this week. 
“Bey and Jay are thrilled and have started sharing the news 
with their family and closest friends,” one source told 

A representative for Beyoncé did not respond to a request 

� e celebrity news websites did not provide additional 
details, such as the date and time the twins were born or 

� e performer, one of the most powerful women in 
the music business, announced the pregnancy on her 
Instagram account in February along with an image of her 
posing in lingerie and caressing a noticeable baby bump.posing in lingerie and caressing a noticeable baby bump.
� e announcement had more than 8m “likes” in the � rst 

24 hours to become the “most liked” Instagram post ever.
� e R&B singer performed live at the Grammy awards 

in Los Angeles two weeks later, proudly displaying her 
swelling belly in a motherhood-themed show. She has 
since posted numerous pictures of her bare baby bump on 

� e birth of Blue Ivy caused a paparazzi storm in 2012, 
with New York’s Lenox Hill hospital shutting down part of 
its maternity wing to accommodate the family.
News of the pregnancy came less than a year a� er the 

release of Beyoncé’s 2016 album Lemonade, in which she 
appeared to address longstanding rumours of trouble in 

KISS — keep it short 
and simple
KISS — keep it short 
and simple
KISS — keep it short the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los 

Us Weekly, also citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, Us Weekly, also citing multiple unidenti� ed sources, 
reported that the couple welcomed twins earlier this week. reported that the couple welcomed twins earlier this week. 
“Bey and Jay are thrilled and have started sharing the news “Bey and Jay are thrilled and have started sharing the news 
with their family and closest friends,” one source told with their family and closest friends,” one source told 

A representative for Beyoncé did not respond to a request 

� e celebrity news websites did not provide additional 
details, such as the date and time the twins were born or 

� e performer, one of the most powerful women in 
the music business, announced the pregnancy on her 
Instagram account in February along with an image of her 
posing in lingerie and caressing a noticeable baby bump.

When
Exact details 
of when it 
happened

Who
Who it happened to



Diff erent newspapers and diff erent sections 
within newspapers require a range of varied 
writing styles, irrespective of whether they are 
broadsheet publications or ‘red top’ tabloids.
What is required in a news story is far removed 
from a background feature on tracker mortgages, 
12 paragraphs of colour from an All-Ireland 
Hurling Final, or summing up a complex court 
case in 800 words. 

Skilled journalists can deliver whatever style is 
required across the spectrum, from news to features 
to analysis to commentary. However, such skill is 
slowly craft ed from constant honing, and observing 
and learning from the best. 

While the building blocks of a news story continue 
to form the basics of good journalism, the ability 
to deliver informed analysis and authoritative 
commentary are increasingly essential in a world of 
confusing social media noise.

Here are some examples of the diff erent 
writing styles deployed across various 
newspapers when ‘The Beast from The 
East’ met ‘Storm Emma’ to cause 
havoc across the country 
earlier this year.
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Writing styles

A news story is all about the facts. 

In an era of ‘fake news’, the words of C.P. 
Scott  are more important than ever: 
“Comment is free, facts are sacred”.

Always tick the fi ve W boxes and one H:

Who (was involved), what (happened), 
where (did it take place), when (did it take 
place) why (did it happen) and how (did it 
happen)?

Broadsheet: The country is facing total 
shutdown from 4pm today with people 
ordered to stay indoors, schools and 
colleges closed, rail and bus services 
halted, and motorists ordered it would be 
‘suicidal’ to take to the roads.
The warning was issued as it was con-
fi rmed the ‘Beast from the East’ and 
‘Storm Emma’ will clash directly over Ire-
land today. The Government said between 
22cm and 28cm of snow will fall by tomor-
row aft ernoon.
People in Cork City, which will be among 
the fi rst areas hit by the storm, face a 
further hazard as they brace for high tides 
and fl ooding.

Tabloid: A killer blizzard is due to sweep 
across the country today, with people 
warned to stay indoors aft er 4pm, Taoise-
ach Leo Varadkar said there is a real risk to 
life over the next 48 hours as snow of up to 
25cm is expected combined with storm-
force winds.

The “total whiteout” is predicted to be 
the worst winter weather since 1982. “We 
are on red alert. Everybody should stay 
indoors,” Mr Varadkar said.

A colour piece strives to capture an 
event in words, in a way that brings it 
alive for the reader who wasn’t there. 
Where a news story is hard fact-driven, 
colour paints vivid pictures.

(My children) fi nally had their whiteout, 
the fi rst one they would properly 
remember. And, joy to beat all joys, 
schools were closed.
The fi rst ring to the door from a pal came 
before 9am, the fi rst snowball fi ght came 
about one and a half minutes later and 
the fi rst att ack of tears because “he 
hurted me” about one and a half minutes 
aft er that.

And then there was the inevitable 
snowman. The thing the happy, 
smiling pictures don’t tell you is that 
constructing these guys with fresh, 
powdery snow takes a long, long time 
and a lot of hard work...
A day and a half in, several snowball 
fi ghts, one life lesson (“never eat yellow 
snow”) and one mini-snowman later, 
the novelty of spending every minute of 
their fi rst snow break from school in the 
actual snow was starting to wear off , just 
a touch.
“I feel very cold now,” the six-year-old 
ventured in her smallest voice. “Can I 
watch Netfl ix?”
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MET Eireann has warned that “the 
worst is yet to come” as the first 
snow hit Dublin.

Schools across the capital could 
close if a red weather alert is issued, as  
expected, for tomorrow.

The Defence Forces are on standby to respond to 
what could be the worst weather since 1982, with 
blizzards forecast for tomorrow and Friday.

“It’s going to get worse,” said Met Eireann’s Joan-
na Donnelly. “Don’t be going outdoors in blizzard 
conditions.”

The ESB warned of prolonged power outages as 
temperatures plummet as low as –7C.

For the second day in a row, shoppers cleared 
supermarket shelves of bread, while stores selling 
outdoors gear were doing a brisk trade in sleighs, 
shoe spikes and even gas stoves.

SEE PAGES 2, 3, 4, 5 & 14

Paul Melia and Kevin Doyle

A woman trudges 
through the snow in 
London yesterday as 
the first signs of the 

Beast from the East hit 
Dublin (inset left)
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slowly craft ed from constant honing, and observing 
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REPORTS, COMMENT AND 
ADVICE: pages 2-8

Walk like a penguin 
Expert’s  
advice on  
avoiding 
slipping p7

Spectre of worst
possible Brexit 
scenario now 
looms large

DEARBHAIL 
McDONALD

‘No PM could 
agree to it’ 
– disarray as 
May rejects 
Brexit paper 
Shona Murray

THE Brexit process is once 
again in disarray after British 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
fiercely rejected a text drawn 
up by the European Commis-
sion, declaring: “No UK prime 
minister could ever agree to it.”

Ms May said the paper – 
which proposes a “common reg-
ulatory area” between the EU 
and Northern Ireland – would 
“threaten the constitutional 

integrity of the UK” by creating 
a border down the Irish Sea.

The paper caused uproar 
among Brexiteers and concern 
this side of the Irish Sea. 

A hard Brexit is back on the 
horizon as the political atmos-
phere between London and 
Brussels reaches toxic levels.

REPORTS AND ANALYSIS: 
pages 12-13

Shutdown: storm 
warning to clear 
streets by 4pm

 ■ Fears of potentially fatal 
conditions as blizzard hits 

 ■ ‘Do not be out there,’ 
warns Emergency chairman

 ■ Defence Forces to take on 
ambulances and fire fighting

 ■ ‘Clash Zone’ as Storm 
Emma meets Arctic freeze

Sophia 
Pientak (4) 
and Emilia 

Kolar (8)   
from Tallaght 

having fun 
in the snow. 

Photo: Kyran 
O’Brien

Paul Melia  
and Kevin Doyle

ALMOST the entire population 
of four million people have been 
told to be at home by 4pm today 
as the country braces itself for 
blizzard-like conditions with 
potentially fatal impact.

Not since 1982 has the coun-
try been struck with such force, 
as Storm Emma clashes with 
Arctic winds. It will cause heavy 
snowfall and gusts of up to 
110kmh, resulting in “zero-vis-
ibility”.

In the Status Red weather 
warning, Munster and Lein-

ster will be worst-hit, and be 
effectively shut down. Schools 
will be closed and public trans-
port severely curtailed.

The Defence Forces will drive 
ambulances and fire brigades, 
due to safety concerns. 

Government emergency 
group chairman Sean Hogan 

said: “People will need to be 
conscious of the conditions 
which prevail. Our message 
is very clear – this storm is 
coming.

“Do not be out there.”

 ■ Schools kept closed and 
public transport curtailed
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Unlike a news story, a feature need not be 
time sensitive and should have readers 
on a hook from the arresting intro to the 
closing par. Aside from colour writing it’s 
the form best suited to fl air and creativity.

The apocalypse is nigh - 7 things that will 
inevitably happen when Storm Emma hits 
Ireland. 

We have notoriously short memories 
when it comes to the weather here in 
Ireland. Granted, it has been eight years 
since we’ve endured a genuine cold snap, 
but you can be sure we learned nothing 
from that experience.

Here are a few things that will inevitably 
happen in the coming days...

Fear of the unknown causes the anxiety 
to rise.  All those unanswered questions: 
Will the schools close?  Will I need to take 
time off  work?  How bad will the roads be?  
Is our car rear wheel drive?  Should we buy 
those claw things for the wheels?  What if 
the pipes burst?  Where are the candles?  
Do we have enough heating oil to survive 
the week?  Is Netfl ix paid up?  Are we 
stocked up on bread, milk, wine? 

Nary a snowfl ake to be seen and the 
supermarkets have already been cleaned 
out.  The shelves are not just empty of 
bread but milk and meat too.  Because 
perishables are exactly what you need in a 
crisis, aren’t they?  Before Ophelia hit last 
year, Irish retailers in some areas saw a 
spike in sales likened to a ‘mini Christmas’ 
and it looks like they’re raking it in again 
ahead of the Beast from the East.

 Feature
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UTVUTV CHANNEL 4CHANNEL 4 SKY ONESKY ONE SKY SPORTS 1SKY SPORTS 1 SKY MOVIES 2

SKY MOVIES 1SKY MOVIES 1
SKY SPORTS 2SKY SPORTS 2

FILM GUIDE
★★★★★ Don’t miss it
★★★★ Very good
★★★ Not bad
★★ Poor
★ Rent a video instead

INFORMATION
51856 = VideoPlus number.

(1/2) = First of two-parts.
(T) = Text subtitles.

(S) = In Stereo.
(R)=Repeat.

SKY MOVIES 2

12.55 POETIC JUSTICE (1993).
Moving drama set against a back-
ground of urban despair and loneliness,
about a young black woman, her aspi-
rations and romance. With Janet
Jackson, Tupac Shakur. (T) 927391.
★★★

FILMFILM

3.30 SERENA (1962). Drama in
which a police inspector strives to solve
the mystery of a London artist’s model
found dead in a country cottage. With
Patrick Holt. (b/w) (T) 9604556.
★★

FILMFILM

2.15 CHASING SECRETS (1998).
Emotional drama about a young girl
who suffers abuse at the hands of fam-
ily members - until she meets an elder-
ly African-American couple. With Della
Reese, Ossie Davis. 917646.
★★

Strappy atm medium 40ptStorm red alert nationwide as 100KPH Beast from East bites
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Storm red alert nationwide as 100KPH Beast from East bites
WARNING: 
Leo Varadkar 
and his
ministers 
address
the nation

SORRY...
WE’RE
CLOSED
No work today as country to shut down from 4pm

SNOW IS 
FLIGHT
ON THE 
GROUND: 
Snow is 
cleared at 
Dublin 
Airport, 
where many 
flights were 
cancelled

IT’S ALL WHITE: Aerial view of Dublin city yesterday

Henrik Ibsen’s thrilling masterpiece
in a bold new version by Patrick Marber

HHHHH
‘A triumph.’

Mail on Sunday

HHHHH
‘Thrilling.’

Radio Times

Tue 6 - Sat 10 March
0818 719388 | gaietytheatre.ie Photo of Lizzy Watts

by Hugo Glendinning.

From the creators of
War Horse and

The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night-Time

MARKHILLIARD
andSARAHBURNS

People in Leinster and Munster
have been urged to remain in-
doors today with the most se-
vere blizzard conditions fore-
cast in decades set to sweep
across the State.

Public transport in the two
provinces will grind to a com-
plete halt this afternoon as haz-
ardous conditions are expected
and services will be curtailed
elsewhere in the State.

Many schools will close in ad-
vance of “almost unprecedent-
ed” dumps of snow, with up to

40cm forecast to fall by lunch-
time tomorrow.

The freezing conditions that
took hold yesterday will deterio-
rate further as Storm Emma
moves from southern Europe
and meets polar air moving in
from eastern Europe, bringing
heavy snow and winds of up to
100km/h.

“Our message is clear,” said
Seán Hogan, chairman of the
National Emergency Co-Ordi-
nation Group yesterday, “the
storm is coming.”

Members of the public in
Leinster and Munster have
been asked to stay indoors from

4pm today until noon tomor-
row with temperatures fore-
cast to fall to as low as minus 7
degrees today.

Met Éireann has issued a sta-
tus red warning, the most se-
vere level, for snow and ice in
Munster and Leinster and a less
severe orange warning for Con-
nacht and the Border counties.

Zerovisibility
People in Leinster and Munster
have been urged not to drive as
visibility could reach zero. Mr

Hogan said any decision to do
so would be “suicidal”.

Rail and Luas services will be
limited this morning and cease
from about midday. All but es-
sential Government depart-
ments and offices will suspend
operations and businesses have
been asked to consider the via-
bility of opening and the safety
of staff making their way to
work.

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
sought to reassure the public
that full State resources have
been dedicated to deal with any
fallout. “Most importantly peo-
ple need to be back safe and
sound in their homes no later
than 4pm tomorrow in Mun-
ster and Leinster,” he said yes-
terday evening.

“We have not experienced
blizzard like conditions like this
since 1982. But the reports
from that time remind us of the
serious and life-threatening
conditions that can be posed by
heavy snow and strong winds

when they come together.”
Minister for Transport

Shane Ross said the “drama of
the situation” was best under-
lined by expectations of 25cm
of snow falling today and a fur-
ther 15cm by lunchtime tomor-
row. He said it was “an almost
unprecedented situation”.

Hundreds of flights were can-
celled yesterday and people
planning to take flights from
the State’s airports are advised
to check with their airline to see
if schedules are operating.

The HSE advised those with

hospital or other healthcare ap-
pointments to contact facilities
and confirm scheduled services
before making unnecessary
journeys.

The Children’s Hospital
Group, which includes Temple
Street, Crumlin and Tallaght,
has cancelled admissions and
outpatient appointments for
the two-day duration.

Minister for Housing Eo-
ghan Murphy said conditions in
Leinster and Munster would
considerably decline on what
was experienced earlier in the

week. “This is a significant esca-
lation in the weather event. We
will see blizzard-like conditions
and zero visibility. This is not
weather people should be out
in,” he said.

The Defence Forces are on
standby to deal with emergen-
cies. Businesses have been
urged to heed the weather warn-
ings. However, trade union
Mandate criticised a number of
unnamed retail companies that
allegedly told employees they
would not be paid for missed
hours.

DOMINICCOYLE

Employers may be forced to
abolish mandatory retirement
ages under a roadmap for pen-
sions reform published yester-
day by the Government.

Many workers have a set re-
tirement age – often 65 – writ-
ten into their employment con-
tract. But, since 2014, they have
not been able to access the
State pension until they turn
66, which has forced them to
sign on for jobseekers’s benefit
for the intervening year.

Patricia King, general secre-
tary of the Irish Congress of
Trades Unions, said the deci-
sion to raise the age at which
people can get the State pen-
sion to 67 in 2021 and 68 in
2028 posed “major income chal-
lenges for workers whose em-
ployment may not extend to
this date and who will be solely
dependent on the State pension
for income in retirement”.

The pension reform plan, out-
lined by the Government, says
it is “determined” the measures
will “result in greater flexibility

to work beyond what may be
considered the traditional re-
tirement age of 65”.

Underreview
It says it will keep under review
the actual practice of employ-
ers in this area.

“Should it appear that these
provisions are not resulting in
improved flexibility for work-
ers, by the end of 2018 the Gov-
ernment will consider the mer-
its of restricting the capacity to
use mandatory retirement pro-
visions relative to the prevail-

ing State pension age,” the re-
port says.

Increased flexibility is one of
a number of reform measures
planned. Others include
auto-enrolment for workers by
2022, changes in the way eligi-
bility for the State contributory
pension is calculated and link-
ing future pension increases to
inflation or pay increases.

Asporting
thankyou
Bringing
a tear to
a stone

Peopleurgedtostayindoorsforblizzard

PATLEAHY,DENISSTAUNTON,
andSIMONCARSWELL

The British government and
the DUP have firmly rejected
a draft treaty for the UK’s
withdrawal from the Europe-
an Union, with Theresa May
saying “no UK prime minis-
ter could agree” to the pro-
posals published in Brussels.

The dismissal by London
of the European Commission
draft suggests that negotia-
tions on Brexit over the next
three weeks, ahead of a
March European summit,
are likely to be fraught.

A failure to come to an
agreement would threaten
the UK’s post-2019 “transi-
tion phase” and bring the
prospect of a hard Brexit –
and a hard border in Ireland
– closer.

Despite Ms May’s rejec-
tion of the proposals, there
were signs that London re-
mains anxious to keep the ne-
gotiations on track to agree a
deal on the transition phase.
British government spokes-
people continued to insist
that Ms May stands by a De-
cember agreement between
the EU and UK – on which yes-
terday’s draft treaty was
based – and by the Belfast
Agreement.

However, DUP MPs and
Brexiteers in Ms May’s party
condemned the EU text, with
the prominent Tory MP Ja-
cob Rees-Mogg warning that
Ireland would be the biggest
loser in a no-deal scenario.

Guarantees
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Simon Coveney played down
the idea of customs checks be-
tween Britain and Northern
Ireland. He said that guaran-
tees in the December deal
from Britain that there
would be no divergence be-
tween the North and the rest
of the UK were a matter for
Ms May’s government.

“We are not hardening
our position, we are simply
holding our position,” Mr Co-
veney said.

In the Dáil, Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar said “there will be
people, hardline Brexiteers,
and some politicians in
Northern Ireland, who will
say ‘No’, who will be angry at
what they see today. But just
saying ‘No’ and just being an-
gry isn’t enough,” he said,
adding that it was “incum-
bent” on these people to
come up with alternatives.

The Irish Times under-
stands that the Department
of Foreign Affairs has re-
ceived contingency plans
from all Government depart-
ments for a hard Brexit, in-
cluding plans for emergency
legislation and new facilities
for increased checks at air-
ports and ports.
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Status red snowand ice
warning for this eveningwith
significant accumulations in
Leinster andUlster.
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Upto40cmof snowforecast to fall by
noon tomorrow inLeinster andMunster

Public transport suspended fromthis
afternoonasstatus redwarning issued

Hundredsofpeopletaketo
the“slopes”inBushyPark,
Terenure,Dublin.
Photograph:BryanO’Brien
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3 Comment4

Analysis5
Newspaper analysis goes beyond the 
immediate facts of a news story and 
places them in a broader and deeper 
context, assessing and evaluating their 
wider impact beyond the immediacy of a 
specifi c event. 

The big freeze is set to cost more than 
€160m as the blizzard keeps most of the 
country housebound.
Industry sources expect the economic 
cost to shops, restaurants and bars will 
be more than €70m each day - following 
a shutdown of most businesses and 
transport modes yesterday and today.

Transport companies such as Dublin 
Bus, Irish Rail and Bus Éireann have all 
eff ectively been in shutdown since early 
on Wednesday.

Both bus companies closed entirely 
yesterday and today.

Irish Rail and Dublin Bus are both 
expected to experience revenue losses 
for fares of around €600,000 for each 
day, working out at €1.2m each over the 
course of the two days.

Bus Éireann is anticipating revenue 
losses of around €250,000 for the two 
days without any services.

Insurance Ireland say it is too diffi  cult to 
estimate the damage cost of this latest 
blizzard.

However, the last big freezes in Ireland in 
January and December 2010 saw payouts 
of €297m and €224m respectively.

The restaurant sector alone lost 
around €50m in revenue, as businesses 
count the cost of the weather-related 
disruption.

Business lobby groups, for the most 
part, shied away from estimating the 
cost in lost revenue, but Restaurants 
Association of Ireland chief Adrian 
Cummins said it would be around the 
€50m mark for his members.

Comment can take the form of a 
newspaper editorial or it can be the 
personal opinion of a journalist or 
contributor.

If the country was a company, Ireland Inc 
would be reported as having undergone 
a disorderly wind-down. At short notice, 
its internal infrastructure, including 
Government offi  ces, failed to function. 
Short of taking in the roads (‘Father Ted’-
style), the instructions not to travel couldn’t 
have been any clearer.

There was a run on the national currency...
which apparently is now bread.
And the CEO, Leo Varadkar, made a moody 
statement telling workers the next 24 hours 
“are going to be a challenge for us”.

But hopefully by the end of today we’ll be 
able to say that the future for Ireland Inc 
looks positive.

Perhaps what’s more remarkable than 
the fact that the Government called for a 
national shutdown is the fact that people 
listened.

By 4pm the country had heeded the 
warnings. Housing Minister Eoghan 
Murphy, along with Mr Hogan and Ms 
Cusack, beat their own retreat to Buswell’s 
Hotel across from Leinster House where 
they waited it out.

This evening the country faces a new 
challenge. The shops will be restocked, and 
in time roads will be cleared.

Local authorities, the Defence Forces and 
the Government must relaunch Ireland. 
And the pressure will be on to do it in an 
orderly fashion.

Country braces for total shutdown
■ Cork City faces high tides and
flooding as storm approaches

Fiachra Ó Cionnaith,
Eoin English,
and Niall Murray
The country is facing total
shutdown from 4pm today
with people ordered to stay
indoors, schools and colleges
closed, rail and bus services
hal ted ,  and  motoris ts
warned it would be “sui-
cidal” to take to the roads.

The warning was issued as
it was confirmed the “Beast
From The East” and Storm
Emma will clash directly
over Ireland today. The Gov-
ernment said between 22cm
and 28cm of snow will fall by
tomorrow afternoon.

People in Cork City, which
will be among the first areas
hit  by the storm, face a

Quay, Albert Quay, Proby’s
Quay, French’s Quay, Lanc-
aster Quay, Sullivan’s Quay
and Lower Glanmire Rd.

A spokesman for Cork City
Council said it does not pro-
pose to issue sandbags but
will have a limited supply of
gel-bags available for collec-
tion at the council’s Angle-
sea  Ter race  depot  from
9.30am to 1pm today.

A number of road closures
and traffic restrictions will
be implemented before the
flood events.

The city council’s severe
weather  response  team
will continue to meet today
to assess the threats posed
by the  severe  snow and
flood risk.

News: 4&5

Storm Emma will coincide
with a period of high astro-
nomical spring tides from
5.15pm, and at each high tide
until 7.45am on Monday.

The combination of factors
will  result in tide levels
higher than what are natu-
ral, putting low-lying areas
of the city centre at risk of
flooding before and after all
the high tides.

The highest risk of flood-
ing is around Morrison’s Is-
land, Union Quay, South
Ter race,  Lavitt ’s  Quay,
Kyrl’s St, Kyrl’s Quay, Cross-
es Green, Sharman Craw-
ford St,  and Wandesford
Quay.

There is a lower level of
flood risk along South Mall,
Lapps Quay, MacSwiney

peated last night by Ibec.
Transport Minister Shane

Ross said up to 38cm of snow
will fall by tomorrow after-
noon.

“In the blizzards you may
not be able to see the hand in
front of  your face.  total
white-out... Most import-
antly, stay safe,” said Mr
Varadkar.

In Cork City, authorities
urged those living and work-
ing in flood-risk areas to
take steps to protect their
property before 4pm, when
the “stay indoors” advisory
kicks in.

Aside from the blizzard
conditions, the low pressure,
the  s trong  southerly  to
south-easterly winds, and
storm surge associated with

Mr Hogan said Bus Éi-
reann and Dublin Bus routes
have been cancelled, while
Iarnród Éireann and the
Luas will operate a “con-
strained” service up to 2pm.

His warnings were echoed
by forecaster Evelyn Cusack,
who said temperatures will
drop to minus-7C in some
places and that Storm Emma
and the Arctic winds known
as “the beast from the east”
will converge over Ireland
today.

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
said the “exceptional bliz-
zard-like conditions” means
people should not venture
outdoors while the red warn-
ing are in place. He asked
businesses to assess if they
need to open at all, a view re-

Munster and Leinster, will
stay at home today and to-
morrow. The directive also
applies to further education
and third-level colleges in
the counties covered by the
red status warning.

The decision toclose fol-
lowed criticism of Education
Minister Richard Bruton for
allowing, up to that point,
discretion for schools in red
status warning areas on
whether to open.

Hundreds  o f  schools
across several counties had
already told parents to keep
children at home early yes-
terday, and closures began
around college campuses
during the day as the extent
of the weather and travel dis-
ruption became evident.

heavy  snow and s trong
winds,” said Mr Hogan.

“Having considered the
Met  Éireann warning
and the likely impact of the
blizzard conditions, and for
reasons of public safety, we
are advising people should
not venture out of doors
when the red-level warning
is in place.

“It would be suicidal to go
driving in the conditions, in
blizzard-like conditions. Do
not be out there from 4pm.”

Almost  1m students ,
including more than 750,000
at tending  schools  in

further hazard as they brace
for high tides and flooding.

National Emergency Co-
ordination Group chairman
Sean Hogan urged the public
to heed the official warnings.

He  said  the  red-a ler t
weather  warnings  for
Leinster and Munster until
noon tomorrow are in place
to protect people’s lives.

“We have not experienced
blizzard conditions, 110km
winds, since 1982, and the
reports from that time indi-
cate the serious and life-
threatening  condit ions
which may be posed from

SNOW DAY: Main, an aerial panoramic view of Kinsale Harbour as Storm Emma hit the country; and, above, from left, Dagmara Jakkububowicz, Carrigaline, walks Bubu around the pond in the Community Park in the Cork town yesterday; Cork City’s Shaky Bridge yesterday morning;
sunrise at Crosshaven, Co Cork; and Phoenix Park’s fallow deer in the snow yesterday morning. Pictures: John Allen; David Creedon/Anzenberger; Viva Media; Joleen Cronin; Crispin Rodwell

RSA makes €1.7m windfall
from L-drivers missing test

The targeted date was the
first quarter of 2014, but four
years later, the level of “no
shows” has not decreased.

A review of the strategy in
November 2016 attributed
the failure to reduce levels to
a  recr ui tment  embargo
which impeded the recruit-
ment of a sufficient number
of driver testers to ensure
on-demand testing.

A new target date was set
for first quarter of 2018, but
there has still been no reduc-
tion in the number of no-
shows.

Susan Gray,  a  spokes-
woman for the road safety
group Parc, said the level of
no-shows is  not  be ing
regarded with proper ur-
gency. Ms Grey’s husband
Steve was struck and killed
by a car driven by an un-
accompanied learner driver
in 2004.

“Since 2014, they are wait-
ing to employ more testers
according to their own strat-
egy,” she says.

tivity is being lost every year
because people don’t turn
up,” he said.

“It is being abused but we
can’t compel them to sit the
test. We are trying to find a
way to stop [the abuse] but it
is not easy.”

He denied there was any
conflict of interest in the
authority benefiting finan-
cially from the high “no
show” rate. “That’s not how
we do our business,” he said.
“Our priority over every-
thing is road safety.”

The  authori ty  has
repeatedly stated that the
failure of learners to sit the
test is a contributory factor
to fatalities on the road.

The RSA’s long term strat-
egy 2013-2020 included a
pledge to “reduce long-term
reliance on multiple learner
permits  by  introducing
measures to ensure that
learner permit holders sit
a driving test before they
can obtain a subsequent
learner permit.”

Michael Clifford

Almost 20,000 L-drivers fail
to show for their driving test
every year, resulting in a
€1.7m windfall for the Road
Safety Authority.

If an L-driver fails to show
for a test, and then reapplies,
they are allowed to drive for
another 12 months under the
L plate. The high level of “no-
shows” is attributed to this
automatic extension.

Since 2013, the Road Safety
Authority (RSA) is allowed
to pocket the €85 test appli-
cation fee for every no-show,
which nets the authority
about €1.7m annually. Any
significant reduction in the
level of no-shows would have
a corresponding reduction
in income for the RSA.

Brian Farrell, of the RSA,
said the authority has been
engaged with the Depart-
ment of Transport over a
long period attempting to
address the issue.

“Over six weeks of produc-

Government ‘not provoking’ UK on Brexit
ever  agree  to  i t”  as  i t
“threatens the constitutional
integrity” of Britain.

Fur thermore,  Bri t ish
foreign secretary  Boris
Johnson blamed the fresh
Brexit row on efforts to frus-
trate Britain’s exit from the
EU. “What is going on at the
moment is that the issue of
the Northern Irish border is
being used quite a lot politi-
cally to try to keep the UK in
the customs union, effec-
tively the single market, so
we cannot really leave the
EU, that is what is going on.”

News: 6

checks entering the area.
The Government says it is

satisfied with the draft text,
but Tánaiste Simon Coveney
denied attempts were being
made to “provoke” Britain or
Prime Minister Theresa
May. In the Dáil, Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar said the text in
“black and white” set out
how to avoid a hard border.

All eyes will now turn to
Ms May and what her re-
sponse will be in a special
speech tomorrow. Address-
ing unionist and Tory rejec-
tions yesterday, she said
“no UK prime minister could

erode Britain’s constitu-
t ional  r ights ,  putt ing  a
border down the Irish Sea.
But Mr Barnier insisted: “I
am not trying to create any
shock waves. I want these ne-
gotiations to be a success.”

The 120-page draft text
says the North would be
considered  par t  o f  the
customs territory of the EU,
a backstop option agreed by
Dublin, Brussels and London
in December. There would
be a common regulatory
area  Nor th  and  South
governing customs, energy
and agriculture, with EU-UK

triggered outrage in the
Tory-led government in Lon-
don and also among union-
ists in the North. His hard-
line Brexit stance is that the
fallback position after Brexit
will keep the North in the EU
customs union with its trade
rules, unless London comes
up with a unique solution.

Brexiteers claim this will

Juno McEnroe

The Government has denied
trying to provoke Britain
with a special status deal for
the North amid accusations
the EU is trying to use the
border to stop Brexit.

EU Brexi t  negot iator
Michel Barnier’s draft with-
drawal text for the UK has

Inside

News
A woman who has
accused two rugby
players of rape was
branded a ‘silly girl’ who
was ‘causing trouble’ in
messages exchanged
among their friends, a
court has heard. Page: 7

Life/Style
This World Book Day, Ellie
O’Byrne talks to Cork
booksellers about the
future of their businesses
and the role of bookshops.

Page: 11

Cork ‘can be
Canary Wharf’
Pádraig Hoare

Cork can become the Canary
Wharf of Ireland when it comes
to financial services, according
to the boss of a company that
will become the anchor tenant
of the €90m Navigation Square
development at the city’s dock-
lands. Deutsche Börse Group
said it was to expand activities
in Cork to reflect the growing
funds business of its post-trade
services arm Clearstream.

Clearstream managing di-
rector and Cork native David
Brosnan said it was a proud
day for the firm, and that he
believed the docklands area
would become “the Canary
Wharf of the financial services
sector in Ireland”.

Business: 12

We apologise to
readers...
... but due to the severe
weather conditions and the
knock-on effect on transport,
we have been unable to in-
clude coverage of last night’s
FA Cup replay between Totten-
ham Hotspur and Rochdale.
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HOW TO CONDUCT 
AN INTERVIEW

An interview is one of the best sources of news. 
Talking to someone, asking questions, asking the right 

questions is a great way of eliciting information.
Some of the best, most informative and interesting 

stories have come from interviews. 

Tutorial
News



5) Note taking
Make sure you take down the details correctly. 
Not much good if you can’t read your writing aft erwards!
If you plan to record (either audio or video) the interview make 
sure the device is working properly, you have enough storage 
room and batt ery power.

6) Listen
You’re there to listen, not to talk. Let them do the talking and 
then make sure you gather plenty of quotes.

7) Wrap up
Just before you leave, make sure you’ve asked all your 
questions and covered all the topics.
Then ask the “bucket question” - “Is there anything else you 
feel I should know / you would like to tell me”?
Get a phone number, in case you need to double check any 
details later.

8) Read it
Always read what you write. Make sure the transcript of your 
interview makes sense, reads well, is accurate and a fair 
refl ection of the interview.

15

Make sure you 
take down the 

details correctly. 
Not much good if 
you can't read 
your writing 
afterwards!

1) The more you do your 
homework in advance, the 
easier it will be.
Find out as much as possible about the person you are 
interviewing in advance - your background knowledge will tell 
your subject you are really interested in their story.

2) Be ready
Try to anticipate what kind of story you will end up with. You 
should know what to expect from the interview, but keep an 
open mind in case there’s a diff erent story - a bett er angle - or 
a second story.

3) Key questions
• Write down your questions in advance.
•  Have an idea of what information you want to get - that 

should help you frame your questions.
• Make sure you cover all the key areas you want to talk about.
•  Be realistic - there’s no point asking 50 questions, if you only 

have time, or room in your article, for 10.
•  Work out the timing - how long your questions will take to 

ask, how long the interviewee will allow you.
•  Don’t be afraid to ask about the time in advance - nothing 

worse than turning up only to discover that the person you 
are interviewing has only 10 minutes to talk.

•  Be interesting - if you ask boring questions, you’ll get boring 
answers.

4) Be right
Check and double check every detail. If the answer is not clear, 
or you don’t understand it, don’t be afraid to ask it again.
Check the spelling of names, addresses and other unusual 
details - don’t presume you know. It would be a pity to get 
personal or other details wrong because you didn’t take time 
to check.
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Digital Media

Social media has transformed 
how news is gathered, read, 
viewed, shared and circulated.

Since the advent of the internet, our means 
of communication have greatly expanded, 
completely transforming the world of news. 
The digital era has introduced an instantaneous 
way of accessing news, often through news 
snippets online or through social media 
channels. This means at every second there are 
multiple news channels providing users with 
instant news feeds.

The news publishing industry has always 
been innovative and dynamic and today’s 
newspaper publishers have evolved from 
daily print publishers to 24/7 news providers. 
Content is being delivered to readers faster 
than ever, and news publishers have embraced 
technologies and innovations that allow them 
provide greater value to the reader.

Every Irish newspaper has their own news 
website or multiple websites which off er 

the same news as the printed newspaper 
along with additional unique online content 
including interactive content such as videos, 
podcasts, live feeds, and breaking news.  
Journalists across the newspaper publishing 
industry have become tech-savvy and their 
role is constantly evolving. In today’s web-fi rst 
approach, the main focus often is on breaking 
news and getting those stories on the web as 
fast as possible, on a 24-hour-a-day, 7-days-a-
week news cycle. Some publications have set 
up “continuous news desks” with dedicated 
staff s that produce round-the-clock breaking 
news for the web.

Along with constant innovation, traditional 
news values must continue to be embraced 
and celebrated: reporting, verifying, fact 
checking and gathering eyewitness statements, 
to enable news publishers’ core mission of 
helping readers become informed citizens.
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For journalists and news 
organisations, social networks 

provide an opportunity for 
connecting with people, 

distributing news stories and 
complementing news coverage 

with feeds from social media

•  Today’s reporters use 
social media to break news 
stories, converse with 
people and showcase 
their stories

• News organisations all 
have their own pages on 
social networks, such as a 
fan page on Facebook, and 
use that to alert people to 
important news stories 

•  Journalists regularly use 
social networks to fi nd 
sources for stories, such as 
eye witness reports during 
major events

How Journalists 
Use Social Media

POPULAR 
IRISH JOURNALISTS 

ON TWITTER

@cooper_m 
Presenter, 
The Last Word, Today FM

@fi onnansheahan
Editor,
Irish Independent

@ElaineByrne
Columnist,
Sunday Business Post

@leeoft hemail
Political Editor, 
Mail on Sunday 

@roisiningle
Deputy Features Editor, 

The Irish Times 

@McConnellDaniel  
Political Editor, 
Irish Examiner



comment and analysis 
on the fallout from the 

Front page
FROM TWEET TO
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From Twitter to Website
As the trial result spread like wildfi re on social media, 
newspaper websites layered updates and reaction 
to the breaking news, as the outcome reinforced 
already divided opinion on the case. However, unlike 
much social media commentary, newspaper coverage 
adhered to Ireland’s strict Defamation and Contempt 
of Court laws - and maintained standards of decency 
while navigating a fraught landscape of deeply 
divergent opinions and emotions.

The Belfast Rape Trial
One of the most discussed and controversial events 
of 2018 was the Belfast trial of Ireland rugby players 
Paddy Jackson and Stuart Olding on charges of 
rape. Throughout the court case public opinion was 
sharply divided and the outcome eagerly anticipated. 
Immediately aft er Jackson and Olding were found 
not guilty the news spread rapidly on Twitt er.

Social media has revolutionised the traditional news cycle. Breaking news is now routinely created 
and published instantly by anybody with a smartphone and a Twitter or Facebook account, 
whether it’s US President Trump sacking his Secretary of State by tweet, or journalists reporting on 
major events closer to home.
People now expect to be able to get breaking news instantly on their mobile devices, whether it’s 
the latest news on Brexit, the result of a referendum, or updates on live sporting events, and they 
know they can rely on newspapers for the crucial additional insight and analysis.

1

2
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From Website to Front Page
The following morning’s newspaper front pages were dominated by the 
trial result, with each publication also devoting several inside pages of 
analysis and commentary, refl ecting the national conversation on one of 
the most contentious cases of recent years, and underlining the unique 
role of newspapers in stimulating informed and important public debate.
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 »Olding ‘deeply regrets’ events & upset that night
 »Rally at court calls for change in justice system
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Paddy Jackson outside court yesterday

Blane McIlroy denied exposure charge
Rory Harrison denied withholding info

Stuart Olding was accused of rape

by jilly beattie said: “I regret deeply the events of that evening. It was never my intention to cause any upset to anyone on that night.” 
Their friends Blane McIlroy and Rory Harrison were also found not guilty to the delight of their families and supporters in the public gallery.

However, a rally is due to take place at Laganside Courts today by a group claiming the criminal justice system is not fit for purpose. 

RUgbY star Paddy Jack-son’s solicitor yesterday said his acquittal came despite “vile” Twitter  commentary that threat-ened the trial. 
The Ireland player was found not guilty of rape and sexual assault after spending the last nine weeks on trial at Belfast Crown Court.

His team-mate Stuart Olding was also acquitted of rape and 

tHe trial tHat griPPeD tHe nation: Pages 2,3,4,5,6 anD 7

TV chefs’ guide 
to cooking up 
an Easter feast

treat tHe faMily: Page 30

€1.30
THURSDAY

MARCH 29, 2018

first for breaking news

TV chefs’ guide 
to cooking up 
TV chefs’ guide 
to cooking up 
TV chefs’ guide 

an Easter feast
to cooking up 
an Easter feast
to cooking up 

treat

R2

SportsThursday

Rossdefends
hisposition
Minister
gets a grilling
over grants

‘Mostdifficult’ rapetrialends in
acquittalofall fouraccused

‘Lossofconfidence’
ashomeless
families increase

Caribbean
style for
¤2.5m

Coloniallife
bytheDargle What do

unionists
want ?

CONORGALLAGHER
inBelfast

Ireland and Ulster Rugby play-

ers Paddy Jackson and Stuart

Olding have been acquitted of

raping a 19-year-old Belfast stu-

dent, following less than four

hours of jury deliberations.
Their friend Blane McIlroy

was acquitted of exposing him-

self to the woman and Rory Har-

rison was found not guilty of

two counts of attempting to cov-

er for his friends afterwards by

misleading police and withhold-

ing information.
The woman alleged Mr Jack-

son had vaginally raped her

while Mr Olding orally raped

her in Mr Jackson’s bedroom

during a nightclub after-party.

She alleged Mr McIlroy then en-

tered the room naked, thrust

his penis at her and said: “You

f***ed those lads. Why not me?”

All three men said the wom-

an performed consensual oral

sex on them and denied any in-

tercourse took place.
The now 21-year-old com-

plainant said Mr Harrison

dropped her home and comfort-

ed her. She said she had no com-

plaint with Mr Harrison but po-

lice alleged he withheld infor-

mation and deleted messages

from his phone in an attempt to

protect his friends.
At 12.20pm yesterday, on

day 42 of the trial, the jury of

eight men and three women

passed a note to Judge Patricia

Smyth stating it had a verdict.
The judge informed the

court she would not tolerate

any public outbursts before the

forewoman announced not

guilty verdicts on all counts.
Judge Smyth thanked the ju-

rors for their commitment to

the case. “This has probably

been the most difficult trial that

any jury in Northern Ireland

has had to sit on,” she said.
Outside court, Mr Jackson

emerged with his solicitor to

make a short statement thank-

ing the judge and jury.
His solicitor Joe McVeigh

made a much longer statement,

criticising the complainant, the

police and social media.
“Consistency had never been

a feature of the complainant’s

evidence long before she en-

tered the witness box so these

acquittals should come as no

surprise,” he said.
“Itisourbeliefthatthisinvesti-

gation has been characterised by

a blind eye being turned to the in-

adequacies in the evidence of the

complainant combined with ap-

parent investigative bias.”
Mr McVeigh also criticised

the “vile commentary ex-

pressed on social media” which

he said “has polluted the sphere

of public discourse and raised

real concerns about the integri-

ty of the trial process”.
HesaidMrJackson’s mainpri-

ority now was to resume playing

for his province and country.
The IRFU released a short

statement later “noting” the

verdict and stating a review will

be conducted into the men’s be-

haviour. In the meantime, they

will not play for Ireland.

Apologise
Mr Olding also released a short

statement in which he said,

though no criminal offence

took place, he wanted to apolo-

gise to the complainant.
“I want to acknowledge that

the complainant came to court

and gave evidence about her

perception of those events.
“I am sorry for the hurt that

was caused to the complainant.

It was never my intention to

cause any upset to anyone on

that night.”
Later PSNI Det Chief Supt

Paula Hilman said the com-

plainant was “upset and disap-

pointed” with the verdict but

had not expressed any regrets

about proceeding with the case.

Theofficer said she was disap-

pointed at comments the trial

would deter victims of rape from

coming forward, adding that the

PSNI had received a higher than

average number of complaints

since the trial began.
She also rejected Mr

McVeigh’s assertion that the de-

cision to prosecute Mr Jackson

was driven by the fact he was a

well-known figure.

KITTY HOLLAND
SocialAffairsCorrespondent

As new figures show a huge in-

crease in the number of home-

less families, two of Ireland’s

leading housing campaigners

say they have “lost all confi-

dence” in the Government’s

commitment to addressing the

crisis.
Sr Stanislaus Kennedy and

Fr Peter McVerry issued a joint

statement last night as latest

figures show there are now al-

most 10,000 people homeless

across Ireland, including 3,755

children.
Data from the Department

of Housing shows almost 500

children became homeless last

month– thebiggest monthly in-

crease since current data gath-

ering began in 2014.
BetweenJanuary andFebru-

ary, the number of homeless

people increased by 703 from

9,104 to 9,807.

Homelesschildren
During the week of February

20th-26th, there were 3,755

homeless children in1,739 fam-

ilies, compared with 3,267

homelesschildren in 1,517 fami-

lies in January.
In February 2017, there

were7,421 peoplehomeless, in-

cluding 2,546 children in 1,239

families. This represents a

32 per cent increase in overall

homelessness,a 40 per cent in-

crease in family homelessness,

and a 47 per cent increase in

the number of homeless chil-

dren.
Minister for Housing Eo-

ghan Murphy said the figures

seemed to “indicate a very wor-

rying trend”.
Mr Murphy blamed a lack of

supply as the main cause for

the rise. “All of the trends, all of

the indicators are pointing to a

very dramatic increase in hous-

ing supply over the course of

2018 and into 2019 and as those

homes are built, they are going

to have an impact in reducing

the number of people in home-

less accommodation.”
Describing the Govern-

ment’s Rebuilding Ireland plan

to tackle the housing crisis as

“deeply flawed”, Fr McVerry

said it was presented “with a

stack of press statements

aimed primarily at presenting

a positive picture”.
Sr Stan said she was “deeply

concerned” at the Govern-

ment’s continued emphasis on

family hubs as a means to ad-

dress the crisis for families. She

said there was “no sense of ur-

gency”in theGovernment’s ap-

proach.
Others described the figures

as “shocking”, “unacceptable”

and indicativeof a crisis“spiral-

ling out of control”.
Focus Ireland, the lead agen-

cyworking with homeless fami-

lies in Dublin, said the Govern-

ment was failing to tackle the

deepening crisis.

Brexitor
theunion

Housingcampaigners sayGovernment

hasnosenseof urgency to tackle crisis

■ Eoghan
Murphy said
figures seemed
to “indicate a
veryworrying
trend”
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KEVINO’SULLIVAN
Environment&ScienceEditor

Scientists in the US have identi-

fied a new human organ – the

body’s 80th – in a discovery

they hope will help understand

how cancer spreads.
Layers long thought to be

dense, connective tissue are ac-

tually a series of fluid-filled com-

partments, which researchers

have termed the “interstitium”.

Its existence was demonstrated

using a new technique for gen-

erating images from inside the

body.
These compartments are

found beneath the skin, as well

as lining the gut, lungs, blood

vessels and muscles, and join to-

gether to form a network.
Analysis published in the

journal Scientific Reports is the

first to identify these spaces col-

lectively as a new organ. It was

widely believed there are 79 or-

gans in the human body, the in-

terstitium would make the

80th.
The team behind the discov-

ery suggest the compartments

may act as “shock absorbers”

that protect body tissues from

damage.
Researchers at Mount Sinai

Beth Israel Medical Center in

New York came across the or-

gan while searching for cancer

in a patient’s bile duct.
They noticed cavities that did

not match any previously

known human anatomy, and ap-

proached New York University

pathologist Dr Neil Theise.
“It’s a fluid cell highway,” he

explained. “When [cancerous

cells] get into this layer, that’s

when they spread.”
Meanwhile, scientists from

Trinity College Dublin, work-

ing with researchers from the

US and UK, have discovered a

new metabolic process in the

body that can switch off inflam-

mation.
The discovery opens up a

strong possibility of more effec-

tive treatment of diseases such

as arthritis, inflammatory bow-

el disease and heart disease.
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analysis and commentary, refl ecting the national conversation on one of 
the most contentious cases of recent years, and underlining the unique 
role of newspapers in stimulating informed and important public debate.
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Justice?
A young woman grilled by four 

barristers over eight days. The 

disturbing sexual antics – and 

bragging – of sports stars laid 

bare. Accuser and accused vilified 

online. After the most shocking 

rape trial of our time sees 

all four acquitted, did 

ANY good come out of 

this unedifying process?
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said: “I regret deeply the events of that evening. It was never my intention to cause any upset to 

Their friends Blane McIlroy and Rory Harrison were also found not guilty to the delight of their families and supporters 

However, a rally is due to take place at Laganside Courts 
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IT’S OVER

lJackson:
Thanks for
a fair trial

lOlding: I
am sorry for 
hurt caused

lPolice:
Rape claim
girl ‘upset’
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By JASON JOHNSON

RUGBY star Paddy Jackson

thanked the jury for a “fair

trial” after being acquitted

of rape and sexual assault.
Outside Belfast Crown Court

yesterday, the 26-year-old also

paid tribute to his parents “for

being here every day”. 
His Ireland teammate Stuart

Olding, 25, also found not guilty of

rape, told how he was “sorry for the

hurt caused to the complainant”. 

Detective Chief Inspector Zoe

McKee said the woman who alleged

she was attacked in Jackson’s south

Belfast home on June 28, 2016, was

“understandably upset and

disappointed with the outcome”.

a fair trial

lOlding: I

hurt caused

lPolice:

FULL COVERAGE OF THE TRIAL AND VERDICT — SEE PAGES 2,3,4,5,6,7,8&9

throughout the trial. Messages of
support for her were also trending on
Twitter last night. Detective Chief Superintendent
Paula Hilman said that the woman was
“upset and disappointed” by the jury’s
verdict. “This case has provoked much
comment and debate. While we respect
today’s verdict it should not deter
victims of serious sexual crime from
contacting police,” she said. “I would like to pay tribute to the
young woman who had the resolve and
confidence to come forward and put
her faith in police and the criminal jus-
tice system. In addition to this, she was
named on social media sites during the
trial contrary to her legal entitlement.
Any breach of this entitlement will be
investigated,” Ms Hilman added.The detective also denied the claim
by Mr Jackson’s lawyer that his profile
as a rugby player had influenced the

before she entered the witness box so
these acquittals should come as no
surprise,” Mr McVeigh said. “It is our
belief that this investigation has been
characterised by a blind eye being
turned to the inadequacies in the
evidence of the complainant, combined
with apparent investigative bias.”He called for the Northern Irish legal
authorities to develop a mechanism to
protect the integrity of the court system
in the face of widespread social media
commentary. The trial featured significantly in
online posts relating to both the
defendants and the woman. Much
of it went beyond what is permitted
during court proceedings to prevent a
mistrial. 

Despite the complainant’s anony-
mity being protected by law, her name
was spread on social media and pictures
of her were shared on WhatsApp

The PSNI is to investigate the social
media users who named the woman at
the centre of the rape case involving
Paddy Jackson and Stuart Olding.The police force and prosecutors last
night defended the handling of the case
after the four defendants were found
not guilty of all charges. Mr Jackson’s solicitor, Joe McVeigh,
said the decision to prosecute the
Ireland and Ulster player was driven by
his status as “a famous sportsman” and
that his client’s main priority was to
return to the rugby pitch to represent
his province and country.Mr McVeigh said the case should
never have been taken to court and that
inconsistencies in the woman’s account
had been ignored by investigators. “Consistency had never been a feature
of the complainant’s evidence long

Lise Hand, Aaron Rogan
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ireland edition

thursday march 29 2018 thetimes.ie | no 72495 €1.50

decision to launch a prosecution: “We
carry out investigations regardless of
standing or status.”She added: “We understand how
difficult it can be for someone to report
a rape, but let me assure you today that
if you choose to speak to police, you
will be listened to, respected, treated
sensitively, have your report thoroughly
investigated.” Mr Jackson made a brief statement
outside the court to thank his family
and lawyers but said that out of respect
for his employers he would not com-
ment further. Mr Olding made a statement
through his lawyer expressing his relief.
He apologised for the hurt caused to
the woman who accused him of rape.
“It was never my intention to cause
any upset to anyone on that night. I
don’t agree with her perception of
Continued on page 7, col 4

Paddy Jackson outside Belfast crown court yesterday after his acquittal. Despite the complainant’s identity being protected her name was spread on social media

6 Prosecutors defend case as rugby stars cleared  6 Lawyer attacks ‘onslaught of toxic contempt’

Hunt for web users who outed rape trial woman
JUSTIN KERNOGHAN/PHOTOPRESS

Coveney: nine-weekabortion
needs scan

Jennifer BrayIreland Deputy Political Editor The health minister has played down a
suggestion by Simon Coveney that
women should have to undergo a scan
between nine to 12 weeks of pregnancy
to get access to the abortion pill under
a proposed new law if the Eighth
Amendment is repealed.The tánaiste made the comment
yesterday but Simon Harris said that
doctors, not politicians, would deter-
mine when a scan was necessary.
“There is a role for politicians and there
is a role for doctors and it is very impor-
tant that the two don’t cross,” Mr Harris
said. 

Mr Coveney said he believed that a
new law, which would allow for access
to terminations until 12-weeks’ gesta-
tion, should state that a scan must take
place beyond nine-weeks’ gestation to
verify the age of the pregnancy.“The doctor will have to sign, and
there will be guidelines drawn up, and
they will certainly require a doctor to be
satisfied that they have an accurate
assessment of the age of the pregnancy.
I would suspect that between nine and
12 weeks there would be a requirement
for a scan,” he told The Pat Kenny Show
on Newstalk.The referendum on the repeal of the
Eighth Amendment will be held on
May 25. A number of the government’s
announcements around the progress of
the legislation to allow the vote have
been overshadowed by a series of com-
ments by Mr Coveney this week.On Monday, Mr Coveney an-
nounced that he had changed his mind
and supported the 12-week proposal.
On Tuesday the cabinet approved the
general scheme of the new bill that
would come into law, but the taoiseach
was forced to shoot down a proposal
from Mr Coveney to allow a two-thirds
majority vote lock in order for any
future law to be changed. Mr Varadkar
said that Mr Coveney’s plan was uncon-
stitutional.

Yesterday Mr Coveney said he be-
lieved that women should have to have
a scan if they were more than nine
weeks pregnant to verify the stage of
gestation if they were seeking access to
a termination. Mr Harris said that such
plans had not yet been agreed.“The legislation obviously will exist
in co-operation with clinical guidance,”
Mr Harris said. “The clinicians in both
the Institution of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists and the Irish College of
General Practitioners will draw up
guidelines and those guidelines consid-
er a number of issues, such as when will
it be appropriate to have a scan.“What the tánaiste was referring to
was clinical guidance in other countries
Continued on page 2, col 5

What’s Kim’s game? Retail therapy is nothingbut torture

Unrivalled analysis from the Far East Leading article, page 21World, pages 30-31

Eoghan Rice, page 22

but torture
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The PSNI is to media users who named the woman at
the centre of the rape case involving
Paddy Jackson and Stuart Olding.The police force and prosecutors last
night defended the handling of the case
after the four defendants were found
not guilty of all charges. Mr Jackson’s solicitor, Joe McVeigh,
said the decision to prosecute the
Ireland and Ulster player was driven by
his status as “a famous sportsman” and
that his client’s main priority was to
return to the rugby pitch to represent
his province and country.Mr McVeigh said the case should
never have been taken to court and that
inconsistencies in the woman’s account
had been ignored by investigators. “Consistency had never been a feature
of the complainant’s evidence long

Lise Hand, Aaron Rogan

Paddy Jackson outside Belfast crown court yesterday after his acquittal. Despite the complainant’s identity being protected her name was spread on social media

6 Prosecutors defend case as rugby stars cleared

outed rape trial woman
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ULSTER RAPE TRIAL

Louise
O’Neill

‘I believe her. I wish I could tell her that. I believe you’
woman’s lived experience.

Nevertheless, this is where we
are now and whether or not you
believe that a rape took place, it
cannot be denied that this case
has raised issues that urgently
need to be addressed.

■ Louise O’Neill is an award-
winning journalist and an
Irish Examiner columnist.
Read her full article on Page 5

do if I told you of a night that I
was broken in two? Would you
say, “I wasn’t there, was I? How
am I to know the truth?” Would
you call me a liar too?

People used to tell me that (my
book) Asking For It started a
‘national conversation’ about
rape culture, and I would much
rather we have those conver-
sations as a result of a fictional
novel than on the back of a young

It’s been difficult watching
this case play out across national
media. Listening to people dis-
cuss the case, dismissing it with
a casual, “well, none of us were
there, were we? How do we know
what went on?”

And every victim of sexual
violence in hearing distance, one
in five, watching and thinking —
And what would you say if you
heard my story? What would you

And now, on March 28, 2018,
they have been found not guilty
which is not the same as inno-
cent. I believe her. I wish I could
tell her that. I wish I could tell
her how brave she was, and how
grateful I am to her for that
courage.

I hope she has good people
around her, and a support sys-
tem to take care of her. I believe
you. I believe you. I believe you.

But I am not shocked and I can
believe it, I can believe it with
devastating ease.

For I knew this would happen.
I am a woman living in Ireland
and I have seen not guilty verdict
after not guilty verdict, sure
women are liars, aren’t they?
They regret having sex the
morning afterwards so they
decide to ruin some poor young
man’s life by crying rape.

talking about. I know.
I text back and I say that I am

shocked, that I cannot believe it.

My phone lights up, not once, but
twice, and then again and again
and again.

“Found not guilty,” a friend
texts into one WhatsApp group.
“Not guilty,” a different group
fires up. “All defendants not
guilty.”

No, is my reply. No, No, No.
My friends don’t need to explain
any further. They don’t need
to tell me what trial they are

‘Rugby
star
status
reason
for trial’
■ Police and prosecutors defend
handling of the case amid criticism

Mr McVeigh, also referred
to “vile commentary” on
social media, which he said
“polluted the sphere of pub-
lic discourse and raised real
concerns about the integ-
rity of the trial process”.

Marianne O’Kane, assist-
ant director and head of the
North’s Public Prosecution
Service’s serious crime
unit, said it was “ultimately
right” that the case had
been brought to trial.

She paid tribute to the
“cou rag e  an d  determ i-
nation of the complainant
and her family”.

She said she hoped media
coverage, which she de-
scr ibed  as  “u n prece-
dented”, would help the
public better understand
the criminal justice system.

She  urg ed  vict ims  of
crime to come forward on
the assurance “that you will
be treated with sensitivity
and respect throughout”.

that Mr Jackson’s main
priority now is to return to
the rugby pitch to represent
his province and country.

Meanwhile, in a state-
ment read by his solicitor
Paul Dougan, Mr Olding
said: “I want to acknowl-
edge publicly that though I
committed no criminal
offence on the evening of the
28th of June 2016, I regret
deeply the events of that
evening.

“I want to acknowledge
that the complainant came
to court and gave evidence
about her perception of
those events. I am sorry for
the hurt that was caused to
the complainant. It was
never my intention to cause
any upset to anyone on that
night. I don’t agree with her
perception of events, and I
maintain that everything
that happened that evening
was consensual.”

Mr Jackson’s solicitor,

early hours of June 28, 2016.
The juryreturned i ts

unanimous verdict after de-
liberating for a total of three
hours and 45 minutes.

In brief comments out-
side the court, Mr Jackson,
who was flanked by family
and friends, said: “I’d just
like to thank the judge and
the jury for giving me a fair
trial, my parents for being
here every day, as well as
my brother and sisters.”

He also thanked his bar-
risters and solicitors. But he
added: “Out of respect for
my employers, I’ve nothing
further to comment.”

Defence solicitor  Joe
McVeigh said Mr Jackson
was leaving the court as he
had entered it almost 10
weeks ago — “an innocent
man”.

The lawyer said the deci-
sion to prosecute had been
driven by his status as “a
famous sportsman”, and

in question, even though he
had not committed any
criminal offence.

Both men stated a desire
to get back playing rugby
for Ireland and Ulster as
soon as possible.

The high-profile trial was
one of  the longest  ever
heard in Belfast and gener-
ated an unprecedented level
of attention across Ireland.

Police and prosecutors
have defended their hand-
ling of the case in the wake
of scathing criticism from
Mr Jackson’s legal team,
who suggested the decision
to press ahead was driven
by his celebrity status.

According to the PSNI,
the complainant was upset
and disappointed with the
outcome of the trial, but did
not regret reporting the
matter.

The  r ug by  players
had consistently denied
raping the same woman
during an after party at
Mr Jackson’s home in the

Lesley-Anne McKeown

The re  we re  e mo t i o na l
scenes outside the court-
room as family and friends
hugged and kissed each
other.

A ft e r  ni ne  we e k s  i n
court, Ireland rugby inter-
nationals Paddy Jackson
and Stuart Olding were
acquitted of rape.

Two other men charged
in connection with the al-
leged attack were also found
not guilty.

Blane McIlroy was ac-
quitted of exposure, while
Rory Harrison was found
not guilty of perverting the
course of justice and with-
holding information.

Speaking afterwards, Mr
Jackson, who was also ac-
quitted of sexual assault,
thanked the judge and jury
for giving him a fair trial.

In a statement read by his
solicitor, team mate Mr
Olding expressed regret
about the events of the night

From left: Stuart Olding, Paddy Jackson, Rory Harrison, and Blane
McIlroy. Mr Olding and Mr Jackson were acquitted of rape. Mr
Harrison and Mr McIlroy were found not guilty on lesser charges.

Watchdog hits out at lack of
checks on vulnerable prisoner
Joe Leogue and
Sean McCarthaigh
The prison watchdog has criticised
prison officers at Cork Prison for not
carrying out regular checks on a
vulnerable prisoner who was found
dead in his cell last year.

Acting inspector of prisons, Helen
Casey also found official prison rec-
ords of times of checks on the inmate
were “incorrect and misleading.”

Ms Casey reviewed CCTV footage
which proved records that claimed
staff checked on the man four times
an hour were inaccurate.

She has subsequently warned that
“prison staff must understand that it
is a serious matter to generate offi-
cial documents that are misleading
and/or inaccurate”.

The 52-year-old married father,
who was serving a six-month prison
sentence, had received medical and
psychiatric attention while in Cork
Prison.

He died in the early hours of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, after he was placed under
special observation in a designated
Vulnerable Prisons Unit during the
previous evening.

He was found unresponsive in the
VPU at 23.38pm on January 2, and

while the report stated staff “acted
promptly when the deceased was
found to be unresponsive”, he was
pronounced dead at  1 .20am on
January 3.

However, Ms Casey reviewed
CCTV footage which showed that the
deceased inmate was twice left unat-
tended for over an hour and a half on
the night in question — despite stan-
dard operating procedures dictating
he should have been checked on
every 15 minutes.

Upon viewing the CCTV footage,
Ms Casey found six intervals where-
in the prisoner was left unattended
for more than 15 minutes on the
night he died.

The inspectors said the cause of
death was a matter for a coroner.

The dead man’s family claim
prison had contributed to his un-
timely death and said the authorities
appeared  to  be  con f u sed  over
whether he was suf fering from
physical or mental illness.

In her recommendations arising
from her investigation into the man’s
death, Ms Casey found that “All
prison personnel must appreciate
that official documents must reflect
the truth of actions taken by of-
ficers.”

Government urged to appoint
a digital safety commissioner

Among the other recommen-
dations are:
■ The appointment by primary and
post-primary schools of teachers as
“digital safety ambassadors” who
would be provided with supports and
training so that students have an
appropriate person to approach
when issues arise.
■ The establishment of a National
Strategy on Children’s Cyber Safety
outlining the Government’s plans to
address and resource issues around
cyber safety.
■ The formalisation of cyber safety
education on both the primary and
secondary school curriculums.
■ That Section 10 of the Non-Fatal
Offences Against the Person Act be
repealed and replaced with a new of-
fence of harassment which expressly
applies to harassment by all forms of
communication including through
digital and online communications.

Stephen Rogers

The Government has been urged
t o  a ppo i nt  a  d i g i t a l  s a fe t y
commissioner who would be tasked
wi t h  c o ns ul t i ng  wi t h  s o c i a l
media platforms with a view to
strengthening their safety policies
for children.

In  a l l ,  t he  Oi re a cht a s  j o i nt
committee on children and youth
affairs has made 18 recommen-
dations on cybersecurity for young
people in a report to be published
later today.

“Internet safety and security for
children and young adults is one of
the most urgent and pressing child
protection concerns facing policy
makers, parents and guardians,
teachers and, most importantly,
children and young adults them-
selves,” said committee chairman
Alan Farrell.

Paddy Jackson was the
first to give his reaction
after his acquittal. After
nine weeks in court, his
statement after the
ordeal was very short.

Page 2

Stuart Olding has already
overcome serious
injuries to fight his way
back to fitness. Now he
faces yet another major
battle — to return to the
pinnacle of his sport.
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There were no winners
but losers aplenty in the
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repercussions for all
concerned will
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time to come.
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handling of the case amid criticism
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POLICE in Northern Ireland say they hope the result of the rape trial of rugby stars Paddy Jackson and Stuart Olding does not deter victims from coming forward.
Both men were found not guilty of raping a young stu-

‘There are no 
 winners here’ ■ Olding ‘sorry for hurt caused’  ■ Jackson ‘status drove prosecution’  ■ Complainant ‘upset at verdict’Nicola Anderson  

at Laganside Crown Court
dent at a party at Mr Jackson’s Belfast home in June 2016. Mr Jackson (26) was also found not guilty of sexual assault. 

Blane McIlroy (26) was found not guilty of exposure, while Rory Harrison (25) was acquit-ted of perverting the course of justice and withholding  information. After nine weeks of evidence, the jury took just 

three hours and 45 minutes to reach a verdict.
Speaking after the verdict, PSNI Detective Chief Inspector Zoe McKee said: “There are no winners here. We do not want the decision in today’s verdict to deter victims from coming forward. And I think it’s very, very important. 

“This case was unprecedent-

ed. It was a case that has never been heard before, the com-plexity, the volume, the scale...so I would encourage everybody who wants to make a report to police to come forward.”
The complainant was said by police to be “upset and disap-pointed” at the verdict. 
Mr Olding (25) said he was “sorry for the hurt that was 

caused” to the young woman. Reiterating he had committed no criminal offence, he said: “I regret deeply the events of that evening.”
Mr Jackson’s legal team claimed his status as “a fa-mous sportsman” was behind the decision to prosecute him.
Meanwhile, a privacy lawsuit being taken by both rugby play-

ers against the BBC will now go ahead following their acquittal at Belfast Crown Court. The action, initiated in 2016 after their identities were reported prior to them being charged, had been put on hold pending the outcome of the rape trial.

Paddy Jackson 
leaving Belfast 
Crown Court after 
he was found not 
guilty. Photo: PA

Ulster rugby 
rape trial – not 
guilty verdicts

15 pages of reaction, 
comment and analysis 
on the fallout from the 
landmark case with 
Nicola Anderson, 
Martina Devlin, 

Vincent Hogan and 
Ellen O’Malley 
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Headline
Catchy headlines 
help grab the att ention

Tutorial

The main diff erences between a feature and a 
news story are style and length.

Whereas news is straight-up factual and strictly 
structured, features are longer, more analytical 
and soft er focussed.

Features can vary widely, from fashion to 
diet fads, celebrity profi les to human interest 
stories. They can accompany a news story, or 
in most cases they have their own section in 
newspapers and magazines.

Features

Writing a feature aff ords the 
journalist the luxury to use 
more colourful, descriptive 

language. In addition, a feature 
story doesn’t have to follow the 
conventional structure of a news 
story, i.e. the most important part of 
the story at the top of the article.

With a feature, once you catch 
the reader’s att ention from the 
start, you can then build to the 
climax, or the main point, and work 
around that with descriptions or 
important information on the topic. 

It is a common style for journalists 
to start a feature with a very 
graphic, descriptive introduction 
to draw in the reader, building the 
information slowly but surely, and 
then round it off  nicely, lett ing 
the reader feel satisfi ed that 
they know all they need about 
the subject by the last line. 

Some writers end lighter stories 
with a funny line at the end, 

others with a knock-em-dead 
punchline - a ‘shock’ tactic. 

Others fi nish with a technique of 
referring back to the line at the 
start and ‘tying it up nicely’.
As well as off ering journalists a 
greater range of writing styles, 
feature pages also off er real scope 
to page designers.

Some of the best looking pages in 
newspapers and magazines are 
oft en the features pages because 
the design rule book is thrown away.

The pages are meant to be colourful, 
striking and controversial, fi rstly to 
hook the reader, and secondly to 
diff erentiate the features section 
from other parts of the paper.

The hook for a feature is oft en a 
news story - the story behind the 
story as it were.

How to write 
a feature

What is a 
feature?

Features

the design rule book is thrown away.

The pages are meant to be colourful, 

For people
who aspire
to inspire.
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Thailand’s supreme court has
setAugust 25thas thedate for a
verdict in the trial of the coun-
try’s formerprimeministerYin-
gluck Shinawatra, who is ac-
cused of wasting billions of dol-
lars ona rice subsidy scheme.
Ms Yingluck, overthrown in

a2014militarycoup, facesupto
10 years in jail if found guilty in
the trial, which has been going
on for 18 months. Yesterday

was the last day for witness
hearings. Ms Yingluck can
makeaclosingstatementonAu-
gust 1st, the court said.
Ms Yingluck and her Puea

Thai Party say the trial is politi-
cally motivated, aimed at dis-
crediting a populist movement
that has helped the Shinawatra
clan win every election since
2001. Ms Yingluck’s brother
Thaksin Shinawatra intro-

duced the rice programme be-
fore he himself was ousted in a
2006coup.
But Ms Yingluck took it a

step further by offering to buy
rice from farmers at up to 50
per cent above market prices.
Themeasure helped her sweep
to power in 2011, but govern-
ment losses from the scheme –
which also distorted global rice
prices – fuelledprotests that led

to her removal. Ms Yingluck,
however, remains popular
amongher supporters, particu-
larly in the northeast, Thai-
land’s poorest region.
Hundreds of supporters at

the court cheered Ms Yingluck
at the court yesterday – defying
junta leader Prayuth
Chan-ocha’s request for her fol-
lowers to stay away.
– (Reuters)

CLIFFORDCOONAN
inBeijing

North Korea’s economy
shruggedoff tough internation-
alsanctionsover itsnuclearpro-
gramme to expand by 3.9 per
cent last year, the fastest pace
in 17 years, data fromSouthKo-
rea’s central bankhas shown.
As well as cranking up ten-

sions in the region, North Ko-
rea’s military spending, includ-
ing investment innuclearweap-
ons tests and missile launches,
helped give the economy a
boost,ShinSeung-cheol,anoffi-
cial at the Bank of Korea’s eco-
nomic statistics department,
told theYonhapnews agency.
The growth mainly came

from industries such as mining
and manufacturing, as well as
utilities such as electricity, gas
andwater supplies.
TheBankofKorea said itwas

the highest growth rate since
1999 when the economy grew
6.1percent.Lastyear, theisolat-
ed economy, which is believed
to be heavily reliant on fuel and
investment from its ideological
ally and neighbour China,
shrank by 1.1 per cent because
of adevastating drought.

Another official speaking to
Yonhap said the North Korean
economic situation remained
parlous. “North Korea’s eco-
nomic structure is very fragile
and is not really set up for high
growth,” the official said.

Chinalinks
News of strong growth is likely
to bring attention back to Chi-
na’s links to North Korea.
While they are traditionally al-
lies, their friendship has been
strainedbyNorthKorea’s insist-
ence on pursuing nuclear capa-

bilities despite Chinese re-
quests for it to stop and to join
dialogueon the issue.
US president Donald Trump

has been putting pressure on
China to do more to rein in
Pyongyang’s nuclear ambitions
but Beijing says it has limited
scope for this.
China accounts for 93 per

cent of North Korea’s foreign
trade and mineral resources
are a key part of their bilateral
trade.
The Bank of Korea believes

per capita income in the North

is about 1.46 million won
(¤1,120), which works out at
about 4.5 per cent of that in the
South.
North Korea has been strug-

gling tobring in foreign curren-
cy since the UN Security Coun-
cil passed a resolution in No-
vember that tightened sanc-
tions, including cutting the
country’s coal exports, after it
conducted its fourth and fifth
nuclear tests.

Ballisticmissile
Despite slowing trade, North
Korea has still been able to de-
velopwhat it says is an intercon-
tinental ballistic missile capa-
ble of reaching theUS.
The South Korean unifica-

tion ministry has renewed its
callonNorthKorea toaccept its
offerofdialogue in thedemilita-
rised zone that divides the two
countries since theKoreanWar
(1950-53) ended without a
peace treaty.
North Korea’s main newspa-

per,Rodong Sinmun, said itwas
“nonsense” for Seoul to hope
for improved relations as long
as it continued to back sanc-
tions and hold joint naval drills
with theUS.

When she heard reports that BokoHaram

was approaching her home town three

yearsago,ZainabeuHamayajihad to think

quickly. The Islamist militant group –

whose name roughly translates as “West-

ern Education is Forbidden” – had been

terrorising the northeast of Nigeria since

2009, and now it was moving on toMada-

gali.
The 47-year-old’s biggest concern was

her eldest daughter, Hassana Isa. At 12,

she was young enough to enjoy childish

gameswith her siblings, but old enough to

be chosen as a wife for one of the violent

militants whose organisation was becom-

ing synonymous with destruction and

bloodshed.
In thatmoment, Hamayaji made a deci-

sion that would change all of her family’s

lives. Speaking about it now, a range of

emotions flicker across her face as she re-

counts what happened next. She is sitting

in an old schoolroom-turned camp for the

displaced in Gwoza, a rural Nigerian town

that served as the headquarters of Boko

Haram’s once sizeable caliphate. Through

a large bullet hole in the blackboard, she

can seeboys playingoutside.
Eight years into a war that has caused

tens of thousands of deaths and the dis-

placement of more than 2.5 million, the

scale of the brutality of BokoHaram is still

emerging.Asmoreandmoreof theterrito-

ry it seized becomes accessible, evidence

of massacres, the use of child soldiers and

other atrocities committed across Nige-

ria’s northeast are being laidbare.
So too come tales of heroism, bravery

and ingenuity. Hamayaji’s story is one of

these.

Hiddeninahole
“I dug a ditch within my compound,” she

says. Inside it,Hamayajihidalmost100 jer-

rycans of water, sacks of nonperishable

foodand some leather bags touse in lieu of

a toilet. Then, she told her daughter to get

inside the hole. Hamayaji covered the top

of theholewithcorrugated iron,anderect-

edatentontop.Shekeptherdaughterhid-

den in that hole for the next ninemonths.

Withindays, BokoHaramarrived inher

town, killing her husband andmany other

local men, and quickly gaining total con-

trolof thearea. “I sawthemkillingsomany

peoplebecause theywere trying to escape,

so I couldn’t leave,”Hamayaji says.
Next, as anticipated, the militants went

door to door looking for young women.

Tipped-off about Hamayaji’s eldest, they

turnedupatherhouse. “I sworeandswore

I didn’t have a daughter but they didn’t be-

lievemeandkept beatingme,” she says.
“They came every day to beat me and

they were constantly terrorising me. So I

decided to stripmyself of all ofmy clothing

and justwalk aroundnaked in the village. I

un-plaitedmyhair to look like amadwom-

an. I urinated and put faeces on my hair

andmybody. I’d go to the town centre and

roll around in trash so they would think I

wasmentally unstable.”
Her other three children – aged seven,

10 and 11 – backed up the charade, telling

the sceptical militants that their mother

had been attending a psychiatric hospital

before the townwas captured.
Hamayaji demonstrateshow,whilepre-

tending to be mentally unwell, she would

pull her other daughters close to her.

She’d have flies swarming around her, at-

tracted to the excrement. This was anoth-

er ploy to saveher children.
“BokoHaramdecided theydid notwant

a child fromamadwoman.Previously they

had killed a madwoman and the curse

from the madwoman prevented them

from any military successes. They didn’t

want to kill another, so I was spared be-

cause of their belief. They wrote some-

thing on the wall saying nobody should at-

tack thismadwoman, it will be a curse. So I

wasprotected.”

Soldiersarrived
Ninemonths after BokoHaram arrived in

Madagali, it was ousted by the Nigerian

military.

When the army’s soldiers arrived they

were also suspicious of Hamayaji, asking

her whether she had been married to a

member of BokoHaram, unable to under-

standhowshehadsurvivedwithout collab-

orating. She explained to them that her

daughter had been living for nine months

in theditch shehaddug for her.
Formother and daughter, the scarswill

last a long time. Hamayaji still has a dislo-

catedshoulder frombeingrepeatedlybeat-

en — which, along with almost constant

headaches, stops her from working. She

has a scar on her forehead, and a missing

tooth. She gesticulates wildly when telling

her story, almost re-enacting the persona

she had to adopt to get her through those

ninehorrificmonths.

She readily accepts that what she did

was unusual. “There are not a lot of wom-

anwhosacrificed like that,” shesays. “Oth-

er women actually gave away their chil-

drenforselfishreasons,becauseBokoHar-

am were giving money at the time – they

got food inexchange andneeded to eat.”
The sumbeing paid for children ranged

from 100,000 Nigerian naira (¤278) to

twice that amount, she says.
Hamayaji says sometimes the militants

would give mothers land in the villages

they had captured as a kind of dowry for

theirdaughters. “Womenwouldbesoelat-

ed, they’d collect themoney and the prop-

erties.”

Schoolgirlskidnapped
Boko Haram came to global attention

when it kidnapped 276 schoolgirls from

theirdormitories inChibok.
However, thousands of other women

and girls have also been abducted or

forced intomarriages by the terror group.

While some have few complaints about

how they were treated, many have suf-

fered physical and sexual abuse, and some

forced intowarfare.
Former wives have told stories of regu-

lar rape by both their “husbands” and oth-

er militants, forced labour and even the

possibility of beingmade to carry a suicide

bomb. Themajority of bombings in public

areas are currently carried out by women,

some of whommay not knowwhat they’re

carrying, as the devices are detonated by

militants fromadistance.
For women and girls who escape, the

threat of abuse remains. Last October, a

Human Rights Watch report found that

displaced women were being raped and

sexually exploited by Nigerian authorities

including government officials, police and

camp leaders.
For now, Hamayaji says her eldest

daughter is safe. Aged 14, she is at the Eid

(end of Ramadan) celebrations when I

meethermother.
However, in common with some 11 mil-

lion other children across northeast Nige-

ria,HassanaIsa isnot inschoolandhas lim-

ited opportunities. Hamayaji is reduced to

begging for scraps to feed the family, she

says, though it’s better than living under

BokoHaramcontrol.
“I will see what the future holds. I don’t

know what will happen,” Hamayaji says,

batting away flies in the dark, empty

schoolroom,thesoundsofhundredsofoth-

er displaced people outside. “I just know

we’re safenow.”

CLIFFORDCOONAN

Internationalpressure isgrow-
ing to allowLiuXia, thewife of
thelateNobelPeacePrize-win-
ner Liu Xiaobo, to leave the
country if she wants to go
abroad. She has been under
housearrest for years.
Diplomatic sources in Bei-

jing say intensive discussions
areunderwaywithChineseau-
thorities to grant permission
to allow Ms Xia, a photogra-
pher and poet, to leave the
country.
Liu Xiaobo, who was jailed

on subversion charges, died of
liver cancer on July 27th and
China has been fiercely criti-
cised over its treatment of the
Nobel laureate.
Negotiations are proving

tricky. Beijing has responded
by saying that Mr Liu was a
criminal under Chinese law,
thathe receivedexcellent care
and by telling western coun-
tries to back off what it sees as
a sovereignty issue.
China has held a firm line

saying “she is free” even
though she has effectively
been under house arrest for
seven years since her husband
won the peace prize in 2010.
Shehasnever beencharged.

CommunistParty
There are fears that if she
were allowed to leave China,
she would become a high-pro-
file thorn in the Chinese gov-
ernment’s side, criticising the
Communist Party for the way
her late husbandwas treated.
The United Nations high

commissioner for human
rights Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein
said this week he will keep on
pressurising China to allow
MsXia to leave.
“We’re now focused on his

wife and ensuring that she has
– or trying to ensure that she

has – freedom of movement
and if shewants to leaveChina
sheshouldbeable to leaveChi-
na,”MrZeid said.
Heplans tomeetChineseof-

ficials when he returns to Ge-
neva to repeat his call to have
restrictions onMs Xia’smove-
ments removed.
The Chinese foreign minis-

try rejected calls for her to be
allowed tomove freely, saying
it was a domestic affair and
that foreignerswere“innopo-
sition to make improper re-
marks” over the handling of
MrLiu’s case.
Ms Xia spent the last few

weeks of her husband’s life
with him in the hospital in
Shenyang.Duringher timeun-
der house arrest, she was al-
lowed to leave her apartment

to go and visit her husband in
Shenyang once a month.
Her friends say she has suf-
fered great mental anguish
during her time in unofficial
custody.
German chancellor Angela

Merkel has reportedly raised
the issue with the Chinese
president, Xi Jinping, and US
secretary of state Rex Tiller-
son has also called for Ms Xia
tobeallowed to leaveChina.
Legal scholar Jerome Co-

hen, director of the US-Asia
law institute at NewYorkUni-
versity, wrote on his blog that
Ms Xia’s case highlighted
“what I call NRR – ‘non-re-
lease release’, another, less-
er-known but insidious form
of oppression”.

Sally
Hayden
inGwoza

■ ZainabeuHamayaji in an old
schoolroom in a camp for the displaced

in Gwoza, a rural Nigerian town that

served as the headquarters of Boko
Haram’s once sizeable caliphate
PHOTOGRAPHS: SALLY HAYDEN

World News

TheUSgovernmentwillban
Americansfromtravellingto
NorthKoreadueto“theserious
riskofarrest”afteraUS
studentwasjailedwhileona
tourandlaterdied,thestate
departmentsaidyesterday.
USsecretaryofstateRex

Tillersonauthoriseda“Geo-
graphicalTravelRestriction”
onallAmericans’useofa
passporttothecountry,
spokeswomanHeatherNauert
said.“Onceineffect,US

passportswillbeinvalidfor
travelto,throughandinNorth
Korea,andindividualswillbe
requiredtoobtainapassport
withaspecialvalidationin
ordertotraveltoorwithin
NorthKorea,”MsNauertsaid.
Themovewasdueto

“mountingconcernsoverthe
seriousriskofarrestand
long-termdetentionunder
NorthKorea’ssystemoflaw
enforcement,”sheadded.
–Reuters

■ Liu Xia:
international
pressure
growing to
let her leave
China

Escaping Boko Haram: the mother who hid

her daughter in a ditch for nine months

Chinaunderpressureto
allowNobel laureate’s
widowmoveabroad

Thaicourt todeliverShinawatraverdict

ZainabeuHamayaji faked
mental illness todeter
Islamistmilitants from
searching forhereldest girl

BokoHaramdecided they
didnotwanta child from
amadwoman . . . They
wrote somethingon the
wall sayingnobody should
attack thismadwoman,
itwill bea curse. So I
wasprotected

‘‘

TravelbanUSprohibitsvisitstoNorthKorea

NorthKoreashrugsoff sanctions
togrowat fastestpacesince1999
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SPACE:
my final frontier

With talents in both science and drama,DrNiamh Shawhas successfully
combined

her passions an
d carved a unique career for herse

lfmaking space exploration interesting

for everyone. B
ut theDundalkwoman has her sights s

et on the ultimate goal—becoming

an astronaut.Here,DARRAGH
MCMANUSmeets a lady on an interplanetary

mission
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Design
Colourful graphics 
and panels are 
very eff ective

Content
Engaging and
 informative

everything, you
get to be kings
and queens for
the day, and the

audience aren’t behind a barrier or kept

on the sidelines,” she continues.

“Macnas creates a world that descends

upon the city, and invites the audience in.

It pulls you in, it slaps you, tickles you,

teases you.
“I hopewe’ve advanced the parade from

something to be observed, to something

that’s completely immersive.

“There’s a lovely universality to visual

and performance arts, to music, poetry,

chaos, anarchy…and I love that it happens

in a public place. It reminds us we have

permission to play, to be unruly, to have

access to imagination in all its lewd, crude,

weird andwonderful ways. It gives us per-

mission to relax and just exhale. Disruption,

uncertainty and change are necessary,

and part of who we are. It’s important to

reclaimpublic spaces, come out and gather,

engaging with each other. Imagination is

the access for that to happen. It gives people

a sense of freedom in aworld that feels less

free every day.”
Born in 1975, Noeline is athletic-looking

and brimmingwith energy, she’s an articu-

late and passionate guide toMacnas: who

they are, what they do, and why.

A Galway native, she started with the

company aged just 17. Precociousness was

to become a theme: Noeline became the

first female director of theMacnas parade,

and its youngest, first helming the event

at the age of 23.
Then, plot twist: she left Macnas, and

eventually Ireland, for 12 years, “to learn

about art and life”. Noeline worked in Fa-

tima Mansions as an artist-in-residence,

with Rough Magic and the Abbey, then

avant-garde troupes Els Comediants in

Barcelona andLe Théâtre du Soleil in Paris.

“Thatwas amixture of theatre and visual

events, on the streets of Galway and further

afield. This year, for instance, the compa-

ny put on St Patrick’s Day parades in its

hometown, as well as in Dublin and Cork,

and became the first ever “spectacle art” to

feature at the über-hip South by Southwest

(SXSW) festival in Austin, Texas.

So pioneering, inventive and radical is

Macnas, that in the words of its visionary

artistic directorNoelineKavanagh (the tall

woman guiding events on Quay Street), it

has “a signature now”. You only have to

say the word, Macnas, and the listener

automatically conjures up images of giant

heads andwalking colossi,mime artists and

music, something simultaneously spooky

and exciting, comical and contemplative,

the sense of a dream made real, on a gi-

gantic scale.
Rather delightfully, that name translates

from the Irish as “joyful abandonment”;

whatNoeline summarises as being “frisky,

risky, youthful, a bit bold, a bit wild— like a

young calf bursting out of the barn!”

She’s talking toWeekend inMacnasHQ

on the NUIG campus. Downstairs are two

smaller workshops, where those instantly

recognisable masks and head-dresses,

along with costumes, are designed and

manufactured (larger items are assembled

in a workshop across town).

With the company’s famed Halloween

parade looming on the horizon, Noeline

is buzzing around, busy as anything. She’s

not the only one: there are a dozen others

working here today, flying it, with less than

amonth to complete costumes and sets for

the festivities in Galway and Dublin.

For this year’s Port Na bPúcaí — the

subject of that morning’s photoshoot —

the visual/sartorial themes are centred on

beachcombers, ancestors and submarine

life. Tonnes of sketches, photos and other

visual cues are pasted up as inspiration:

faces, landscapes, even amagnified image

of purple bacteria (the way they move to-

gether, we’re told, is like how things flow

underwater).
A startling array ofmasks lines thewalls:

giant pig and fox heads, horses, frogs and

hares, skulls of long-horned cattle, creepy

masks of aliens, monsters, wolves and

tigers, and dead men with trees growing

out of their heads. Out of context like this,

just hanging on the wall, they seem some-

how creepier and, at the same time, more

magical, even oddly beautiful.

People sewing, knitting, sketching,

thinking, collaborating, making things…

creating, in short. It’s the definition of “art

meets craft”.
Upstairs, in her office, Noeline describes

how spectacle art “captures something

that’s ordinarily unknowable and inex-

pressible”.
“I think it has to do with the scale,

and using a public landscape: you usurp

arts,” she explains. “Then I did five years

with the British groupWelfare State Inter-

national—whowould really be the pioneers

of spectacle art in Europe—where I learned

that hybrid of visual meets performance

meets theatre meets music meets cooking

and whatever else.
“I wanted to getmore exposure to differ-

ent styles of theatre practice, particularly

in a socio-political context. And to learn

how other artists were evolving spectacle,

both indoor and outdoor, across Europe.

It felt necessary to me. I needed to let go

of what I had.”
The importance of letting go, of know-

ing when to evolve or step aside, informs

developments atMacnas. Noeline has been

steering the company to the point where

she can nurture the next generation of

spectacle artists.
“I’m really excited this year because I’m

not artistic director of the parade. I was,

up to now, but to allow the team to develop

and grow, we have a wonderful new

creative director for the 2017 parade,

Immersive: last
year’s Macnas
Parade in Galway
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Creative: This year’s

parade preparations

at Macnas’ Galway HQ
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Orla Clogher, who’s come up through our

artistic ensemble over the past eight

years,” she says.
“So this year I’ve kind of become

CEO, to allow that next

generation come

through. There’s

a new diver-
sification of
the work; I
don’t feel
like such
a control
freak any-
more. And
there’s real
freedom in
admitting to my-

self: I don’t know

everything, there are peo-

ple here who are better than me at

certain things.”
The company has a tiny staff: at present

it comprises Noeline as full-time chief,

a part-time administrator (three days a

week), part-time communications person

(four days a month) and part-time book-

keeper. It is in the process of appointing a

part-time executive producer.

A small core ensemble of visual artists,

designers, performers and directors,

then, expands to “about 45” professional

artists who work on big events, and help

run its annual programmes: free weekly

classes for an ensemble of young perform-

ers, organising the emerging drumming

troupe, running public workshops for the

ever-growing “citizens’ cast”.

So what, roughly, is the process for

putting together a large-scale event such

as Port Na bPúcaí, which premieres in

Galway on Sunday, October 29 and then

is “packed away, loaded onto articulated

trucks and brought to Dublin for the

Bram Stoker Festival on Monday”,

under the Anglophone title,

Memory Song?
It started in con-

versations with
Orla Clogher,
one year ago.
She was inter-
ested in look-
ing at the role
of mystics and
transcendental-

ism: people like

Seamus Heaney,

John O’Donoghue.

She also wanted to draw

on the landscape of the west

of Ireland, particularly in the context of

an Irish wake, and reflect on grief, transi-

tion, the life-death cycle. Other influences

included a film on hermeticism, while her

title was inspired by a piece of music from

the Blasket Islands.

Noeline continues: “She took that sense

of what happens in Samhain, that liminal

time between life and death, and made

this story of a mystic journeyman, that

sense of a hauntingly beautiful pilgrimage.

It’s a celebration of life on the edge of the

Atlantic, with all of those elements of poets

and musicians who derive their inspiration

from the sea and mountains, who live in

isolation and go into those worlds that

allow us to listen to something we can’t

quite articulate. It’s something that moves

us, and moves within us.”

Around February or March, Orla started

making the abstract a little more concrete

and visual: drawings, ideas. Once the

concept really took hold, Noeline says, the

company began having meetings with the

ensemble and different artists.

“Then it really kicks in from July,” she

says. “It’s mad busy, it’s epic. The actual

physical build for the parade only started

the week of September 18. But you just have

to make it work, and we’ve never known

any other way. This is all only made possi-

ble by the time people give; the resources

don’t cover it.
“And 15 years ago the parade was just

made for one day, whereas now we’ve de-

veloped a repertoire that tours the world.

Travelling is an entire industry in itself; we

have four containers of gear being shipped

to Hull (where Macnas performs the clos-

ing event at the British City of Culture in

November).”
The mechanics of, well, the mechanics

are astounding. Take those iconic giants,

stalking the streets and giving the public

a delicious chill up their spines. Noeline

explains how she “wanted to get away

from big machines behind the structure,

making it move”.
“Working with brilliant artists like Gavin

Morgan, Dave Young and Paul McDonnell

over the last few years, one of the things

we’ve been interested in is: how do you give

authenticity and integrity to the movement

of a structure? Our giants aren’t someone

on stilts: it’s a kinetic, scaled structure

feature

I hopewe’ve
ADVANCED the parade
from something to be
observed, to something
that’s COMPLETELY

immersive

Hauntingly beautiful: Noeline

Kavanagh with the masks

that are one element of the

performers props and costumes
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Terrorist toast . . Kelly blew himself up in Iraq in 2016

Gardai ‘vigilant’
TWENTY-five people from Ireland have

travelled overseas since 2011 to fight

for and against Islamic State, the Irish

Sun can reveal.
Five Irish citizens — including IS terror nut

Khalid Kelly — have also lost their lives in

war-torn regions across the Middle East.
Justice Minister Charlie Flanagan, who has met

THE Maldives have rejected a demand by a UN

human rights watchdog that former president

Mohamed Nasheed be allowed to stand for office.

The UN Human Rights Committee said Nasheed’s

13-year sentence in 2016 on terrorism charges was

based on vague laws and contained serious flaws.

Nasheed dodged jail by going into exile during a

medical trip to Britain. He was disqualified from

running in presidential elections for 16 years.

ISLES’ U.N. SNUB

with his counterparts in
Europe over the ongoing
threat posed by funda-
mentalists, warned that
Ireland wasn’t “immune”
from an attack.

In an exclusive inter-
view with the Irish Sun,
the Fine Gael TD told
how the level of threat
here was kept under con-
stant review by the Gar-
dai’s Counter Terrorism
International Unit.

The deputy for Laois
said: “There is a small
number of people here
whose activities in sup-
port of extremism give
cause for concern and
the Garda authorities
monitor their activities
very closely and take
any appropriate opera-
tional responses.

“Like other open, dem-
ocratic states, Ireland
cannot consider itself
immune from the
threat posed by interna-
tional terrorism.

“We can’t be compla-
cent but we have no evi-
dence that Ireland or its
people are being targeted.
No evidence of any

imminent threat but we
do remain vigilant. 

“Gardai are also work-
ing with communities in
order to prevent isolation
and radicalisation.”

“The level of threat
from this source is kept
under constant and
active review.” 

Mr Flanagan said that
while an attack is pos-
sible in this country it is
unlikely and there is cur-
rently no specific infor-
mation in relation to any
threat to Ireland from
international terrorism.

The minister added:
“The primary response is
the operational one and
the Gardai have in place
appropriate operational
measures in terms of
intelligence, special inter-
vention teams and other
support resources.

“They are supported in
this, where necessary, by
the considerable skills of
the Defence Forces.”
             @SteBreen

EXCLUSIVE by STEPHEN
BREEN, Crime Editor
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EXCLUSIVE: WE REVEAL IF IT’S CHEAPER TO RENT OR BUY

PROPERTY 
GLOOMGLOOM
Salary of €160k to buy in poshest 
part of Dublin... but just minimum
wage will get you a pad in Leitrim
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RENTERS risk shelling out
€170,000 extra over their
working lifetime by not
snapping up a property. 

Average rents are now higher

than monthly mortgage payments

in five out of the six Dublin

regions, our analysis reveals.
And outside of the capital, property

holders fare better than tenants in 19 out

of the 25 other counties.
This points to a dysfunctional property

market — as the opposite should be the

case if it was behaving healthily. 
Labour TD Jan O’Sullivan says the

Irish Sun’s analysis shows the housing

shortage is now a “crisis”.
Insisting the Government is not doing

enough to address the supply problem,

their housing rep said: “We need an

affordable housing scheme but there is

not even an affordable housing policy.”

Adding to these woes, our investigation

also found that many people are being

priced out of both renting AND buying

an average home.
The latest Daft.ie report shows house

prices continue to rise and went up 2.5

per cent during the first three months of

2018 to an average of €247,000 — or 7.3

per cent higher than a year ago. 
And compared to their lowest point in

2013, prices have risen by an average of

50 per cent — just over €82,500.
But our study shows becoming a home

owner still makes financial sense for

most people due to soaring rents. 
Karl Deeter’s Irish Mortgage Brokers

worked out the monthly mortgage

payment for a 90 per cent loan over 25

years with a three per cent interest

rate, based on Daft.ie price averages. 

The cost of a mortgage was then

compared to the average rents for each

region, also collated by Daft.ie.
The biggest difference nationwide is in

Cork where a home costs €213,228 and

the monthly bill comes to €910. 
But renters in the Rebel County are

paying €1,474 — so are shelling out an

extra €564 each month.
Becoming a homeowner means a

potential saving of €169,200 over the

lifetime of the 25-year loan.
At the other end of the scale is South

County Dublin where it is still much

cheaper to rent than buy, highlighting a

possible price bubble in the region. 

Here, the average home price is now

€587,069 which means a monthly

mortgage payment of €2,506. 
But a renter in the most sought after

part of Ireland is paying an average of

€1,995 — €511 less. 
However, it makes sense to buy in all

other parts of the capital — a fact that is

most starkly seen in Dublin city centre.

You can save €479 each month by

swapping your €1,869 rent for a €325,671

gaff that comes with a bill of €1,390. 

Over 25 years, that is a potential sav-

ing of €143,700 for those who become

property owners. And in West County

Dublin, the average mortgage payment is

€1,309 — €292 a month less than the

€1,601 rent someone would be hit with.

Similarly, there are monthly savings of

€212 in South City Dublin, €280 in North

City Dublin and €190 in North County

Dublin up for grabs. 
The other places where buying costs

more each month than renting is in

Wicklow (€130), Kilkenny (€54), Water-

ford (€130), Wexford (€95), Galway (€60)

and Kerry (€58).
But there are savings of €100 a month

or more for renters if they snap up

abodes in Kildare (€118), Louth (€189)

Laois (€125) and Sligo (€106). 
That means you could miss out on

having an extra €56,700 over 25 years by

continuing to rent in Louth.
And there are smaller benefits in

Carlow (a saving of €77), Meath (€99),

Westmeath (€24), Offaly (€38), Limerick

(€17) and Clare (€12).
You’ll also have more dosh in Tipper-

ary (€20), Monaghan (€12), Cavan (€33),

Mayo (€27), Donegal (€4), Roscommon

(€54), Longford (€52) and Leitrim (€15).

The Government has come under fire

for not doing enough to help renters,

with the high prices blamed for an

increase in homelessness that has now

hit almost 10,000, including 3,755 kids. 

Housing Minister Eoghan Murphy has

committed to building thousands of

homes — including 50,000 social housing

units by 2021. 
But despite these promises, supply

remains the main reason for the high

rents and home prices. 
Ms O’Sullivan said: “Supply is abso-

lutely crucial and the delays in reaching

targets are not being treated with the

urgency needed by Government.”
The TD said her party have been

repeatedly raising the need for an

affordable housing system — to no avail.

She added: “We absolutely need a

national affordable housing scheme.

Because if you leave it to the market —

and everyone is trying to buy the same

houses — the prices are going up all the

time and go beyond affordable for most.

“When Alan Kelly was minister before

the last election there was €4billion

allocated for social housing at that time

so why are these houses not built at

this stage? 
“The problem is the delay and lack of

urgency. It is a crisis and needs to be

treated as a crisis.”
And Ms O’Sullivan said there needs to

be a push to help those who can afford

to rent but are finding it tough to get on

to the property ladder.
She added: “There should be some

recognition for those paying high rents

continuously. They are showing they have

the capacity to pay back a mortgage.
“So that should be taken into account,

in terms of balancing against not having

a full deposit. I would be in favour of

having that considered.”

IN Ireland the average hourly earnings
were €22.66 at the end of 2017.

That means an ‘average’ person is priced
out of being able to afford rent in nine
areas, including all of Dublin, Meath,
Louth, Cork, Wicklow and Kildare.

For a buyer they are priced out of fewer
places — which isn’t what you’d expect. 

For instance, in Wicklow you’d need to be
earning €32 an hour to pay rent but just
€20.55 to pay a mortgage.

The numbers really tell the story of what
is happening in the Irish property market. 

Renters are all trying to live in too few
houses and those that want to buy — who
can afford to — are set to pay less and be
better off as a result.

This is upside down from what would
be considered normal or healthy in real
estate markets. 

Where you do see the correct relation-
ship of needing more to buy it tends to

also come with totally unaffordable prices.
In South County Dublin, for instance, you
would have to be making €160,000 a year
to afford to buy a home.

But if you wanted to be a renter there it’s
not much better because for the rent to be
considered affordable you would have to
be earning €122,000, which is also a crazy
high level of earnings.

This country is now at a point where
there are no easy fixes left.

Our homeless numbers are bound to
hit 10,000 because more people are flow-
ing in — and with costs like this too few
will flow out.

The answer isn’t rent control, longer
notice periods or anything that the politi-
cians are talking about. The answer is lots
of low-cost housing. 

But while we may want that in general,
when it comes to it being built, nobody
wants it in their particular neighbourhood.

6We’re at point where 
no easy fixes are left7

KARL DEETER, Irish Sun money guru

By KIERAN DINEEN and KARL DEETER
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EXCLUSIVE: WE REVEAL IF IT’S CHEAPER TO RENT OR BUY

By KIERAN DINEEN
and KARL DEETER

A MINIMUM wage job is all you
need to purchase your very own
home in Co Leitrim. 

But if you want to snap up a pad
in plush South County Dublin you
need a salary of €160,000 — and a
combined hourly wage of €76.92,
based on a 40-hour week. 

We today reveal the joint salary
needed to buy or rent an average
gaff in all areas, assuming a third of
income goes on this outlay. 

Our analysis shows that average
hourly earning of €22.66 is enough
to purchase anywhere except
Dublin, Meath and Kildare.

And when it comes to renting you
can add Louth, Cork and Wicklow
to that list — highlighting the crisis
that has caused homelessness to
soar across the country.

While South County Dublin is the
costliest place to buy, renters only
need to be taking home €122,000
— or €58.65 an hour. 

In all the other parts of Dublin,
you would need to be earning
between €34 and €48 an hour
to buy. But this still beats renting
where you need to be on between
€41 and €58. 

In Cork you can buy on a salary of
€42,750, or €20.55 an hour. This
compares to renters who need to
be on €53,064 or €39.78 an hour. 

In Galway, you need to be earn-
ing €37,000, or €17.79 an hour,
while in Limerick you should have a
salary of €32,150, or €15.46 an hour
to become a homeowner. 

This compares to renters in
Galway who need to be on €33,500
or €16.11, plus tenants in Limerick
who should have a salary of
€27,216 or €15.63 an hour.

The cheapest place to buy a
home is in Leitrim where you would
need to be earning just €18,980 —
or €9.74 an hour. 

This is just slightly higher than
the minimum wage of €9.55. So you
could easily get a home that is just
shy of the average €123,534 cost.

Leitrim is also the cheapest
place to rent at €542, or just €15
more than a mortgage payment.more than a mortgage payment.

PROPERTY 
GLOOM

PRICED OUT
OF MARKET

WAGE TO RENT
WAGE TO BUY 
AVG RENT
MORTGAGE P/M
AVG HOUSE PRICE

€133,305
SLIGO

€569

€675

€11.01

€13.70

€133,673
ROSCOMMON

€571

€625

€11.06

€12.50

€193,703
GALWAY

€827

€767

€17.79

€16. 11

€129,493
LONGFORD

€553

€605

€10.70

€11.90

€188,567
WESTMEATH

€805

€829

€16.83

€17.79

€176,612
OFFALY

€754

€792

€15.55

€16.47

€173,256
LIMERICK

€739

€756

€15.46

€15.63

€164,188
MONAGHAN

€701

€713

€14.38

€14.30

€147,656
CAVAN

€630

€663

€12.62

€13.22

€123,534
LEITRIM

€527

€542

€9.74

€10.58

€213,228
CORK

€910

€1,474

€20.55

€39.78

€170,957
CLARE

€730

€742

€15

€15.38

€145,386
MAYO

€620

€647

€12.57

€12.98

€139,352
DONEGAL

€595

€599

€11.66

€11.54

€210,074
LOUTH

€897

€1,086

€19.95

€26.44

€251,156
MEATH

€1,072

€1,171

€25.96

€29.33

€256,392
KILDARE

€1,094

€1,212

€26.44

€31.01€165,550
LAOIS

€707

€832

€14.42

€17.79

€165,729
TIPPERARY

€707

€727

€14.42

€14.90

€324,674
WICKLOW

€1,386

€1,256

€20.55

€32.45

€175,523
CARLOW

€749

€826

€15.50

€17.79€213,874
KILKENNY

€913

€859

€20.67

€18.39

€210,728
WATERFORD

€899

€769

€20. 19

€15.75

€199,647
WEXFORD

€852

€757

€18.51

€15.87
€185,744
KERRY

€793

€735

€16.47

€15.26

€129,493
LONGFORD

€553

€605

€10.70

€11.90

€188,567
WESTMEATATA H

€805

€829

€16.83

€1779

€164,1,1, 88
MONAGHAN

€701

€713

€14.38

€14.30

€147,7,7656
CAVAVA AVAV N

€630

€663

€12.62

€13.22

123,534
ITRIM

527

542

9.74

10.58

€210,074
LOUTH

€897

€1,086

€19.95

€26.44

€251,1,1, 56
MEATATA H

€1,072

€1,1,1, 71

€25.96

€29.33

CITY CENTRE
€325,671

€1,390

€1,869

€36.78

€53.97

€334,882

€1,429

€1,709

€38.46

€48.08

€404,688

€1,727

€1,939

€48.08

€56.73

€311,658

€1,330

€1.520

€34.62

€41.47

€587,069

€2,506

€1,995

€76.92

€58.65

€306,747

€1,309

€1,601

€34.13

€44.35

NORTH CITY SOUTH CITY N COUNTY S COUNTY W COUNTY

DU
BL

IN

You will save €169k over 
25-year mortgage period 
by buying a pad in Cork
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‘A
s an artist,” DrNiamhShaw
says, “you keep exploring.”
She, as it happens, is both
artist and explorer, in the
most literal sense. And

she’s a woman on a mission, again in the
literal sense: Niamh Shaw wants to go
into space, and has done some amazing
things over the last few years as part of
that journey, including participating in
‘simulated’ Mars missions.
Someday, she fervently believes, it

will happen: the powers-that-be in space
exploration, Niamh says, “can’t ignore
me forever”. And when she finally does,
to quote the poet, “slip the surly bonds
of earth”, this odyssey she’s undertaken
to get there will be as meaningful and
epic as the extra-terrestrial voyage itself.
Let’s go right back to the start. She

now lives in Blackrock, in a lovely terrace
overlooking Dublin Bay, but was born in
Dundalk in the late 1960s. The “family
bond” in her house growing up wasn’t the
usual stuff, such as sport or music, but
science fiction and information.
“We couldn’t get enough information,”

she says now. “I think it was probably
a strategy on Mum and Dad’s part. I
remember him buying encyclopaedias,
and they’d be on the shelf for us to look
up stuff. The programmes they’d have on
would be things like David Attenborough,
or Cosmos with Carl Sagan, and we’d all
watchDoctorWho together too. Dad also
subscribed to the National Geographic,
which had all these inserts and a lot
of them were space-related. So it was
everywhere.”
Her brother, she recalls, was “a total

space-nut” as well, so the seed was plant-
ed early. It really began to bloom after a
“lightbulb moment” of seeing the Earth-
rise pictures — those hauntingly beautiful
images of our planet, taken from lunar
orbit, which basically kick-started the
environmental movement as we know it.
Niamh thought, “‘God, I really want to see
that for myself ’ — and that feeling never
left. It never left.
“Every child gets the wonder of the

universe. And if we stop and think,
every adult gets it too. Life
maybe moves too fast
for adults, though,
or their relation-
ship with sci-
ence changes,
or they switch
off that curi-
ous part of
their brain
for whatever
reason. But it
doesn’t take much
to get people to
pause and think about
their existence. And when
they do take that time to reflect,
invariably they’ll think about our place
in space, why we are here, our existence,
the purpose of life, all of it.”
Throughout her teens and twenties,

Niamh kept diaries, and reading them
back as an adult, she sees that “astronaut”
was invariably mentioned as an ideal job.
But as Milton put it, “long is the way, and
hard, that leads up to the light”: hers has
been a roundabout path to get where she
is today.
The young Niamh would “restrict” her

own ambitions, telling herself that a ca-
reer in space exploration was simply “not

possible”. She’d become “distracted
by something else”, but the thought
never left her subconscious; the
dream refused to die.

In the meantime,
she did a degree

in mechanical
engineering,
focusing on
Biosystems,
in UCD; a
Master’s in
the same
discipline;
then a “real-
ly cool” PhD

in Food Sci-
ence, studying

“bio-packaging that
dissolved, made from

milk proteins”.
She was on a course of academia, and

that, Niamh says, “was success to a lot
of people. But to me, there was always
something missing.” On getting her doc-
torate, she took a university job, doing
post-doctoral research, but it “really was
meaningless”, and there was a lot of pol-
iticking and jockeying for funding that
soured academia for her.
“I’d become quite bitter about science,”

she says. “I’d sort of lost my love for it, my
curiosity, which was sad.” Niamh was at
a crossroads.
But one good thing about doing a

PhD,she reckons, is that “there’s nowhere
to hide — you put yourself through
something that difficult, it gives you the
confidence to say no.” So she said no to a
life of academia, instead turning to art.
She’d always been a creative child,

writing plays, performing for family
and friends. As an adult Niamh had
been “acting on and off in am-dram” for
years, and in the early Noughties began
getting involved in the theatre scene in

Cork, involving some of that city’s most
iconic names: the Everyman, the Granary,
Corcadorca.
Niamh got “more and more involved”,

and decided she wanted to pursue this
for a few years. The stage acting “went
well”, and there were some TV roles:
you probably remember her as Frances
McGuigan in Fair City around a decade
ago, and she also appeared inMattie and
Inspector George Gently, among others.
Then she started creating plays with
others, who encouraged Niamh to bring
her science background and knowledge
into the process.
“That was it,” she says, “I was off. I

realised that I was a combination of both
art and science. In terms of the scientific
part of my brain, I love contributing to
radio and making events for the general
public. My performing skills are useful
in that I have no fear of people, I can
improvise — I did comedy improv for
13 years — and love interacting with the
audience. I have the skills to tell a story
and get people comfortable.
“The way all this overlaps with the

creative part of me is hard to define or
explain to people. They’ll ask, ‘How can
you do both? Why do you want to write
plays andmake documentaries?’ But I get
just as excited about all of it.”
Niamh had studied particle physics

and spent some time at CERN, and while
working on her first show, That’s About
the Size of It, drew on her familiarity with
higher dimensions. Ultimately, that led to
a seminal moment of clarity.
“I was looking at dimensions to help

me figure out where I’m supposed to go
next with my life,” she says. “The fifth
dimension concerns possibilities and

probabilities, and says that every time you
make a decision, your fourth-dimensional
self bisects into two. You become like
a tree of choices made. So by the tenth
dimension, you can draw this tree of life,
built by your decisions, and hop from one
to the other.
“So for that show I looked at all these

times when I made a decision that put me
onadifferent course, and sentmy fourth-di-
mensional self in adifferent direction.

I
realised I was a

COMBINATION of both
art and science... My

performing skills are useful
in that I have no FEAR

of people

Giant leaps: Astronaut
Edwin ‘Buzz’ Aldrin walks
on the moon in 1969.
Above, Dr Niamh Shaw
ahead of a similated
Mars mission
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Say, the girlwho stayed
in research, or worked
in London Under-
ground, or decided to
become an actor or an
astronaut or even a
Muppet.”

She and a colleague
made videos for the
show, re-enacted these
“sliding doors” mo-
ments. When it came
to make Astronaut
Niamh, she found it
“really difficult. I had
a boiler suit, like an
astronaut’s flight suit,

and lined up a load of science fiction mov-
ies, things that made me feel like I was
going to space. And I started to get really
sad. I felt embarrassed and was crying.
I’d had a massive realisation: I wasn’t an
astronaut, and had done nothing about
it. I was all talk, a big fake.”

In that moment, Niamh realised: “If
I don’t do something about this, it will
haunt me for the rest of my life. This unre-
alised dream will be gnawing at the back
of my mind forever. I felt I had no choice.
So then it was a question of, how can I
achieve this dream and get into space?”

Unfortunately, there was no question
of applying directly to become an astro-
naut. For one thing, you must be a US
citizen to get on-board with NASA. The
European Space Agency’s (ESA) last call
for astronauts was in 2009, back when
Niamh wasn’t “seriously pursuing this
dream”, so she hasn’t had the opportunity
yet. (The minimum criteria for astronaut
selection, incidentally, include: a degree
in engineering or science, or fighter-pilot
experience; overall good state of health;
the ability to swim; an English-speaker,
with knowledge of Russian an advantage.
The application also contains “tonnes

of essay-type questions and, if you
make it to the next round, extensive
psychological and physical
tests”.)

In the meantime,
then, she kept on
going. For her
next show,
To Space,
she got onto
ESA’s edu-
cation and
outreach
office, which
brought her
in contact with
Science Foundation
Ireland. Meanwhile, the
“tenth-dimension” show had
gone to Blackrock Castle Observatory
in Cork, who agreed to make a new one,
about Niamh’s dream. They also made

her artist-in-residence.
She spent a year researching and

producing To Space for Dublin Fringe.
She travelled to ESA’s Technology and
Research Centre in the Netherlands, mak-
ing more connections. To Space launched
in 2014, people loved it, it “kept touring”.
Culture Ireland supported the show; it
went to Edinburgh, Adelaide, “resonating
with people, especially those over 30,
about their own life choices”.

This encouraged Niamh “to keep going.
Either I get there, or I wake up one day
and feel that I’ve satisfied that need and
can move on to something else.”

Next came a scholarship for the In-
ternational Space University’s 2015
Space Studies Programme in Ohio, in
partnership with NASA: nine intensive
weeks of learning from many of the top
space scientists in the world. Niamh met
astrobiologists, geologists specialising in
Mars, people from all kinds of disciplines.

She was the only artist there, but
towards the end of the programme, her
contribution to one project convinced
the hard-science guys and gals that “the
way I think was valuable. It made them
think about their contribution when

they returned to their communities.
I taught some of them how to out-

reach.”
A few went on to
take part in a sim-

ulated Mars mis-
sion in Utah,
funded by
Elon Musk,
and “want-
ed to bring
a human
element to

their applica-
tion, so asked

me to apply too.”
Niamh was accept-

ed. Her next simulated
mission was in Israel, which

she recorded. To this day, she says, “I still
get asked to give talks about these Mars
missions. I seem to be able to make it
more accessible to the public. This was
a skill I could pursue.”

She’s also done a Zero Gravity flight
in Russia, travelling with a collective of
Mexican artists and two German women
in training as astronauts. “It was great,
and when I came back and shared the
footage, it made people realise how
amazing astronauts are. And I realised:
I’m really on to something here.

“If anything will get me into space, it’ll
be as a communicator. I’m too old to be
an astronaut. I am an engineer but don’t
have the right degrees. I’m not a pilot or
an astrophysicist. But I seem to be able
to relate this information in a way that
people can hear it. They get the vulnera-
bility of what it is to be a human.”

Her third theatre show, Diary of a
Martian Bee-keeper, was inspired by
those Mars missions. Niamh interviewed
the technicians working at ESA’s Astro-
naut Centre: she calls them “the unsung
heroes. The astronaut is just the tip of
the pen; the really interesting people
are those who do all the work to make it
possible: making seatbelts and rivets, fig-
uring out propulsion systems, thousands
and thousands of them, sharing the same

passion and making
space travel happen.
That show was also a
love letter to my dad,
who’s always encour-
aged me to be myself.”

She’s just returned
from Baikonure Cos-
modrome in Kazhak-
stan for astronaut
Alexander Gerst’s
launch to the ISS,
which came about
because the Russians
really liked her work:
“I’m on their radar.”
Niamh describes it as
a really visceral thing:
“the ground vibrates
and there’s so much
light and heat and
sound.”

Essentially, she has
carved out a career
as a sort of “artist
of space”: someone
who can witness,
document and cap-
ture the wondrous
achievements of this
field, and perhaps

most importantly, make it comprehen-
sible and interesting to the general public.

“And I hope that if I keep doing this,
and become some sort of expert in it, I
can’t be ignored forever. The day will
come when they realise the importance
of putting an artist or communicator
up on the International Space Station,
or a permanent habitat on the moon, or
ultimately on a journey to Mars. I can
go, and then return to explain it. You’d
imagine forward-thinking people would
see the merit in that — I just have to
earn my stripes first. So this feels like an
apprenticeship at the moment.”

She is a genuinely inspirational wom-
an, with a fierce courage and single-
mindedness. The day job, or jobs, include
her work with Blackrock Castle, media
contributions, public talks and panel
discussions, and hosting STEM-related
events, among a wild diversity of other
projects. She’s lectured in Japan and at
TEDx, been honoured by President Hig-
gins and is the Dublin point of contact
for Ireland’s national Space Week. Her
latest project, the Science Gallery’s ‘Life
at the Edges’ exhibition in Trinity, runs
from June 22 to September 30.

(She’s also not the only Irish woman
with their sights trained on the stars.
Mayo scientist Norah Patten, a doctor
of aeronautical engineering from UL, is
one of 12 participants in Project PoSSUM
— Polar Suborbital Science in the Upper
Mesosphere — a unique scientist-astro-
naut training programme which takes
place in Florida next October.)

It is, Niamh accepts, a tough life in
some ways — but a blessed one too. “I’ve
made some huge personal sacrifices: I
live alone, I’ve very few outgoings. Every
penny I make goes on the next trip, the
next mission. I’ve stripped my life down
to its simplest elements. And I know most
people can’t do this, they don’t have the
luxury of being able to change their life
mid-stream. So I do honour that — and
realise how lucky I am to be able to
pursue this.”

niamhshaw.ie

feature

The
day will come

when they realise the
importance of putting an
ARTIST or communicator
up on the International

Space Station

Out of this world:
Niamh has had an
active interest in space
ever since she saw
the Earthrise pictures,
taken in 1968
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The tiny red Fiat turns the city 
centre corner and slows to 
a stop in front of me. I open 
the door and am met with a 
beaming smile, the driver, John, 
matches the size of the car. We 
fi rst met in Paris where, with a 
shared love of art, we bonded 
during the mandatory Louvre 
visit.
Today we are delivering “Brass 
Munkie’s”, a quarterly publica-
tion he draws all the artwork 
for by hand. Thinking we might 
stop so I can interview him, 
John tells me “driving is my best 
hobby” so we continue through 
inner city Dublin while he talks 
about his life.
Four mornings a week he 
teaches tai chi before teaching 
an art class then heading to the 
other side of the city to work on 
Brass Munkie. A busy man, but 
so calm you would never know. 
From his quiet, seemingly shy 
voice, you would never imagine 
his great acting achievements.
Chatt ing happily about grow-
ing up in inner city Dublin and 
the family coal business. His 
demeanour changes and the 
56 year old grins when he talks 
about his wife – good memories 
must come to mind. He tells me 
they are lifelong friends who 
grew up on the same street and 
have been together nearly 40 
years. Her parents didn’t ap-
prove of their relationship, but 
in his own words “love is blind 
and it was meant to be.” The 
couple now have two children 
and four grandchildren.
In the nineties, John went 

through a rough patch – as 
many young men do. For him, 
this meant drugs and resulted 
in addiction. He was among 
the fi rst group of people to be 
diagnosed with HIV in Ireland. 
In his quiet voice, with eyes 
fi xed on the road ahead, John 
tells me of the day in 1992 he 
and his wife sat in a councillor’s 
offi  ce and were told about his 
positive status. He ran outside 
and even in the open space 
felt the world closing in on 
him. Not only was he shocked, 
but frightened. People weren’t 
educated about HIV in 1992 and 
John thought he probably only 
had one year to live. The news 
sent him into a spiral and his 
addiction became the focus. He 
felt he needed an escape from 
reality and drugs provided this.
In 2003, over a decade aft er 
being diagnosed, John started 
treatment. It was called a “cock-
tail” and he took around 20 
tablets a day with massive side 

eff ects. Today, aft er living with 
HIV for more than twenty-fi ve 
years, John takes two tablets a 
day and the virus is no longer 
detectable in his system. This 
just shows how far we have 
come in HIV/AIDS treatment, 
and how much it has improved 
the lives of the millions of peo-
ple who live with it. 
Asking how HIV impacts his 
life now, John explains that the 
virus itself has no impact, how-
ever, the stigma around it is still 
strong. He would like to see im-
proved education, starting with 
schools. He hopes his grand-
children will be taught using 
evidence and not scare tactics 
when the topic is discussed in 
their classrooms.
We pull over to deliver a handful 
of the magazines to a respite 
centre for people with HIV and 
John tells me many young peo-
ple are still in the dark about 
how it is contracted and scared 
of touching a person with 

HIV. The sadness in his eyes 
highlights why we need proper 
education in schools, so the 
next generation can make sure 
there is no stigma and people 
will know the facts.
As we take the fi nal turn before 
gett ing out of the car I thank 
him for his openness and 
honesty.    When we learn about 
HIV at school, teachers don’t 
tell us that this can happen to 
anybody, or that people can live 
long healthy lives and have HIV 
undetected in their system for 
many years.
John is not only my friend but 
an extraordinary person and 
spokesperson for people with 
HIV. He has taught me that HIV 
is far from being a life sentence 
and that he can still do all the 
things he loves.
It’s not possible to know if 
someone has HIV by looking 
at them. In Ireland approxi-
mately 7000 people live with 
HIV and the European Centre 
for Disease Control estimates 
a further three in ten people 
living with HIV don’t know their 
status. With these fi gures and 
an average of ten people being 
diagnosed each week, there is 
a chance some of my friends 
have a positive status. To them 
I say, I chose you as my friend 
and will support you to live the 
life you choose.

HIV Interrupted
By Scarlett  Rodrigues

Learn from last year’s winner
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country 
trails

towards the running of the school, 
while the fund from the junior Biddy is 
donated to a charity of the children’s 
choice.

“We march into the house, sing a 
song and dance a set. If the woman 
and man of the house won’t dance a 
set, we’ll bring them out on a waltz. 
They make a donation to us and that 
goes to the school,” outlines Davy.

BIDDY FESTIVAL
In Kerry, the Biddy is experiencing a 
rebirth, with many local groups taking 
up the reins again. Last year, for the 

Festival was held in Killorglin and, 
following its success, it will take place 
again next week.

At the 2017 festival, Mike Coffey, 
a sheep farmer from Kilgobnet, was 
named King of the Biddies. Mike was a 
stalwart of the old Biddy and contin-

revitalised one. But, speaking to Irish 
Country Living, Mike explains that he 
almost did not make his triumphant 
return.

“One Sunday as I was coming 
home from mass, a neighbour of mine 
said they were trying to raise funds for 
Kilgobnet NS and asked would I make 
a Biddy. I said: ‘God almighty, I have 
my own belly full of Biddies’. I went 

home and said: ‘The neighbour across 
the road was on about making a Biddy, 
what in the name of God.’

“They said to me: ‘Well, won’t your 
own nephews be going to school there 
the year after.’ Oh sugar, said I, is that 
the way. So I had to ring him back any-
way and tell them I would be on for it. 
I was delighted I did go because we’ve 
had some mighty craic.”

BRÍDEOG
Calling from house to house, the cap-
tain leads the group to the door. The 
next person carries the Biddy, which 
is a doll wearing a white dress, used to 
symbolise St Bridget.

“In the olden days they used to 
make the head of the Biddy with a 
turnip but we no longer do that. If 
there was someone sick in the house, 
the people of the house might ask that 
the Biddy be taken to the bedside of 
the sick person as it is supposed to be 
some bit of a cure.

“I used to do the brush dance be-
fore, but the bones would be getting a 
biteen stiff. I leave the younger crowd 
at it now,” laughs Mike.

STRAW HATS
Mike is one of, if not the last, maker 
of the straw hats worn on the Biddy 
in Ireland. They are made using oaten 

straw, as any other kind is too brittle. 
In his younger years, Mike learned 
how to make the hats out of necessity.

While in primary school, Mike 
used do work for a neighbouring 
farmer who put him in touch with a 
man who would make him a hat. He 
paid 10 Woodbines for the hat and was 
the star of the junior Biddy.

“The old Kilgobnet Biddy came 
back into where we were leaving. 
Some fella turned around anyway and 
said: ‘Who in the name of God has that 

my head and put an old big, clumsy 
thing sitting up on my shoulders. I 
spent the night crying over my hat.

“I said, whatever would happen, 
I would get my own back on him. 
The following year, with the help of 
my grandfather, who would be crafty 
enough at that kind of thing, we made 
a set of hats.”

The group Mike was involved in 
went on to win the Biddy competition 
the next year. It is fair to say he most 

Next week there will be up to 30 
people on the Kilgobnet senior Biddy, 
who will travel down bohereens and 
up the sides of mountains, keeping 
an ancient tradition alive, and all the 
while keeping their locality alive too. 
CL

U nless you are from Kerry, it is 
quite likely you have never 
heard of the Biddy. Those of 
you who hail from the Kingdom 
may be lucky enough to know 

of this unique, rare and wonderful 
tradition.

The simplest way of describing the 
Biddy is that it is similar to the Wren 
on St Stephen’s Day, but taking place 
on 1 February, St Bridget’s Day. A 
blend of pagan and Christian customs, 
the Biddy is thought to have roots in 
Imbloc (the festival celebrating the 
start of spring) and also St Bridget’s 
Day.

Particularly in mid-Kerry, people 
upheld the tradition of the Biddy over 
the years, dressing up and travelling 
from house to house playing music, 
singing, dancing and entertaining.

At the foot of Carrantuohill lies 
Kilgobnet, a Biddy stronghold. The 
Kilgobnet National School Biddy, as 
the title would suggest, centres on the 
local primary school. Here, the Biddy 

class pupils go on the junior Biddy 
and the senior Biddy is their adult 
equivalent.

REINVENTION
Davy Leane is a local sheep farmer 
and captain of the senior Biddy. Al-
though the custom of the junior Biddy 
never faltered over the years, Davy 
explains that about 20 years ago the 
senior Biddy died out.

“There was no senior Biddy for a 
while, but we brought it back about 
seven years ago,” says Davy. “When 
the grants were cut for the school, we 
needed funding and we said we would 
try it as a fundraiser. We went back to 
the old gang and they came along with 
us. It is a big fundraiser for the school 
every year now.”

The Biddy takes place across a 
number of nights around St Bridget’s 
Day. Those on the Kilgobnet Biddy 
have a set costume; white trousers and 
top with a red and green stripe, a straw 
hat and a St Bridget’s cross made 
by local school children. All of the 
money raised by the senior Biddy goes 

Maryanne Leane, 
a member of 
Kilgobnet Biddy, 
Beaufort, Co 
Kerry, calling 
to Mike McGil-
lycuddy’s house 
in Shanera. The 
tradition of the 
Biddy is one of the 
oldest and most 
colourful customs 
in Ireland, a 
blend of pagan 
and Christian 
pageantry, held 
on the 1 February 
each year. \ Valerie 

O’Sullivan

Traditionally, St Bridget’s 
Day in the Kingdom 

was celebrated with the 
Biddy. When Kilgobnet 
National School was in 
need, locals revived this 

custom and put it 
to good use, writes 
Anne O’Donoghue

A rural revival with the Biddy

WINNERTutorial
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Dominican College, Galway. 
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happy 
couple
Marlon Jimenez 
and husband 
John Compton

Assaulted, 
kicked out 
of home & 
shot at by 
police.. for 
being gaybeing gaybeing gaybeing gaybeing gay
Blogger’s life of terror in Venezuela

clinic to get information for a friend and 
spread rumours about me that weren’t 
true. I was living in fear that something 

bad would happen to me, I had to 
seek asylum.”

A resident in Ireland for 
the last 14 years, Marlon 
described meeting his 
husband, former model 
boss John Compton, as 
his salvation.

He said: “I found love  
in The George pub. John  

and I have been together  
13 years, civil partners five and married 
a year.”

With qualifications in advanced 
marketing and now a successful career 
with CPL, working for Facebook, Marlon 
has turned his life around.

His positive lifestyle blog Marlife has 
more than 61,000 views and has been 
well received as far afield as Australia, 
Canada and Russia.

He said: “I wanted to promote 
a positive attitude to life 
because there is a light at the 
end of the tunnel and I knew 
if I was persistent and 
determined I could make 
my life better... but I knew it 

was not back in Venezuela, I 
knew I had to leave.”

news@irishmirror.ie

to accept my sexuality through years  
of therapy.

“When I think back it was really 
serious, I was paranoid about 
being recognised as gay by the 
police but at the time I didn’t 
realise how bad it was 
because I was trying to 
live day by day.

“You go through ups 
and downs, sometimes 
you don’t have time to 
think about how bad it was. 

“When I was down I knew 
my troubles would give me the 
strength to continue living.”

The last straw came when Marlon was 
accused of being HIV-positive, which led 
him to sell T-shirts on the streets so be 
could afford a one-way ticket to Ireland.

He added: “If you have HIV you feel 
ostracised and neglected in my country, 
they make you feel there’s something 
wrong with you, like you are a 
walking illness. I was not 
HIV-positive but neigh-
bours saw me going to a 

country and terrified Marlon didn’t 
come out to his family until he was 24. 
Then he was kicked out of his home by 
his sister.

Homeless and distraught, he was 
caught kissing another man in the 
middle of the night by cops and was 
subjected to his first terrifying experi-
ence at the hands of police.

Frisked and robbed of what little 
possessions they had crooked officers 
shot at the pair as they tried to flee.

Marlon revealed all that was on his 
mind was “survival”.

He said: “The fear of being murdered 
is always there but I was too busy trying 
to survive.

“We were so deprived, I lost my job as 
an event’s co-ordinator at a hotel. I was 
educated but because I was gay they 
fired me.

“Due to my sexuality I was made to 
think something was deeply wrong with 
me, I was called faggot and nancy boy 

and I went to the psychiatrist to 
eradicate my sexual tendencies 
to men, eventually learning  

TOP Irish-based blogger Marlon 
Jimenez has told how he was the 
victim of sexual abuse in his native 
Venezuela where he was shot at by 
police for being gay.

Wrongly accused of being HIV- 
positive and fearful for his life, he 
abandoned his homeland 14 years ago 
to avoid persecution.

The 45-year-old said: “I lived through 
months of hell and even several years 
afterwards I went through it every night 
in my nightmares.

“I used to wake from these nightmares 
terrified and screaming, I often wet the 
bed at these times.”

Marlon escaped to Ireland to seek 
asylum, inspired by former Presidents 
and human rights activists Mary 
Robinson and Mary McAleese.

One of 10 children he was orphaned 
aged 12 when his mother died. He 
moved in with his older sister, 
describing the house as “dysfunc-
tional”.

He was repeatedly raped by  
a man close to him for 18 
months and described those 
dark days as feeling like “Dante’s 
inferno”.

H o m o s e x u a l i t y  i s 
regarded as an illness 
in the South 
A m e r i c a n 

 exclusive
By SIOBHAN O’CONNOR

bad would happen to me, I had to 
seek asylum.”

the last 14 years, Marlon 

in The George pub. John 
and I have been together 

serious, I was paranoid about 
being recognised as gay by the 
police but at the time I didn’t 
realise how bad it was 

you don’t have time to 
think about how bad it was. 

“When I was down I knew 
my troubles would give me the 

SAvIOuR  
With John

The fear of being murdered 
is always there but I was 
too busy trying to survive
marlon jimenez  on daily life in his home countryteeNAge Hell  

Aged 18 in venezuela

CHANge  Household task 

The lightbulb 
moment: I’m 
a grown-up
CHANGING a lightbulb or 
doing the weekly shop are 
among the events which 
make young people realise 
they have grown up.

Finding the fuse box 
without help, cooking a 
meal from scratch and 
going to the dry cleaners 
also mark the transition, a 
survey discovered.

The Gumtree poll of 
adults aged 18 to 25 also 
found buying their own 
goods and realising how 
expensive they are is 
another moment when 
they feel they have left 
childhood behind. 

And then, of course, 
there is moving out of 
home and finding out how 
expensive it is to rent or 
buy a house.

The website’s Hannah 
Wilson said: “Making the 
fully fledged transition into 
adulthood is expensive.”

By mARk SOlOmONS

Drugs risk of 
veggie mums
NOT eating meat in preg-
nancy raises the risk of 
children using drink and 
drugs as they grow up.

A study found 15-year-
olds whose mums rarely 
ate meat while expecting 
were twice as likely be 
drinkers and smokers – 
and nearly three times as 
likely to be using cannabis.

Dr Joseph Hibbeln, of 
the National Institute on 
Alcohol  Abuse and  
Alcoholism in Maryland, 
highlighted vitamin B12 
deficiency, adding it was 
“associated with greater 
risks of adverse drug use”.

Drink-driver 
in golf buggy
A DRuNkeN guest at a 
hotel ball took a golf buggy, 
tied 20 balloons to it and 
drove for 12 miles.

Charlie Ibbetson, 23, 
was caught when he 
stopped at a McDonald’s. 
He told police he “needed 
it to get home to bed”.

He drove from Whittle-
bury Hall, Northants, to 
Weedon along the A5.

Ibbetson, of Daventry,  
admitted drink-driving, no 
insurance and taking a 
vehicle. He was banned for 
a year and fined €730 by 
Northampton magistrates.

tail” and he took around 20 
tablets a day with massive side 

how it is contracted and scared 
of touching a person with 
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likely to be using cannabis.
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deficiency, adding it was 
“associated with greater 
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A DRuNkeN guest at a 
hotel ball took a golf buggy, 
tied 20 balloons to it and 
drove for 12 miles.

Charlie Ibbetson, 23, 
was caught when he 
stopped at a McDonald’s. 
He told police he “needed 
it to get home to bed”.

He drove from Whittle
bury Hall, Northants, to 
Weedon along the A5.
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insurance and taking a 
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a year and fined €730 by 
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TV STAR’S HEALTH BATTLE

GOGGLEBOX’S SHEILA OPENS UP ON EATING DISORDER HELL
SHEILA Naughton became a 
familiar face during the first two 
series of Gogglebox — but she 
has taken a step back from TV 
work as she recovers from an 
eating disorder.

Sheila (23), from Blessington, Co 
Wicklow, took part in the fly-on-the-wall 
series with her dad Declan and sister 
Alice.

But Sheila, a graduate of Trinity College, 
is now focusing on recovery after being 
diagnosed with EDNOS (eating disorder 
not otherwise specified) last August.

Sheila said it took a long time for her to 
realise how sick she really was, despite 
weighing less than 40kg (six stone two 
pounds) at her lowest weight.

Speaking to The Star, she said: “I was 
diagnosed last August and I thought I had 
only been sick for five months because that 
was when I started to look dramatically 
different.

“Before that, I was not well for years. I 
tried every fad diet, tea, detox or 
cleanses.

“I was sporty and I was always at the line 
as to whether I was doing it for sport or 
doing it for weight loss.

“I’m still not back to full health. The cold 
is in my bones. I have a really low pulse. I 
could go into cardiac arrest.

“My blood pressure is always low so I am 
always dizzy.

Damage
“I cut out so much dairy and soy from my 

diet that I know have osteopenia in my 
lumbar which is something that a 70 or 
80 year-old would see. It’s the pre-
cursor to osteoporosis.

“I’ve done damage to myself that I 
didn’t realise I was doing. My skin was 
grey. I felt like a zombie.”

She added: “I still can’t and didn’t go 
to family celebrations. I didn’t go out 
for meals or on nights out.

“The thoughts of being cold were 
enough to stop me going anywhere. I 
couldn’t wear nice clothes because 
nothing fit.

“I’d have to lie about why I wasn’t drink-
ing. I couldn’t go out for a meal because of 
the excuse I’d have to give that I couldn’t 
have anything on the menu.

“I just didn’t have the energy. It was like 
I had a personality transplant.”

Sheila did inpatient treatment at St 
Patrick’s Mental Health Services twice and 
is now on a daycare treatment programme 
with a multi-disciplinary team.

She named the eating disorder Janine in 
order to help her separate herself from the 
illness.

Sheila said: “The day I was being admitted 
to hospital, my dad asked me why I was 
bringing a suitcase because I wasn’t going on 
holiday.

“I just turned and said, ‘I f***ing know I’m 
not going on holiday’. I grabbed everything 
from my suitcase and threw it out on the 
floor. I was out of control.

“It wasn’t me. I would never speak to my 
dad like that.

“I didn’t want to give the eating disorder 
side of me the privilege or the courtesy of 
being called Sheila because it’s not me. I 
decided she needed a name that was an ugly 
name.

“When I said Janine, it sounded quite 
nasal and that was it.

Sheila said she believes media — both 
traditional media and social media — 
were contributing factors to her eating 
disorder.

“I’ve always been aware that eating 
disorders were a thing 
and that famous people 
had them,” she said.

“Social media was huge for 
me. I’d look at people and think 
‘I need to look like that’.”

Detoxes
She added: “I also have a huge 

issue with reality stars promot-
ing teas and detoxes.

“I was on every one there was. 
I didn’t know they were laxa-
tive teas.

“I just thought they all suddenly got thin 
and fit and they’re famous now and working 
hard to do it and the teas obviously work.

“It’s the whole culture now. They all get 

into the habit of getting a bit of fame, they 
lose weight, they do a video or DVD, they 
make money out of it. I now know that it’s 
also a business.”

Sheila, who is now doing a radio course and 
hopes to work in media, encouraged others 
who may be suffering from an eating disor-

der to seek help.
She said: “I’m not in a position 

to tell people how to get better 
but I can say I am so much 
happier that I am in the 
treatment process than I was 
sitting and dying.

“You’re not living at all if 
you’re staying sick. Start the 
process now because it’s a long 
process and it’s hard to get the 
help.”

You can follow Sheila’s 
recovery on Instagram at @

sheila_beats_janine.
Contact Bodywhys, a charity supporting 

people with eating disorders, by phone at 
1890 200 444 or email at alex@bodywhys.ie.
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I was a zombie..It
felt like I’d had a
personality transplant

RECOVERY: Sheila at her 
Wicklow home, (inset 

above) with sister Alice and 
dad Declan on Gogglebox 
and (right) talking to Star 

reporter Laura Colgan

“I’ve always been aware that eating who may be suffering from an eating disor-

‘I’d look at 
people on 

social media 
and think I 
need to look 

like that’

personality transplantpersonality transplantpersonality transplantpersonality transplantpersonality transplantpersonality transplantpersonality transplant
DIAGNOSIS: Sheila 

has revealed her 
struggle with her 
eating disorder



Festival goers at day 
two of Electric Picnic.
Picture: Fergal Phillips

Before you begin
Many news reporters struggle with the freedom of the 
feature article, and vice versa with feature writers who 
are asked to report on a news story.

They are two very diff erent disciplines, and 
few manage to straddle both sides of the 
journalism divide with equal success.

Think of the feature article like a short 
story mixed with a parable - it should 

be entertaining, colourful but 
with important information to 

convey.

  How much space do 
I have?

 What exactly do I 
want to include/
exclude?

What is my deadline?

 Make notes on the 
structure of the 
article - the main 
points of the story 
you wish to get 
across, and in what 
order. And cross them 
off  as you write them.

  Always read over your 
article at least twice, 
do a spell check, and 
make sure all unusual 
words, names, 
website addresses, 
phone numbers and 
place names are 
correct.

 Don’t vary from 
the word count 
suggested, at least 
not by more, or less, 
than 50 words.

Check list

•  Look at your chosen 
theme carefully. Consider 
the questions suggested 
and att empt to answer 
some of them.

•  Start with the important - 
get all the essential details 
in the opening paragraphs.

•   As with news, include all 
the essential details - the 
who, what, where, when 
and why.

•  Always try to fi nd an 
original angle, or hook, 
for your feature. Because 
features allow you more 
freedom, you have an 
opportunity to be more 
adventurous.

•  Use plenty of quotes. If 
they are not quotes you 
gathered yourself, make 
sure you detail the source 
of where they are from.

Tips to writing features:

A feature should 
be entertaining, 

colourful but 
important

Of the hundreds of 
essays we trawled 

through across the four 
categories the Features 
winner was easily one of 

the stand out entries.

Press Pass Judging Panel 
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Life’s looking good after road rescue
IT was a very bitter November 
morning. I was just three 
weeks old. Cold, hungry, 
scared and lonely. 

I had been dumped by 
the side of a very busy road. 
Cars were whizzing by just 
inches from my face as I sat 
there too scared to move. 
Then a car began to slow 
down. A lady had spotted 
me but was unable to stop 
as there were too many 
cars coming up behind 
her. I was devastated as 
she drove past. A minute 
passed and another young 
lady spotted me and put 
on those flashing orange 
lights. She pulled up beside 
me to protect me from the 
other traffic. Her name was 
Alyssa. She picked me up 
and put me into her lovely 
warm car. I was saved.

She took me home where 
her dad, Richard, was 
waiting with warm diluted 
milk and a blanket bed with 
a hot water bottle. When 
Alyssa told him the whole 
story he decided to name 
me Rambo after my ordeal. 
I did not like that name. Her 
mum, Helen, brought me 

kitten formula that evening 
and it was yummy. I felt 
warm and safe.

When Alyssa got back to 
work, word spread around 
the office that she had 
picked up a stray kitten that 
morning. A lady in the same 
office heard this and asked 
her to describe me. She was 
the first lady who tried to 
stop. She had turned around 
and had come back to 
rescue me. She thought the 
worst had happened when I 
was not there any more and 
went to work very upset. 
She was thrilled to hear that 
I was alive and well and 

being looked 
after in Alyssa’s 
home.

The next 
day Richard 
took me to see 
a vet in Kildare 
town. His name 
was Alexis. 
He checked 
me over and 
declared that 
I was healthy 
and in good 
shape, despite 
my ordeal. He 

asked if I had a name and 
when he heard Rambo he 
said that it was a very “odd 
name” for a female kitten. 
Richard changed it on the 
spot to Smudge and I really 
like that because of my 
colouring.

I now live happily with 
the family’s other animals. 
Rescued cats Dennis and 
Maya, who are brother and 
sister, and my best friend, 
Oliver. He is Alyssa’s “big” 
kitten that joined our home 
a year before me. There are 
three rescued dogs, Marley, 
Rocky and Dolly, as well as 
lots of horses and ponies. 
In time I will be allowed to 
go outside to play with the 
other animals.

Life certainly has taken a 
turn for the better for little 
old me.

Name: Smudge

Finest hour: Being 
rescued

Likes: Climbing up 
people’s backs and 
meowing in their ears 
until they feed me

Dislikes: Cold weather 
and scary fast cars

MY PET

n If you would like your pet 
featured in this column please 
send a story of 440 words  
and a photograph to  
snews@independent.ie clearly 
labelled MY PET

Alyssa O’Neill,
Co Kildare

The bread was a high cal-
orie diet of proteins and car-
bohydrates — but seriously 
low in vitamins D and E, cal-
cium and manganese, vital for 
ducks. Angel or slipped wing 
is when the last wrist joint is 
twisted with wing feathers 
pointed out instead of against 
the body. More mature birds 
become hopeless cases as the 
disease is incurable.

Another Kennedy, the Rev 
PG (no relation), author and 
ornithologist of the last cen-
tury, writing in an issue of 
Studies Review in 1947, told 
the delightful story of a Mrs 
Rathbone, of Castlecaldwell, 
Co Fermanagh, hand-rearing 

a clutch of common scoter 
(Mellanitta nigra) wild duck, 
the eggs being hatched by a 
domestic hen. The resultant 
brown-black ducklings proved 
to be great pets — and, said Fr 
Kennedy, “showed a dog-like 
affection for their mistress”.

Each morning she would 
take the birds in a basket 
to a local lake where they 
would rush into the water 
and “gambol, dive and chase 
one another”. When the lady 
felt the ducklings had had 
enough sport, she used to hide 
in bushes and then the little 
ones would miss her from the 
bankside and scramble ashore 
“running hither and tither 

with much anxious cheeping”.
Then, when a bird found 

her, its call-note would change 
and the others would be quick-
ly at her feet and then all 
would climb into the basket 
to be carried home!

There was a sad ending 
when the birds got older, 
became ill and died. Tests 
showed death was caused by 
bone disease due to lack of cal-
cium. Fr Kennedy pointed out 
that scoters in the wild feed 
on molluscs and crustaceans 
which were vital for survival. 

Scoters are sea ducks oc-
casionally seen here in some 
coastal waters during winter 
in straggling groups offshore 
in sandy-bed areas where they 
dive for mussels and sand-eels.

The naturalist David Cabot 
reckons 12,000 birds winter 
here from northern Europe 
and Iceland. The last “suspi-
cion” of Irish breeding birds 
I can find is in Major Rut-
tledge’s Irish Birds for Mayo 
and Fermanagh. 

Angel wing persists in 
some pond places where mal-
lard frequent so please feed 
‘duck seed’ to the birds instead 
of stale bread.

Deadly bread diet killing wild ducks

WILLIAM Allingham remem-
bered “with tears” four ducks 
on a pond, a grass bank be-
yond, blues skies and white 
birds on the wing.

The tears of this poetic 
snatch were no doubt prompt-
ed by sentiment. This was 
before a sight of a sad sail of 
dying birds could rend his 
heart. 

No one had heard of ‘angel 
wing’ and maybe mid-19th 
Century bread crusts thrown 
on the waters contained more 
calcium than today’s white 
pan. A century later, the sight 
of bedraggled pond ducks 
with tiny, sprouting wings dy-
ing from a mysterious ailment 
concentrated scientific minds 
on something called “bilateral 
valgus deformity of the distal 
wings” and the feeding of 
white bread in quantities was 
sourced as a cause of what 
was to be called ‘angel wing’ 
in waterfowl.

COUNTRY
MATTERS
Joe Kennedy

PLEASE: Don’t feed 
the ducks white 
bread — give them 
‘duck seed’ instead

By now, the writing is on the wall — or  
at least it’s on the World Cup wallchart
I

N the film Invictus, 
the fictional Nelson 
Mandela was starting 
to get absorbed in the 
Rugby World Cup of 

1995, filling in the wallchart 
in his office as if performing 
a solemn duty of State.

I guess the film-makers 
were using the wallchart 
to convey the largeness 
of Mandela’s personality, 
which along with the great 
seriousness for which he 
was revered, had this playful 
side.

But maybe it is more 
than just an outbreak of 
childish enthusiasm, this 
desire in the human heart 
which erupts for a few 
weeks every four years, 
to put up a World Cup 
wallchart and to fill it in 
with ritualistic zeal. 

At the very least, it 
gives us the feeling that we 
are involved in this thing 
that is much larger than 
ourselves, that though it is a 
gargantuan event, we own a 
small part of it. 

If we are young, it makes 
us feel a bit grown-up to 
be keeping score in this 
way — and if we are old, it 
makes us feel young to be 
openly allowing ourselves 
this supposedly juvenile 
indulgence. 

Yes, we feel free to talk 
about the wallchart, we 
know that for this month 
only, we have permission to 
perform this exercise which 
at any other time might 

mark us down as being a bit, 
well… unusual. A bit, shall 
we say… a bit odd. 

So we make light of it, 
just in case, we see it as an 
excuse to escape back into 
our youth, just as the World 
Cup in general offers us 
the best excuse available to 
mankind, to drink fantastic 
quantities of beer at strange 
times of the day.

But maybe there is 
more to it than that, maybe 
this wallchart business is 
something that we need 
more than we care to 
acknowledge — which itself 
may sound a bit odd until 
I refer you to the BBC’s 
classified check of the 
football results, and how it 
was done. 

Every Saturday of the 
football season, about 5pm, 
a man would read out all the 
football results of the day 
in England and Scotland, 
in tones of the deepest 
seriousness — of  

the many things that the 
BBC knew back then, this 
one was remarkable, this 
insight of theirs that the 
result of Arsenal v Chelsea 
was to be conveyed in 
tones which were no less 
grave than a statement 
by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer; and 
moreover that the 
result of Cowdenbeath 
v Stenhousemuir was to 
sound just as important 
as anything coming out 
of Highbury, or Stamford 
Bridge, or Downing Street. 

The classified check 
became a ritual as 
sacrosanct as the shipping 
forecast, based on this 
understanding that much of 
our existence may be fragile 
and may be tormented 
by doubt, but when this 
day is over, these things 
at least are true, these 
things at least are settled 
— Arsenal beat Chelsea 2-1, 
and Cowdenbeath drew 
0-0 with Stenhousemuir. 
And on through all the 
divisions, all the results, all 
these facts which are now 
incontrovertible.

It has been written. It 
has been read out on the 
classified check. It is done.

Raise this up to a global 
scale, and we are looking 
at our wallcharts, and we 
are thinking that this world 
is full of madness and 
catastrophe, that it is being 
laid waste by the worst 
of men — some of whom 

are disporting 
themselves in the VIP 
enclosures of Russia 2018 
— but that the World Cup is 
not like the world. It’s better 
than that.

The wallcharts which 
represent it are giving 
us some vision of order, 

even of justice. There is 
something deeply satisfying 
about the design and the 
lay-out, about the way that 
it is all organised so that 
the mere pretenders can 
be seen to fall away, and 
excellence will eventually 
emerge, standing alone at 

the end, 
triumphant — roughly the 
opposite indeed, of the way 
things tend to be organised 
in our everyday lives.

Yes, the worst of men 
with their endless appetite 
for corruption will try 
to interfere even in this 
ancient pursuit of greatness, 

they will attach themselves 
to it in their parasitical way, 
they may even consider the 
possibility of influencing 
the results of games the way 
they influence everything 
else that they touch — by 
bribery and coercion. 

But for once, they will 
not actually win. This is not 

Brexit or the election of 
Trump. At the end of this 
tournament there will 
be a true winner, a sense 

that the most talented 
and the most dedicated 
have prevailed. There 
will be some kind of 
truth, the kind that 
makes us feel better 
about the world. 

And like Mandela 
in the movie, we are 
noting each result on 
the wallchart, we are 

paying our respects every 
day to this superior way of 
doing things — until July 
15 at least, that day which 
now seems so distant, when 
we will take one last look 
at how the World Cup has 
turned out, and we will take 
down that wallchart, and 
face the world again.

Declan Lynch’s 
World Cup Diary

‘The 
wallchart 
gives us a 
sense of 
order, even 
of justice. 
There is 
something 
deeply 
satisfying 
about it’

THE World Cup on TV 
has another thing 
going for it, the fact 

that we tend to watch the 
whole game while it is 
actually happening. 
In recent years, 
the Sky Plus 
machine and 
the virtual 
destruction 
of the 
human 
mind by 
the internet 
have led 
even the 
aficionados 
of the Premier 
League to 
watch the 
game at a 
time of their 
choosing, and 
perhaps skipping 
the boring bits.

But I think we 
all understand that 
the whole point of 
a World Cup game is 
that most of us are 
watching it at the 
same time, and 
that rather than 
fast-forwarding 
it, if anything 
we want it all 
to slow down 
to prolong the 
experience. 

Our support of a top, top, 
top Premier League club 
is effectively a job, so it’s 
natural that the main thing 

we are looking for, is 
the result. We are 

also sometimes 
tormented 

with anxiety, 
our nerves 
unable to 

take the 
full 90 
minutes, 
even 
if our 
attention 

spans 
hadn’t been 
destroyed by 
Google.

But for 
large parts of 

the World Cup 
we couldn’t 

give a monkey’s 
about the result 

or the quality of 
the game, it just 

feels like we’re on 
our holidays.

Which is 
perhaps the secret 
of its eternal 
charm — this 

is not just a 
holiday from 
life, it is a 
holiday from 
football.

Fast forward is 
finally dropped

ON Twitter, 
the eminent 
gastroenterologist 

Dr Anthony O’Connor put 
forward the “unpopular 
opinion” that he thinks a 
48-team World Cup would 
be brilliant. 

I tend to agree with 
him, because on the whole 
if you were to offer me 
a choice between the 64 
games in Russia, or the 
80 that will be tried in the 
USA, Canada and Mexico 
in 2026, I can’t really 
hear myself saying “ah no 
thanks, it’s fine as it is, 
don’t give me any more of 
that stuff” — after all, you 
should never not watch a 
football match.

I would just question 
the official rationale 
behind the 48-team 
tournament, which is “an 
attempt to increase global 
interest in the World Cup”.

Right. 
They’ve tried 

everything else and all 
they’ve got to show for it 
is a few hundred million 
watching Morocco v Iran 
in the afternoon.

Desperate times…

More the 
merrier 
with 48 
teams

THERE will be 
those who do not 
understand these 

things, who will also be 
calling for some sense 
of “perspective” when 
they hear the Spain 
manager, Julen Lopetegui, 
describing being sacked 
two days before the 
tournament as the “saddest 
day of my life since the 
death of my mother”.

I wouldn’t doubt the 
man for a moment. And 
I have never doubted  
a certain William 
Shakespeare of Stratford-
upon-Avon and England, 
whose work on the nature 
of tragic heroism resonates 
at Russia 2018 just as it did 
in 2002, in Saipan.

For allegedly failing 
to inform Luis Rubiales, 
the head of the Spanish 
Football Federation until 
the last minute that he was 
about to be announced 
as the next Real Madrid 
manager, Lopetegui was 
sacked by Rubiales on 
what you might call a 
point of principle — you 
might also call it a point 
of big swinging macho 
recklessness, for which 
there was no need. 

Yes it was startlingly 
similar in its dramatic 
construction to the horrors 
of Saipan, with the same 
maddening forces in play — 
as Shakespeare has taught 
us, a tragedy is not just 
about some terrible person 
doing terrible things, but 

about a person who may be 
quite right, up to a point, 
a person who is even quite 
admirable, up to a point, 
doing terrible things. 

And what is that point, 
up to which you are 
sympathetic with that 
person — but beyond which 
you are appalled ? Aye, 
there’s the rub…

Now the Spaniards are 
finding out what we have 
known since 2002 — that 
this conflict is not really 
between Lopetegui and 
Rubiales, just as ours was 
not really between Keane 

and McCarthy. 
It is ultimately 

a conflict within 
ourselves. This is 
why we are torn, 
we have our own 
struggles trying 
to figure out if 
we should do 
the noble thing 
which could 
result in chaos, 
or just let it go 
for the sake of a 
quiet life.

Though 
traditionally 
the troubles 
of Spain were 

more straightforward — 
they just didn’t like one 
another, the players of 
Real Madrid which was 
associated with Franco, and 
those of Barcelona which 
fought Franco. Throw a few 
of your Basques in there 
and you can see why it 
wasn’t easy to get them all 
on the same page, until this 
century at least.

So when football 
commentators would 
muse on the mystery of 
why Spain, with so many 
wonderful footballers, 
could never get it 
together to win a major 
international tournament, 
there was no real mystery  
— it was our old friend, the 
Spanish Civil War.

Ah, it was simpler then...

more straightforward — 
they just didn’t like one 
another, the players of 
Real Madrid which was 
associated with Franco, and 
those of Barcelona which 
fought Franco. Throw a few 
of your Basques in there 
and you can see why it 
wasn’t easy to get them all 
on the same page, until this 
century at least.

commentators would 
muse on the mystery of 
why Spain, with so many 

and McCarthy. 

wonderful footballers, 
could never get it 
together to win a major 
international tournament, 
there was no real mystery  
— it was our old friend, the 
Spanish Civil War.

It is ultimately ‘You might 
also call it a 
point of big 
swinging  
macho  
recklessness’

MATCH 
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more. Thousands of young Irish pro-fessionals now either can’t find a place to rent, find their income severely squeezed if they do or can’t afford to save the deposit for their own home as they fork out up to half their wages on rent.
I clicked the ‘reserve’ button myself online many times this week. No replies, just a grim scenario.In Dun Laoghaire, a letting agency advertises a smart-looking one-bed apartment in a new complex that looks like it’s been developed purely for letting. 

‘Prices from €1,650, phase one fully reserved, register your interest in phase two now,’ the ad says. Scrap that one from the list.But the rise of the €1,600 one-bed isn’t restricted to upmarket areas — it’s happening right across the  city. There’s a one-bed duplex in Dublin 7 clearly geared up for multi- occupancy with single beds in the bedroom and a sofa bed in the living room — €1,595 a month rent, likely to be shared by up to four tenants. It already had 2,000 online views by the time I found it.
There’s another ordinary one-bed near the quays in Dublin 8 — small, dark, very average. 
Places like this would have rented for €1,100 not so long ago. Now the asking price is €1,550.
Up the road in Islandbridge, a land-lord wants €1,650 a month for the short-term letting of an unfurnished one-bed. It was originally advertised for €1,495, the price rose by €155 in just four days.
Over in the Liberties, what looks like a council flat has a double bed and two bunks squeezed into its one and only bedroom; asking price 

€1,695. Only a couple with young children and no choice or cash-strapped overseas students could face this scenario.
Because, of course, it’s not only young professionals who are being squeezed. Young families are facing monthly rents of well over €2,000 for dowdy houses that haven’t seen a lick of paint in years. Again, it’s city-wide, from Milltown to Beaumont.Young couples who want to settle down and perhaps start a family are facing a tough challenge.

Average rents across the country rose by 11.5% in the year to March, according to Daft.ie’s latest rental report for the first three months of the year, taking them to €1,261 monthly. The biggest increases were in Dublin, where average rents rose by 12.8% in the past year to nearly €1,900, 30% higher per month than ten years ago.
‘It has got much worse in the last six months,’ says Ciara Hearns. ‘A friend of mine moved back to Dublin 

rent limit at €1,500,’ says the 26-year-old tour operator employee. ‘But we had to re-think that figure, we can’t afford it. We haven’t seen a one-bed for less than €1,400. There’s no affordability in the area we want to live in.’

in August last year and had eight viewings in a weekend; we didn’t manage that number of viewings in two months. We didn’t get very far at all in our search,’ she says. ‘Most applications are ignored. 
‘If you do get a viewing there’s zero notice — at 10am you get notice of a 2pm or 5pm viewing, neither of which I can make as I work nine to five. Either that or viewings will be can-celled at short notice because the flat has been let the previous day.‘The standard of accommodation  is a joke. You find a one-bed in Walkinstown for €1,400 and quickly realise it’s a converted granny flat  at the end of someone’s garden with a sofa, bed, cooking area and not much more.

‘One place I saw in Donnybrook was so awful that I really thought someone was playing a prank on me. 

It was like something from the 1980s in a complex that looked like an old asylum. They wanted €1,400 for it and I thought, someone will take it because they’ve no other choice.’According to Ciara, pressure in the market is leading to questionable practices. ‘Flat hunters are bluffing just to get their foot in the door  at viewings, saying they’ll pay a number of months rent in advance,’ she says. 
‘If there are two couples at a view-ing, one will offer to pay more per month to get the apartment. There’s a lot of haggling going on and you can’t trust that the advertised rent will turn out to be the actual rent. It’s a money-making racket where people are being pitted against  each other.

‘Private viewings are rare. You only get to spend a short amount of time with a group of other people in what could become your home and there’s no personal touch from agents.‘We come from decent homes and we want to find somewhere to live that we’re both happy in on a day-to-day basis. We know people who are living in nice places in Kildare for the same price as the mediocre apart-ments we’re seeing in Dublin but we want to live within a 35-40 minute work commute.
‘We don’t want to pay €1,600 a month for sub-standard accommo-dation and feel we’re not being looked after in any way by the cur-rent Government.’
Software developer Charlie Crean, 28, considers himself one of the lucky ones. After an intense search he managed to find a two-bedroom apartment on Dublin’s northside  for €1,250.
‘The previous tenant was long term so because of rent pressure zone rules the landlord couldn’t raise the rent by more than 4%,’ he says.The Wexford man found a home for himself and his girlfriend but not before an intense search. Over five weeks, he notched up 63 applica-tions, 24 replies and 15 viewings.‘It was pretty awful — stressful, exhausting and time-consuming,’ he says. ‘It distracts you at work, you can’t make plans for your time off because you have to be constantly prepared to go to last-minute view-ings. I spent entire evenings on my phone refreshing property websites. I spoke about nothing else the entire 

C
IArA Hearns copies and pastes her application letter and clicks the ‘reserve’ button on property website Daft, hoping to be  invited to an open viewing. No reply. Even if she manages to get her foot in the door of the one-bedroom apartment with a gaggle of other des-perate renters, it’s over her budget.Every two hours, one-bed apartment  notifications pop up on her screen: €1,400, €1,500, €1,600 and above. ‘We set our monthly 

After two months of serious searching, Ciara and her boyfriend are taking a break from flat-hunting and ‘having the same conversation every day’. They’re getting nowhere — five viewings from up to 60 applications she reck-ons. She will continue to live in her family home in west Dublin, he in his family home on the southside, their desire to set up home together denied, their relationship stuck in a kind of teenage bubble.
Welcome to the new normal, where bog-standard one-bed flats which would have struggled to rent for €800 a month five years ago are now being advertised for €1,600 and 

by Catherine 
Murphy

Rent crisis: Will we ever find a home?

‘Someone will 
take it because 

they’ve no choice’

‘We didn’t get far, 
most applications 

are ignored’
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time. Even after I got a place I found myself automatically click-ing on property websites, I had got so used to doing it.
‘I was lucky that my manager has a young family and knows how bad the rental market is in Dublin so she gave me the option of working from my family home in Wexford if I didn’t manage to find a place. ‘But at times my brain switched to thinking, why do I need to be in Dublin at all? I reckoned I could find a house in Wexford for the same price as a one-bed flat in Dublin.’

Charlie viewed two to three places a week, sometimes four, queuing up with dozens of other flat-hunters. ‘I spoke to owners and agents whenever I got the chance,’ he says. ‘And the consen-

sus was that after 120-200 applica-tions are received, viewings are closed off.From those applications, 15 or 20 get invited to an open viewing. Some agents read through the applications, others just invite the first 20 on the list. 
‘You could have the best refer-ence in the world and it doesn’t matter, they’re not basing their decisions on that.
‘I went to one viewing beside St James’s Hospital and as I queued up the previous tenant left with his bags. They wanted it rented out immediately. 
‘The flat was small and dingy and hadn’t even been cleaned. I felt awful after that viewing — the ask-ing price was around €1,400.‘Early on in my search I viewed a one-bed for €1,400 that I didn’t 

think was worth the money. I with-drew my application then spent ages regretting it. I started off looking in the area I wanted to live in but the net got wider and wider as it became clear I wouldn’t be able to find anything there.’Charlie believes patience and perseverance paid off. ‘Lots of places came up for €1,500 or €1,600,’ he says. ‘But I stuck to my guns and set my saved searches at €1,200-1,300. I skipped 2pm view-ings and passed over flats where the couch is in front of the sink and the bed is next to the oven. ‘In the end it was also about luck,’ he says. 
‘I was on the shortlist for a place but didn’t get it. The agent offered to show me another apartment in the same complex before putting it 

online. It is worth chatting to agents about other properties on their books.’
Secondary school teacher Sarah Sherlock is dreading the end of May. She has already started look-ing for a new place to rent but by then she’ll have to commit to the hard slog of dedicated searching.‘It’s the end of the school year and I’m thinking, I can’t believe I have to go through this all over again,’ she says. 

Sarah, 27, and her partner of five years previously lived in an apart-ment in Stepaside. 
‘We considered ourselves lucky when we got that,’ she says. ‘But it took us six months and literally begging to get it. 
‘I worked in a café at the time and happened to chat to the father 

of the letting agent who said he’d put a good word in for us. It was a two-bed apartment and we shared with a third person to make it more affordable.’
After a year, the landlady refused to continue the lease. ‘She said she was refurbishing the place, that we could move out for a month and begin a new lease afterwards. She was clearly raising the rent either way. We had been paying €1,250 rent. A month later, I saw it adver-tised online for €1,700.’

Some landlords are trying to get around rent pressure zones rules by claiming to refurbish properties before starting new leases with rent increases that are above the legal 4% level.
Sarah and her partner spent much of last year looking for an apartment but didn’t manage to get one. They both moved back to their family homes in Wexford but the commute got to Sarah. ‘Last year I was spending most of my time in the car, I had to do something,’ she says. She decided to look for a house share. ‘It was disastrous,’ she says. ‘I applied for 30 viewings and got three.’Still, she considers herself lucky to have eventually found a room. ‘I share a house with other teachers and the owners are lovely laidback people. My boyfriend commutes from Wexford to Dublin each day but if he needs to stay over, they’re fine about it — a lot of places wouldn’t be.

‘I’m paying €500 a month for a box room but that’s a much better deal than other teachers I know who are sharing. But I have to move out of that house as the owners don’t want to share next year. I’ve already started looking so that I’ll have a place by September. I also 

know I’ll have to pay rent during the summer when I’m not there much, just to hold on to it.’Sarah and her boyfriend work near each other in Dublin and meet for dinner after work, then in Wexford at weekends. 
‘We’ve been together five years,’ she says. ‘The relationship is at a point where we’d like to take the next step and live together but  we can’t. 
‘We both have full-time jobs  with decent wages but nothing is coming up that we can afford. Also, you literally need to apply the  second a property goes online.‘My take home pay is €2,100 a month. If we rent a one-bedroom apartment, my share of the rent will be up to €800. That’s before I spend anything on food, bills,  car insurance and tax or the  credit union loan I took out for my €12,000 H Dip course, which has given me a Masters but also a loan that eats a large chunk of my monthly wage.

‘It just seems to be one knock after another for people our age. We’re already protesting over teachers’ pay, should we now pro-test over rents too? It’s exhausting and you’ve got to prioritise. ‘We’re dying to find a place where we have some security, don’t have to move out after a year and can make it our home but we’re not being given a chance.’

‘It just seems to 
be one knock 
after another’

An apartment so bad 
she thought it was  
a prank, cancelled 

viewings and being 
pitted against other 

desperate renters  
– Ciara and her 

boyfriend both have 
full-time jobs but she 
reveals the tortuous 

process they face in a 
rental market gone mad

Constant search: 
Ciara Hearns feels 
frustrated by the 
rental market
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They’re the drugs that combat the rarest of diseases. But they’re so specialised that their price tags are increasingly putting them out of reach. How much longer will Irish patients continue to miss out on such medicines?

Health special

There is a widespread perception 
that new drugs will only be 
made available to those patients 
who shout the loudest. The 
process lacks transparency. 
The industry’s morals are questionable. As the medicines watchdog predicts an avalanche of expensive orphan drugs, what does the future hold for those with a rare disease? 

By Susan Mitchell

Billion dollarORPHANS

It is almost impossible to turn on the radio or open a newspaper without hearing about the “miraculous” bene-fits of the latest drug. New cancer ther-apies, and treatments for cystic fibro-sis, Duchenne muscular dystrophy and rare developmental conditions have all come on-stream in recent years. 
The world is full of stories of sick patients who have either been given a second chance by these new drugs, or who are being denied access to a possible life-saving treatment. 

In recent times, campaigners have taken to the streets to urge the state to fund drugs including Orkambi (to treat cystic fibrosis) and Respreeza (genetic emphysema).
As an increasing number of orphan drugs become available to treat rare diseases, policymakers are concerned at the budget implications. Orphan drugs typically come with eye- watering price tags, the justification being that they only treat small

to page 2

Strensiq, a medication for 
rare soft-bone disease, is one of 
the most expensive prescription 
medicines ever launched
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STRIKE A POSE
An unfolding event, a portrait of modern 
Ireland, human emotion, a stunning 
landscape, a study of wildlife, children 
jumping on a trampoline, someone 
catching a fish — it really is a personal 
opinion as to what makes a good 
photograph. 
More often than not it is simply a case 
of being in the right place at the right 
time — with a camera in hand, of course. 
Nowadays using a camera is much more 
simplified. With the automated features in 
pocket cameras and on phones, it really is 
a case of point and shoot. 
Photographs communicate information in 
a powerful way and the key to analysing 
or reading the information a photograph 
communicates is simple. We use specific 
questions to decode, evaluate, and 
respond to photographic images. 
When looking at a photograph we need 
to consider not only the content of 
the photograph but the intent of the 
photographer. It is important to think 
consciously and critically and to pay 
attention to all aspects of the image. 

Keelin Molloy, Veronica Hanrahan, Kissandra O’ Shea pictured 2018 Press Pass Awards. Photo by Andres Poveda, 

Photo by Veronica Hanrahan, Colaiste Mhuire, Ennis

Photojournalism

Learn from last year’s winner
WINNER
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LIGHTHOUSE LEAP by Dara Mac Dónaill

Photo: HAND MAID IN DUBLIN by Laura Hutton

SCRUM TIME by Dan Sheridan
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•   Move in closer - fi ll the frame for a bett er shot.

•  Be quick, and always be ready to take your shot 
as things change in front of you.

•  Photograph the same subject from diff erent 
angles and distances to get the best eff ect.

•  Where is the light coming from? See how it 
aff ects your picture and think about how you can 
make the most of the light you have.

•  Emphasise your main subject and avoid any 
unnecessary distractions.

•  You have a maximum fi le size of 3MB for entries - 
you might also consider having a minimum size of 
1 MB to make sure your photo is big enough.

Tips to taking 
a better picture

Murmuration Cloud by Cyril Byrne

‘Bragger’ by Andres Poveda

HOLDING THE PARTY LINE by Gerry Mooney

Tutorial

unnecessary distractions.

Photojournalism
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STRONG RIGHT
by Stephen McCarthy

TAKE AWAY LUNCH IN THE GREEN
by Cyril Byrne
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Facts are sacred, comment is free. 
So said the fabled editor of the 
Manchester Guardian, CP Scott , 

around the start of the last century. 
This dictum has been handed down 

through generations of newspapers, usually 
interpreted as a shot across the bows of 
those who would comment rather than 
report. 

In the near century since Scott ’s heyday, 
comment has been elevated within the 
pages of newspapers, but today, in the 
internet age, his dictum has more relevance 
than ever. The web is choc-a-bloc with 
comment, much of it litt le more than top 
of the head opinion, the kind of stuff  that 
would have Scott  spinning in his grave. 

For those of us who do write opinion 

pieces in newspapers, there is a lot more 
required than just the capacity to have an 
opinion. 

The fi rst tool of the opinion writer should 
be the ability to write. You may have a 
subject that is diffi  cult to sustain. 

On these days, the reader might derive 
enjoyment from reading something that is 
well writt en.

Our old friends the facts are sacred in 
comment. For opinion to hold any water it 
must be based on fact. For example, if you 
are arguing that the Government is doing a 
terrible job, then facts require that you back 
up such a contention. 

Opinion poll results, policies that have 
had a devastating impact on some people, 
the performance of leading politicians, all of 

these must be analysed in furthering such 
an argument, and facts must be sprinkled 
throughout the off ering. Never, ever rely on 
the web for your facts, for if you do, you will 
fail, if not today, then certainly in the near 
future. 

Experience is a good ally for the opinion 
writer. In order to garner opinions you must 
have some knowledge of the way things 
work, such as politics, the courts, areas 
like planning or education. If you have a 
reasonably good knowledge then you are 
aware when something is not right, and your 
passion is ready to be fi red up. 

Comment may indeed be free, but when 
it’s done properly, it certainly isn’t easy.

MARTIN’S FAREWELL
by Mark Marlow

Comment

Comment is free, 
but never easy

COMMENT 25March 4 • 2018  The Irish Mail on Sunday

P AUL JOSPEH GOEB-
BELS was the infamous 
Reich minister of com-
munications for Nazi 
Germany. He was a bril-
liant practitioner in the 

dark arts of propaganda and a viru-
lent anti-Semite. Last week in the 
Dáil, the Strategic Communica-
tions Unit’s labours were likened to 
the work of Hitler’s close friend. 
However odious the comparison, it 
shows the level of suspicion that 
Leo Varadkar’s new communica-
tions machine has engendered.

The SCU is located in a large cor-
ner suite on the ground floor of the 
north wing of Government Build-
ings’ quadrangle. The suite looks 
out, not on the lawns and fountains 
of the quadrangle’s centrepiece, 
but on an alleyway where ministers 
park their luxury cars. The SCU 
shares this office with the Govern-
ment Information Service (GIS), 
the old press organisation that it 
will eventually absorb. The SCU is 
commandeering the suite and con-
quering GIS, but they’re all low-
profile civil servants, guaranteed a 
job for life and a healthy pension, 
so nobody will fall out.

One room along from the SCU/
GIS suite is a smaller, more under-
stated office. This was once occu-
pied by the Government press 
secretary, Fergal Purcell.

He aggressively controlled Enda 
Kenny’s press operation and was 
jettisoned soon after his boss. The 
new Government Press Secretary, 
Nick Miller, has moved to an office 
adjoining the Taoiseach’s, up a floor 
and on another wing. It’s a good 
five-minute walk away.

Purcell’s old office is now 
occupied by a civil servant 
with a high profile – John 
Concannon. Last summer, 
Concannon was chosen by 
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar to 
run the powerful new SCU.

S INCE Leo founded it last 
summer the SCU has 
been attacked by the 
opposition parties for its 
industrial escalation of 
the Taoiseach’s publicity 

campaign. The SCU was last week 
accused in the Dáil of co-ordinating 
a newspaper advertising campaign 
cloaked as real news.  

Concannon has been in the public 
sector since 2006, when he joined 
Fáilte Ireland as the director of 
market development. After that he 
was a director of Creative Ireland 
(from where he is on secondment) 
and he has lots of marketing quali-
fications. But he has the gold-plated 
security of an assistant secretary 
grade in the civil service, with a 
salary of between €122,313 and 
€139,728.

Concannon is no PR man, he will 
tell you. He likes to think he’s a 
‘business strategist’. The SCU is 
modelled on a corporate internal 
communications model. It wants 
the disparate departments in Gov-

ernment to speak the same lan-
guage and communicate with the 
outside world in the same voice.

Varadkar set up the SCU 
almost as soon as he 
kicked Enda Kenny out 

last June. Concannon says 
he and Leo had a ‘philosoph-

ical discussion’ which led to 
the former Creative Ireland 

director being asked to head the 
SCU. Colleagues who share the 
ground-floor corridor say Concan-
non is a man hard not to like. 

He is relentlessly positive and 
outgoing. Concannon speaks of 
Leo’s ‘clarity blowing him away’ 
and how he loves Leo’s ‘wow fac-
tor’. Concannon caught Varadkar’s 
eye too, as the marketing man who 
turned a few boreens on the west 
coast into a tourism phenomenon. 
He created the Wild Atlantic Way 
by sticking logos on road signs and 
a slick marketing campaign. But it 
was simple genius and it worked 
spectacularly.

Concannon was given a few staff 
initially. They were mostly former 
Government press liaison officers. 
Andrea Pappin, an assistant princi-
pal officer (higher), earning 
between €66,457 and €81,924 was 
brought from the Brexit press 
officer role to serve as Concannon’s 
deputy. Eugene Farrelly and Kate 
O’Toole, assistant principal offic-
ers, earning between €66,457 and 
€81,924, joined too.

Journalists have dealt with these 

three for years in various Govern-
ment press roles. Pappin was 
known in Leinster House most 
recently as a Brexit spokeswoman. 
You might know her from a viral 
YouTube clip from 2013 where she 
danced with a taxi driver.

The SCU will ultimately have 
scavenged 15 civil servants from 
across the system. Besides the 
 senior aides are lower grades. They 
bring specialist skills like that of 
Nick Callan. 

He has produced multimedia con-
tent since 2012 for the Govern-
ment’s social media accounts and 
will do that for the SCU. He is also 
a photographer and takes home an 
administrative officer’s salary of 
between €29,742 and €56,415.

THERE is lots of work at 
computer screens – the 
Taoiseach is obsessed 
with social media. Oth-
ers will be like Katie 
Archer, a clerical 

officer who earns from €23,565 to 
€36,515. They will do the more 
mundane office tasks but will, 
 crucially, know the system.

The SCU reports to Varadkar’s 
civil service gatekeeper, Martin 
Fraser, the secretary general at the 
Department of the Taoiseach. Fra-
ser, a taciturn civil service lifer 
from Malahide in Co. Dublin, is not 
known to speak often of his 
 Taoiseach’s ‘wow factor’.

Fraser is the country’s most sen-

ior civil servant, and earns €190,000 
a year – five grand more than the 
Taoiseach. And Fraser treats the 
SCU with great respect. Indeed 
few people in Government get 
more facetime with Fraser than 
Concannon.

Sometimes, like on October 12 
last, Concannon will meet Fraser at 
9am. The two discuss how to mar-
ket the Government for half an 
hour. Most weeks Fraser holds at 
least two meetings with a senior 
SCU member. But from Monday, 
October 23 to Thursday, Octo-
ber 26, Fraser meets with 
the SCU six times. That’s a 
lot of time for the second 
most powerful man in the 
country to spend with a 
marketing unit. 

On Wednesday that week 
 Fraser and Concannon meet for 
half an hour until 8pm, take a break  
and then the two meet again,  
with the Taoiseach, at 9pm for 
another hour.

They discuss Concannon’s plan. 
He wants the Government to intro-
duce ‘joined-up thinking’, a phrase 
that makes many want to reach for 
the revolver. The SCU identified 
450 Government websites – he 
wants a single web portal.

Concannon has given the 15 Gov-
ernment departments one logo – 
the ‘Government of Ireland’.

There were public awareness 
campaigns on the National Devel-
opment Plan, the Children’s Hospi-

tal and the Rugby World Cup.
Had Varadkar stuck to the corpo-

rate communications model, the 
SCU might have worked okay. But 
this is not the corporate world, this 
is the realm of politics.

Politicians and civil servants have 
never understood or trusted the 
corporate model business, for that 
world demands tangible results. 
Successful businessmen mostly 
answer to shareholders, so 
 openness and disclosure is not a 
problem. These things are a 
 problem for politicians.

The ludicrous scenes (there have 
been a few lately) get most 
 coverage. Yet our parliament, 
 modelled on the Houses of West-
minster, does some things well. It 
excels in exposing evasiveness and 
double dealing. 

Opposition leaders get a few 
hours to interrogate Varadkar most 
Tuesdays during Questions to the 
Taoiseach. Micheál Martin, Mary 
Lou MacDonald and Brendan 
 Howlin relentlessly questioned 
Varadkar on the SCU.  

CHART the minutiae of 
Varadkar’s disclosures 
to the Dáil, and Free-
dom of Information rev-
e l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s 
newspaper, and you will 

see that he tried to conceal the 
scope of the SCU.

He said that it would be cost-
 neutral, yet he allocated €5m to it 
in the Budget. He said it would 
have a small staff – it now has 15. 
He said that it would not subsume 
GIS – it is doing just that.

The SCU’s output is focused on 
the Taoiseach. The Rugby World 
Cup advert film featured Varadkar 
more prominently, and more often, 
than rugby legend Brian O’Driscoll. 
The Health Ireland video did not 
feature the Minister for Health but 
had lots of Varadkar.

The opposition fears the SCU’s 
ability to advertise Leo through 
social media. And all the while the 

Taoiseach has a large, highly 
paid retinue of non-civil 
service advisers.
The SCU’s advertising and 

marketing blitz for the 
National Development Plan has 

turned into a catastrophe. Vague 
promises of future metros can’t be 
marketed like breakfast cereal.

The SCU has endured a merciless 
political and media attack. 
 Concannon will not have experi-
enced anything like this before. 
Some of their advertising cam-
paigns are up for review. 

The SCU was set up, we are told, 
to be a positive force in promulgat-
ing the work of government. Ironi-
cally one of its first major 
challenges  is convincing the popu-
lation that it is not just a cynical 
propagandist machine using tax-
payer’s money to promote the 
Great Leader, Leo Varadkar.

And that will be a harder sell than 
the glorious west of Ireland.

john      lee
Political JoURNaliSt of the YeaR

Everything 
you need to 
know about 
Varadkar’s  
propaganda 
PR matrix

THe ONe?:  
The Strategic 
Communications 
unit is accused  
of being Neo’s, 
sorry Leo’s, 
personal PR 
vehicle

propaganda 
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ThaT Denmark has the ability, not only 
to grant the planning permission, but to 
actually build two apple data centres in 
the time that it has taken our authorities 
to decide to deny planning for one such 
centre is very concerning. 

We have had, of course, a peculiar 
 relationship with the planning laws in  
this country with myriad instances  
over the years indicating that it was a 
process that, historically, was wide open to 
abuse. It is also a process that has tradi-
tionally dragged its heels when it comes to 
decision making.

Now apple has abandoned its plans for 
the proposed centre in athenry, citing the 
delays in planning over a three-year period 
as the reason for pulling out of the project. 
a project that would have provided some 
much-needed jobs for this part of Galway 
and would have created a state-of-the-art 
data centre.

There were a number of people promi-
nent in their objections to the granting of 
the apple planning approval. That is their 
democratic right and it is to be welcomed 
that citizens take notice and care about 
what affects their environment and their 
community.

On all kinds of planning issues there can 
be many genuine concerns, concerns that 
are due proper consideration and 
 investigation before planning is either 
granted or denied. That is entirely as 
things should be.

The problem, therefore, does not lie with 
objectors per se. Rather it lies with a sys-
tem that is structured in a way that allows 
for the process to be dragged on and on, 
not for a matter of a few months, but, as 
with the apple project, for years. 

That an €850million project should have 
the plug pulled because the company in 
question can no longer afford to wait 
around at the pleasure of our planning 
authorities is simply not acceptable. 

This is not about specific approval or 
denial, this is about the need for a stream-
lined system that operates swiftly and effi-
ciently and, crucially, reaches a decision 
within an acceptable timeframe.

Day a nation wept
NO-ONe who heard emma Mhic Mhath-
úna’s heartbreaking interview on RTÉ 
Radio 1’s Morning Ireland yesterday could 
fail to have been moved. It was obvious 
indeed to all who listened that the nor-
mally steely presenter audrey Carville was, 
herself, extremely upset. 

as emma Mhic Mhathúna echoed on 
radio the appalling reality of her terminal 
diagnosis as outlined in an interview with 
this newspaper yesterday, everyone listen-
ing knew that it was one of those broad-
cast interviews that will never be forgot-
ten. Like Marian Finucane’s interview with 
Nuala O’Faolain back in 2008. Tragic as  
Ms O’Faolain’s situation was, however, she 
hadn’t been denied the truth about her 
cancer, she hadn’t been part and parcel of 
a cover-up.

Yet that is precisely where emma Mhic 
Mhathúna, and Vicky Phelan, and Orla 
who rang into Liveline to say that she 
awaits news of her own fate next week, 
now find themselves. It’s where countless 
other women may well still find themselves 
too. Seriously ill because no-one told them 
what had been going on. No-one gave them 
the information about their own health 
that they were entitled to.

The internal memo to departing hSe 
director-general Tony O’Brien in 2016 
warned about negative media coverage 
over its information failure but stated that 
there was a communications strategy in 
place to deal with the fall-out. 

What the hSe and CervicalCheck needs 
is not a communications strategy. What is 
needed now is a service that is trustworthy 
and fit for purpose, a service that will never 
again let down the women of Ireland in 
such a brutal, unfeeling and cavalier 
manner. 

snail-pace planning 
system is a disgrace

Her dignity left us in 
tears. Now, for Emma, 
her children and the 

women we betrayed, 
we must feel her rage 

discharges. Remember, she had not 
 suffered these symptoms on the other 
four children, but still she was told they 
were effects caused by her pregnancy. 

She was on immunosuppressants for 
Crohn’s disease, which has been linked to 
a higher risk of cervical cancer, but that 
too was ignored. In July 2016, she went to 
a&e and was bleeding on the floor but 
she was told she would have to wait until 
the end of October for an ultrasound.

She was bleeding on the floor.
In front of them.
and they sent her home.
Later that year, another smear test 

picked up the fact that she had Stage 2B 
cervical cancer. The tumour had been 
present that July, the cause of the symp-
toms she begged them to investigate, and 
they did nothing.

Relentless 
So she underwent gruelling, invasive 

treatment, including internal radiation 
that left her so sick she, at one point, was 
hospitalised for a month while a friend 
minded her children.

Finally, on april 4 just gone, she was 
told she was free of cancer, but less than 
a fortnight later found another lump in 
the same area. On Wednesday, she 
received the news that her cancer was 
back and has spread to her lungs, and 
that her condition is terminal. 

Some time today, when you and I will be 
making plans for the weekend, hoping 
that Leinster win the Champions  
Cup and Ryan O’Shaughnessy wins 
 eurovision, emma will sit in an office. 
and there, someone will tell her when she 
is going to die.

even typing those words is making me 
shiver, so I struggle to imagine what it 
would be like to hear them. Imagine send-
ing your children off to school, and trying 
to compose yourself before heading off to 

I 
DON’T even know if my little 
baby is going to remember 
me.’ They were the 13 words 
that went through the heart 
of a nation like a spear,  

and left anyone who heard  
them simultaneously mute with 
sadness and with rage. 

I wasn’t driving yesterday when emma 
Mhic Mhathúna was interviewed on RTÉ 
Radio 1’s Morning Ireland, but I suspect 
if I had been, and had looked sideways, 
every driver on the road would have had 
tears running down his or her face.

The anguish in emma’s voice was so 
raw, so palpable, so desolate, it made for 
deeply uncomfortable listening, but it 
and the interview emma gave to Jenny 
Friel in this newspaper yesterday were  
a powerful reminder of one thing, and  
it is this. 

We must not lose sight of what the 
 CervicalCheck scandal is all about. It is 
not about bureaucracy. It is not about 
Tony O’Brien, the hapless head of the 
hSe whose cyborg lack of emotion this 
week has been startling. It is not about 
politicians. It is not about procedures. It 
is not about defending or protecting the 
institutions of the State.

It is about women. Full stop. Women 
such as Vicky Phelan whose clarity of 
intent and refusal to be cowed have made 
her a towering figure in the history of our 
country, the woman who hopefully has 
changed forever the culture of omertà 
and – forgive the language, but I’m mad 
as hell – the relentless arse-covering that 
blights every aspect of public life.

It is about emma Mhic Mhathúna, a 
lone parent to five children aged between 
two and 15. She is one of the 209 women 
whose smear tests were misread, some of 
whom already have died and others who 
face hearing the same devastating news 
that was delivered to emma this week.

The failure to correctly identify obvious 
signs of cancer in a smear test emma 
underwent in 2013 was the gravest of 
errors, but it might, if you were to be 
excessively charitable, be put down to 
human error. 

except that is not good enough, because 
no one person alone ever should be left  
to check every test, and we still have  
no idea if all the oversight protocols were 
 followed in the laboratory contracted to 
assess them.

even more chillingly, though, multiple 
signs were missed. emma knew she was 
sick, but her concerns were routinely 
 dismissed. At 35, as she was then, and 
with five children, who could know her 
own body better than emma? Instead, 
she was treated with condescension.

When she was pregnant with her young-
est child, Donnacha, she was worried 
about excessive tiredness and unusual 

that meeting. Imagine the emotions  
that would be running through your  
head – the regret, the sadness, the anger, 
at how needless and pointless the whole 
situation had become. 

Often on this page, I indulge my 
 frivolous side and write about the fripper-
ies that make life what it is, a vast ocean 
of possibility and an endless source of 
fun. For the third week in a row, though, 
even thinking about such trivialities is 
beyond me as I again have to address 
Ireland’s profoundly negligent treatment 
of women, a national shame for which we 
not only never have fully atoned, but that 
we perpetuate. 

Today, as has been the case every day 
since Vicky Phelan stood on the court 
steps and defiantly laid down a marker 
that she would not be muzzled by the 
State that was supposed to protect her, 
we will hear of efficacy rates in the testing 
process, and how the new hPV test will 
be more accurate, and we will ask why 
the head of the hSe – who was asked to 
resign ‘respectfully’ – declined to do so 
until last night when the pressure from 
emma became to great, even for him.

Respectfully? Yesterday, when asked 
what he thought of emma’s interview, 
the one that those unconnected to her 
listened to as their lower lips trembled, 
Tony O’Brien said he hadn’t heard it. 
Where is the respect in that? If I were 
him, I think the very least I would do, to 
prepare for my day, is listen to RTÉ’s 
 flagship news show, even if it cynically 
was to plan my arse-covering strategy.

But, look, enough of him – he will go 
now, unlamented – and back to emma. It 
would be lovely if someone could give her 
a hug, then look her in the eye and tell 
her, yes, of course Donnacha will remem-
ber her as he grows up, but that sadly 
cannot be said with certainty. and this is 
where we come in. Long after the clini-
cians and the politicians are footnotes to 
history, we must remember the names of 
emma, Vicky and all the women so badly 
failed in what now surely is the worst 
medical scandal in our history.

We must do everything in our power to 
demand change, to demand that women 
are listened to when they know they are 
sick, to accept that they know their own 
bodies better than anyone, and that if a 
concern is voiced, that voice must be 
 listened to, immediately. 

above all, we must tell Donnacha, and 
his siblings Oisín, Mario, Séamus and 
Natasha, that their Mammy loved them 
very much and that we know this because, 
even through her tears, even with her 
voice shaking, even as she faced the 
toughest news of her life, she was thinking 
only of them, the joy they brought her, 
and the love they shared.

and for emma Mhic Mhathúna, in her 
remaining time, we wish her only love  
and strength.

philip nolan 

practice years ago, so who’s the chump now?
When I watched you during the debates,

gurning and spitting like a partially plucked Muppet,
I thought ‘that man really speaks for the people’.
Not brown people, of course, or women, Muslims or
the poor… but some people. You speak to the scared
ones, you fill them up with words about strength
but what you’re really doing is manufacturing more
fear, picking at their insecurities like a scab. You tell
them that they’re not safe but that you’ll make them
safe, that you will give them jobs and protect their
families. And listen, if someone who is little more
than a walking, talking mucus plug with a wig can
become the Republican presidential nomination in
2016, who knows what could happen?

Anyway, I just wanted to let you know that the
rest of the world is watching Mr. Trump. And we
will build a wall to keep you out if necessary.

What does your future hold? Contact top astrologer Sarah
Delamere Hurding on 089 4249254, www.sarahdelamer.com
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Gemini May 22-June 22

Leo July 24-August 23

Libra September 24-October 23

Sagittarius November 23-December 21

Aquarius January 21-February 19

Aries March 22-April 20
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Weekly horoscope 1560 475 069 €1.27p/m. Text Sagittarius to 53307 €0.61p/day

Weekly horoscope 1560 475 062 €1.27p/m. Text Aquarius to 53307 €0.61p/day

Weekly horoscope 1560 475 061 €1.27p/m. Text Aries to 53307 €0.61p/day

Get your act together and don’t be taken for a fool. Enjoy the ride
you have signed up for, but keep it in mind that you can abort your
present destination if it doesn’t feel comfortable. Take the initiative
and make contact with someone special.WATCH FOR: Making smart moves.

You can fool some of the people some of the time. Bucketloads of
forgiveness and understanding may be needed. Extend the hand of
friendship, but do not hand around the peace pipe unless you really
mean it.WATCH FOR: Lucky breaks.

Lose those worries and insecurities, as the wheel is about to turn in
your favour. Sit back and allow fate to take a hand.At the moment
you are hampering your own progress with doubt. Be careful whom
you trust and protect your interests.WATCH FOR: Laughter is healing.

Peace will descend closing a matter dear to your heart. Never mind
finances, you deserve that trip of a lifetime.Your plans are feasible so
proceed with confidence. Put emotional upset to one side and don’t
get drawn into conflict.WATCH FOR: Magnanimity brings benefits!

Call a halt to the conflicting voices in your head and enjoy a bit of
silence. Reserve judgement on a situation and leave certain things
to the hand of fate. Love finds a way through the direst trials, so have
faith in that at least.WATCH FOR: Putting the past behind you.

If life is all work and no play, try to redress the balance. Have fun and
enjoy the mischief in the air. Romantically you will be the focus of
attention, so do not let it go to your head. Be realistic with a work pro-
ject and do not push people too far.WATCH FOR: Prosperity and abundance.

Try to display more trust in friendships and your good nature will be
rewarded.There are only certain things you can control. Do not allow
your independent streak to isolate you.A pleasant financial surprise is
imminent.WATCH FOR: Not worrying unduly.

Love is set to wake you up and catch you out. It is time for a
much-needed break. Go with the flow with matters of the heart and
certainly do not force issues. Get a medical check up if you are under
par.WATCH FOR: The integrity of others.

Patient waiting must give way to specific action. Stop acting out the
role of loser in love, as it is not a true reflection of your sexy spirit.
You do not need to go there.Who is pulling your strings? Dare to be
defiant if someone has taken you over.WATCH FOR: Good decisions.

Streamline your life Pisces so that you can swim freely and make
headway. Give loved ones a bit more personal space and enjoy
your own company. It is time now to relax after a testing episode, or
several.WATCH FOR: Open minds and hearts.

Things will change in unexpected, spectacular ways.A sense of
feeling hard done by will soon shift. Luck is on your side and in your
corner. Survivor is your middle name so take a bow and review what
you have held together.WATCH FOR: Timely moments.

If you remain modest, philosophical and true, the rest of the world
will catch up and acknowledge your talents in the natural scheme of
things. Emotional turmoil can be turned upside down if you take that
leap of faith.WATCH FOR: Someone thinking of you from the past.

Taurus April 21-May21

Pisces February 20-March 21

Capricorn December 22-January 20

Scorpio October 24-November 22

Virgo August 25-September 23

Cancer June23-July 23
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Anopenletterto...
DonaldTrump

I’M DEDICATING my first open letter to you
Mr. Trump because, quite frankly, I think you
get a hard time of it. You’ve been pretty clear
about what you want and it’s everyone else
who is getting in your way. Can’t a billionaire

with no political experience have a dream? A dream
to be the most powerful man in the world? A dream
that he conjured up a few years ago on a whim and
is now throwing a tantrum because it looks like it
might not come to fruition? Is that too much to ask?

And the problem isn’t you, Mr. Trump. The
problem is everyone else. These days you can’t do
any of the fun things that were allowed before.
Suddenly you’re running for president and it’s not
OK to sexually assault women, who knew? You just
want to make America great again, get back to the
good old days where men were men, the drinks were
strong and it was legal to own another human being.

The world has gone P.C. mad. Where are the pro-
tests defending the rights of rich white men? Why
is nobody standing up for people like you anymore?
They’re afraid, most probably – they look at you, a
human ballbag, and think ‘this sentient scrotum will
change the world and we can’t handle it’.

They’re worried about your ideas you see, they
see you, a rancid sack of loose flesh and pan stick
foundation with some hair added for realism and see
that you’re a visionary of your time. You’re a taboo
breaker, a subversive, say-it-like-it-is mutineer who
just wants the liberty to talk about his admiration
for Saddam Hussein and his own daughter’s ass like
any potential leader of the free world.

And you know who’s really at fault don’t you?
Hillary – a woman who has done nothing but thwart
your presidential aspirations with her ‘facts’ and
‘experience’. All that woman does is whine – it’s all
‘equal pay this’ and ‘please stop rating women
out of 10’ that. If she ever took a break from her
lifelong devotion to her career she’d realise that
sometimes a joke is just a joke, and sometimes you
want to sit in a steam room with a handful of your
closest billionaire buddies and have a chat about
how all immigrants are rapists.

I don’t live in America, Mr. Trump, but I am
familiar with the concept of the American Dream
– the idea that a simple-minded, bloated carcass
of a person can start out with nothing more than a
14-million-dollar loan from his father and end up
with access to nuclear codes is a tale as old as time.

Okay, so you’re not ‘book smart’, but most of
those people complaining that you have no fiscal or
military plans for the future of their country are all
paying their taxes – and you apparently gave up that

Lynda McCarthy asks why a walking, talking ‘mucus plug’ can’t win the election?

I’M DEDICATING my first open letter to you 

Lynda McCarthy asks why a walking, talking ‘mucus plug’ can’t win the election? 

We’re all watching
you, Mr Trump

“MANUFACTURING FEAR”: Donald Trump, with daughter Ivanka

@LyndaVsTheNet
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There is a 
difference 
between 
fact and 
opinion 

News is fact - opinion is 
your point of view.

If teachers vote to go 
on strike, news is the account 
of what they did. Opinion is your 
view on their decision - good or 
bad.

The views expressed are your 
own. They may not be shared by 
everyone, but they are how you 
feel about the teachers going on 
strike, whether you think they 
are right or wrong, the eff ects 
the strike may have on you and 
other students.

But the key is to say something 
only if you have something to 
say. There is no point sitt ing on 
the fence. Be provocative, stir 
a few emotions, ruffl  e a few 
feathers. There is nothing bett er 
that a good rant, once you can 
back up your argument.

Never try to be controversial 
for the sake of it.
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Ireland’s 
rate of 
newsprint 
recycling is 
now over 
80%. Keep 
reading, keep recycling – 
and thank you.

Making farming part of 
climate change solution

Farmers are 
embracing climate-smart 
technologies that are 
positioning the sector 
as a world leader in the 
production of food
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EDITOR’S PICK
Focus on buildings: get the most out 
of your farm by improving your yard
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There has been considerable investment in farm infra-structure over the past few years in every enterprise but perhaps the investment has been most predominantly seen on dairy farms. 
A good milk price year has seen building projects take off since Janu-ary with a lot of work being complet-ed with the help of a TAMS II grant aid. 

However, it is important that farm-ers are aware that a TAMS grant can be sought for much more than just a new shed. 
On pages 54 and 55, we look at an old five-bay double beef shed that was com-pletely rewired with the help of a TAMS II grant. 

Farmers are no-torious at delay-ing carrying out these jobs as they do not view them as vital. However, the potential health risks ar hC

FOCUS
BUILDINGS

INTRODUCTION
Improving your current yard to  

cope with  expansion

William  Conlon

The deliberations of the 
Citizens’ Assembly at the 
weekend, much like the 
ongoing discussion in the 
EU on the future of glypho-

sate, is further evidence that society 
and mainstream media are now 
driven by what has popular appeal 
rather than fact-based argument – 
or, indeed, science.  

It is a trend that is becoming in-
creasingly commonplace in politics 
and policy formation. In the US, a 
promise to “make America great 
again” propelled Donald Trump to 
the most powerful job in the world. 
Similarly, a slogan on the side of a 
bus in the UK suggesting a vote for 
Brexit would yield an extra £350m 
per week for the health service tipped 
the balance in favour of the leave 
campaign. 

In both instances, the awkward 
questions as to how Donald Trump 

would make America great again or 
how leaving the EU would put an 
extra £350m per week into the NHS 
were never answered.

In Ireland, the agricultural sector 
has traditionally excelled in ensur-
ing the role of the sector is properly 
understood in society. Urban and 
rural dwellers alike have had an ap-
preciation of what the sector deliv-
ered both economically and envi-
ronmentally, at home and on the 
international stage.

However, the events of last week 
show that this may no longer be the 
case. We can easily pick holes in the 
process surrounding the Citizens’ 
Assembly, lament the lack of balance 
and rigour applied to some of the 
content within the presentations, 
discredit the vote on the basis that 
it was a view expressed by just 75 
people who had limited experience 
of the subject matt er, or even that 

the framing of some of the questions 
predetermined the outcome. 

Nevertheless, it would be unwise 
for agriculture to ignore just how 
easily members of our society could 
be convinced that curtailing our 
ambition to grow one of the most 
environmentally sustainable food 
production models in the world 
could somehow be advantageous to 
the environment and our economy. 

The way this view was so quickly 
amplified across national media 
shows what needs to be done. 

In the current political environ-
ment, it would be foolhardy to be-
lieve that Government thinking will 
not be infl uenced by the narrative 
that higher environmental taxes and 
restrictions on our national suckler 
herd is the direction in which future 
policy should be heading.

The question now is how we should  
respond. The challenges of climate 
change have long been recognised 
within the agricultural sector and 
therefore there is no need for any 
kneejerk reaction. But the farming 
and agri-food lobby does need to 
look at how we bett er position agri-
culture in what is a highly complex 
and emotive debate. We cannot ig-
nore how the consumer-based lob-
by organisations derive their mandate 
and power base from having mass 
general appeal and the political in-
fl uence they demand from this. 

Given our export focus, we have 
naturally concentrated our eff orts 
on convincing a European and in-

creasingly an international con-
sumer of our environmental and 
sustainability credentials. But has 
this come at the expense of convinc-
ing our own society, who should be 
our best brand ambassadors?

In the current environment, con-
vincing society as to the positive at-
tributes of our industry – at nation-
al and EU level – will be essential in 
strengthening our level of political 
engagement and key to not only 
ensuring the political appetite re-
mains to support the sector through 
CAP but also that the interests of the 
sector are protected in ongoing trade 

the Citizens’ Assembly believes that 
Ireland should step back from this 
means of generating food. 

One wonders if the same group 
had been asked whether or not we 
should ban food imports from out-
side the EU, where the focus on the 
environment and welfare isn’t any-
thing like what it is for Irish farmers, 
what the answer would have been.

Along with CAP, Brexit and inter-
national trade deals, another batt le 
ahead is to transform the public 
mindset. We need to clearly com-
municate that in the context of cli-
mate change, agriculture is commit-
ted to working towards being part 
of the solution. Within existing pro-
duction systems, farmers are embrac-
ing climate-smart technologies that 
are positioning the sector as a world 
leader in the production of food 
from an environmentally sustainable 
production base. 

Of course, the commitment doesn’t 
end there, with farmers also seeing 
the potential of the sector to take a 
much more active role in the gen-
eration of renewable energy sources. 
However, for this to be realised, the 
appetite at farm level needs to be 
matched by a commitment from 
Government to properly understand 
the potential of agriculture to fit 
into the bio-economy. 

Such a move would undoubtedly 
help shift public perception towards 
seeing agriculture as part of the so-
lution to climate change, rather than 
part of the problem. 

This week we feature three case stud-
ies of forestry on upland sites or 
unenclosed land. Sites on unen-
closed land formed over 70% of the 
planting programme up to the 
early 1990s but due to a ruling by 
the Department in 2010, virtually all 
of these have been precluded from 
the aff orestation programme. 

The productive sites featured are 
in Cork, which – along with Kerry, 
Limerick and Tipperary – has seen a 
reduction in planting in recent years. 
These sites are now being assessed 
by using vegetation analysis. 

Vegetation is an excellent indica-
tor of soil fertility but, on pages 46-
47, Donal Magner argues that the 
performance of nearby forests should 
also be taken into account when as-
sessing the suitability of sites for 
aff orestation. 

These upland sites are likely to 
form no more than 15% of the an-
nual planting programme but are 
capable of yields four to fi ve times 
higher than countries such as France, 
Sweden and Finland. 

No longer utilised for farming, 
they will not only provide raw mate-
rial for our timber processing and 
energy sectors but also off er carbon 
sequestration benefi ts and a viable 
income for the farmers who decide 
to plant these areas as part of their 
farm enterprise.

FORESTRY

Unenclosed land
TRADE

Mercosur a big 
deal in Brussels

negotiations and from various NGOs. 
It is becoming clear that it is no 

longer enough for farmers to simply 
comply with the most stringent reg-
ulation system of food production 
in the world if it isn’t reflected in 
public opinion. 

Ireland has the most natural en-
vironment in the world for beef and 
dairy production, thanks to our ac-
cess to water and abundance of grass. 
The only way it can be converted 
into food for humans is through 
grazing by ruminants who in turn 
produce beef or dairy products. Yet 

The Irish Farmers Journal participat-
ed in an event in the European Par-
liament this week, organised by 
Northern Ireland MEP Jim Nichol-
son. It is a refl ection of how serious 
a threat Mercosur is to EU agricul-
ture that the committ ee room was 
filled to capacity with MEPs from 
across the EU and several other of-
fi cials. 

Senior teams from the IFA and UFU 
were in att endance and took part in 
the discussion, while representatives 
of Mercosur countries att ended but 
didn’t take an active part.  

The Irish Farmers Journal used the 
occasion to highlight that produc-
ing beef catt le isn’t the same as, for 
example, building an aeroplane. 
Manufacturing industry lends itself 
to sourcing individual components 
from wherever they can be most ef-
fi ciently produced to a strict stand-
ard specifi cation. Beef is diff erent in 
that it is the disassembly of a carcase 
into its component parts, each of 
which is sold in whatever part of the 
world that values them the most.

It was useful to have Koen van 
Dyck (European Commission DG 
SANTE) in att endance. His att empts 
to persuade the att endees of the in-
sistence of equivalent standards for 

external suppliers to the EU were 
robustly challenged from the fl oor 
by both the IFA and UFU, emphasis-
ing for example how registration 
and tagging of catt le 90 days prior 
to slaughter is acceptable for beef 
from South America. If this happened 
in the EU, the farmer would be guilty 

of multiple off ences and the animal 
barred from the food chain.

It was encouraging that the posi-
tion on beef was recognised by Ba-
varian MEP Albert Dess, who said 
that farming was their most impor-
tant employer and that is coming 
from the home of BMWs. Meanwhile 

the staunch defence of the EU beef 
sector in the Mercosur talks by Min-
ister Creed at the European Council 
of Agriculture Ministers’ meeting on 
Monday certainly appears to have 
gained the political traction neces-
sary to elevate farmers’ concerns 
within the Commission. 
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Trolley rule
on food is
ridiculous
THE phrase “political correct-
ness gone mad” is an over-used
one that has largely lost its
impact.

However, in the case of the
hospitals that are no longer
supplying patients on trolleys
with hot meals, it cannot be
ignored.

St James’s Hospital in Dublin
and University Hospital Limer-
ick have taken the decision not
to feed anyone waiting for a
bed over “safety concerns”.

This means that patients,
who could be on a trolley for
days during the worst of the
overcrowding, will not have a
hot meal while they wait.

Sick people will not be
served the hot food they need
because someone might burn
their lip on some soup.

It is patently ridiculous and
the type of decision-making
that infests our health service
to its very core.

What makes this an even
more ridiculous decision is the
fact other hospitals, including
Beaumont, Tallaght, Galway
and Cork, will continue to serve
hot meals to patients in A&E.

There were more than 500
patients on trolleys across the
country yesterday – how many
of them went without hot food?

Fans’ feast
ofmusic
MUSIC fans will be dancing in
the streets in May thanks to
yesterday’s confirmation that
legendary rockers The Rolling
Stones will play Croke Park on
May 17.

Ed Sheeran will play in the
Phoenix Park the night before
and the two after Mick and
company paint the town black.

The licence for the Stones
gig was granted yesterday,
meaning there is now no doubt
about the concert.

Jagger and his band of
merry men are no strangers to
touring, having spent the best
part of the past 50 years on the
road.

Wherever the Stones go,
people will follow. It’s a massive
boost to the city’s coffers,
and thanks to the Ed Sheeran
triple-header and a night with
the 60s legends, Dublin will be
laughing all the way to the bank.
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COMMENT

I
T’S just so stark, isn’t it? The
group of workers at the greatest
risk of poverty in Ireland are
people “on home duties”. Carers,
in other words – the people at
home caring for others and the

home they live in. The people who
glue this society together.
No disrespect to those who are

working in full-time jobs and barely
have time to bless themselves let
alone bless another, but you do need
people at home as well as people in
jobs. You need a balance.
Except we decided some time

before the Celtic Tiger roared that
the only people who mattered were
those in jobs.
Government after government

found ways to cut the legs from
anyone who didn’t have full-time
employment.
The first casualties were children,

who nowmake up the single biggest
cohort of Irish people who are at risk
of being poor.
One in four Irish kids are living

below the poverty line. This is bound
to breed resentment, political in-
stability, violence and addiction,
particularly when the second casual-
ties of our obsession with “earners”
have been the people who care for
their own kids and their elderly
relations.
Like all the people who don’t earn

in the usual way, carers have become
less and less visible in our society.
Successive governments have been

determined to make us richer, even

at the risk of making our home life
poorer.
Perhaps it began with the aboli-

tion of the tax-free allowances for
children in the 1990s.
Then, in 2000, there was tax

individualisation, which meant a
stay-at-home parent no longer had
a tax-free allowance.

PRIORITY
This can result in a
gap of up to €100 a
week between a cou-
ple with two earners
and a couple with
one earner, even if
they’re earning the
same money – as if
making sure there’s no
one there when a kid comes
home from school were a policy
priority.
In 2010, there was the reduction in

Child Benefit, which at €140 amonth
per child is still not back up to the
€166 of 2008.
In 2012, there was a full-frontal

assault on lone parents, who incre-
mentally lost the right to claim One
Parent Family Payment when their

youngest child reached the hoary old
age of seven.
Far from helping lone parents into

jobs and out of poverty, it made 52pc
of them poorer still.
Very little has been said about

these insidious attacks on the care
provided in Irish homes.

People have actually swal-
lowed the media image
of the lone parent sit-
ting on the couch eat-
ing chocolates and
watching box sets
when she could be
out working.
They’ve managed

to stereotype women
“on home duties” as

yummymummies down-
ing cappuccinos after a spot

of tennis.
It’s been very easy to impoverish

parents in the home.
They rarely appear on our screens

or speak to our radio stations.
They never feature in advertise-

ments. The reason for that is simple:
they don’t have enough money to
matter.
They’re not the only impoverished

people that Social Justice Ireland
mentions in its report, which is out
this week.
There are as many workers as

unemployed people among the poor,
with a quarter of workers earning less
than €11.45 an hour.
Risk factors for being among

the working poor are being female,
young and working in retail, hospi-
tality or security.
It’s no wonder that 68pc of lone

parents who were kicked off their
benefit in recent years and are work-
ing are still living in deprivation.
Overall, not having a job is the

worst risk factor for being poor in
Ireland, with one in 10 pensioners
poor and nearly 40pc of the ill and
disabled. It’s shameful.
Social Justice Ireland is looking

for increased social welfare benefit,
adequate Child Benefit, a universal
state pension, tax credits that are
refunded to you if you don’t pay tax
and a disability payment that covers
the cost of disability.
Most of all, it wants a guaranteed

basic income for all citizens, whether
they work inside or outside the home.
They don’t seem to realise wewill

need to change people’s minds as
to what counts as work before we
can start paying carers for what
they do.
I fear the only thing that will make

that happenwill be for carers to walk
off the job.
By that time our society might be

too damaged to be fully repaired.

We’veforgottenthe
realvalueofcaring

VICTORIA WHITE
OPINION

stay-at-home parent no longer had
a tax-free allowance.

This can result in a
gap of up to €100 a
week between a cou-
ple with two earners
and a couple with
one earner, even if
they’re earning the
same money – as if
making sure there’s no
one there when a kid comes
home from school were a policy

provided in Irish homes.
People have actually swal-
lowed the media image
of the lone parent sit-
ting on the couch eat-
ing chocolates and
watching box sets
when she could be
out working.

to stereotype women
“on home duties” as

yummymummies down-
ing cappuccinos after a spot

of tennis.

the strength to keep trying. I took 
note and felt sad for all the women 
who aren’t physically ill yet still 
struggle to face the day. The most 
significant demographic of drug 
addicts are middle-aged women 
dependent on benzodiazepines. Why 
do my friends, who are successful, 
feel like failures? Looking around me 
the most common affliction I see is 
crushing anxiety.

The meds can help, but on a day 
when you’ve got nothing else left, 
making up your face helps you face 
the world. You make yourself into 
somebody strong and brilliant and 
no one will ever know you feel weak 
and afraid. So you square your 
shoulders and say a little prayer for 
an unbelievably nice woman you 
never really knew, who helped you 
to get it right.

about anything. That’s a proper 
journalist. Now, you’re probably 
thinking: “Beauty? Make-up? How to 
wash your face? Get a grip.” But what 
you need to understand is how 
profoundly difficult and important 
make-up is to a woman.

I can rail against the injustice of 
living in a world where women are 
judged instantly, constantly and 
relentlessly on how we look, but that 
doesn’t remove the imperative to 
comply. There is simply no mercy for 
the woman who lets herself go. Dare 
I show an inch of grey? Look cheap 
with the wrong foundation? How do 
I get lipstick to stay on for more than 
an hour? If evolutionary instincts are 
to be obeyed my lips must look 
flushed and shiny, not pale and dry. 
This is highly technical information. 
Who can tell me how to get this 

they could offer her only palliative 
care. I remember thinking: palliative? 
But that’s what they say when 
someone is dying. Obviously she 
can’t be dying. They must mean they 
can’t cure her but can give her pain 
relief. The prospect of death was far 
too stupid to be possible. Except then 
she did die. Just over a month ago, 
and every morning and every 
evening when I follow her precise 
instructions on how to wash my face 
I think about her, and that maybe it’s 
silly to miss someone you never 
really knew.

I know she was extraordinarily 
gentle and wise. She was also a great 
journalist — and I’m the woman 
who’s never done giving out about 
journalists. But she tested everything,
reported honestly and I trusted 
every single word she had to say 

I
t’s funny the impact some people
have on your life. I met Aisling
McDermott only once, but I 
think about her almost every day.
Aisling and her sister Kirstie 

founded the beauty blog Beaut.ie 
many moons ago when blogging was 
new and cool. She went on to write 
gorgeously produced books and a 
beauty column for The Irish Times.

I remember listening to her and 
Marian Keyes chatting on a podcast. 
Aisling had multiple sclerosis, and 
she said the doctors had told her 

Comment

right, because it’s bloody important? 
The second thing Aisling understood 
is that make-up isn’t just a mask, it’s 
a suit of armour. On your worst day, 
when you feel unwanted and 
unloved, rejected and ruined, putting 
your face on is the literal and 
metaphorical act that helps you keep 

going. When I did meet Aisling, I 
registered two things. One, she 
needed crutches to walk — and it 
looked difficult. Two, she was 
perfectly, luminously made up. The 
crutches kept her body going. 
Looking her best perhaps gave her 

The most common 
affliction I see around 
me is crushing anxiety

Impact of make-up is more than skin deep 
No one knew better than the beauty blogger Aisling McDermott its importance in helping women to face the world

Sarah Carey

T
he politicisation of 
medicine is a disease
masquerading as a cure.
Ireland’s health service has
been grievously harmed by

decades of ham-fisted political 
interference, much of it fuelled by 
party rivalries, personal vanity and 
parish-pump concerns. In recent 
years, however, some of the geniuses 
who’ve helped botch the healthcare 
system have seemed increasingly 
eager to share their views on the 
science of healthcare itself, with 
predictably sickening consequences.

One of the most shameful 
illustrations of this merger between 
bad politics and bad medicine is the 
cover of respectability that’s been 
provided by some TDs and senators 
for aspects of the propaganda 
spewed out by the anti-vaccination 
movement.

Anyone who doubts the scale or 
seriousness of the threat posed by the 
spread of virulent misinformation 
about the safety of vaccines has 
clearly not been paying attention. The
latest manifestation of this growing 
menace is yet another outbreak of 

measles, with reports of more than a 
dozen cases in Limerick and an as-yet 
unconfirmed number in Dublin.

Measles, which can be life-
threatening, is entirely preventable. 
The best way to protect children — 
who are the most vulnerable to 
infection — is to have them fully 
vaccinated with two doses of the 
MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) 
vaccine. The first dose is 
recommended at 12 months of age, 
the second at four to five years old. 

A decade ago Ireland was on track
to stamp out the indigenous 
transmission of measles. Our 
vaccination rates were comparatively 
high and growing, well within sight 
of the recommended level of 95 per 
cent. Then the immunisation trend 
went into reverse. Measles outbreaks 
have become ever more frequent 
over the past year or so as evidence 
has emerged of declining rates in 
uptake of the vaccine.

Much of this decline has been 
driven by the propagation of false 
claims linking the MMR jab to 
autism. The fears created by these 
myths have been remarkably 
persistent, despite the voluminous 
evidence presented by the health 
authorities for the safety of the 
vaccine. This triumph of 
pseudoscience over the real thing is a 
sign of the times but it’s also 
testimony to the effectiveness of the 
concerted campaigns of 

disinformation about vaccination 
programmes run for years by highly 
motivated and often extremely well-
funded anti-vaccine campaigners, the 
so-called anti-vaxxers. The epicentre 
of the anti-vaccination movement is 
the US but its reverberations are 
global. A significant number of Irish 
people have evidently swallowed the 
movement’s message hook, line and 

sinker. National vaccination rates for 
several major diseases have fallen in 
recent years, something which the 
HSE attributes to the growing 
credence accorded to anti-vaxxer 
falsehoods. The consequences for 
public health have been swift. 
Diseases that had effectively been 
eradicated from Irish society are 
starting to reappear.

Uptake of all the standard 
childhood vaccines — against 
meningitis, tetanus, diphtheria and 

One manifestation of 
this menace is another 
outbreak of measles

whooping cough — fell last year. 
Uptake of the HPV vaccine, a 
protection against cervical cancer, 
dropped from a peak of 90 per cent 
to just over 60 per cent. Even the flu 
vaccine seems to be encountering 
growing resistance.

The “science” upon which anti-
vaxxer claims are based has been 
repeatedly, and conclusively, 
debunked. Far from dying out, 
however, the movement has been 
extending its reach. Multiple factors 
have conspired to create a fertile 
environment for the cultivation of its 
trademark wild assertions and 
conspiracy theories; some 
technological, some cultural. The 
internet has democratised public 
discourse but has also fostered a false 
equivalence between all viewpoints; 
the informed and the ill-informed, 
the fact-based and the speculative, 
the expert and the amateur — a daft 
notion that becomes downright 
disastrous when applied to medical 
matters.

Politicians have played a crucial 
role in lending an air of credibility to 
even the most outlandish anti-vaxxer 
claims. Evangelical ideologues, on 

the left and right, have embraced the 
vaccines-are-dangerous message 
because it contains elements that can
be emphasised to suit their 
respective causes. Leftwingers have 
long reserved a special hatred for the 
pharmaceutical industry, which they 
present as a uniquely malevolent and 
manipulative force. Portraying the 
manufacturers of vaccines as 
ruthlessly villainous drug pushers is 
right up their alley.

In some right-wing circles, 
meanwhile, anti-vaxx hysteria has 
been seized upon as an invaluable 
aid in the demonisation of the state 
and state activity. Vaccination, 
fluoridisation and all sorts of other 

public health safeguards are depicted 
as covert attempts by big 
government to impose tyrannical 
limits on personal liberty.

One of the most insidious claims 
by the anti-vaxx community is that 
the diseases against which we are 
urged to immunise children are not 
as harmful as the medical 
community insists. Here, we see the 
true lunacy of the movement’s credo, 
with its implied suggestion that 
humanity would be happier if we 
abandoned this modernity lark and 
allowed dear old Mother Nature to 
take her course.

The range of illnesses and 
treatments about which TDs assert 
expertise seems to grow by the day. 
Members of the Oireachtas regularly 
champion the benefits of miracle 
drugs and the wonders of modern 
science while a cohort of their 
colleagues chime in to caution about 
the threat posed by pharmacological 
advances.

But then, contradictions and 
inconsistencies are the closest thing 
to a coherent diagnosis we are ever 
likely to get from these part-time 
medics and full-time quacks.

Who will protect 
our children from
the anti-vaxxers?

Diseases that had 
been eradicated are 
starting to reappearSimon Harris, the health minister, is working to debunk the anti-vaxxer myths

Politicians with little regard for evidence have 
helped this dangerous movement to flourish

Liam Fay
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T
wo months ago the eyes of theworld were on Barcelonabecause of the terrorist attackthat killed 14 people and injuredmore than 100 others. Thepeople of Barcelona and Spaincame together in solidarity. Nowall is discord.An impulsive and premature push forindependence by the region’s politicalleaders, coupled with a clumsy andunnecessarily hardline response from theSpanish government in Madrid, has givenSpain its biggest constitutional crisis inthe 42 years since the death of the dictatorGeneral Francisco Franco.Although the pressures and tensionshave been building for years, the crisis hasunfolded in the space of a month. OnOctober 1, in a referendum that Madridinsisted was illegal, 90% of those whovoted supported Catalonian independ-ence. It did not provide a mandate forindependence — many Catalonians whooppose it chose not to vote and the turn-out was only 43% — but it set a trap thatMariano Rajoy, Spain’s prime minister,and his government were quick to fall into.If history tells us anything, it is thatdemocratic governments which deal tooharshly with breakaway movements willincrease support for them. The cause ofIrish nationalism was helped hugelymore than century ago by the decision ofthe British government to execute theleaders of the Easter Rising of 1916, havingdelayed home rule. Many Catalans whowere lukewarm at best about independ-ence were turned towards the cause bythe brutal treatment inflicted on theirfellow citizens by Spanish police. Thesight of local firefighters trying to protectpeople from police truncheons, in imagessent around the world, was a disaster.That brutality has been followed by thehardest of hard lines by the Spanishgovernment. On Friday it dismissed Cata-lonia’s political leaders and appointed

Soraya Saenz de Santamaria, the coun-try’s deputy prime minister, to be incharge of the region. The chief ofCatalonia’s autonomous police force —under investigation for sedition for failingto assist the Guardia Civil in dealing withpro-independence protesters — wasremoved from office. Madrid has orderedregional elections for December 21.The reasons for Catalonia’s push forindependence can be debated. It is one ofSpain’s most successful and prosperousregions but the recession, the eurozonecrisis and arguments about the distribu-tion of tax proceeds have poured petrolon the flames. Now it faces the economicconsequences of this constitutional crisis.Nearly 1,700 companies have taken stepsto move their headquarters from Catalo-nia to other parts of Spain since the refer-endum. Visitor numbers are down. During the Cold War the Sovietthreat held western European countriestogether and fears of past dictatorshipmoderated behaviour at home. But theEuropean Union, while it has offered nosuccour to supporters of Catalan inde-pendence, has a mission to weaken thepower of the nation state. This makes iteasier for breakaway movements tocontemplate separation. Brussels hasnow had a partial deathbed repentance;its officials can observe Flemish separa-tism by looking out of their windows. While Carles Puigdemont, the deposedCatalan president, overplayed his hand,coercion by Madrid can never be along-term solution. There has to be agrown-up discussion about the areas inwhich greater autonomy is possible anddesirable, what in a Scottish contextwould be called “devo-max”. Most Cata-lans would probably be happy with that.After all, it was what they were promisedfive years ago.
Is a grown-up outcome possible?Cooler heads are needed to stop this crisisgetting much worse before it gets better. 

Too often, controversies such as thetracker scandal simmer away in the back-ground, present in our collective subcon-scious without the full horror of thehuman misery they conceal quite dawn-ing upon us. We have known for severalyears that the pillar banks deprived somepeople of tracker mortgage rates, much-prized interest charges pegged closely tothe prevailing lending rate of the Euro-pean Central Bank, but few noticed thescale of the suffering caused. This national naivety was shatteredwhen the Central Bank of Ireland revealedfindings from a two-year examination ofthe problem, and when four victims ofthis financial abuse gave moving personaltestimony to the Oireachtas committee onfinance. For example, Thomas Ryan saidhe suffered a stroke at the age of 47 and hiswife Claire had a nervous breakdown in2015 after five years fighting their bank,Permanent TSB (PTSB). Independentfinancial advisers estimated the differ-ence in interest costs between the correcttracker rate for Hazel Melbourne, anotherPTSB customer, and the incorrect rate thebank applied to her, would be in excess of€60,000 over the remaining term of hermortgage if not put right. About 7,000 cases were identified bythe banks before the Central Bank beganits examination in December 2015. Itsreview identified a further 13,000 cases.The review was supposed to take threemonths, but has taken 22 so far and is stillgoing. The government has not beenspeaking with one voice on this issue.Paschal Donohoe, the finance minister,has confined himself to commenting onthe 20,000 cases we know about. SimonCoveney, the foreign affairs minister, said

the final figure could be as high as 30,000accounts. Michael D’Arcy, the juniorfinance minister, said the governmentmight remove the role of consumerprotection from the Central Bank. MrDonohoe and Mr Coveney said it wouldnot, as no outside agency would have thesame powers. 
Mr Donohoe appeared genuinely to behorrified last week at the behaviour of thebanks and decried their use of dehuman-ising language, referring to ‘“customers’”,‘“consumers’” and ‘“accounts”, insteadof seeing the victims of their malpracticeas ‘“people’”. Yet, no more than the Cen-tral Bank, the finance minister has limitedtools to curb or punish abuse. The CentralBank’s powers to order compensationand redress payments apply only to track-ers denied after 2013. In earlier cases itmust rely on moral pressure, which hashad little impact on bankers up to now. MrDonohoe may delay the restoration ofbonuses and higher pay scales to seniorbanking executives, but this will not put aroof back over the heads of the 25 familieswho lost their homes. He may increase thebank levy on a particular institution butwe know the customer will ultimately pickup the tab anyway.If the share price is damaged by thisscandal, or by the cost of putting it right inthe banks where the government holds asignificant or a majority share, the tax-payer will ultimately carry that cost too.But financial cost pales alongside thehuman price caused by the wrongful with-drawal and denial of tracker mortgagerates to thousands of Irish families, inwhat has been a stark reminder of theanguish that can lie behind yourneighbour’s front door.

True cost of tracker scandal is price paid in human misery 

If it was someone’s intention to stifle anypublic enthusiasm for televised courtproceedings, then last week’s decision toopen the Supreme Court to the cameraswas a stroke of genius. Anyone hoping foran OJ Simpson-style courtroom dramawill have been abruptly disabused bythe spectacle.
It was surely with his tongue firmly inhis cheek that chief justice Frank Clarkesuggested televising the Supreme Courtcould “demystify” the judicial process,

when only the most learned of friendswould have been anything other thanmystified by last week’s judgments incases involving extradition and redress.Why not open with a criminal trial, per-haps, or a compensation case in which theinjured plaintiff was suddenly confrontedwith Facebook images of his recent kite-surfing exploits? Instead, the sight of fivebewigged judges perorating on points oflaw will surely have silenced any demandfor televised courts for at least a decade. 

Damning verdict on TV trial

He put himself knowingly in the way of 
grave danger

Spain turns a Catalandrama into a crisis

ESTABLISHED 1822 Larissa Nolan

rock stars might blow up in his face. When the former prime minister hosted a gin-and-tonic reception for Damon Albarn in the House of Commons in the mid-90s, a sceptical Campbell asked the Blur singer: “What if you turn around and say: ‘Tony’s a wanker’?”Music lovers have little regard for those whofeign a passionate interest in certain bands to make themselves look cool. I’m not saying Leo doesn’t like music at all; I just think he’s pretending to like it a lot more than he actually does in order to fit his image as our young, hip leader. It won’t wash. It’s an appropriation and an insult.
Separately, there’s a growing society of fakesat gigs lately, brandishing iPhones, more concerned with boasting to their Facebook friends about being there rather than actually enjoying it. They’ll buy into anything if they’re told it’s fashionable. Real music fans don’t feel the need to seek approval for something as natural as going to a gig, and they hold back on the hyperbole. They’re confident in their own choices. To me, the taoiseach’s gig choices were too cherry-picked to show an all-round passion for the art.If Leo really enjoys music, he should resist the temptation to be seen at St Vincent, or The XX, or whatever the current millennial favouriteis. He’d impress far more by showing up next month to see Gilbert O’Sullivan, our own musical genius who was a huge influence on Morrissey. Or he could go to see the Waterboys,inventors of the “big music”, a sound andvision that inspired a generation of American rockers.

He could use his status to give a leg-up to emerging Irish talent such as Farah Elle, or to support unsung heroes like Jinx Lennon. Now, that would really be appreciated. Just be sincere about it, Leo. Be yourself and lead, not follow.
The taoiseach should also think twice beforeflashing a VIP pass to get close to the latest cool rock band in a bid for muso kudos. He was lucky that even music fans, though suspicious of his true motives, sided with the taoiseach when LCD Soundsystem attacked him publicly on the assumption that Leo didn’t agree with their political views on repealing the eighth amendment.

But the jig is up now, and he won’t get awaywith it a second time. He might look back to when he started in politics, and considerhow that Britpop association ended with Blair. Because ultimately musicians want to get behind revolutionaries, not be part of the establishment.Justine McCarthy is away

T
he year was 1996: Britpop was at itsheight, Cool Britannia ruled the waves,and here in Ireland a 17-year-old namedLeo Varadkar joined Fine Gael.Neuroscience suggests the music welisten to as teenagers has the strongestinfluence on us, and it seems that ourfirst “indie” taoiseach is no exception.Leo’s entry into politics came during a headyera when musicians hung out with prime ministers, in what felt like a revolution. At the Brit Awards, Noel Gallagher dedicated one of Oasis’s wins to Tony Blair, saying: “He’s the man!” It was an intoxicating time to come of age, and we teens in the bland land of Bertie and Bruton were happy to be swept up in it.Blair’s strategy must have impressed the young Leo, given that as taoiseach he has been aligning himself with the biggest names in rock and showcasing a hip taste in music to modern voters. Now it’s his turn to hang out with Noel Gallagher, as he did last summer at a lengthy lunch at Bono’s house.In two decades of being around the Dublinmusic scene, I never saw Leo Varadkar. Now I can’t seem to go out without bumping into him. It’s like I’ve accidentally fallen into the taoiseach’s social circle. But it’s no accident — I’m a big music fan, and Leo seems to be trying to get on board the bandwagon of my favourite groups. He’s been hanging out at Electric Picnic with wristbands up to his elbow, and showing up in wraparound sunglasses to all the key outdoor gigs. He knows that music today is all about lifestyle, identity, wearing your taste as a badge, appealing to a certain set. The music snob in me was irritated to see him at the Pixies gig in Trinity College in July, cheerleading for a band I’ve been evangelical about since I was 13. It felt a bit like someone trying to steal your clothes. It seemed odd that Leo has only revealed his long-time love of the Pixies (formed 1986) in recent years, just when they finally became mainstream cool. He has tweeted about discovering them when he heard their song Where Is My Mind? on the Fight Club movie soundtrack.More galling was the knowledge that he gotbackstage to meet Frank Black. So both Leo and I have a photo of ourselves with the lead singer of the Pixies, although it took me 16 years of fandom. I believe the taoiseach doesn’t like Arcade Fire, which is a relief — at least something’s sacred.It was no surprise to see him at LCD Soundsystem in the Olympia last month. The right-on New Yorkers are the hottest hipster ticket on the live circuit since they got back together, especially among those who weren’t 

interested enough the first time around to go and see them. 
They’ve a lot in common, Leo Varadkar andLCD frontman James Murphy. Both are kings of spin. LCD Soundsystem pulled off the music PR coup of the decade — breaking-up in 2011 in a dramatic, extended farewell that included a final show and a documentary, before re-forming with seemingly indecent haste just over four years later. There are plenty of bands who’d call that a rest between records, but the hype meant a number one album and a sold-out reunion tour. Genuine or not, it was a masterful publicity stunt.So while LCD members Nancy Whang and AlDoyle were more than happy to court their liberal activist fans with “Resist” and “Repeal” sloganeering, they turned on Leo when he went backstage for a meet-and-greet facilitated by the promoters. They seemingly decided they were not going to be seen cosying up to a politician — especially one as neo-liberal as Blair turned out to be — even if the taoiseach is a friend of beloved Canadian premier Justin Trudeau, who made the cover of American magazine Rolling Stone under the headline: Why Can’t He Be Our President?Or maybe they were too cool to be in selfieswith Paschal Donohue, who looks like the class nerd, as real music fans often do.Blair’s spindoctor Alastair Campbell could have warned Leo about how hanging out with 

A
t one point in 2015, in the second yearof Ibrahim Halawa’s imprisonment inEgypt, Sinn Fein MEP Lynn Boylanasked rhetorically whether the Irishgovernment would be doing more tosecure his release if his name wasPaddy Murphy. It was widelyunderstood that she was reflectingthe feelings of members of Halawa’s family and many of his friends among the Muslim community here.The comment was unwarranted and uninformed. We now know that almost from the moment that 17-year-old Ibrahim was detained by Egyptian security forces along withhis older sisters, during violent clashes in Cairo, Irish diplomats and officials were striving to secure their release. As soon as they became aware that Irish citizens were in the Al Fateh mosque — where shots were being exchanged with the security forces — the Irish ambassador to Egypt, Isolde Moylan, and the consul Sean Norton were working the phones to have them extricated. They advised the Halawa siblings to stay together and to stop giving interviews.In the four years and two months since, theHalawa case has occupied the energies of two taoisigh, three ministers for foreign affairs, up to a dozen diplomats, and any number of officials across various government departments. According to Simon Coveney, thecurrent foreign affairs minister, it took up 20,000 consular hours, more than any other case in the history of his department. In parallel, public opinion mobilised to a degree probably never before witnessed in support of an Irish citizen in trouble abroad, with demonstrations, expressions of support from elected representatives, petitions on social media and extensive news coverage. By any civilised standard, the case of Ibrahim Halawa is shocking. His detention for more than four years without being convicted of any crime violates article 9 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. Even after his acquittal, he was kept in prison for a further month. Anyone who has taken a longer-term interest in Egypt’s human rights record will not, however, be greatly surprised. Amnesty International’s most recent report on the country, in 2016, detailed sweeping detentions, mass trials, arbitrary arrests, torture, ill-treatment and summary executions. Many of those who fall into the hands of the security forces simply disappear. By such obscene standards, Ibrahim Halawa might even be considered lucky.Yet, possibly to support his safe return, an almost wholly unquestioning public narrative was built up around his case. This had the Halawa siblings caught up more or less unwittingly extreme violence while on vacation. This was not the case. They were not simply passive tourists who found themselves in the wrong place at the wrong time.The date of their detention — August 16, 2013— had been designated as a “Day of Rage” by the extremist Muslim Brotherhood, protesting against violence by the security forces. The Halawas were no neophytes. They had spoken on a public platform at a mass meeting in Rabaa where, two days previously, police and 

soldiers had killed almost 900 people. “We only fear Allah, not bullets,” Omaima Halawa wrote on Facebook at the time. There is no suggestion of involvement in violence, but Ibrahim and possibly some of the other family members had attended successive demonstrations since their arrival in Egypt.Critics of the Irish authorities’ inability to have one of their citizens freed have asked why one of Halawa’s cell-mates, Australian journalist Peter Greste, was released so much earlier. Probably because although convicted of reporting news which was “damaging to national security”, Greste was doing his job and was not challenging the regime. There is not much to choose between the brutal dictatorship that now rules Egypt and the Muslim Brotherhood with its involvement in terrorism, its anti-Semitism and its aggressive fundamentalism. It “tries to participate in politics ... but is willing to use violence and terror,” according to a UK commission of inquiry in 2014. Perhaps it is a bit like Sinn Fein and the IRA.There is no suggestion that Ibrahim Halawasits anywhere on this spectrum. Like most young men, he has ideals and aims, including political aims. And every Irish citizen must be glad he has been freed and is reunited with his family and can rebuild his life. But it is necessary to be frank. Even allowing for his youth, he put himself recklessly and knowingly in the way of grave danger, in public association with an extremist movement.There was an outcry when emergency services had to be deployed because idiots were out swimming and surfing during Hurricane Ophelia. The Halawa episode is different only in the scale of resources that had to be mobilised. If every Irish citizen were to act in similar fashion abroad, requiring the state to mount a rescue operation of similar proportions, public patience would notlong endure. 
conor.brady@sunday-times.ie

Conor Brady

Real music fans don’t feel the need to seek approval for something as natural as going to a concert

Taoiseach should ditch the trendy music bandwagon if he wants real kudos

If all Irish citizens flirted with extremism abroad, we’d run out of resources 

The gig is up for tragically hip Leo

Halawa had to be saved, but he was reckless
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•  Newspapers are as much about views as news. Can you 
distinguish between the two? Select some examples.

•  Choose an opinion piece from one of the papers       
supplied. What interests you? Write your own version.

•  Look at the letters page in one of the papers supplied. 
Choose one that you agree/disagree with? Outline why.

•  Compare and contrast how broadsheet and tabloid 
papers handle comment. Which do you prefer? Why?

• Write a letter to the editor in not more than 400 words.

Comment

Over to you...

I
’m looking atMother’sDay cards
formymother. I’mnot exactly
inspired.Mothers, in theworld
ofHallmark, are nurturing,
self-sacrificing, unthreatening.
They love bunny rabbits, laven-
der andbouquets of flowers in
unlikely, luridhues. They exist

only as a reflection of their greatest
creation: and that, of course, is theperson
whose signature is scrawled across the
inside.Youwere always there, they read.
Yougiveus somuch.
“HappyMother’sDay,” exclaimsone I

foundon the internet, “tomyGreatest
Teacher,myBest FriendandmyCheapest
Therapist.”
Noneof themapply tomyownmother.

She is nurturingand kind, and yes, she
offers free therapy onoccasion. But those
aren’t themost interesting things about
her. She’s also creative, strong, feminist.
Impeccably stylish.Whip-smart.Abaker
of scones and ideas. Sheused to coaxdeaf
childrenout of their silentworlds. She still
has a SherlockHolmes-like ability to read
humanbehaviour.
Noneof themapply tome, not unless

there’s one out there praisingmediocre
cooking skills, unconquered laundry
mountains andexcellent bedtime stories.
Noneof themapply to anymother I know.
Mother’sDay cardsdoone thingwell:

they reflect thewaywe sanitisemother-
hood, turningwomenwhohave children
intobland, one-dimensional figures,
whoseworth ismeasured in a currency of
sacrifice and self-immolation.
That is themost shocking thing about

becomingamother, the violent eviscera-
tionof your previous identity.Noone
warns youabout this until it happens
becausewe’re not supposed tomind.We
chose this. It’s a gift, they say, the subtext
being that youdon’tmoanabout a gift.
Motherhood, the samepeople gush, is

themost important job in theuniverse.
Andyet there arenouniversity degrees
helping to ease the transition fromthat
life to this, no night classes, not evena real
handbook. Instead there are bookswith
titles that suggest childrenare animals to
be subjugated andbent to ourwill:
ToddlerTaming,BabyWhisperer,The
ContentedLittle BabyBook. I read,much
too late, thatGinaFordneverhad chil-
drenof her own. Shehad cats, apparently.
There arealsowell-meaning strangers

in theSpar or on thebus.Listen to your
instinct, they say, you’re doinggreat. But
then, a beat later, they’ll add:wrap that
childup.Or: take that blanket off. She’ll
overheat.Or: sheneeds anap. In the early
years I’d obediently dowhatever they
suggested, and then they’d look atme like
I’d failed an important test. Listen to your
instinct, they’d repeat, butmy instinctwas
asbewildered and sleepless and cross as

the rest ofme.
In the chemist oneday, perhaps just a

fewdays intomymotherhood career, the
babywas strapped tome, screaming like
shealonehadbeen sent towarnhumanity
of the imminent apocalypse.Does she
have colic, anolderwomanwondered,
sendingme into a tailspinof panic.Why
was she askingme?Did I look like some
kindof expert? Clearly, I didn’t knowwhat
Iwasdoing – the evidencewas strapped to
me, bellowing. Iwenthomeandgoogled
“colic” and cried again. Iwas crying for
the childwhomight ormight not have
colic (it turnedout she just didn’t like
straps), andwhocertainly hadahopeless-
ly ineptmother. But Iwas also crying for
myself, for the identity that had been
forcibly retired the second thekindly
midwife in the labourwardhandedmea
cupof tea, and calledme “Mammy”.
Here’s thegoodnews. It gets easier.

Either that, or you findaway for the two
parts of your life to peaceably co-exist. In
the almost 12 years since, I’venoticed that
someof thebest, happiestmothers are the
oneswhowere themost resistant in the
beginning, themost affrontedby the
cleavingof their lives in two.
Timewinds down, and the longdays

spool into short years. It passes in ablur of
hot cheeksagainst yours and sterilising
and late-night dashes to the pharmacy
andwiping andglitter-coveredMother’s
Day cards and rowsoverhairbrushingand
small handson yourknee.

It passes in countless tiny triumphsonly
younotice – the first time youget through
a supermarket andnoone endsup lying
on the floor. The first timeyouget to
watchamovie thewholeway through.
The first time they say “I love you” before
you say it. Thenoneday, you turn around,
and the angry little baby in the carrier is
tall enough towear your clothes and sling
anarmaroundyour shoulder, kind
enough to tell you you’re doinggreat,
thoughnotwith bunnies and lavender.
Andyoubelieveher – she should know.
Toall themothers: tomine and to

yours; to the inept ones, thepatient,
resistant, nurturing, or kindones; the
creativeones, the smart ones and the
funnyones; theoneswho lovebunnies
and lavender, and theoneswhowould
ratherhave their heads hackedoff, happy
Mother’sDay.
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L
iberalism has won. Yesterday’s 
victory is the latest in a series of 
victories (on contraception, ho-
mosexuality, divorce, children’s 
rights, gender recognition, mar-
riage) that, together, amount to 
a slow-burning revolution. (The 
battle on the secularisation of 

education is, admittedly, ongoing, but liberal-
ism is in the ascendant.)

Some swagger would be understandable: this 
victory was hard won. But along the way dam-
age was done. Traumatised by the setbacks of the 
1980s and by the indignities of its own oppressed 
youth, liberal Ireland grew blind to the virtues of 
its opponents and deaf to their arguments. The 
result is a creed that, at times, replicates some of 
the characteristics of that which it replaced: ar-
rogance; condescension; intolerance.

A great civic movement
The pro-life campaign has been one of the great 
civic movements of the modern era. A minori-
ty faction within Irish Catholicism succeeded 
in bringing its cause mainstream. It correctly 
identified the threat from the liberalising of 

abortion laws abroad and made a pre-emptive 
strike against such encroachment here.

The group won a brilliantly opportunistic 
political victory in 1982 by securing election 
commitments from both Charles Haughey and 
Garret FitzGerald to hold a referendum, and 
then won that referendum against the advo-
cacy of the then-taoiseach, Garret FitzGerald, 
and his attorney general, Peter Sutherland. 

They then kept the issue alive for 35 years, 
making strategic concessions or retreats when 
under pressure (first, on the right to travel and 
information; later, and with misgivings, on the 
threat to the life of the mother), but succeeding 
in defending their core position. 

They lobbied assiduously, wielding dispro-
portionate influence in the Oireachtas, despite 
declining influence in the media. They com-
bined strategic nous with civic commitment to 
devastating political effect, making the issue 
practically untouchable for most of that time.

They may have been wrong on the law - the 
Eighth Amendment was crudely wrought - but 
they were right on social trends: the Eighth 
succeeded in its principal purpose, as a bul-
wark against the encroachment from abroad of 

liberalising abortion trends. 
This is a political assessment, not a moral one. 

I disagree with them on the core issue. But in 
values, too, the pro-life movement has strengths 
that liberal Ireland would do well to respect. 

In an age when opinion seems to herd to 
a kind of social common denominator, the 
pro-lifers are willing to stand against the crowd. 
This takes courage and independence of mind. 

In doing so, they are prepared to be awk-
ward. Maurice McCabe was awkward; Marie 
Collins was awkward; Morgan Kelly was 
awkward. Most of us want to get on with our 
lives and be left in peace, but a healthy democ-
racy needs people who are prepared not just 
to stand against the crowd but to rail against 
them, and shout out.

The pro-lifers have great clarity of principle, 
and the commitment to follow through on it. I 
lack such clarity. I think most principles are mud-
dy. I don’t envy them their clarity, but I respect it.

I think the pro-lifers are wrong on the sanc-
tity of life from conception, and wrong that the 
protection of that life should trump the auton-
omy of women over their bodies. 

But I recognise that my view is the easier one 
to hold today. Mine is the view that imposes 
less on my neighbours and demands less of our 
laws. 

The pro-life position is an austere one in 
an age of permissiveness, an absolutist one in 
an age of relativism. It seeks to impose a high 
communal standard in an age when standards 
are largely held to be individual. 

High communal standards are harsh on indi-
viduals. The pro-lifers will never satisfy liberals 

on the “hard cases” because the essence of the 
pro-life argument is that the greater good (of 
more lives saved) necessarily trumps hard cases. 

This is a value judgment. It is not inherently 
uncompassionate or cruel, any more than any 
other public policy in which the greater good 
(as they see it) is served by a measure that may 
be unfair on individuals.

Running through the liberal movement is 
an intellectual intolerance that is unwilling 
to accept the pro-lifers as honest adversaries. 
Rather than debate their ideas, it seeks to dele-
gitimise them as opponents.

Thus, pro-lifers are “cruel” or “uncompas-
sionate” for not supporting the hard cases; or 
are “hypocrites” for seeking to ban women 
travelling for abortions, or to ban the morn-
ing-after pill; or are “disgusting” for pointing 
out abortion trends in Britain, such as those 
related to Down syndrome; or “don’t care 
about children” because they are a single-issue 
movement focused on unborn children. 

This, broadly, was the strategy many liberals 
deployed against Trump and against the Brexi-
teers, declaring their concerns about immigra-
tion to be “racist” and therefore not worth de-
bating. That the liberals won this time doesn’t 
mean that the tactics are sound. A robust lib-
eralism needs to be able to argue on the merits, 
and to tolerate dissent, not shout it down. 

Both sides at it
This was a campaign in which both sides 
avoided the hard questions, fudged issues, 
drew help from abroad, had foot soldiers troll-
ing online, and called the other side liars. For 

all that, there can hardly have been a person 
in the country who was not aware of the fun-
damental issue at stake, and the fundamental 
difference between the sides. 

For if there were flaws in the campaign, there 
were great strengths in the process that led to 
it. The issues were well aired at the innovative 
Citizens’ Assembly and then at the Oireachtas 
committee, and the result was one which is 
rare in politics: people changed their minds. 

The government could have run the referen-
dum purely on the issue of the Eighth, kicking 
to touch on the legislation that would follow. 
Instead, it brought forward the general scheme 
of their intended bill: this was honest, but risky.

The two main parties allowed a free vote. 
Micheál Martin, in particular, took a risk and 
showed leadership. So, too, did Mary Lou Mc-
Donald. Meanwhile, Peadar Tóibín and other 
Sinn Féin members showed courage in stand-
ing against their party line. 

This is what a mature, functioning democra-
cy looks like. That gives yesterday’s result even 
greater authority.

Personal stories
If the pro-life movement is now an under-ap-
preciated force in Irish public life, the pro-
choice movement was long in that position. 
They fought the long, hard fight against major-
ity opinion and powerful institutions. They did 
so with selflessness, tenacity and courage. 

The greatest courage was shown by those 
women who, silenced for so long, emerged to 
tell their personal stories. They were the key 
factor. This is their day.

Liberalism has won in a mature, functioning democracy
Colin Murphy The pro-life 
movement has strengths that 
liberal Ireland would do well to 
respect, but its high communal 
standards are harsh on individuals

Liberalism has won in a mature, functioning democracy

Michael Brennan
Political Editor

During the 1983 referendum to 
insert the Eighth Amendment 
into the Constitution, clerics like 

Bishop Eamonn Casey and Fr Michael 
Cleary were in full flight.  

There is archive footage of Cleary in 
the audience of RTÉ’s Today Tonight pro-
gramme, demanding to know if a female 
panellist supported abortion. 

But the Catholic Church’s authority 
was undermined in the 1990s by the 

revelation that Casey and Cleary had both 
secretly fathered children. Then its cred-
ibility was devastated by the revelations 
of clerical sexual abuse and the cover-up 
by senior members of the hierarchy. 

The Church’s effective absence from 
the national stage during the 2018 refer-
endum campaign on the Eighth Amend-
ment has shown just how much its power 
has declined since 1983. 

During the live studio referendum de-
bate on RTÉ’s Claire Byrne show, there 
were politicians, medics and lawyers, 
but not a clergyman in sight.

It turns out that the Catholic Commu-
nications Office never even received a 
request for a bishop or priest to take part 
in the debate. There were more inter-
national media requests for interviews 
than national requests. In some ways, 
that sums up how much the Church’s 

influence has waned. 
This did not come as a surprise to Re-

demptorist priest Fr Tony Flannery, who 
has been officially banned from saying 
Mass for the past six years by the Vatican 
due to his liberal views on issues such 
as women priests, gay and lesbian peo-
ple, and contraception. He said bishops 
and priests had not played a part in the 
public debate. 

“The Church has backed away from 
active participation. That’s a very inter-
esting decision,” he said. 

Flannery said the authority of the 
Catholic Church had been severely un-
dermined by the clerical abuse scandals. 
“It’s inevitable that there would be a lack 
of confidence and a feeling that Church 
people don’t have great credibility any 
more. It’s such a different world and 
society now from 1983,” he said. 

Part of the thinking among Catholic 
bishops was that it was not their role 
to reach out to the wider electorate – 
that was for civil society groups such as 
Love Both and Save the Eighth. There was 
also one practical consideration which 
would not be immediately apparent to 
non-Catholics. Bishops have their ‘con-
firmation season’ from February to May, 
when they have to attend the confirma-
tion ceremonies for every child in every 
church in their diocese.  

But it is fair to say that the damage 
done to the Catholic Church’s credibility 
was a key factor in the low profile of the 
hierarchy during the referendum cam-
paign. There was at least one instance 
when the bishops were asked by RTÉ 
to contribute – which was the series of 
rapid-fire interviews done with Yes and 
No campaigners by the RTÉ Radio News 
at One programme. But the bishops de-
clined on the grounds that it did not fit 
the approach they were taking.  

One concern for the Church during the 
campaign was internal research by No 
campaign groups showing that around 
20 per cent of occasional Mass-going 
Catholics intended to vote Yes in the ref-
erendum. There was even a Catholics 
Together for Yes group. So the bishops’ 
pastoral letters to Catholics were aimed 
at shoring up their own base first. Bishops 
also put out their messages on social me-
dia, with staff in their offices sending out 
their messages on Facebook and Twitter.  

But it is difficult for the Catholic Church 
to engage in the debate without facing 
hard questions about what Flannery said 
was “the oppression of women by the 
Catholic Church for centuries”. Arch-
bishop of Dublin Diarmuid Martin did 
speak about the debt the Church owed 
to single mothers who had brought up 
their children. 

“For too long, a mentality was common 
in Ireland in which single mothers were 
ostracised and humiliated. This narrow 
moralistic culture was often sadly en-
hanced by the attitude of the Church,” 

he said, in his recent address on the ref-
erendum.  

One area that got very little attention 
in the referendum debate was the role of 
fathers – including those who welshed 
on their responsibilities to their pregnant 
partner. One who did raise it during his 
referendum message was Bishop of Kil-
laloe Fintan Monahan. 

“Thankfully, the vast majority of 
fathers are caring and loving towards 
mother and baby alike. However, there 
can sometimes be an abdication of pater-
nal responsibilities. On other occasions 
fathers can be left out of decision-mak-
ing,” he said. 

The Association of Catholic Priests 
(ACP) took an even more low-key ap-
proach than the bishops, based on the 
first-hand experience of parish priests. 
Many massgoers were no longer pre-
pared to listen to sermons about how 
they should vote. Indeed, at a time of 
growing anti-authoritarianism in society, 
it was more likely to provoke a backlash 
or make them not vote at all. 

There was an angry reaction among 
some of the congregation at a First Com-
munion ceremony in Louth when the 
priest started to talk about the referen-
dum, with some parents walking out. The 
ACP’s view was that nobody was in any 
doubt about the Catholic Church’s oppo-
sition to abortion, so the most respectful 
approach was to let people make up their 
own minds. For this reason, it also urged 
priests not to bring in campaign speakers 
into churches. 

One major speaker in the Church’s 
armoury was Pope Francis. But since last 
year, it has been clear that he would be 
arriving in August for the World Meeting 
of Families Event in Dublin. By holding 
the referendum in advance of that, the 
government avoided the prospect of 
Francis restating his long-standing oppo-
sition to abortion. But even if he had ar-
rived in the midst of the campaign, there 
are Church figures who doubt whether 
it would have had much of an influence. 

That is because the Catholic Church’s 
key power used to be centred on the large 
group of regular massgoers which it could 
get a message out to every week. In an 
increasingly secular society, it no longer 
has the same captive audience. Church 

attendances have been dropping for the 
past three decades, but clerics say that 
decline has accelerated in the past year 
or two. Churches that used to be full now 
only have a scattering of people at Sunday 
Mass – and many of them are elderly.  

Flannery said the Catholic Church was 
in a sorry state: “It’s in a state of very 
rapid decline.” 

Due to the shortage of parish priests, 
parishes have been clustered together, 
with one priest now responsible for two 
or three each. This means they have to 
perform Masses, baptisms and funer-
als across large areas. Given that many 
priests are now in their 60s and 70s, with 
others working past retirement into their 
80s, Flannery said this extra workload 
was tantamount to “abuse of the elderly”. 

It has been a sobering experience for 
the Church to realise that abortion is now 
another area where its teaching is no 
longer automatically accepted. This is not 
a new phenomenon. Church members 
have long been ignoring its prohibition 
on contraception and divorce, as well as 
disagreeing with its attitude towards gay 
and lesbian people. 

There is also a huge shift coming in 
terms of control of the education system. 
Back in 1951, the head of a delegation 
from the Knights of St Columbanus to 
Rome reported that “the Catholic Church 
in Ireland had almost complete control of 
education, explaining that this was one of 
the reasons why the Irish parliament was 
almost 100 per cent Catholic in thought 
and action”. 

But during the middle of the referen-
dum campaign, Minister for Education 
Richard Bruton showed just how much 
had changed in both the school system 
and the Dáil since 1951. He announced 
the end of the ‘baptismal barrier’, which 
allows schools under Catholic patronage 
to give preference to Catholic children in 
their admissions policies. 

Bruton’s move was designed to get 
his long-delayed school admissions bill 
moving before the Dáil broke for the 
summer recess, rather than to influence 
the referendum as one of the ministers 
backing the Yes side. (His brother, for-
mer taoiseach John Bruton, was a strong 
advocate for No.) 

But apart from the Catholic Primary 
School Management Association, there 
was barely a whimper of protest at the 
move. That would have been unimag-
inable during the 1983 referendum on 
the Eighth Amendment. 

It has been bewildering for many el-
derly priests, who were ordained at a 
time when the Church was at the height 
of its power, to see how societal attitudes 
have changed over the past three decades. 
“There’s almost a sense that [from] the 
world they lived in, the anchors have 
drifted,” said one priest. 

There is some hope within the Church 
that the visit of Pope Francis may help 
it find a new direction and purpose. But 
one visit is not going to achieve much 
in itself. The Eighth Amendment ref-
erendum campaign is another warning 
sign for the hierarchy that all the red 
lights are flashing. It could once be safely 
presumed that Irish people would always 
vote against the introduction of abortion 
here, in line with the Church’s teaching. 
But, as one experienced cleric put it to 
me, “what we are presuming can no 
longer be presumed”.  

Fine Gael Minister of State Catherine 
Byrne said there was a message for the 
Catholic Church in the resounding Yes 
vote. “The Catholic Church has to be more 
open to women. It’s important that we 
look at what women are doing in the 
structures of the Church. For someone 
who has been involved in the Church all 
my life, I think this is an eye-opener,” 
she said. 

Clergy’s silence on Eighth speaks volumes
The Catholic hierarchy’s reticence in 
the referendum debate would have 
been unthinkable in the 1980s 

The Catholic 
Church is in a 
state of very  
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A nun and a priest enjoy a chat during 
a Love Both rally earlier this month: 
this time, the waning influence of the 
Church saw clergy take a back seat in 
the campaign  Getty
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GAEILGE MUST
BE SET FREE ...

Time to teach pupils Irish culture instead
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★IS there anything 
more powerful 

than a man with his 
own portaloo?

Not even Donald 
Trump can compete 
with North Korean 
Supreme Leader Kim 
Jong Un when it 
comes to the crapper.

★During their 
recent summit in 

Singapore, it emerged 
that Little Rocket 
Man had something 
over the US President 
— his own toilet.

Apparently Lil’ Kim 
— as I call him — 
doesn’t want his poo 
to come into contact 
with foreign soil.

★Lucky he’s never 
met Gillian 

McKeith, the TV star 
who spent years pok-
ing through sh*t to 
help viewers lose 
weight. I’d imagine 
that Kim is the sort of 
chap who wouldn’t 
take too kindly to the 
suggestion that his, er, 
cuddly figure, was a 
tad on the wide side.

Mother of 
all claims 
by Kelly...

He’s no
loo-ser!COMPULSORY Irish is like a 

rabid dog — it needs to be killed 
off for its own sake.

Generations of us have grown up 
learning to loathe, not love, our native 
language because ‘Gaeilge’ has been 
forced down our throats — and it’s no 
wonder many children end up gagging.

This week a new report revealed that 
almost 4,000 Leaving Cert students have 
managed to secure an exemption from 
Irish.

Some will have genuine reasons (dys-
lexia, for example) but most, I suspect, 
regard quitting Gaeilge as the equiva-
lent of securing the Get Out Of Jail Free 
card in Monopoly. 

Yes, it’s a useless language — but it’s 
our language and just because nobody 
outside these shores speaks ‘as Gaeilge’, 
that is not a good enough reason to 
confine Irish to the dustbin of history.

However, a radical new approach is 
needed. 

By all means, let primary schools keep 
delivering a basic grounding — a cupla 
focail, if you like — to pupils but in sec-
ondary school, compulsory Irish has no 
place in the curriculum.

Instead, all first year students at 
second level should be made to take a 
course in “Irish language and culture” 
with an emphasis on encouraging 
children to take pride in their heritage.

Go back to the very beginning of our 
native tongue. Explain how and why 
Irish came to exist on our beautiful lit-
tle island (I don’t have a clue, it was 
never explained to me).

Bring Irish culture alive by taking 
students out of the classroom and let-
ting them relive history.

Once a month or so, bring them on a 
heritage tour — the 

Ceide fields in Mayo, ancient monaster-
ies like Glendalough, the Irish National 
Heritage Park in Wexford, the Ulster 
Folk Park in Omagh.

Let children breathe in the past, let 
them imagine a time when the language 
was part and parcel of our everyday life.

Language
The Department of Education should 

also fund a week for every single stu-
dent in the Gaeltacht with total immer-
sion in the language and not a word of 
Bearla allowed.

Then, when the Junior Cert cycle kicks 
off at the beginning of second year, stu-
dents should be able to CHOOSE wheth-
er or not they want to study Irish.

Yes, there will be a massive fall-off in 
the numbers taking the subject but may 

I suggest that Irish will emerge richer 
and stronger as a result. Why? Because 
boys and girls who study it will be doing 
so because they WANT to.

When I think of the Irish language, I 
recall Oscar Wilde’s poignant line in the 
Ballad Of Reading Gaol, “each man 
kills the thing he loves”.

We are killing Irish — a language we 
should all love — by making it 
compulsory all the way to the Leaving 
Cert. When pupils are faking dyslexia to 
escape from a subject, you know 
something’s gone badly wrong.

Far better to imbue students with 
knowledge and pride in our native 
‘teanga’ and let them take it from there.

The ‘compulsory’ edict is like a noose 
tightening around Irish. If you love 
something, set it free. 

DON’T MISS TOMORROW’SDON’T MISS TOMORROW’S FREEFREEFREE

●WHAT IS Kelly Brook’s 
idea of “work” I 

wonder?
Posing in a bikini on a 

beach, appearing on some 
minor TV show, gushing 
about a new product she’s 
being paid to promote?

●I ask, because she has a 
few choice words to say 

about working mothers.
Needless to say, the fact 

that Kelly neither holds 
down a full-time job nor 
has any children, did not 
bother her in the slightest.

●She told the Loose 
Women TV show that 

she liked “professional” 
mums who “never”       
mentioned their kids.

Kelly hates women who 
use their children as an 
“excuse” for cancelling an 
appointment. May she 
never know the woes of 
caring for a sick infant.

SITTING IN 
JUDGEMENT: 
Kelly Brook 
on Loose
Women show

Spoil your dad
THIS Sunday will be my first Father’s Day without a 
father. My dad Niall died in February and of course, 
this time 12 months ago I had no idea that 2017 would 
be the last year I’d be buying a Father’s Day card.

Needless to say, the influence of a dad — of a good 
dad — lives on long after they die.

He’s not only responsible for 50 per cent of your DNA 
but he will have helped to shape your character, your 
values, your outlook on life and even the way you raise 
your own kids.

So just a gentle reminder to give your dad a big hug 
this Sunday and spoil him rotten if you’re lucky 
enough to still have him with you for Father’s Day.

■I HAVE zero interest in the 
World Cup but the opening 

ceremony was on TV in the 
office yesterday so unfortu-
nately, I witnessed Robbie 
Williams’ cringe-inducing   
performance. He looked like a 
washed-up crooner from 
Vegas with his tacky suit, 
black silk shirt with a hint of 
hairy chest, chain necklace 
and rictus grin. Apparently, he 
also gave the middle finger to 
the camera. I wonder how 
much he got paid? Not enough 
to hide the fact that he looked 
mortified to be there.

CRINGE: 
Robbie
Williams

He’s no
TOILET: Kim Jong Un

Time to fight
LONELINESS 
THE Loneliness 
Taskforce this week 
made some excellent 
recommendations to 
help combat this all 
too common human 
condition.

It suggests we copy 
the UK and have a 
specific Minister for 
Loneliness. It also 
urges pumping €3 
million a year into 
projects to alleviate 
loneliness.

Our population is 
ageing rapidly so 
this is a problem we 
need to tackle now, 
not in the future.
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It’s sorry State of affairs 
in this so-called Republic
ANY lingering doubts that this 

State has an innate hatred of 
women were well and truly dis-
pelled this week.

On the other hand if you were looking 
for more proof this so-called republic is 
rotten to the core you didn’t need a 
microscope to observe it.

At least 17 women are dead and thou-
sands more could have had their health 
destroyed or even lose their lives as a 
result of the smear test scandal.

The latest scandal concerns cervical 
cancer but has exposed a diseased State  
with a health service which exists for 
the welfare of those who run it rather 
than for the health of the citizens who 
pay for it.

When it comes to secretive organisa-
tions which operate largely outside 
government control, Britain has MI5, 
America has the CIA and Russia a new 
version of the KGB. Ireland has the HSE.

Now there is to be another statutory 
investigation on the way, to join the 
dozens of other tribunals and inquiries, 
into a scandal which could eclipse the 
hep C one.

Surely it’s now time for an actual 
Minister for Scandals to deal with the 

Are we past 
caring about 
our heritage?

Roof falls in 
on homeless 
figures scam

President Higgins was right to 
hit out at the fact that history is 
no longer a core subject for 
Junior Cert students.

Michael d, below, said he 
shares shared “deep and 
profound concern” of historians 
at this development and so do a 
lot of others.

He pointed out that 
understanding 
the past is 
imperative to 
how we shape 
the future and 
without this 
future 
generations run 
the risk of being 
“permanently 
burdened with a 
lack of 
perspective, 

empathy and wisdom”.
Better that the young be 

trained as corporate drones to 
work for the likes of Apple 
without questioning why they pay 
half their wages in tax while their 
employer pays almost none.

Without knowing the history of 
workers’ struggles for their rights 
that will be the case.

tHe Government, and useless 
Housing Minister eoghan Murphy 
in particular, are desperate to 
stop the number of homeless 
people breaking the 10,000 mark.

they are so unnerved at hitting 
this landmark figure but rather 
than find homes for the homeless  
they have now resorted to 
doctoring the numbers.

A leaked memo from Louth 
County Council has blown away 
the Government’s lies and totally 
contradicts Mr Murphy’s claims 
that these people are not 
homeless.

it states: “it is important to 
note that the Council still 
consider these individuals as 
homeless.”

this is just the latest effort by 
the minister to hide the shocking 
truth as he usually publishes the 
bad news late on a Friday night to 
avoid the figures making the 
papers and being scrutinised by 
the likes of Morning ireland.

that’s transparency Fine Gael 
style.

new ones which break with increasing 
regularity. 

The dreadful irony is that from the 
outside this country looks like an effi-
cient, well-run state but unfortunately 
beneath the surface is a mountain of 
corruption which is only occasionally 
exposed at very low tide.

Such a low tide occurred in the High 
Court last week when Vicky Phelan 
lifted the lid on what could be the worst 
health scandal in the State’s history.

The mother of two didn’t find out  
there was a mistake made with the 
results of her 2011 smear until 2017 and 
a review of her test was carried out in 
2014, the year she was diagnosed with 
cervical cancer.

Now there could be hundreds, if not 
thousands, of other women affected or 
in the same situation.

Had it not been for the courage of this 
terminally ill mother other women 
would be living and dying in ignorance 
of the grave wrong done to them by the 
State. Were these tests not meant to 
detect anomalies which might indicate 
that the patient had a chance of devel-
oping cervical cancer in the future? 
What was the point if they were going 

to be ignored? So how did we arrive at 
the situation where women given the 
all-clear are now worried the results 
were wrong and they might be devel-
oping cancer?

Probably for the same reason the 
State gave blood to thousands of 
women knowing it to be contaminated 
killing at least 260 of them in what 
became known as hepatitis C scandal.

Now the truth is out the rats are 
running for cover and making promises 
they hope they will never have to keep 
and everyone is questioning the lack of 
accountability in public affairs. 

HIsTORY
In a tweet Vicky Phelan yesterday 

said she wants to see a Commission of 
Investigation that is urgent, prompt and 
public. If past history is anything to go 
by the opposite will be the case.

Meanwhile, over at Dublin Castle the 
Disclosures Tribunal lawyers are 
dealing with smears of another kind, 
that of whistleblower Sgt Maurice 
McCabe.

Like the case of Vicky Phelan, we 
wouldn’t know anything had the coura-
geous copper not blown the whistle and 
used his tape recorder. 

Vicky is also to be thanked for 
revealing in a roundabout way the head 
of the HSE Tony O’Brien was also on the 
board of an American drug company. 

The Irish Times reported he joined 
the board of US contraceptive firm 
Evofem Biosciences earlier this 
year and was in line to 
receive fees totalling 
€45,000 a year for the 

role. Leo Varadkar turned a whiter 
shade of pale in the Dail when he was 
asked about a fundraiser organised for 
him by the chairman of the firm the 
HSE chief has joined. 

An almost speechless Taoiseach 
confirmed that was the case.

After the latest scandal many people 
are asking what the HSE is actually 
there for apart from looking after the 
health of those in charge who pocket 
Lotto plus jackpot-sized payoffs.

There have also been questions raised 
as to why there is a need for expensive 
inquiries and investigations when there 
is a police force that could do the job.

Probably because there are over 20 
separate investigations and inquiries 
ongoing into the Garda for such matters 
as money laundering and fraud. 

Republic of Opportunity? More like 
the State of Scandal.

Ed to the bank as 
guitar icon folds
AROUND 405,000 people 
here are due to attend Ed 
sheeran’s Irish concerts, 
which apparently is 
a record.

The promoter 
also claims 
that this 
glorified pub 
singer is “the 
best rockstar 
there is in the 
world”.

Up to 120,000 of the 
tickets are for the singer’s 
Cork shows which means 

that the entire 
population of 
the southern 

capital is 
going to his 

three gigs.
This week 

legendary 
guitar maker 
Gibson, left, 

filed for 
bankruptcy while 

Ed laughs all the way 
to the bank. Kind of sums 

up the state of rock ‘n’ roll 
at the moment. 

y 
MAYdAY, Mayday, Mayday, 
socialism is lost and needs 

rescuing from the yobs who ran riot in 
Paris this week.

the scenes on Mayday were an insult 
to the French students and workers who 
took to the streets in 1968 and who 
didn’t need balaclavas to hide their 
faces. How is smashing the windows of 

Mcdonald’s and burning the scooters of 
the workers flipping the burgers inside 
furthering revolution?

As our friends in the north will tell 
you, this is what’s known as recreational 
rioting and those involved have as 
much interest in workers’ rights as 
football hooligans have in the clubs they 
supposedly follow.

CRIME really is rampant in the country as RTE 
viewers will have witnessed last week.

Shocking video on Crimecall showed  
two older men stealing coins from a church 
candle collection box and in other clips a 
woman was seen leaving a store without 
paying for toys.

Unfortunately there was no footage of the 
€1billion plus robbed from up to 50,000 bank 
customers during the great tracker mortgage 
robbery but it still happened.

Also, when detectives do manage to solve 
the great collection box heist they might have 
a look at the findings of a certain tribunal 
which has been gathering dust for over seven 
years. 

Hopefully then our modern-day Sherlock 
Holmes will finally investigate Moriarty?

THIS FAILS TO 
MAKE CENTS

pLucky 
Guy  Ed 
sheeran

AOIFE BANNON
Aoife.Bannon@the-sun.ie@Aoifeban

I AM a big fan of Derry Girls, the new com-
edy on Channel 4.

Set in the 1990s, the sitcom follows the 
antics of four Catholic schoolgirls. Although 
it hardly paints Derry in the best light, I was 
amused to see tourism chiefs attempt to 
make the most of the show’s popularity.

During an episode about sectarianism 
and the July 12 marches, an ad urging peo-
ple to visit Derry aired during the break. 

I guess you can’t blame them for trying.

lIF you struggle to pack
light for a short holiday,

spare a thought for Kate Mid-
dleton’s hairdresser.

Amanda Cook Tucker, left,
joined the Duchess of Cam-
bridge on a four-day Sweden 
and Norway trip this week. 

With pressure to keep the
royal tresses in tip top con-
dition, poor Amanda’s lug-

gage included 13 brushes, 
six combs, three hair tongs, 

two hairdryers and seven 
types of hair product.

Amanda put a snap of the
haul on Instagram with the 
caption, “Think that’s every-
thing” — with the post 
quickly going viral.

Thankfully the royal plane 
was on hand for the journey.

The fees to check that lot 
in with the likes of Ryanair 
would have blown even the 
Queen’s travel budget.

lCONOR McGregor and Floyd 
Mayweather look set to tear strips

off each other again. Verbally at least.
The pair faced each other in a box-

ing match last August, going ten 
rounds before Mayweather sealed his 
50th victory in the ring.

But now a UFC rematch appears to
be on the cards after Mayweather 
posted a video of himself stepping 
into the Octagon.

McGregor responded by saying, 
“F*** the Mayweathers” — and it 

looks like the feud between the pair is 
well and truly reignited. 

Discussing another fight with May-
weather, Conor said: “I’d do as I 
please against him inside the Octa-
gon. If he does do it, I know he’s flirt-
ing with it, I’d have respect for him.”

Having been beaten by Mayweather
once, McGregor clearly wants to set-
tle the score. I’m just not sure the 
public has the stamina for many more 
months of the old rivals and their 
incessant mudslinging.

GOODBYE grid girls . . . 
pick-and-mix feminism has
won again.

This week, the role of glamorous
women as ambassadors for sports
events was in the spotlight as two
organisations announced they were
ditching the long-standing tradition.

The Professional Darts Corporation
announced last weekend that “walk-on
girls” — the ladies who escort male play-
ers to the stage — will be axed from
upcoming events after discussions with
broadcasters. Formula 1 quickly roared

into action on Wednesday with an
announcement that its “grid girls” are no
longer in keeping with its “brand values”.

The move received a mixed response,
as some hailed it a victory for feminism,
while others insisted it was a clear case
of political correctness gone mad.

For me, it’s difficult to see how this is a
positive for women — it’s denying females
work in a job they enjoyed.

Thousands of women are set to lose a
good income because their once-valued
job is now deemed to be setting a bad
example to young girls. 

It seems to me to be a knee-jerk reac-
tion to the #MeToo scandal, with women

IF you’ve nothing nice to 
say, say nothing at all.

It’s a good message to
live by whether that’s in 
the real world or on 
social media.

Telly presenter Maura
Derrane was under the 
spotlight this week after 
she was nastily trolled 
online over an outfit
she wore on her RTE 
Today TV show.

The particular ensem-
ble, above, was a per-
fectly inoffensive skirt 
and stripey top.

It was posted on the 
show’s Facebook page 
for interested viewers to 
see where the various 
pieces came from.

However, as has 
become almost too com-
monplace, many of those
who commented on the 
picture took the opportu-
nity to tell Maura in no 
uncertain terms how 
much they disliked her 
attire — and the rest.

There were a few posi-
tive comments but they 
were very much in the 
minority, and for the 
most part they were just 
plain mean and nasty.

The presenter was told
she was too old for the 
(“badly ironed”) outfit, 
while others weighed in 
on her make-up.

Speaking about the 
commentary, which was 
brought to wider atten-
tion by a caller to Ryan 
Tubridy’s radio show, 
Maura said: “I have to 
say, if it gets really 
nasty, I think it can be 
very hurtful.”

At a time when cyber-
bullying of teens is at a 
record high, I find it 
mind-boggling that 
grown adults — the 
majority female and 
many of them mothers
to boot — still think it’s 
OK to say awful things 
about other people on 
social media.

While most parents 
will tell their kids to be 
kind to others and to 
never bully anyone, 
perhaps they would do 
well to also practice 
what they preach.

IT was never going to be the toughest 
of interviews but Piers Morgan must 
surely have felt ridiculous asking Donald 
Trump if he considers himself a feminist.

The ITV presenter has long been a vocal 
supporter of the US president, who he 
became friendly with after appearing on The 
Apprentice in the US. And that relationship paid 
off when Piers scooped a one-on-one with the 
leader of the free world.

In an interview that critics have blasted as 
being too soft and cosy, surely hardened hack 
Piers was aware that asking a man who fam-
ously boasted of grabbing women “by the 
p***y” if he’s a feminist was laughable.

Thankfully, even Trump has enough humility 
to admit that branding himself as such would be 
“maybe going too far”. 

I don’t think anyone would argue with that.

everywhere rightly standing up to sexual
harassment and inequality. 

But are we now assuming that because
these women are participating in a male
dominated sport that they are somehow
victims that are being objectified against
their will? The girls have staunchly
argued that this is not the case. 

Calling for the ban on ‘grid girls’,
‘walk-on girls’ and their ilk in other
sports like boxing, the Women’s Sport
Trust said they believe women working as
models at sports events is encouraging
ladies not to aim higher. 

The group explained: “We’re asking
(young girls) to look and admire the suc-
cessful, talented, strong men taking part
in the competition — whilst the role of
the women is purely based on their phys-
ical appearance.”

Unfortunately, this statement fails to
recognise that not all young girls dream
of being sports stars.

In fact, it simply belittles those who
dream of growing up to be models.

The suggestion is that women who have
jobs that are focused on their appearance
are letting down the female cause. 

The fact that these women are there
by choice, because they enjoy it and
also make good money, has been over-
looked simply because the girls involved
are “glamorous”.

In this case, it seems the term is being
used almost as a slur on the ladies
involved. Punishing women because they
are attractive to men seems worryingly
backward to me. 

And if glamour and sport is so abhor-
rent, should we consider axing
Ladies Day at race meets?

Sadly, this kind of feminism
reeks of double standards.
While feminists on one hand
say that women should be
able to wear what they want,
this latest manoeuvre now
suggests that looking sexy at
a male-orientated sporting
event is somehow shameful.

Bowing to politically cor-
rect pressure, the sports
involved say that the
practice of female
ambassadors is “at
odds with modern
societal norms”.

They say having
women there to
promote the sport
is no longer
appropriate and
it needs to
be “updated”.

To me, telling
women that they
can’t work in cer-
tain roles seems
to be sending
us back in time,
not forward.

PLIGHT OF
HUTCHES
IS PITIFUL

MAURA’S
TROLLS 
NEED TO 
GROW UP

Changes don’t
give feminism a 
sporting chance

E BB

IT is sometimes hard not 
to feel sorry for the 
Hutch family.

The ongoing feud with
the Kinahan gang has 
resulted in 12 members 
of the clan and their 
associates being killed 
in recent months.

Gang boss Gerry ‘The
Monk’ Hutch, above, is 
in hiding, with his life in 
danger, having lost three 
nephews and a brother 
to the violent rivalry with 
the Kinahan mob.

Moving scenes played
out in the capital this 
week at the funeral of 
Derek ‘Del Boy’ Coakley 
Hutch, with a family 
friend reminding the 
gathered congregation 
that “this is a family, 
not a cartel”.

Indeed friends and 
locals in inner city 
Dublin marched last 
week with Del Boy’s 
mother in a show of sup-
port for the family’s 
ongoing suffering.

Some will argue that 
their plight is a reminder 
of the high price that 
comes with having 
family members involved 
in criminality.

It is also a sign of just
how deadly the powerful 
Kinahan cartel is — and 
everything must be
done to stop their 
bloody rampage.
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The views 
expressed are your 

own. They may 
not be shared by 

everyone, but they 
are how you 

feel.
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COMMENT

T
wo months ago the eyes of theworld were on Barcelonabecause of the terrorist attackthat killed 14 people and injuredmore than 100 others. Thepeople of Barcelona and Spaincame together in solidarity. Nowall is discord.An impulsive and premature push forindependence by the region’s politicalleaders, coupled with a clumsy andunnecessarily hardline response from theSpanish government in Madrid, has givenSpain its biggest constitutional crisis inthe 42 years since the death of the dictatorGeneral Francisco Franco.Although the pressures and tensionshave been building for years, the crisis hasunfolded in the space of a month. OnOctober 1, in a referendum that Madridinsisted was illegal, 90% of those whovoted supported Catalonian independ-ence. It did not provide a mandate forindependence — many Catalonians whooppose it chose not to vote and the turn-out was only 43% — but it set a trap thatMariano Rajoy, Spain’s prime minister,and his government were quick to fall into.If history tells us anything, it is thatdemocratic governments which deal tooharshly with breakaway movements willincrease support for them. The cause ofIrish nationalism was helped hugelymore than century ago by the decision ofthe British government to execute theleaders of the Easter Rising of 1916, havingdelayed home rule. Many Catalans whowere lukewarm at best about independ-ence were turned towards the cause bythe brutal treatment inflicted on theirfellow citizens by Spanish police. Thesight of local firefighters trying to protectpeople from police truncheons, in imagessent around the world, was a disaster.That brutality has been followed by thehardest of hard lines by the Spanishgovernment. On Friday it dismissed Cata-lonia’s political leaders and appointed

Soraya Saenz de Santamaria, the coun-try’s deputy prime minister, to be incharge of the region. The chief ofCatalonia’s autonomous police force —under investigation for sedition for failingto assist the Guardia Civil in dealing withpro-independence protesters — wasremoved from office. Madrid has orderedregional elections for December 21.The reasons for Catalonia’s push forindependence can be debated. It is one ofSpain’s most successful and prosperousregions but the recession, the eurozonecrisis and arguments about the distribu-tion of tax proceeds have poured petrolon the flames. Now it faces the economicconsequences of this constitutional crisis.Nearly 1,700 companies have taken stepsto move their headquarters from Catalo-nia to other parts of Spain since the refer-endum. Visitor numbers are down. During the Cold War the Sovietthreat held western European countriestogether and fears of past dictatorshipmoderated behaviour at home. But theEuropean Union, while it has offered nosuccour to supporters of Catalan inde-pendence, has a mission to weaken thepower of the nation state. This makes iteasier for breakaway movements tocontemplate separation. Brussels hasnow had a partial deathbed repentance;its officials can observe Flemish separa-tism by looking out of their windows. While Carles Puigdemont, the deposedCatalan president, overplayed his hand,coercion by Madrid can never be along-term solution. There has to be agrown-up discussion about the areas inwhich greater autonomy is possible anddesirable, what in a Scottish contextwould be called “devo-max”. Most Cata-lans would probably be happy with that.After all, it was what they were promisedfive years ago.
Is a grown-up outcome possible?Cooler heads are needed to stop this crisisgetting much worse before it gets better. 

Too often, controversies such as thetracker scandal simmer away in the back-ground, present in our collective subcon-scious without the full horror of thehuman misery they conceal quite dawn-ing upon us. We have known for severalyears that the pillar banks deprived somepeople of tracker mortgage rates, much-prized interest charges pegged closely tothe prevailing lending rate of the Euro-pean Central Bank, but few noticed thescale of the suffering caused. This national naivety was shatteredwhen the Central Bank of Ireland revealedfindings from a two-year examination ofthe problem, and when four victims ofthis financial abuse gave moving personaltestimony to the Oireachtas committee onfinance. For example, Thomas Ryan saidhe suffered a stroke at the age of 47 and hiswife Claire had a nervous breakdown in2015 after five years fighting their bank,Permanent TSB (PTSB). Independentfinancial advisers estimated the differ-ence in interest costs between the correcttracker rate for Hazel Melbourne, anotherPTSB customer, and the incorrect rate thebank applied to her, would be in excess of€60,000 over the remaining term of hermortgage if not put right. About 7,000 cases were identified bythe banks before the Central Bank beganits examination in December 2015. Itsreview identified a further 13,000 cases.The review was supposed to take threemonths, but has taken 22 so far and is stillgoing. The government has not beenspeaking with one voice on this issue.Paschal Donohoe, the finance minister,has confined himself to commenting onthe 20,000 cases we know about. SimonCoveney, the foreign affairs minister, said

the final figure could be as high as 30,000accounts. Michael D’Arcy, the juniorfinance minister, said the governmentmight remove the role of consumerprotection from the Central Bank. MrDonohoe and Mr Coveney said it wouldnot, as no outside agency would have thesame powers. 
Mr Donohoe appeared genuinely to behorrified last week at the behaviour of thebanks and decried their use of dehuman-ising language, referring to ‘“customers’”,‘“consumers’” and ‘“accounts”, insteadof seeing the victims of their malpracticeas ‘“people’”. Yet, no more than the Cen-tral Bank, the finance minister has limitedtools to curb or punish abuse. The CentralBank’s powers to order compensationand redress payments apply only to track-ers denied after 2013. In earlier cases itmust rely on moral pressure, which hashad little impact on bankers up to now. MrDonohoe may delay the restoration ofbonuses and higher pay scales to seniorbanking executives, but this will not put aroof back over the heads of the 25 familieswho lost their homes. He may increase thebank levy on a particular institution butwe know the customer will ultimately pickup the tab anyway.If the share price is damaged by thisscandal, or by the cost of putting it right inthe banks where the government holds asignificant or a majority share, the tax-payer will ultimately carry that cost too.But financial cost pales alongside thehuman price caused by the wrongful with-drawal and denial of tracker mortgagerates to thousands of Irish families, inwhat has been a stark reminder of theanguish that can lie behind yourneighbour’s front door.

True cost of tracker scandal is price paid in human misery 

If it was someone’s intention to stifle anypublic enthusiasm for televised courtproceedings, then last week’s decision toopen the Supreme Court to the cameraswas a stroke of genius. Anyone hoping foran OJ Simpson-style courtroom dramawill have been abruptly disabused bythe spectacle.
It was surely with his tongue firmly inhis cheek that chief justice Frank Clarkesuggested televising the Supreme Courtcould “demystify” the judicial process,

when only the most learned of friendswould have been anything other thanmystified by last week’s judgments incases involving extradition and redress.Why not open with a criminal trial, per-haps, or a compensation case in which theinjured plaintiff was suddenly confrontedwith Facebook images of his recent kite-surfing exploits? Instead, the sight of fivebewigged judges perorating on points oflaw will surely have silenced any demandfor televised courts for at least a decade. 

Damning verdict on TV trial

He put himself knowingly in the way of 
grave danger

Spain turns a Catalandrama into a crisis

ESTABLISHED 1822 Larissa Nolan

rock stars might blow up in his face. When the former prime minister hosted a gin-and-tonic reception for Damon Albarn in the House of Commons in the mid-90s, a sceptical Campbell asked the Blur singer: “What if you turn around and say: ‘Tony’s a wanker’?”Music lovers have little regard for those whofeign a passionate interest in certain bands to make themselves look cool. I’m not saying Leo doesn’t like music at all; I just think he’s pretending to like it a lot more than he actually does in order to fit his image as our young, hip leader. It won’t wash. It’s an appropriation and an insult.
Separately, there’s a growing society of fakesat gigs lately, brandishing iPhones, more concerned with boasting to their Facebook friends about being there rather than actually enjoying it. They’ll buy into anything if they’re told it’s fashionable. Real music fans don’t feel the need to seek approval for something as natural as going to a gig, and they hold back on the hyperbole. They’re confident in their own choices. To me, the taoiseach’s gig choices were too cherry-picked to show an all-round passion for the art.If Leo really enjoys music, he should resist the temptation to be seen at St Vincent, or The XX, or whatever the current millennial favouriteis. He’d impress far more by showing up next month to see Gilbert O’Sullivan, our own musical genius who was a huge influence on Morrissey. Or he could go to see the Waterboys,inventors of the “big music”, a sound andvision that inspired a generation of American rockers.

He could use his status to give a leg-up to emerging Irish talent such as Farah Elle, or to support unsung heroes like Jinx Lennon. Now, that would really be appreciated. Just be sincere about it, Leo. Be yourself and lead, not follow.
The taoiseach should also think twice beforeflashing a VIP pass to get close to the latest cool rock band in a bid for muso kudos. He was lucky that even music fans, though suspicious of his true motives, sided with the taoiseach when LCD Soundsystem attacked him publicly on the assumption that Leo didn’t agree with their political views on repealing the eighth amendment.

But the jig is up now, and he won’t get awaywith it a second time. He might look back to when he started in politics, and considerhow that Britpop association ended with Blair. Because ultimately musicians want to get behind revolutionaries, not be part of the establishment.Justine McCarthy is away

T
he year was 1996: Britpop was at itsheight, Cool Britannia ruled the waves,and here in Ireland a 17-year-old namedLeo Varadkar joined Fine Gael.Neuroscience suggests the music welisten to as teenagers has the strongestinfluence on us, and it seems that ourfirst “indie” taoiseach is no exception.Leo’s entry into politics came during a headyera when musicians hung out with prime ministers, in what felt like a revolution. At the Brit Awards, Noel Gallagher dedicated one of Oasis’s wins to Tony Blair, saying: “He’s the man!” It was an intoxicating time to come of age, and we teens in the bland land of Bertie and Bruton were happy to be swept up in it.Blair’s strategy must have impressed the young Leo, given that as taoiseach he has been aligning himself with the biggest names in rock and showcasing a hip taste in music to modern voters. Now it’s his turn to hang out with Noel Gallagher, as he did last summer at a lengthy lunch at Bono’s house.In two decades of being around the Dublinmusic scene, I never saw Leo Varadkar. Now I can’t seem to go out without bumping into him. It’s like I’ve accidentally fallen into the taoiseach’s social circle. But it’s no accident — I’m a big music fan, and Leo seems to be trying to get on board the bandwagon of my favourite groups. He’s been hanging out at Electric Picnic with wristbands up to his elbow, and showing up in wraparound sunglasses to all the key outdoor gigs. He knows that music today is all about lifestyle, identity, wearing your taste as a badge, appealing to a certain set. The music snob in me was irritated to see him at the Pixies gig in Trinity College in July, cheerleading for a band I’ve been evangelical about since I was 13. It felt a bit like someone trying to steal your clothes. It seemed odd that Leo has only revealed his long-time love of the Pixies (formed 1986) in recent years, just when they finally became mainstream cool. He has tweeted about discovering them when he heard their song Where Is My Mind? on the Fight Club movie soundtrack.More galling was the knowledge that he gotbackstage to meet Frank Black. So both Leo and I have a photo of ourselves with the lead singer of the Pixies, although it took me 16 years of fandom. I believe the taoiseach doesn’t like Arcade Fire, which is a relief — at least something’s sacred.It was no surprise to see him at LCD Soundsystem in the Olympia last month. The right-on New Yorkers are the hottest hipster ticket on the live circuit since they got back together, especially among those who weren’t 

interested enough the first time around to go and see them. 
They’ve a lot in common, Leo Varadkar andLCD frontman James Murphy. Both are kings of spin. LCD Soundsystem pulled off the music PR coup of the decade — breaking-up in 2011 in a dramatic, extended farewell that included a final show and a documentary, before re-forming with seemingly indecent haste just over four years later. There are plenty of bands who’d call that a rest between records, but the hype meant a number one album and a sold-out reunion tour. Genuine or not, it was a masterful publicity stunt.So while LCD members Nancy Whang and AlDoyle were more than happy to court their liberal activist fans with “Resist” and “Repeal” sloganeering, they turned on Leo when he went backstage for a meet-and-greet facilitated by the promoters. They seemingly decided they were not going to be seen cosying up to a politician — especially one as neo-liberal as Blair turned out to be — even if the taoiseach is a friend of beloved Canadian premier Justin Trudeau, who made the cover of American magazine Rolling Stone under the headline: Why Can’t He Be Our President?Or maybe they were too cool to be in selfieswith Paschal Donohue, who looks like the class nerd, as real music fans often do.Blair’s spindoctor Alastair Campbell could have warned Leo about how hanging out with 

A
t one point in 2015, in the second yearof Ibrahim Halawa’s imprisonment inEgypt, Sinn Fein MEP Lynn Boylanasked rhetorically whether the Irishgovernment would be doing more tosecure his release if his name wasPaddy Murphy. It was widelyunderstood that she was reflectingthe feelings of members of Halawa’s family and many of his friends among the Muslim community here.The comment was unwarranted and uninformed. We now know that almost from the moment that 17-year-old Ibrahim was detained by Egyptian security forces along withhis older sisters, during violent clashes in Cairo, Irish diplomats and officials were striving to secure their release. As soon as they became aware that Irish citizens were in the Al Fateh mosque — where shots were being exchanged with the security forces — the Irish ambassador to Egypt, Isolde Moylan, and the consul Sean Norton were working the phones to have them extricated. They advised the Halawa siblings to stay together and to stop giving interviews.In the four years and two months since, theHalawa case has occupied the energies of two taoisigh, three ministers for foreign affairs, up to a dozen diplomats, and any number of officials across various government departments. According to Simon Coveney, thecurrent foreign affairs minister, it took up 20,000 consular hours, more than any other case in the history of his department. In parallel, public opinion mobilised to a degree probably never before witnessed in support of an Irish citizen in trouble abroad, with demonstrations, expressions of support from elected representatives, petitions on social media and extensive news coverage. By any civilised standard, the case of Ibrahim Halawa is shocking. His detention for more than four years without being convicted of any crime violates article 9 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. Even after his acquittal, he was kept in prison for a further month. Anyone who has taken a longer-term interest in Egypt’s human rights record will not, however, be greatly surprised. Amnesty International’s most recent report on the country, in 2016, detailed sweeping detentions, mass trials, arbitrary arrests, torture, ill-treatment and summary executions. Many of those who fall into the hands of the security forces simply disappear. By such obscene standards, Ibrahim Halawa might even be considered lucky.Yet, possibly to support his safe return, an almost wholly unquestioning public narrative was built up around his case. This had the Halawa siblings caught up more or less unwittingly extreme violence while on vacation. This was not the case. They were not simply passive tourists who found themselves in the wrong place at the wrong time.The date of their detention — August 16, 2013— had been designated as a “Day of Rage” by the extremist Muslim Brotherhood, protesting against violence by the security forces. The Halawas were no neophytes. They had spoken on a public platform at a mass meeting in Rabaa where, two days previously, police and 

soldiers had killed almost 900 people. “We only fear Allah, not bullets,” Omaima Halawa wrote on Facebook at the time. There is no suggestion of involvement in violence, but Ibrahim and possibly some of the other family members had attended successive demonstrations since their arrival in Egypt.Critics of the Irish authorities’ inability to have one of their citizens freed have asked why one of Halawa’s cell-mates, Australian journalist Peter Greste, was released so much earlier. Probably because although convicted of reporting news which was “damaging to national security”, Greste was doing his job and was not challenging the regime. There is not much to choose between the brutal dictatorship that now rules Egypt and the Muslim Brotherhood with its involvement in terrorism, its anti-Semitism and its aggressive fundamentalism. It “tries to participate in politics ... but is willing to use violence and terror,” according to a UK commission of inquiry in 2014. Perhaps it is a bit like Sinn Fein and the IRA.There is no suggestion that Ibrahim Halawasits anywhere on this spectrum. Like most young men, he has ideals and aims, including political aims. And every Irish citizen must be glad he has been freed and is reunited with his family and can rebuild his life. But it is necessary to be frank. Even allowing for his youth, he put himself recklessly and knowingly in the way of grave danger, in public association with an extremist movement.There was an outcry when emergency services had to be deployed because idiots were out swimming and surfing during Hurricane Ophelia. The Halawa episode is different only in the scale of resources that had to be mobilised. If every Irish citizen were to act in similar fashion abroad, requiring the state to mount a rescue operation of similar proportions, public patience would notlong endure. 
conor.brady@sunday-times.ie

Conor Brady

Real music fans don’t feel the need to seek approval for something as natural as going to a concert

Taoiseach should ditch the trendy music bandwagon if he wants real kudos

If all Irish citizens flirted with extremism abroad, we’d run out of resources 

The gig is up for tragically hip Leo

Halawa had to be saved, but he was reckless

ME TOO!

I am writing this for the girl in 
front of me on the bus, who 
edges away from the old man 
beside her when his hand slides 
along her thigh. I see your head 
lower in shame as everyone 
watches, but no one speaks up 
to defend you. I silently plead 
with you to crush his creeping 
fi ngers between your legs. Give 
him a mark so shameful that he 
can never lay those hands on 
anybody else. 

For my friends trying to hold 
their heads high when the boys 
hurl insults like stones from 
across the road. I know that 
sometimes these names are 
more familiar than our own, and 
we all wish we could fade into 
the brick walls behind us. 
But you are so much more than 
blind catcalls at four o’clock on 
a Tuesday aft ernoon. You are 
vibrant, and loud. Your sharp 
tongue is the most powerful 
weapon in your arsenal. Do not 
be afraid to open fi re. 

For the girls I see at every party 
and disco I have ever been to. It 
doesn’t matt er how short your 
skirt was, or how much you had 
to drink. What matt ers is that 

this night was supposed to be 
your movie moment, a snap-
shot of your teenage years to 
look back on when everything 
else fades away. Instead you 
spend it with a feeling in the 
pit of your stomach that none 
of this is right, but he is so 
overpowering that sometimes it 
seems he fi lls the whole room. 
You forget how to say stop. 
Do not let this be the end. Don’t 
build a tower to lock yourself 
away. You were brought into 
this world kicking and scream-
ing. Never stop. 

For the men that eyed us up 
like women when we were 
barely girls, and the songs they 
write about the damage they 
will do when we fi nally turn 18. 
For the boys outside the frat 
house chanting “No means 
Yes”. For the President who will 
get elected no matt er where 
we wants to grab me. I hope 
the next woman you look at 
carries a switchblade in her bra, 
just for you. I hope she carves 
that smile you tormented her 
for into your side so you never 
forget her name. 

For house keys wedged be-
tween my fi ngers when I walk 
alone at night. For my head-
phones, my clenched fi sts, the 
streetlights on a main road. 
Thank you for being my oldest 
and dearest friends, for making 
sure I always get home safely. 

For the boy who stands in the 
shadows, too afraid of what 
everyone will think to make 
his voice heard, I see you. You 
matt er. 
For the people desperately 
dusting their skin to fi gure 
out who has left  all of these 
fi ngerprints. Your silence was 
not consent. 
For the women who will never 
get to read this, because their 
stories ended in the darkest 
part of the club, behind the 
bins, or in their own homes. 
I am still searching for you in 
everybody that passes me on 
the street. 

For everyone who has had ‘no’ 
erased from their vocabulary, 
who has been made to feel like 
their body was no longer theirs 
to own,

Me too

By Alisha Shanagher

Learn from last year’s winner

OVERALL WINNER 2014
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Sport

The ingredients that make a sports 
reporter are similar to that of a decent 
stew. An unorthodox comparison, 
but bear with us! No one dominant 
component brings about that 
delectable fl avour, more a combination 
of everything fl ung into the pot. A good 
sports reporter possesses every kind of 
spice you will fi nd in a kitchen cabinet, 
and more. 

You can write, sure, but can you 
investigate? Can you sniff  out a back 
page lead? Can you ask the hard 
questions? Can you go where no one 
else is willing to go? Above everything 
else, are you willing to do all of the 
above? 

Many exceptional writers didn’t or don’t 
have the work ethic to cut it. Sports 
reporting does not entail sitt ing at 
your desk, waxing lyrically about your 
favourite soccer team. 

Heck, most sports reporters have never 
seen the inside of an offi  ce. You are on 
the beat all day, every day and you have 
to know how to utilise that. If Henry 
Sheffl  in is cutt ing the tape on some new 
clubhouse in the middle of nowhere, get 
yourself there and ask him how long his 
injury will keep him out of action. 

Come away with a story. Objectivity is 
another important rule. Credit where 
credit is due and likewise, criticise when 
criticism is called for. Last, but by no 
means least, a good sports reporter 
is one who is prepared to start at the 
bott om and work their way up.

Ewan MacKenna and Vincent Hogan 
all started somewhere and you can 
be sure it wasn’t on the pages of this 
country’s most respected national 
newspapers. All-Ireland fi nals and Six 
Nations clashes are covered by those 
with years of experience. Be prepared 
for U10 soccer games and schools 
camogie fi nals. The path ahead is long 
and winding, but know that when you 
eventually reach the summit, the view is 
out of this world.

What makes 
a good sports
journalist?

AFTER THE BATTLE by Dan Sheridan
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Tips to 
becoming 
the best
Sport is news
Sports writers work to some of the tightest deadlines 
in journalism and are still expected to uphold all the 
same professional, legal and ethical standards, so 
having that solid foundation of what it means to be a 
reporter is fundamental. Sports reporting could take 
a journalist anywhere.

Read everything
If you want to end up as a sports journalist or, to be 
honest, any type of journalist, listen to the radio, 
monitor Twitter, watch TV, read the papers with as 
professional an eye as you can.

Follow the best in the business. Look at what they 
are doing. 

Absorbing the styles and techniques of the best 
writers will not only help to influence your writing 
style and structure but also help to develop that 
eye for a story, of what is newsworthy and how to 
pursue it.
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LEINSTER laid down a 

stunning Champions Cup 

marker as they began 

the defence of their 

European crown with a 

49-point victory over 

Wasps at the RDS.

The defending 

champions were 

favourites coming 

into their first game 

of the new European 

season but few ex-

pected the rout that 

ensued in this Pool 1 tie.

Luke McGrath and the 

scintillating James Lowe 

both scored twice, while 

Robbie Henshaw, Sean 

Cronin and Jordan Lar-

mour also touched down.

Jack McGrath put the 

icing on the cake with his 

own late score.

3SEE INSIDE P36-37

BLUES CRUISE 
FOR CHAMPS

Keane is in 
line to take 
on U21s job
ROBBIE Keane is in the 

frame to take over as 

manager of the struggling 

Ireland U21 team, if the FAI 

decide to move Noel King 

aside.
King has been in charge 

of the U21s since 2010 but 

the side has never come 

close to Euro qualification 

and Thursday’s 3-1 loss in 

Israel ended any faint hopes 

of reaching Euro 2019. 

He doubles up as the 

FAI’s head of internation-

al recruitment and it’s 

thought that some FAI 

figures want him to focus 

on that job and step away 

from the U21 role. 

Keane has already been 

mentioned as the FAI’s 

ideal U21 team boss. The 

38-year-old has been out 

of football since he left 

Indian side Kolkata last 

year but is highly regarded 

in Abbotstown. 

The FAI announced 

recently that ex-interna-

tionals like Richard Dunne, 

Kevin Doyle and Andy 

Reid will assist in coaching 

the Irish youth teams and 

adding Keane to the pay-

roll would fit in with that.

3SEE INSIDE P41

Aidan Fitzmaurice

IN THE FRAME: Keane
IRELAND SNUB 
FOR DOHERTY
MARTIN O’Neill is ready 

to take a big gamble on 

Ireland’s Nations League 

hopes tonight by leav-

ing the Premier League’s 

player of the month, Matt 

Doherty, out of his side.

The Republic take on Den-

mark in a rematch of the 

World Cup play-off which 

the Danes won 5-1. 
Another defeat to Åge Harei-

de’s men would push Ireland 

closer to relegation from 

League B and harm hopes of 

qualification for Euro 2020.

Denmark are weakened 

by the loss of key man Chris-

tian Eriksen, and Leicester 

City keeper Kasper Schmeichel 

is wary of an Irish side hunt-

ing for vengeance.

“You’ve got 

good 
players 

all round, it would be a serious mis-

take on our part to underestimate 

Ireland, they are probably going to 

be looking for some kind of revenge,” 

he said.
O’Neill will only inform his players 

of the starting XI 90 minutes before 

kick-off. But, despite his form with a 

high-flying Wolves side which saw him 

named Premier League player of the 

month ahead of Eden Hazard, Doherty 

will start the game on the bench.  

O’Neill is expected to use a three-

man defence, with James Mc-

Clean and Cyrus Christie 

as wing-backs and Shane 

Duffy, John Egan and 

Kevin Long as the back 

three, while Harry Arter 

holds the midfield. 

That means no place for 

a frustrated Doherty (26) 

who has yet to make his 

competitive debut at senior 

level.
3SEE INSIDE  

P40-43

Christie to get nod ahead of 
award-winning defender  

Aidan Fitzmaurice
REP OF IRELAND v DENMARK (Live Sky Spts, KO7�45)

MARTIN 

award-winning defender  
REP OF IRELAND v DENMARK

LEFT OUT: Matt Doherty
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award-winning defender  
45)
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Denmark
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Russia
Spain

O’NEILL: WE ALL HAVE 

THE FORM
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48 world cup 2018The Title

JOHN MEYLER is not sure 

of the exact year but he 

reckons David was 12, pos-

sibly 13, when he realised 

his son’s talent with a ball 

at his feet exceeded that of 

a hurl in his hand.
For a man steeped in the tradition 

of Cork GAA, Meyler Snr decided to 

test his son’s ability by bringing him 

to Liverpool to take part in a soccer 

camp one Christmas.
‘We did it on the QT,’ he reveals. ‘I 

wanted to see what he would be like 

in a different environment.’

The pair set off for Merseyside 

and arrived to find two feet of snow 

and the gates to the camp locked. ‘It 

was cancelled because of the 

weather,’ John recalls. ‘We turned 

around and went home. What else 

could we do?’
As he has done ever since, David 

Meyler just got on with it and last 

Monday night the 28-year-old cap-

tained his country to victory over 

Wales as Ireland qualified for a 

World Cup play-off. 
Along every step of the journey 

has been his father pointing out 

ways for improvement, striving for 

more, but always supporting. ‘I 

don’t think he’s a father anymore, 

he gave up on that five years ago. 

He’s more my personal manager 

now,’ Meyler said in jest prior to the 

2-0 win over Moldova earlier this 

month. ‘I wouldn’t change it.’

His performance against Wales 

was one of self-sacrifice, inspira-

tion and was borne from a spirit of 

unwavering dedication and belief 

which has been cultivated from his 

earliest moments. 
Meyler hailed the win as ‘probably 

the best moment of my football 

career’ – one which was almost cru-

elly snatched from him by injury 

and has seen him overcome the 

toughest of obstacles, both person-

ally and professionally, 
If Cardiff was the peak, Cork is 

where the ascent began.
John Meyler watched his son leave 

for school but had no idea it would 

be for the final time. He was 18, in 

his Leaving Certificate Year at 

Bruce College, a private school in 

Cork city, and the call came at some 

point in the late morning to say 

David had not shown up. He phoned 

his son for an explanation and the 

conversation was curt.
‘The school have said you’re not 

there.’
‘Yeah, I know. I’m not.’
‘Well, where are ye?’
‘I’ve left. I’ve signed for 

City.’
And that was that.
‘His mother wasn’t too 

happy about it all,’ Meyler 

Snr continues. ‘We both asked 

him, “what are you going to do?” 

and his response was simple: “I’m 

going to be a full-time professional 

footballer with Cork City”.

‘That showed me something, he 

was saying “I’m going to do this and 

give it everything I have”. It showed 

he was a guy who could make a deci-

sion and stand on his own two feet.’

At that stage, Meyler was far from 

a rising star in the League of Ire-

land. In his earlier teens he had tri-

als at Nottingham Forest, Aston 

ROARING 
SUCCESS: It 
David Meyler 
captained 
Ireland at the 
Cardiff City 
Stadium last 
week

David Meyler led his country to a World Cup 

play-off showing the resilience and character 

that has enabled him to endure through a 

career that has had its share of setbacks

After breaking into the first team 

under new manager Steve Bruce, the 

pair signed five-year contracts towards 

the end of the 09/10 season. By that 

point Meyler had also caught the eye of 

Ireland manager Giovanni Trapattoni 

and was planning on attending a sum-

mer training camp.
Yet when his family arrived in the 

north east of England for the visit of 

Manchester United in early May there 

were mixed emotions. While David’s 

career was beginning to blossom, his 

mother Stella had just been diagnosed 

with breast cancer.
Soon – in the 37th minute to be pre-

cise – the family’s thoughts were with 

David when he crumpled to the ground 

after a tackle on Patrice Evra. The 

diagnosis was swift. ‘I went down to 

the dressing room and the physio told 

me it was his cruciate,’ Meyler Snr 

explains. ‘I said “f***, what does that 

mean?” He was straight, “it means a 

year out”. 
‘On the train the following day with 

his mother I said “I think I need to stay 

here with him”, but he said “no, you go 

on away home and look after mam”. I 

said to myself “there is something in 

this fella, he’ll be alright”. ’

The road to recovery began the fol-

lowing day and that is when Meyler’s 

bond with Henderson and his family 

strengthened, along with club physio 

David Binningsley who oversaw a 

rehab programme which saw the Cork 

native return within six months.

Villa and Manchester City, and repre-

sented Blackburn Rovers at the Foyle 

Cup, yet remained under the radar.

He couldn’t even get a regular place in 

Alan Mathews’ starting XI at Cork 

ahead of the more experienced mid-

fielder partnership of Colin Healy and 

Joe Gamble. And then the course of his 

life changed in the middle of 2008 

thanks to an off-the-cuff conversation 

in one the many offices at the  FAI head-

quarters in Abbotstown.
John Fallon, the senior team’s former 

kitman and one of the few confidantes 

Roy Keane could call upon, was still 

working for the associa-
tion when referees 
assessor Paul Brady 
told him about a game 
he had been at involv-
ing Cork’s Under 19s.

‘He said the striker 

was decent and they 
had a good 
midfielder. 
I asked 
for the 

By David 
Sneyd

‘KEANE SAId 
TO SENd hIm 

OvER TO 
SUNdERlANd 

RIGhT AwAy’ 

heart
match card and got their names so I 

kept an eye out.’
Timing in football is everything and 

Fallon had just started working for new 

Sunderland manager Keane as his scout 

in Ireland after years on the beat for 

Tottenham Hotspur. After a couple of 

viewings for the U19s, Fallon acted 

swiftly and his relationship with Keane 

meant he could contact him directly and 

avoid the rigmarole of going through 

the chief scout.
‘I wanted to get him over to Sunder-

land as quickly as I could. He was high 

energy and more of an attacker in those 

days. Roy said he was coming over for 

a game so I picked him up from the air-

port and we drove to watch Cork’s first 

team play. David didn’t get off the bench 

but Roy said send him over anyway.’

At the end of a week’s trial Keane 

called Fallon to tell him he wanted the 

midfielder and once a fee in the region 

of €250,000 was arranged with cash-

strapped Cork, Meyler travelled 

with his father to negotiate the 

deal.
‘I asked Alan Mathews what the 

going rate would be for an 18-

year-old in the Premier League 

and made sure to add 50 per cent 

to that,’ Meyler Snr laughs. A 

year after dropping out of 

school, Meyler’s new life 

began. ‘David took off like a 

rocket,’ Fallon remembers. 

And then it came crashing 

down just as quickly.
Sunderland’s two great 

mid- field hopes were Meyler 

a n d Jordan Henderson, and 

they also became good friends.

Ireland’s 

heartheart
bravest

WEEKEND SPORT ON TV HIGHLIGHTS

TODAY 
Soccer: Slovakia v Czech Republic, Sky Sports/Virgin Media Sport, 2.0; Norway v 
Slovenia, Virgin Media Sport, 5.0; Ireland v Denmark, Sky Sports, 7.45; Netherlands v 
Germany, Virgin Media Sport/Sky Sports, 7.45. Rugby: Exeter v Munster, BT Sport 2, 3.15; 
Ulster v Leicester, BT Sport 2, 5.30. Racing: Newmarket, Virgin Media 2/ITV, 1.30. Golf: 
British Masters, Sky Sports, 11.0; CIMB Classic, Sky Sports, 4.0am. 

TOMORROW
Soccer: Scotland v Portugal, Virgin Media Sport/Sky Sports, 5.0; Russia v Turkey, Virgin 
Media Sport, 5.0; Poland v Italy, Sky Sports, 7.45. GAA: Clann na nGael v St Brigid’s 
(Roscommon SFC final), TG4, 4.0. Golf: British Masters, Sky Sports, 10.0, CIMB Classic, Sky 
Sports, 4.0am. NFL: Seattle Seahawks @ Oakland Raiders, BBC2/Sky Sports, 6.0; Baltimore 
Ravens @ Tennessee Titans, Sky Sports, 9.0; Kansas @ Patriots, Sky Sports, 1.20am.

“I haven’t spoken to Martin O’Neill since then. I don’t know if their players were tired but there was more space for Eriksen than in the first half,” said Hareide. “They changed their formation and that might be the reason. We expect them at their best (this evening) and we fear them because they are probably looking for revenge.”Denmark are without Eriksen for their return to Ballsbridge, with O’Neill under 

pressure to deliver a result with last month’s opening UEFA Nations League defeat to Wales leaving Ireland on the ropes in the new competition.O’Neill says that an expected attendance of more than 46,000 is evidence the public have retained support in his side, although the FAI have declined to confirm how many tickets were actually sold – with a number of free tickets handed out to local schoolboy clubs.
“I don’t think the fans have deserted the team by any stretch of the imagination,” said O’Neill, who conceded better home performances are needed. 

DENMARK manager Age Hareide says he hasn’t spoken with Martin O’Neill since the tense fallout from last November’s World Cup playoff.
Hareide (right) annoyed his former Nor-wich team-mate by thanking Ireland for the space they gave Christian Eriksen in the 5-1 thrashing that ended O’Neill’s World Cup ambitions. 

The Ireland manager suggested last week that the Danish supremo had told a third party he regretted the comments.But Hareide said last night that the pair haven’t had a discussion – and he expects Ireland to be on a revenge mission this evening at the Aviva Stadium (7.45).

Danish boss Hareide says he hasn’t  spoken with O’Neill since play-off fallout
SOCCER

Daniel McDonnell

Keane won’t entertain talk of stopping Dubs’ ‘drive for five’
GAELIC GAMES

Michael Verney

GIVEN their unprecedented success at minor level, Kerry have been touted as one of the few viable candidates to thwart Dublin’s ‘drive for five’ but that’s far from the mind of new Kingdom senior football boss Peter Keane.Addressing the media last night for the first time since being unveiled as Eamonn Fitzmaurice’s successor, triple All-Ireland minor-winning manager Keane was quick to put any talk of the Dubs on the back burner.“I suppose I haven’t even a panel picked so where would I start on that one without a panel. That’s like digging a field and you don’t even have 

a shovel, we’ll get the shovel first and then we’ll start thinking about that one,” Keane said at Kerry’s Centre of Excellence in Currans.With a plethora of underage talent available to him from their five-in-a-row minor squads, there will be great expectations in Kerry under Keane with anything but All-Ireland success viewed as a failure.
While well aware of such demands, Keane feels a dose of realism is needed after a disastrous 2018 season. “If you are looking at where we are in 2018, we are a long way from that,” he said.“Wouldn’t that be lovely (winning an All-Ireland) but there isn’t much point in sitting here talking about that. My priority is to try and put a panel together and cracking on from there.”CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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SATURDAY

CORA STAUNTON
EXCLUSIVE

Mayo star Cora Staunton talks about the row that split the county in two, the death 
of her mother from breast 

cancer and the rumours 
about her personal life in 

exclusive extracts from her 
new book P7

SINEAD KISSANE Forward-thinking Irish rugby 
star Leah Lyons on making  

the daunting move to  
London and how she

  is thriving at Harlequins
P8

THE PUNTER
Wayne Bailey and 
Michael Verney mark your
card for the weekend 
P14

SWASHBUCKLING LEINSTER GET  EUROPEAN DEFENCE OFF TO  PERFECT START WITH MAGNIFICENT EIGHT-TRY ROUT OF WASPSPAGE 8 

LOWE AND 
BEHOLD

3
WASPSLEINSTER

52

In the eye of the storm, where does Martin O’Neill go from here? After Ireland’s clash with Denmark, 
DANIEL McDONNELL, VINCENT HOGAN and DAVID KELLY assess what the team need to do against Wales on Tuesday night. 

PLUS
RÚAIDHRÍ O’CONNOR, CIAN TRACEY and TONY WARD with all the latest from the Champions Cup. 

Sport
INSIDE MONDAY'S

Daniel McDonnell: Under pressure  O’Neill has two games to save his job P2-3

James Lowe goes over to score one of his two tries during last night’s comfortable victory for Leinster against Wasps 
LORRAINE O’SULLIVAN/PA WIRE

AFTER THE BATTLE by Dan Sheridan

irishmirror.ie/sport
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pAT NOLAN
The story behind Gaelic games

FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER@PAT_NOLAN CONTACT ME ON EMAILPAT.NOLAN@TRINITyMIRROR.COM

ULTIMATELY, Clare footballers didn’t get over the line against Mayo last Saturday but the fact that they threatened to for long periods, having earlier pushed Kerry all the way, should be recognised as a triumph of Colm Collins’ management.Clare’s progress in recent seasons may have been bracketed with Tipperary’s but Collins (above) isn’t working with players of the pedigree that Liam Kearns has.Clare have never won the Munster under-21 title while their last victory at minor level was way back in 1953.This year they reached the Munster minor final but their previous appearance at that stage was in 1994.
The last time they reached a provincial under-21 decider was in 2002. In the interim, Tipperary have been in eight minor finals, claimed a pair of under-21 titles and competing in seven Munster finals at that grade since 2007.

Having also guided Clare to Division Two and a first All-Ireland quarter-final appearance last year, Collins has made so much from so little.
And while it was embarrassing that the Clare hurlers’ support was so heavily outnumbered in Thurles on Sunday, the fact that Mayo fans swamped the home crowd in Ennis the day before was arguably even worse.

Top man Colm
deserves more

        is no limit

Flanagan  
farce is just  
tip of the  
iceberg
in Offaly

AMID the fallout surrounding  Pat Flanagan, a far greater  controversy in Offaly GAA slipped under the radar.
Could Flanagan’s departure as  senior football manager have been handled better? Possibly. Was it the biggest scandal to have hit Offaly GAA in recent years? It wasn’t even the biggest of last week.

On Friday it emerged that the  Offaly Hurling Implementation  Committee, chaired by Liam Hogan and containing other  former Offaly hurlers of more  recent vintage in Brian Carroll, David Kenny and Michael Verney, among others, had stepped down.It’s a tribute to these people’s  patience that it took so long before it finally cracked.
After a dismal showing in the 2014 Championship, the Offaly Hurling Review Committee was formed in the hope of reviving the county’s flagging fortunes.Diarmuid Healy, who inspired their breakthrough in the 80s,  was brought on board though he and others eventually quit in  frustration at the county board.H o g a n  r e m a i n e d  a n d  spearheaded the production of the 

Offaly Hurling Pathway, a 39-page document which was officially  submitted to the county board on April 1, 2015.
The report wasn’t acted on,  however, as the board sat on its hands before it was leaked to  several media outlets, including this  one,  a  ful l  13  months later, belatedly humiliating the board into adopting it.

The Offaly Hurling I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  Committee, comprising many of the same members as the review c o m m i t t e e ,  w a s  then established to  roll out the pathway report, with Carroll’s a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  director of hurling coaching a  cornerstone of the project.Initially, things appeared to  be progressing well before the  resurfacing of the board’s lack  of tolerance for the committee, which felt repeatedly undermined.Carroll produced a thoroughly in-depth player pathway document for players aged from four to 18  but even requesting something as simple as uploading it on the Offaly 

GAA website proved to be an  exhausting challenge before it was finally acted upon.
A clear the air meeting was held on May 9, at which the need for communication between the  committee and the board to  improve dramatically was stressed. 

That the committee didn’t hear from an elected board official thereafter proved to be a tipping point.
Another was the  lack of progress with underage development squads, for whom  Athlone IT was to  o v e r s e e  st re n g t h  and c ondit ioning  having entered an  arrangement with Offaly GAA.The committee questioned the sparsity of work being carried out in this regard and learned only  last week that the individual  responsible for rolling out this  process in the college had moved on several months ago,with no  adequate replacement to work with the Offaly underage players. With this, they felt their position was no longer tenable.

Offaly GAA receives a €40,000 grant from the Leinster Council which is supposed to go towards AIT’s S&C work, so where is this money is going?
It’s one of a number of questions that Mirror Sport has put to  Offaly GAA only to be told there would be no response, as the  c ounty ’s  f l a gship  hurl in g  teams continue to fall well off the pace.

While there are very capable people involved with Offaly GAA, some are hopelessly overworked or asked to be a square peg in a round hole. For the past year the county has had no PRO.
At the end of 2016, outgoing  secretary Tommy Byrne was  reappointed as chairman 12 years after first holding the position, when a player strike broke out  in frustration at a number of  issues, including the treatment of managers.

You could describe his  re-election as Offaly’s Donald Trump moment but that would  be wholly unfair on the US  electorate.
At least they could claim they didn’t quite know what they were letting themselves in for.

Brian Carroll 
couldn’t get an 
underage paper

published

DON’T TELL THE WIFE
Pat Flanagan was told by his other  half that he had  lost his job as  

Offaly football  
boss

IT could be a long five years for the GAA.Criticism of the broadcasting deal with Sky Sports has been steady since the pair first hooked up in 2014, but it’s grown louder this year and is only likely to increase in the coming summers, with the five-year arrangement due to run until 2021.
After being granted a number of dud matches in recent years, Sky has enjoyed a better quality this summer particularly, helped by Kilkenny’s rare presence in the hurling qualifiers while also securing one of the Munster hurling semi-finals.With ‘Super 8’ in 2018 meaning more football games and the hurling Championship also set to be expanded, the broadcasting rights will have to be revised and the strong likelihood is that Sky will enjoy exclusivity for more than just 14 games from next year on.

It wasn’t surprising that Paraic Duffy didn’t engage in a debate with pundits who pilloried the Sky deal this week.But, with more stick inevitably on the way, that stance won’t be sustainable for the GAA all the way to 2021.
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Over to you...

Tips to becoming 
the best

Get the skills
The skills and knowledge employed by journalists 
are exactly the same as for sports journalists. 
The basics are the basics no matter which area of 
journalism you’re in: speed, accuracy, diligence, 
hard work. 

Get the experience
What potential employers are looking for is 
evidence on a CV that you have the motivation that 
journalism requires. 

If you’re offered work experience, don’t just sit in 
the corner looking at the internet. Go to the editors 
and ask: What can I do?

Finding a niche or a specialism can make the 
difference in a competitive world because if you 
can show that you are as knowledgeable as anyone 
else in your field – be it tennis, golf, Formula 1 or 
football – then you have more chance of getting 
commissioned or getting that first job.

•  Interview a local sporting hero. Invite 
them to visit your class for a questions 
and answers session.

•  Write up a match report. Go to a game of 
your choice, take notes, try and get a few 
quotes and write up your account of what 
happened.

•  Monitor and track a live game on the web or 
on Twitter. Record your account.

•  Interview a well known sports reporter/
columnist /editor. Talk to them about 
their job, how they became involved in 
journalism, their loves/hates etc.

Wednesday Sport
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OPINION

Kieran
Shannon

O
n the same morning
of the sometimes —
and far too often —
farcical Galway-

Mayo clash in Salthill, Marc Ó
Sé, prompted by the flash-
points in another Mayo game
the previous weekend, wrote a
column in a national news-
paper posing the question:
‘Yes, Kerry are cynical, but
what county isn’t?’

The former Kerry great
outlined how nearly all the
best teams had players and an
attitude of never hesitating “to
do what was required”.

Examples: The Meath team
that battered a naïve Tyrone
team in 1996; a much more
streetwise Tyrone team in
2003; the Donegal team of 2012;
the Mayo team that “bullied”
Kerry last year; and the bril-
liant Kerry team that he and
his brothers played on.

“I have never denied that we
were cynical… This is the way
it has always been. There is
not a team out there that,
certainly not one that has
enjoyed any kind of success,
that does not have those
players or that attitude.”

While in many ways Ó Sé’s
column was refreshing for its
unashamed candour, its senti-
ment, combined with the
outright bolloxology that was
so pervasive in Salthill, made
us pose and ponder another
question: Yes, all the leading
teams in Gaelic football feel
the need to be cynical, but why
don’t champions in other
sports have to think and act
that way?

Did you ever hear anyone
say last summer that the
Philadelphia Eagles would
have to become more cynical
if they were to challenge for a
Super Bowl? That if the Pep
Guardiola project at
Manchester City was to be
realised, his team would have
to become more cynical? That
the reason why the Golden
State Warriors and Cleveland
Cavaliers had contested the
previous three NBA finals was
that the likes of Steph Curry,
LeBron James, and Kevin
Durant were willing to resort
to whatever it takes?

Of course you didn’t. You
might have heard alright that
City and the Cavs would have
to substantially improve their
defence, that their intensity,
focus and even aggression in
that department would have
to significantly increase, but
not their level of cynicism.

In fact, the pervasiveness of
cynicism in Gaelic football,
both between the lines and
in its general discourse, is
unrivalled in any other
team sport.

It was something that
struck us watching the
Super Bowl the other week.
How after every play —
say, a running back gains
three yards — there were
no sneaky afters, no lousy
cheap shots. After being
fairly, if violently,
tackled and stopped
by his opponent, he
was able to get
back up
unimpeded,
with no
member
of the
opposing
defence
acciden-
tally-on-
purpose
falling on top
of him, digging
him. Once that
ball was

protocol, there’s been hardly
one act of cynicism.

Flick on any soccer match
on the box. In the odd game
there might be the odd conten-
tious dive, but for the most
part the sport is played in a
sporting spirit, the nadir of
the 1990 World Cup a distant
memory. Its best players —
the likes of Messi, De Bruyne,
Kane — don’t have to stoop
to niggling or wrestling an
opponent to thrive and win.

In Gaelic football, though, it
seems our best players feel
they do. Just take the last
three Mayo games that have
been televised live.

As brilliant as the 2017
All-Ireland final was, it was
somewhat marred by the
outrageous and cynical acts
carried out in the closing
minutes. Picture a Messi or
Steph wrestling an opponent

to the ground to prevent an
entry pass, or hurling a GPS
or some equivalent of a kick-
ing tee.

Ten days ago in Castlebar,
they played Kerry in a desper-
ately tetchy affair. The Ronan
Shanahan challenge on Evan
Regan has been by now well-
scrutinised; less so the run-
ning battles off the ball in
which men repeatedly
dragged and pinned their
markers to the ground.

Then there was Salthill last
Sunday. More of the same. In
fact, worse, which prompted
me to tweet: “The amount of
bolloxology that Gaelic foot-
ball — wrestling, dragging,
sneaky afters — tolerates is
pitiful. Is that what you’d
want your young fella at?’

That’s what it comes down
to. The GAA has so much
going for it. A game from the
gods in hurling and, in foot-
ball, potentially one of the best
known to, and made by, man.
All played for the love of those
games and community, which
we are reminded of by almost
every corporate brand these
days. The latest of those ads is
brought to us by Allianz, in
conjunction with Micheál Ó

Muircheartaigh joyously
revelling in the wonder and
innocence of kids playing the
native games.

In time, though, playing
hurling and especially football
won’t be so innocent. Some of
those kids waved at by
Micheál will either resort to or
be subjected to acts that their
classmates who opted for the
cispheil nó rugbaí won’t.

There is something sad that
Peter Canavan, the best ball-
player of his generation, won
his two All-Irelands with his
last act seeing him jump on
the back of an opponent and
hauling him to the ground.
Likewise, the abiding image of
Lee Keegan, arguably the best
wing-back to ever play the
game, and Diarmuid Con-
nolly, definitely the best wing-
forward of his generation, will
be of them wrestling on the
ground when they weren’t
throwing GPS devices at each
other. LeBron and Durant
never had to resort to such
antics in their finals face-offs.

We know of clubs and teams
that have as a key perform-
ance indicator (KPI) the
number of smart fouls they
commit: Instead of fouling the

man in possession, they’re out
to spoil the runner before he
ever appears on the shoulder;
it’s not like the linesman is
going to notice.

However, in doing so, for
the glory of the parish or the
county, a little bit of the
human spirit is corroded.

Again, is that what you’d
want your kids to resort to? Is
it what you’d want them to be
subjected to? The kind of
insidious, underhand tactics
that someone like Aidan
O’Shea — a model of disci-
pline, to his credit — is con-
stantly exposed to in a sport
that is woefully policed?

Rules and regulations can
help. A black ball. Empower-
ing linesmen and umpires
more. Having a second ref on
the field. Harsher, longer
suspensions.

However, it starts firstly
with recognising the existing
culture and reality.

In its self-congratulation,
the GAA often refers to its
community and amateur
status as “unique to our
games”, but it also needs to
recognise and address that its
pervasive cynicism is also
“unique to our games”.

snapped, the Eagles defence
was out to smash Tom Brady,
but once the play was
complete, they left him
untouched. A game loaded
with aggression, but devoid of

cynicism, which
helped make it a

brilliant
spectacle.

Switch to
rugby, another
collision sport.
So far we’ve
had six games
in the Six
Nations and,

outside of the
French trying it

on with
the HIA

STRETCHING THE RULES: Mayo’s Cillian O’Connor and Galway’s Eoghan Kerin tussle off the ball during last weekend’s Allianz FL Division 1 clash at Pearse Stadium. The GAA needs to

acknowledge that, along with its much-heralded community and amateur status, there is a pervasive cynicism that is ‘unique to our games’. Picture: Diarmuid Greene

Only in Gaelic football is
smart, cynical fouling a KPI
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Martina O’Brien
CLONAKILTY

Shauna Kelly
ARAGLEN DESMONDS

Melissa Duggan
DOHENYS

Eimear Meaney
MOURNEABBY

Roisin Phelan
AGHADA

Maire O’Callaghan
MOURNEABBEY

Emma Spillane
BANTRY BLUES

Orla Finn
KINSALE

Aine O’Sullivan
BEARA

Eimear Scally
EIRE OG

Ciara O’Sullivan
MOURNEABBEY

Hannah Looney
AGHADA

Doireann O’Sullivan
MOURNEABBY

Libby Coppinger
ST COLUM’S

Ashling Hutchings
FERMOY

Caoimhe Moore (Kanturk), Orlagh Farmer (Midleton), 
Aisling Barrett (Donoughmore), Chloe Collins 
(Dromtarriffe), Aisling Kelleher (St Valentine’s), Marie 
Ambroe (St Valentine’s), Saoirse Noonan (Nemo 
Rangers), Saoirse Moore (Fermoy), Nicole Quinn 
(Bandon), Meabh Cahalane (Eire Og), Daire Kiely 
(Valley Rovers), Eimear Kiely (Valley Rovers), Sadhbh 
O’Leary (Kinsale), Ciara Hughes (St Valentine’s), 
Jenny Brew Dinan (Donoughmore)

D U B L IN

Ciara Trant
ST BRIGID’S

Niamh Collins
FOXROCK C’TEELY

Sinead Finnegan
FINGALLIANS

Martha Byrne
CUALA

Leah Caffrey
NA FIANNA

Sinead Goldrick
FOXROCK C’TEELY

Siobhan McGrath
THOMAS DAVIS

Olwen Carey
THOMAS DAVIS

Niamh McEvoy
ST SYLVESTER’S

Noelle Healy
ST BRIGID’S

Lauren Magee
KILMACUD CROKES

Nicole Owens
ST SYLVESTER’S

Carla Rowe
CLANN MHUIRE

Lyndsey Davey
SKERRIES HARPS

Sinead Aherne
ST SYLVESTER’S

Muireann Ni Scanaill (Fingallians), Deidre Murphy 
(St Brigid’s), Laura McGinley (Naomh Barrog), Kate 
Fitzgibbon (Clontarf), Aoife Kane (Kilmacud Crokes), 
Lucy Collins (Na Fianna), Jennifer Dunne (Cuala), 
Hannah O’Neill (Foxrock Cabinteely), Siobhan Killeen 
(Clontarf), Katie Murray (Clontarf), Oonagh Whyte 
(Clann Mhuire), Amy Connolly (Foxrock Cabinteely), 
Siobhan Woods (Raheny), Tarah O’Sullivan (Foxrock 
Cabinteely), Eabha Rutledge (Kilmacud Crokes)

÷ TG4 All-Ireland Junior Championship final: Louth v Limerick, 11.45, (Ref: Niall 
McCormack)
÷ Half-time Exhibition Games — U10: St John Bosco (Down) v Templemore 
(Tipperary); G4M&O: Moy Davitts (Mayo) v Cashel (Longford)
÷ TG4 All-Ireland Intermediate Championship final: Meath v Tyrone, 1.45 (Ref: 
Gerry Carmody)
÷ Half-time: Kerry’s 1993 Jubilee Team presented by Dáithí Ó Sé
÷ Half-time Exhibition Games — U10: Mount Leinster Rangers (Carlow) v 
Kilmovee Shamrocks (Mayo); G4M&O: Moylagh (Meath) v Plunketts (Tyrone) 
÷ TG4 All-Ireland Senior Championship final: Cork v Dublin (4.0), (Ref: 
Garryowen McMahon)
÷ Half-time Exhibition Games — U10: St Sylvester’s (Dublin) v St Mary’s 
(Galway); G4M&O: Inch Rovers (Cork) v Erin Go Bragh (Dublin)

TO DAY  IN  C R O K E  PA R K  .  .  . 
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Noelle Healy is a key player for Dublin

I
T is a remarkable but irrefutable 
truth that the current All-Ireland 
senior ladies football champions, 
Dublin, have never beaten Cork in 
the championship. Remarkable, 

too, that they only registered their first 
win over Cork in Croke Park during 
the National League last February. For 
the most part playing Cork has been a 
distressing experience for Dublin. Not 
only for Dublin, of course, but no county 
has been haunted as much by past Cork 
supremacy as the current champions. 

Even the league win in Croke Park in 
February came with a terrifying ending 
as Cork mounted the kind of revival 
that has become their trademark; from 
eight points down with 40 minutes 
played they only lost by one. Repeat-
edly, Dublin have blown good leads 
against Cork, and when they finally 
won an All-Ireland senior title last year, 
having lost the previous three finals 
to the same county, it was Mayo that 
eliminated Cork from the competition 
in the semi-finals. 

And Mayo did Dublin the same 
service when defeating Cork in this 
year’s league semi-final, Dublin then 
overturning Mayo in the final to win a 
first league title. Prior to that Cork had 
won five league titles on the trot. Until 
the Mayo defeat in last year’s champion-
ship, they were All-Ireland champions 
six years in succession.   

So to defeat Cork in Croke Park to-
day on the biggest occasion the sport 
can offer, a fixture that managed 
the stunning achieve-
ment of being the 
most-watched wom-
en’s sporting event 
in Europe last year, 
would mean some-
thing profound for 
Dublin. 

It would 
also see them 
successfully de-
fend the title for the 
first time. Their win 
last year was only their 
second, following the 
breakthrough success in 
2010, which splintered a 
long winning run by Cork 
that had reached five titles in 
succession until they tripped up 
at the start of the decade. That 
year Cork were put out of the 
championship by Tyrone, who 
Dublin beat comfortably in a 
one-sided final.  

It was 15 years ago that the 
ladies football finals breached 
the 30,000 attendance barrier. 
The crowd that year came to 
see Dublin contest a senior 

final for the first time, against the main 
force back then, Mayo. During that 
match, the current Dublin captain 
Sinead Aherne came off the bench 
and put her side level with six min-
utes left in an extremely low-scoring 
affair. 

Gemma Fay nudged Dublin in 
front in the 56th minute but with 93 
seconds left on the clock Diane O’Hora 
landed the telling blow, her goal being 
Mayo’s only score of the second half. 
Mayo won 1-4 to 0-5. Dublin held Cora 
Staunton scoreless, closely guarded by 
Maria Kavanagh, and still lost on a wet 
and cold October day. 

At the time current manager Mick 
Bohan was in charge and he revealed 
that they had been together a phenom-
enal 147 times. They didn’t want for 
effort or desire. 

Another defeat followed in the 
2004 final a year later, and again in 
2009, the first of four losses on the 
final day to Cork. Aherne was just 17 

years old in 2003 and the 
St Sylvester’s player 
has been a constant 
influence on the 
team right through 

the last 15 years. In 
that time Cork have 

replaced Mayo as the 
game’s most luminous 

presence, their period of 
dominance only broken 

by Dublin’s wins in 2010 
and last year. Aherne’s time 
as a player has been laced 

with bitter defeats to Cork. 
And she is still a key player, 

scoring 2-4 in the semi-final win 
over Galway at Hyde Park, all 
of her tally coming in the first 
half, to fire Dublin into their 
fifth final in-a-row and a fourth 
final against Cork in five years. 
Aherne has scored 4-24 in the 
championship to date. 

“We know the challenge 
we’re facing,” she says. “There’s 
familiarity, of course, but equal-
ly every game stands on its 

own. We know the level of performance 
required for us to put ourselves in the 
frame but we just see it as a great op-
portunity to deliver on all the effort the 
players and management have put in.”

Their win last year in the final over 
Mayo was graced with that record at-
tendance of 46,286, which may not be 
matched today but there’s hope that 
it will still be a major draw given the 
rivalry and the growing following for 
the Dublin ladies team. A win for Cork 
will put them clear at the top of the roll 
of honour, moving them one ahead of 
Kerry on 12 titles. 

All Cork-Dublin meetings have been 
tight. The 2009 All-Ireland final saw 
Aherne put them ahead with eight min-
utes to go but Cork finished strongly to 
win 1-9 to 0-11. Dublin manager Gerry 
McGill brought in renowned trainer Jim 
Kilty to help their preparations and they 
were full of running but Cork showed 
greater composure in the final minutes.  

Two years later, more heartbreak in 
the quarter-finals. In the 44th minute 
they led by six points. Cork hit sev-
en unanswered points to win by the 
minimum, the reigning champions 
dethroned in the process. “I honestly 
thought we were gone,” admitted Cork 
manager Eamonn Ryan. 

Two years after that, in another 
quarter-final, Dublin led by nine and 
then Cork scored 1-10 without reply in 
the final 20 minutes to win by four. “To 
be honest, it did look like a lost cause,” 
said Ryan. 

There followed the three lost finals 
of 2014, ’15 and ’16. In the first of those 
Dublin were ten points clear with 16 
minutes left. From there to the finish 
they were outscored 2-6 to 0-3 and lost 
by one. They lost the ’15 final by two 
points, and in the ’16 decider they were 
a point behind at the end. You get the 
picture. Cork have them in a psycho-
logical bind. Today they set out to see 
if they can break it and you could do far 
worse than being there to see them try. 

D E R M O T

C R OW E

Dubs seeking to double 
up but to do so they 
must break Cork’s 
psychological bind

All-Ireland Ladies Football Finals, 4-page special

Captains Sinead Aherne and Ciara O’Sullivan look forward to today’s TG4 All-Ireland 
Ladies Football senior final clash between Dublin and Cork. Photo: Eóin Noonan
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Cork’s tale:
from edge 
of abyss to 
champions 
in waiting
With a 12-year wait for a League of Ireland title 
possibly coming to an end tonight, Alan Smith 
talks to those on and off the pitch who have 
helped lift the team out of the shadows

T
he scars may never heal
fully but this season has
gone a long way to exorcis-
ing the demons. Cork City, a
club who even in times of

previous success seemed in a 
perpetual state of near-crisis, may not 
be used to this level of comfort but 
they can at least take solace that this 
time, the future should be markedly 
brighter.

In the grand scheme of sporting 
droughts, the 12 years since City were 
last crowned champions of Ireland 
does not compare with the 108 years 
between the Chicago Cubs winning 
baseball’s World Series or the city of 
Cleveland going 52 years without any 
of their sports teams winning a title. 

Yet so much has happened at 
Turner’s Cross since 2005 that a 
dozen League of Ireland seasons have 
felt like an eternity.

There have been more bad times 
than good — winding up orders, 
court dates, demotions and protests 
— but this title, whether it is con-
firmed away to Limerick tonight or at 
home to the outgoing champions 
Dundalk on Monday, will have felt so 
much sweeter for those who have not 
just endured the tumult but ensured 
the club would not face extinction.

Supporter-run clubs may not 
always be the pure fairytale so often 
portrayed — there are always differ-
ences of opinion and sometimes deci-
sion-making is slowed due to the 
inevitable democratic process. But for 
City, the fans’ takeover in February 
2010 has been an undisputed success. 
This title will merely validate the 
Foras trust’s efforts.

Cup final turning point

Throughout the year, John Caulfield 
has reminded anybody willing to lis-
ten that the roll of honour does not 
befit a club of their stature. For a 
team that draws the largest crowds in 
the league — “we’re the biggest club 
out there,” the manager has been 
fond of saying — and has a seemingly 

never-ending conveyor belt of players 
capable of playing in England, the 
return of trophies has been paltry.

The turning point came with the 
final kick of last season. When Seánie 
Maguire bundled home in added time 
of extra time to not just win the club’s 
first FAI Cup since 2009 but sink 
their nemesis Dundalk, the tide had 
changed direction.

It was a transformative moment for
a squad that had been sick of finish-
ing second, lurking in the shadows as 
Stephen Kenny’s Dundalk won three 
league titles in a row along with beat-
ing City in the previous two cup finals.

As the veteran goalkeeper Mark 
McNulty famously said when cele-
brating that night, likely after a pint 
or two: “There wasn’t one f***ing 
pundit in this country that gave us a 
chance. Everyone’s saying Dundalk 
this, Dundalk that. There’s no one 
saying anything about f***ing Cork.” 

Éanna Buckley, the club’s head of 
operations who had worked for Cork 
under the previous catastrophic own-
ers, agrees. “The atmosphere changed 
after that, I think,” he says. “The lads 
had been finishing behind Dundalk, 
so needed to beat them and win a tro-
phy to fully believe.”

There was also an element of for-
tune. Maguire was watched that day 
by representatives from Preston 
North End, who were left impressed 
but with nagging doubts over the 
striker’s physical attributes. 

The 23-year-old remained at 
Turner’s Cross for the start of this 
season, while Preston and others in 
the Football League continued to 
monitor his progress. Maguire went 
on to score 26 goals in 30 games 
before the Sky Bet Championship 
club eventually decided he was worth 
bringing to Deepdale, along with the 
defender Kevin O’Connor, in mid-July.

By that point, City’s lead was unas-
sailable and, considering the predicta-
ble dip in performances, even the 
most hardened fan will admit that 
their quest would have been far more 
challenging without the gifted striker.

When Maguire left, scoring a goal
on his final league appearance away 
to Bray Wanderers, City had won 20 
of their 21 games, drawing the other. 
Their form has been ordinary since, 
losing three of seven league games.

Due to a quirk in the fixture list, 
City’s most recent league game was 
the 3-1 loss at Shamrock Rovers three 
weeks ago. The wait will have 
dragged on for the players, yet may 
have afforded them a chance to reflect 
and realise that this has never been a 
club to do things easily. 
Their previous league titles — 
including the First Division in 2011 — 
were not secured until the final day of 
the season, or in the case of 1992-93, 
via a play-off. That is what makes this 
season so unusual.

“We’ve taken it one game at a 
time,” Gearóid Morrissey, one of two 
remaining players along with McNul-
ty who played in the first season 
under Foras’s ownership, says. “How 
we’ve approached the season is to try 
and be oblivious, try and not look at 
the wider picture, just the next game.”

Buckley, who watched the previous
title wins from the terraces, admits 
that it has been unusual. “I remember 
saying after the cup final that previ-
ously we’ve always been put 
through the wringer, so it has 
been a little strange.”

They will not rest after this 
success, though. History dic-
tates otherwise.

Learning lessons from a 320-
mile round trip

Buckley still can vividly 
recall the days when “we 
went from not getting 
paid, not knowing 
what was happening 
to everything being 
gone” under the 
disastrous owner-
ship of the 
property 
developer Tom 
Coughlan. 

“Then the reset button was hit and 
we worked every hour to get the show 
on the road.”

Those formative days under Foras’
ownership after Coughlan’s entity was 
wound up were chaotic. Granted a 
licence to play in the First Division by 
the FAI, Buckley was rehired on a 
three-month contract and along with 
the newly-appointed manager, 
Tommy Dunne, was based in a corner 
at the back of the Turner’s Cross Tav-
ern, a pub 100 yards from the stadium. 

From there, they hurriedly called 
available players in an attempt to 
assemble a squad in time for their first
match — an away game against Der-
ry City, who had been through similar 
if not quite as severe financial issues.

Thirteen players, a combination of
veterans and local

players, made the
320-mile drive
north on the
morning of
the game and
came away

with a 1-1

draw against a team coincidentally 
managed by Dundalk’s Kenny. “We 
didn’t know what to expect going into 
that game, but seeing everyone that 
travelled to it and then to see the 
crowd that turned out for our first 
home game [a 2-0 defeat against 
Waterford United] we knew we could 
do this,” Buckley remembers.

He may not be able to celebrate this
win with quite the same fervour as 
2005, when he was still purely a sup-
porter. There will be work to do once 
the title is sealed — not just organis-
ing celebrations, but immediately 
moving to ensure that the club is in a 
position to remain successful.

“The bigger topic is, as we grow 
now, we’ll look at where we were 
before and make sure the same mis-
takes don’t happen,” he adds. “If you 
look at where we were as a club in the 
first part of the 2000s, when we were 
successful or near success, and how 
quickly it unravelled — we need to 
look at that and learn lessons.”

For context, it must be remembered
that within a couple of seasons after 
their league titles in 1993 and 2005, 

the club was hamstrung by finan-
cial issues and in jeopardy.

This time, they are deter-
mined to make sure that it
will not happen again.

“We won the league in
1993 and almost went bank-

rupt two years later,” Buckley
adds. “We won the league in 

2005, ran into trouble three years 
later. Rather than harking back to 
2010, when Foras took over, we 
should be looking at learning from 
those mistakes.”

There are dozens of memories 
worth retelling from the dark days. 
Morrissey remembers going to a 
meeting where Foras outlined their 
initial budget plans. “I still think 
about it a lot,” he says. 

“It’s nice to sit here at the moment
and enjoy this after being a part of 

1993 and almost went bank-
rupt two years later,” Buckley

adds. “We won the league in 
2005, ran into trouble three years 

Caulfield is soon out of contract and 
could be tempted by a job in England
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the club when it was on its knees.”
Yet, for many of those involved, it is

about looking forward, not back. 
“The season is a culmination of a 

lot of hard work,” Niamh O’Mahony, 
a former board member who now 
works for the European branch of 
Supporters Direct, says. “Not just 
from the players and management, 
but from the volunteers, board mem-
bers and everyone who put time into 
making the club a success.”

O’Mahony points out that other 
teams have bigger budgets, which 
should make their runaway achieve-
ment all the more impressive. It 
would be usual if there were not ludi-
crously high expectations placed on a 
Leeside sports team, though. “For me, 
I would be more ambitious,” O’Maho-
ny says. “I don’t want to see City win 
just one league title, I want us to be 
challenging every season.

“I’m not sure people understand 
how unusual this achievement is. The 
odds are against us from running the 
club through stability and sustainabil-
ity. It can’t be underestimated how big 
an achievement this season has been. 
I see how big the expectation is now, 
but we have so much development 
still to go. Football, especially the 
League of Ireland, is cyclical and 
there will be a downtime. We need to 
make sure we’re as well-equipped as 
possible to deal with that.”

Pragmatic as that may be, support-
ers can still dream.

What future holds on and off the pitch

Another of Caulfield’s regular 
reminders has been that City have 
never won the double. The Class of 
’05 came close, losing the final to 
Drogheda United a week after win-
ning the league.

They will be expected to beat Lim-
erick in their semi-final next Friday. 
And, of course, the chances are that 
Dundalk will be waiting at the Aviva 
Stadium again if they can beat Sham-
rock Rovers, whom they defeated 3-0 
in the League Cup final last week.

“I can remember watching cup 
finals a few years back and in my 
mind I was wondering if we would 
ever get to that level,” Morrissey said 
recently. Now they are heavy favour-
ites to reach a third on the bounce.

No matter what happens on the 
pitch in the next six weeks, when the 
dust settles there will be one out-
standing issue that the club are eager 
to resolve quickly.

Caulfield is out of contract at the 
end of the season and last month 
admitted that he could be tempted by 
a job in England. 

“If you are asking me, ‘Would you
like to coach more and more, and 
maybe go elsewhere?’ Yes, I would, 
when the time comes, but football is 
volatile,” he said. “You can have all 

‘When we were near 
success, it quickly 
unravelled – we need to 
look and learn lessons’

‘He is one of the best 
talents coming through 
at the club, he is going 
to be a huge player’

the greatest plans in the world and 
lose two or three games in a row and 
that all changes in the bigger picture. 
Myself, I feel I can go further and we 
can go further.”

The club’s record goalscorer was, 
however, a lot more definitive when 
talking about the future and the con-
sensus is that he will sign a new deal. 
“The potential is here to keep driving 
the club forward,” Caulfield added. 
“That’s the way I feel about it — obvi-
ously within the budgets and all that 
because I’ve been working within 
them and I know what we can do and 
what we can’t do. But I still feel it’s 
there for the club to drive on and 
keep going. I feel it’s a purple patch 
for the club.”

O’Mahony encapsulates the feeling
of a vast majority of supporters when 
she says, “The work he has put in and 
how he has brought everyone 
together behind the scenes is incredi-
ble. The team play with such intensity 

and pride. They are proud to be Cork 
City players.”

Fittingly, Foras is Irish for evolu-
tion. The onus on the board now is to 
ensure that progress continues in the 
face of those sky-high expectations. 

While there is a temptation to 
pump every cent into having the 
strongest XI possible, the club are 
focussed on developing off the pitch, 
meaning the budget will remain tight.

There has been a clamour to sign a
new striker to replace Maguire, but 
players of his calibre are so rare in the 
league that it seems futile expecting a 
like for like replacement. And frankly, 
there are other priorities.

Plans for a centre of excellence in 
Glanmire, five miles east of the city, 
are in place and the club has also 
invested in its underage teams, nota-
bly bringing back former players, 
including Dan Murray and Colin 
Healy, to coach the next generation.

“The most exciting piece is the 
centre of excellence,” O’Mahony says. 
“There is still work in the background 
being done but that can help us 
achieve that dominance. Foras mem-
bers want everything, not just the sil-
verware, but there is a duty of care to 
make sure the investment doesn’t just 
go into John’s side of the house.” 

Buckley echoes that sentiment. “If
you look at where the club is now, 
we’re in a good place,” he says. “We 
can always be in a better place but an 
awful lot of people have contributed 
to bring us to where we are now. The 
former players, board members who 
are no longer involved — they will be 
the ones I think about if we close the 
league out.”

He is right. Caulfield and his squad
will get most of the credit for this 
season, but those who worked tire-
lessly behind the scenes to bring the 
club back from the brink deserve 
plenty of the praise, too.

Without those who fought to keep
the club alive, there would probably 
not be a League of Ireland team in 
Cork. Never mind the best side in the 
country.

DONALL FARMER/INPHO

Cork have the 
chance to win 
the double this 
season for the 
very first time 

Rice looking like 
a tasty prospect 
for Ireland debut

S
ome time ago, Martin O’Neill
instructed the FAI not to give
weekly updates on the match-
es he was attending, but let’s
hope he was among the sizea-

ble crowd of 35,806 who were at the 
London Stadium on Tuesday night, 
where the Ireland Under-21 inter-
national Declan Rice gave another 
impressive reminder that he is ready 
to step up to the senior ranks. 

It was one-way traffic against a 
struggling Bolton Wanderers side but 
Rice, who has already started two 
Premier League games for West Ham 
United this season, looked in total 
command playing at centre half and 
the manager Slaven Bilic, who prob-
ably sees a little of himself as a player 
in Rice, remarked about the 18-year-
old: “Declan is only young on paper. 
He has got a football brain and the 
concentration of a 30-year-old. He 
has got everything to become a really 
good player.”

Tomorrow’s derby game against 
Tottenham Hotspur may have come 
too soon for Rice, particularly as West 
Ham’s league form has picked up in 
the last couple of games without him 
in the team, but there is still a buzz of 
excitement around the player. 

Capable of playing across the back
four or in midfield, he is one of the 
few players to come through the West 
Ham academy in recent years into the
first team. He was also named in 
O’Neill’s provisional squad for the last 
two World Cup qualifiers, though he 
didn’t make the final cut. The final 
double header of the campaign next 
month might not appear the ideal 
time to bring Rice into the competi-
tive senior arena. 

However, so jaded has the Ireland
team looked in recent months, both 
mentally and physically, that the 
injection of some new blood could 
energise the squad and even give 
O’Neill some options which he 
thought he didn’t have. 

If that reads like clutching at straws,
then so be it. As it stands, the next 
youngest Irish player getting 
game time in the Premier 
League is 25-year-old 
Robbie Brady at Burn-
ley. It would be nice to 
report that Rice had 
come through the Irish 
system, nursed carefully 
by Ruud Dokter, the FAI 
director of high performance, 
but in reality he is another 
who comes off the peg 
marked ‘English football’. 

Initially, he received his
footballing education at 
Chelsea, where John Ter-
ry was a strong influence 
and became his hero, 
but he was released at 
14 and then joined West 
Ham. London born, 

Rice has strong roots in Cork, so was 
delighted when he was called into the 
senior Ireland training session at Fota 
Island back in May, as he has relatives 
in the city suburb of Douglas.

He appears a nicely grounded indi-
vidual, one who also has the tempera-
ment for more heady occasions. 

Last month, Rice made his Premier
League debut in difficult circumstan-
ces, coming on after an hour at Old 
Trafford in place of Mark Noble, 
when West Ham were already 2-0 
down. Rice’s performance for the final 
30 minutes was the only silver lining 
on the afternoon for the east London 
club, who would go on to lose that 
opening league match of the season 
4-0 to José Mourinho’s side after the 
hosts scored two late goals. 

Noble, the club captain who made
his debut for West Ham as a 17-year-
old, is struggling now to get a place in 
the team, but is impressed by Rice’s 
attitude. 

“If they are good enough, they are
old enough,” Noble said after the win 

Paul Rowan
Football columnist

against Bolton. “Dec may be only 17 
or 18 and last season he was nowhere 
near it, but he impressed in pre-sea-
son and he has got his chance. 

“We didn’t have a great start, but 
Dec is going to be a top player. I’ve 
got high hopes for him. I am just try-
ing to blood him in really and give 
him little bits of advice. He’s a good 
kid and he wants to learn.” 

It’s always a good sign when the 
veterans such as Noble are happy to 

stop and talk when you mention
the name of Rice. 

Pablo Zabaleta was another
who rates Rice as a genuine
prospect. 

“He is one of the best
young talents coming
through at the club,”
Zabaleta said. “He’s
going to be a huge
player for West Ham.

“He can play in the
middle, he can play

across the back four. He
reads the game well and

he’s a strong lad. He has the
personality you need to per-

form and play in the Premier
League. We just need to help 

him. 
“He is really young, but he is play-

ing well and will get chances.”
Named West Ham’s young player

of the season and the FAI’s top 
Under-17 international, Rice is some-
thing of an endangered species in 
Irish football, but should thrive none-
theless. We can only hope the jour-
ney isn’t too lonely.

form and play in the Premier

Rice has made an 
impact at West Ham
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SPORT GAA: ALL-IRELAND SHC FINAL

[the Waterford board secretary] toldthem they couldn’t. Waterford had wonthe under-21 All-Ireland the year beforeand that whole crop of players werenearly lost [in the mid-90s]. Then GeraldMcCarthy came in [1997] and put a disci-pline and a professionalism on it.” That wasn’t the end of the heartbreakbut it was the beginning of Waterford aswe have known them for the last 20years: in the hunting pack or at least inthe conversation. Ahearne representedthe unblinking solidarity of those whosimply kept going: he managed theWaterford under-16s, the Waterford jun-iors, the Waterford under-21s. Not for theglory but for the giving itself. 
Dave Walsh and his crew were borninto it. Mary, his eldest, arrived on theday of the 1983 Munster final. Dave pad-ded about the hospital pondering how hemight pour a quart into a pint glass. “Isaid to the nurse, ‘C’mere, what time isUrsula due?’ And the nurse says to me,‘Why?’ ‘I was thinking I might whip up toLimerick for the Cork-Waterford match.’”She set him right; he stayed put. 

Of all his children, Mary was the onewhose giant passion for Waterford mir-rored his. She hoarded the match pro-grammes and the memorabilia and thenewspaper cuttings. When they lost her

tragically in a car accident in 2012 it leftsuch a hole in Walsh that he stepped awayfrom Waterford. For four years he fol-lowed the team from a distance. 
“I couldn’t face it,” he says. “Mary wasthe eldest. The leader of the pack. Theone thing I learned in our tragedy washow great an organisation the GAA is. Asa comfort around us at the time it wasphenomenal.” 
This year he returned to the road,threw in his lot with Club Deise and droveon again. When they reached the final heplaced a blue and white flag on Mary’sgrave. “Above in Croke Park on Sunday,”he says, “I’ll be waiting for her to give mea tap on the shoulder.” 

Unlike in 2008 he won’t hang aroundfor the post-match banquet. “I supposeI’m being cocky now but I feel so goodabout us winning this year that I want tocome home, sit down with a mug of teaand watch it again.” Hope survived every-thing. 
Ahearne will be in a commentary posi-tion alongside Kieran O’Connor for WLR.He hasn’t missed a hurling final since hisfirst in 1972: 48, including replays. “I’veonly seen my own county in it once andI’m trying to forget that day. It’s time forus to make new memories. Better memo-ries.” 

Galway’s best chance of winning?Denis Walsh Dominate Waterford in the air in a way Kilkenny and Cork failed to do and ignite the goal threat that has been dormant this summerMichael Foley Attack Waterford’s strengths down the middle of the field. Use their physical size to 
pressurise Waterford’s defensive system early on
Henry Shefflin The physicality, strength and most importantly the skill of their six forwards. Waterford haven’t met such a forward division this year

Christy O’Connor Playing around the Waterford sweeper but still 
exerting their aerial authority up front to get them on the back foot
What is Waterford’s best chance of winning?
DW Keep it tight and close for as long as possible and explore whatever doubts may still haunt Galway going down the home stretch
MF Make Galway’s big men feel 
smaller under the high ball, make Galway doubt their own gameplan and, crucially, tighten up their 
shooting
HS Getting a good early start, build up a few points lead and then with 25 minutes to go bring on that explosive speed from the bench
COC Get ahead early, force Galway off their stride, and convert a very high percentage of their scoring chances.
What is the key match-up?
DW Joe Canning and his Waterford shadow, possibly Philip Mahony. Galway don’t depend wholly on Canning anymore but need his 
influence
MF The battles at centrefield will be immense. Supremacy in that area has fuelled both teams drive on this yearHS Moran/Barron v Coen/Burke at centrefield. Waterford have won these battles in the last few matches and they contributed a lot of scoresCOC Conor Cooney v Barry 

Coughlan. Coughlan mostly looks to break ball for the sweeper but 
Cooney is a different challenge, especially in the air.
Who will win and why?
DW Galway. There is more depth and variety to their attack and at last their defence looks settled and balancedMF Waterford have often caused problems for Galway. Might be 
gaining momentum at the right timeHS I am giving a tentative nod to Galway. I know there will be a big Waterford performance but with such a good spine in the Galway team and that hurt from losing the 2015 final fresh in their minds I think it will carry them to victory

COC Galway. Their greater firepower, and ability to shoot from distance, should get them over the line.

BIG ISSUES: THE KEY QUESTIONS THAT COULD DECIDE TODAY’S FINAL

efficient they have managed 
in a big game under McGrath.

Barron has been averaging
18 plays per game but 
Waterford push him forward 
more during the second half, 
which is where Barron has 
made his biggest plays. It’s 
also obvious how strong 
Waterford have been 
finishing games, and how 
well they use their bench. 
Maurice Shanahan arrives as 
a focal point before their 
speed merchants are 
unleashed once the game 
opens up — Tommy Ryan, 
Brian O’Halloran, Colin 

stronger. Against Cork 
(twice), Kilkenny and 
Wexford, Waterford scored 
ten points from turning the 
opposition over in their own 
half and counter-attacking 
quickly. Their midfielders, 
Jamie Barron (11%) and Kevin 
Moran (10%) have accounted 
for 21% of Waterford’s scores 
throughout the season. On 
average, Waterford have 
scored 0-8 from frees per 
game, which highlights how 
their running/breaking style 
is drawing frees. Against Cork 
three weeks ago, the ball into 
their attack was the most 

On the night of last year’s All-
Ireland final, The Sunday 
Game concluded with a panel 
of experts selecting their 
favourite moment of the year, 
from Eoin Murphy’s fantastic 
crossbar catch in the replayed 
Kilkenny-Waterford All-
Ireland semi-final to Padraic 
Maher’s superb point in the 
second half of the All-Ireland 
final.

Michael Duignan though,
didn’t select any one 
moment, event, incident or 
flash of genius. In a 
roundabout way, Duignan 
explained the reasons for his 
choice. “When Waterford got 
a trimming in the Munster 
final, I wasn’t happy for 
Waterford but I was happy 
that the systems were shown 
up,” said Duignan. “Nobody 
wants to look at hurling being 
played like that. I was 
delighted that Waterford 

Christy O’Connor 

Waterford’s defensive certainty reaping benefits all over the fieldchanged their style and went 
and attacked Kilkenny. You 
might as well lose with 
honour than lose playing that 
sort of hurling. Because you 
can’t win playing seven or 
eight defenders.”

That has long been the 
theory but now Waterford 
have the ideal opportunity to 
disprove it. Waterford 
grappled with that theory 
themselves before they 
played Cork in June, when 
they ditched the sweeper. 
The players wanted to go at 
Cork in a more conventional 
manner but the performance 
almost screamed that this 
wasn’t the Waterford way 
under Derek McGrath.

McGrath has always 
spoken about the need to 
evolve, to become more 
attack-minded, which he 
felt the team would as 
they became more 
experienced. Waterford 
had taken the next step 
in that evolution last 
August against Kilkenny 
but they still didn’t 
move away from their 
core principles. Even if 
they pushed more 
bodies forward Waterford’s 

defensive system stayed 
largely intact. But against 
Cork in June, Waterford were 
often wide open. 

McGrath’s faith in the 
system is absolute at this 
stage because some of his 
most difficult days served to 
reaffirm that conviction. The 
first time Waterford did push 
up more — albeit only slightly 
— was at the outset of the 
second half in the 2015 

All-Ireland semi-final, and 
Kilkenny hammered them in 
that period. If McGrath had 
any regrets, it was that they 
didn’t disrupt the tempo 
more during that stage of the 
game.

When Tipperary destroyed
them in the 2016 Munster 
final, Waterford played 
largely conventional for 45 
minutes. It only looked like 
Waterford had an extra 
defender because Tipperary 
dropped a player back. When 
Waterford went seven points 
behind and abandoned the 
sweeper, Tipp cut loose.

After the Waterford under-
21s won the All-Ireland last 
year playing brilliant 
attacking hurling, it was 
only natural that the 
players would seek to be
more adventurous. For
most of the league, 
Waterford had changed
their style from a direct
sweeper to a drop-off
sweeper. Once the
opposition had the ball,
the centre-back 
dropped off to sit on the
D, while one, or both, of

the midfielders popped into
the centre-back position.

Tadgh de Burca more or 
less played as an all-out 
sweeper against Galway in 
the league quarter-final but 
almost beating Galway with 
effectively their second team 
possibly convinced the 
players they could be more 
gung-ho for the 
championship. When that 
alteration didn’t work against 
Cork, Waterford reverted to 
an all-out sweeper, which 
they have maintained since.

It was already clear in the
league that Waterford were 
conceding more from play as 
they tried to get more from 
their attack. Since they 
reverted to an all-out 
sweeper, they have conceded 
an average of 1-20, a figure 
inflated by two points 
because of extra-time against 
Kilkenny. In turn, Waterford 
have scored an average of 
3-22 in those three games.

There has been an obvious
spike in green flags. In 13 
league and championship 
games last year, Waterford 
scored just nine goals. In 11 
games so far this season, 
Waterford have clocked 19.

The system has evolved as
the team has got fitter and 

Dunford and Patrick Curran.
From a combined 14 plays

in his last three games, 
Shanahan has scored 1-3 from 
play and had assists for three 
more points. In those three 
games, Ryan, O’Halloran, 
Dunford and Curran have 
scored six points and 
engineered seven more.

For a long time under 
McGrath Waterford 
resembled the Kildare 
footballers in the 1990s: huge 
wide-counts tempered by the 
massive volume of chances 
created. That Kildare team 
were one of the architects of 
the modern football blanket 
defence but they didn’t have 
a real goal threat. And they 
didn’t win an All-Ireland. 

Waterford are creating 
more chances than ever. In 
their last three games, they 
had 128 shots at the target, an 
average of 42 per game. Their 
conversion rate has increased 
and goals have started to flow.

The system has evolved 
and improved. Now 
Waterford get the ultimate 
opportunity to disprove the 
theory that a team with their 
system can’t win an All-
Ireland.

Trusting Derek 
McGrath’s principles 
has given his team a 
real shot at history 

McGrath: 
faith in 
system

0 In their past three games, 
Waterford have had an 
aggregate of 128 shots at 
the target, an average of 42 
per game

0 Kevin Moran and Jamie 
Barron have accounted for 
21% of their scores 
throughout the 2017 season

0Austin Gleeson is their 

highest scorer from play, 
with 1-24

0 In five games, the 
Waterford subs bench has 
contributed 1-15 from play

0The most individual plays 
made by a Waterford player 
in one game was Tadgh de 
Burca’s 31 plays (albeit after 
extra-time) against Kilkenny 

WATERFORD IN ATTACK BY NUMBERS

D
ave Walsh was a boy of ten
when his late father Willie
took him to the 1963 All-Ire-
land final against Kilkenny,
Waterford’s last for 45 years.
They scored 6-8 that day and
lost. Though nobody knew it
quite yet, the cherished
team of the late 1950s and
early 1960s had exhaustedits brilliance. The events of a topsy-turvyday were branded forever on the littleboy’s memory: on their way home theWalshs were caught speeding in theirFord Prefect going through Thomastown.“I don’t know how fast we were going,”says Walsh, “because it was nearly pedalpower, like the Flintstones.” 

Terry Dalton was a Waterford selectorin 1963 and a family friend. He told Walshthat he should never be afraid to show hiscolours. As a boy he used to cut out news-paper pictures of Waterford players,fringe them with blue and white crepepaper, glue them to plywood and displaythem on the front gate. 
If you visited his school supplies shopin Dungarvan last week you would haveseen that nothing has changed. On dis-play in his window are his lifelong colours

and little relics of his journey in the van ofWaterford teams. In the love affair gloryplayed no material part. It was nogrounds for attachment. A lot of the timeit was a mirage in the middle distance; alot of the time it was less than that. Walsh started Waterford’s first sup-porters’ club in 1992, the predecessor ofClub Deise. That year they reached theminor All-Ireland final for the first time indecades and won the under-21 All-Irelandtitle for the first time ever. A year such asthat, though, stood out like a white crow.Most years hope never hardened intoanything. 
On the week of the 1998 Munster finalWalsh wrote a letter to Stephen Framp-ton, the Waterford captain. He wanted toexpress his gratitude and his pride. Theytook a caravan in Castlegregory that sum-mer and Walsh wanted Frampton toknow that the kids had it bedecked inblue and white. The holiday, though, wascut short by a day on the weekend of theMunster final because Walsh’s nerveswere shredded and he couldn’t stand thedislocation any longer. He needed gethome where he could see a reflection ofthe match in every like mind and familiarface. 

Walsh travelled with Terry Dalton tothat Munster final: loaded into his Toyota

Previs was a cargo of 11 pilgrims, includ-ing his eight children. No Garda road-blocks were encountered. 
Shane Ahearne was the assistantcoach to Gerald McCarthy that year. Hisplaying career had started weeks afterWaterford had been massacred by Corkin the 1983 Munster final, their secondsuch humiliation in successive years. Hewas just 19 years of age, promoted in theclear-out with a troop of other young-sters. “A lot of fellas just said, ‘I’ve enoughof this,’” says Ahearne. 

They won three games in Division Onebefore Christmas that year, including adram of revenge against Cork. Their firstgame of the New Year was against Kil-kenny, the All-Ireland champions. “I hadbeen playing centre field,” says Ahearne.“I went to the selectors and said ‘I want toplay on Frank Cummins.’ They said, ‘He’llate ya.’ He was Hurler of the Year. I said Iwant to play on Frank Cummins. I playedon him and it was one of my best daysever.” 
Waterford needed more players withAhearne’s dauntless attitude but theyboxed on with whatever they had. “Itmattered to me because all I ever wantedto do was play county hurling,” he says. “Iwas never going to give up. I lived for it.That was my life. There was no way I was

going to give up. But there were hardtimes. In my time we went down to Divi-sion Three hurling. We were beaten byMayo in a League match in Dungarvan. Iplayed for ten years but in my first fiveyears I played five championshipmatches: one a year.” 
When Waterford reached a Munsterfinal again in 1989 Ahearne was captain.Hope was up. Tipperary mangled them.In the 1980s Waterford contested threeMunster finals and lost them by an aggre-gate of 61 points. 
He togged out for the last time in 1993when Kerry came to Walsh Park and beatthem in the championship. That year wasa shambles. Numbers at training oscil-lated in and out of double figures. Aftertraining there was nothing for the playersto eat except for one night when a countyboard operative was despatched to rustleup something: he returned with a bootfull of snack boxes from Kentucky FriedChicken. 

Ahearne challenged the managementabout the general looseness of their prep-aration and was then dropped for histrouble. 
“‘Kerry will beat us,’ I said, ‘and we’llbe spat at coming off the field.’ I wasn’teven named on the six subs. Then theytried to bring me on and Seamus Grant

WAITING GAMEDenis Walsh 

Passion play: A young
Waterford supporter

celebrates a score and,
inset, former Waterford

hurler Mossie Walsh,
Ursula Walsh and David

Walsh

RYAN BYRNE

A lifetime of dreams and hope have been invested by many Waterford supporters for a day such as this



Kevin Kilbane, Irish Pride

Preston, England. 17-Year-Old 
Kevin Kilbane is engrossed in 
learning Amhran na bhFiann 
with the support of his cousin. 
He is conscious that if he is 
going to pull on the green 
jersey in front of thousands at 
Lansdowne Road he needs to 
know the lyrics. Fast forward 
two years and Kilbane is making 
his Irish debut in Reykjavik.

Growing up in Preston in the 
1980’s, all Kevin ever wanted 
to do was play for Ireland. He 
spent hours on the streets 
practising football, wearing 
his Irish shirt. He was the fi rst 
generation of his family to be 
born across the pond and that 
always lingered with him. As a 
youngster, Kilbane rejected the 
chance to play for England. He 
was aware it wasn’t the future 
in international football he had 
in mind although at the time he 
hadn’t been off ered the chance 
to play for Ireland. 

Throughout a noteworthy 
career Kevin handled many 
questions about his cultural 
identity. At the time the media 
in England branded players 
such as Kilbane, Jason McAteer 
and Matt  Holland as ‘Plastic 
Paddys’. It is evident that Kevin 
has a genuine grá for Irish 

culture. He is oft en pictured in 
his Mayo jersey and supports 
his beloved county regularly. He 
works here, he lives here and 
in my mind and his mind, he is 
without question Irish. 

‘It just brought everything back 
from when I was a boy watch-
ing Euro 88, Italia 90 and USA 
94 that this was where I always 
wanted to be. That’s what I 
always dreamed of becoming: 
an international footballer’. In 
1997, Kilbane played his fi rst 
senior game against Iceland in 
a 4-2 win. Kevin aff ectionately 
remembers hearing the anthem 
for the fi rst time and donning 

the green shirt as an ‘incredible 
feeling’ and one that he would 
like to bott le permanently. He 
revealed to me that he feels 
that game ‘shaped him’ as an 
international player.

The pinnacle of Kevin’s career 
was undoubtedly representing 
Ireland in the 2002 World Cup. 
Kevin felt ‘overwhelming pride’ 
knowing his family were in the 
stadium. It was his childhood 
dream and it had fi nally come 
true.  

Unfortunately, that infamous 
night in Saint-Denis will live 
long in Kevin’s mind for all the 

wrong reasons. With a place in 
the 2010 World Cup and Ireland 
dominating, chaos unfolded. 
That defeat aft er the Henry 
handball fi asco still pains Kevin 
today. ‘To lose that playoff  
in that manner certainly still 
hurts’.

Kevin was always emotional 
when he heard Amhran na bhFi-
ann. ‘I always thought about my 
family and what it would have 
meant for one of them if they 
could have had the opportunity 
to represent their country’.

I felt a remarkable connection 
to Kevin during this interview. 
His immense pride to be Irish is 
something we can all aspire to 
have. When 17 year old Kilbane 
was learning the anthem at 
home in Preston he would’ve 
only dreamed of having such an 
illustrious career. He followed 
his passion, you can too.

By Rory Cassidy

Learn from last year’s winner
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OPINION

Kieran
Shannon

O
n the same morning
of the sometimes —
and far too often —
farcical Galway-

Mayo clash in Salthill, Marc Ó
Sé, prompted by the flash-
points in another Mayo game
the previous weekend, wrote a
column in a national news-
paper posing the question:
‘Yes, Kerry are cynical, but
what county isn’t?’

The former Kerry great
outlined how nearly all the
best teams had players and an
attitude of never hesitating “to
do what was required”.

Examples: The Meath team
that battered a naïve Tyrone
team in 1996; a much more
streetwise Tyrone team in
2003; the Donegal team of 2012;
the Mayo team that “bullied”
Kerry last year; and the bril-
liant Kerry team that he and
his brothers played on.

“I have never denied that we
were cynical… This is the way
it has always been. There is
not a team out there that,
certainly not one that has
enjoyed any kind of success,
that does not have those
players or that attitude.”

While in many ways Ó Sé’s
column was refreshing for its
unashamed candour, its senti-
ment, combined with the
outright bolloxology that was
so pervasive in Salthill, made
us pose and ponder another
question: Yes, all the leading
teams in Gaelic football feel
the need to be cynical, but why
don’t champions in other
sports have to think and act
that way?

Did you ever hear anyone
say last summer that the
Philadelphia Eagles would
have to become more cynical
if they were to challenge for a
Super Bowl? That if the Pep
Guardiola project at
Manchester City was to be
realised, his team would have
to become more cynical? That
the reason why the Golden
State Warriors and Cleveland
Cavaliers had contested the
previous three NBA finals was
that the likes of Steph Curry,
LeBron James, and Kevin
Durant were willing to resort
to whatever it takes?

Of course you didn’t. You
might have heard alright that
City and the Cavs would have
to substantially improve their
defence, that their intensity,
focus and even aggression in
that department would have
to significantly increase, but
not their level of cynicism.

In fact, the pervasiveness of
cynicism in Gaelic football,
both between the lines and
in its general discourse, is
unrivalled in any other
team sport.

It was something that
struck us watching the
Super Bowl the other week.
How after every play —
say, a running back gains
three yards — there were
no sneaky afters, no lousy
cheap shots. After being
fairly, if violently,
tackled and stopped
by his opponent, he
was able to get
back up
unimpeded,
with no
member
of the
opposing
defence
acciden-
tally-on-
purpose
falling on top
of him, digging
him. Once that
ball was

protocol, there’s been hardly
one act of cynicism.

Flick on any soccer match
on the box. In the odd game
there might be the odd conten-
tious dive, but for the most
part the sport is played in a
sporting spirit, the nadir of
the 1990 World Cup a distant
memory. Its best players —
the likes of Messi, De Bruyne,
Kane — don’t have to stoop
to niggling or wrestling an
opponent to thrive and win.

In Gaelic football, though, it
seems our best players feel
they do. Just take the last
three Mayo games that have
been televised live.

As brilliant as the 2017
All-Ireland final was, it was
somewhat marred by the
outrageous and cynical acts
carried out in the closing
minutes. Picture a Messi or
Steph wrestling an opponent

to the ground to prevent an
entry pass, or hurling a GPS
or some equivalent of a kick-
ing tee.

Ten days ago in Castlebar,
they played Kerry in a desper-
ately tetchy affair. The Ronan
Shanahan challenge on Evan
Regan has been by now well-
scrutinised; less so the run-
ning battles off the ball in
which men repeatedly
dragged and pinned their
markers to the ground.

Then there was Salthill last
Sunday. More of the same. In
fact, worse, which prompted
me to tweet: “The amount of
bolloxology that Gaelic foot-
ball — wrestling, dragging,
sneaky afters — tolerates is
pitiful. Is that what you’d
want your young fella at?’

That’s what it comes down
to. The GAA has so much
going for it. A game from the
gods in hurling and, in foot-
ball, potentially one of the best
known to, and made by, man.
All played for the love of those
games and community, which
we are reminded of by almost
every corporate brand these
days. The latest of those ads is
brought to us by Allianz, in
conjunction with Micheál Ó

Muircheartaigh joyously
revelling in the wonder and
innocence of kids playing the
native games.

In time, though, playing
hurling and especially football
won’t be so innocent. Some of
those kids waved at by
Micheál will either resort to or
be subjected to acts that their
classmates who opted for the
cispheil nó rugbaí won’t.

There is something sad that
Peter Canavan, the best ball-
player of his generation, won
his two All-Irelands with his
last act seeing him jump on
the back of an opponent and
hauling him to the ground.
Likewise, the abiding image of
Lee Keegan, arguably the best
wing-back to ever play the
game, and Diarmuid Con-
nolly, definitely the best wing-
forward of his generation, will
be of them wrestling on the
ground when they weren’t
throwing GPS devices at each
other. LeBron and Durant
never had to resort to such
antics in their finals face-offs.

We know of clubs and teams
that have as a key perform-
ance indicator (KPI) the
number of smart fouls they
commit: Instead of fouling the

man in possession, they’re out
to spoil the runner before he
ever appears on the shoulder;
it’s not like the linesman is
going to notice.

However, in doing so, for
the glory of the parish or the
county, a little bit of the
human spirit is corroded.

Again, is that what you’d
want your kids to resort to? Is
it what you’d want them to be
subjected to? The kind of
insidious, underhand tactics
that someone like Aidan
O’Shea — a model of disci-
pline, to his credit — is con-
stantly exposed to in a sport
that is woefully policed?

Rules and regulations can
help. A black ball. Empower-
ing linesmen and umpires
more. Having a second ref on
the field. Harsher, longer
suspensions.

However, it starts firstly
with recognising the existing
culture and reality.

In its self-congratulation,
the GAA often refers to its
community and amateur
status as “unique to our
games”, but it also needs to
recognise and address that its
pervasive cynicism is also
“unique to our games”.

snapped, the Eagles defence
was out to smash Tom Brady,
but once the play was
complete, they left him
untouched. A game loaded
with aggression, but devoid of

cynicism, which
helped make it a

brilliant
spectacle.

Switch to
rugby, another
collision sport.
So far we’ve
had six games
in the Six
Nations and,

outside of the
French trying it

on with
the HIA

STRETCHING THE RULES: Mayo’s Cillian O’Connor and Galway’s Eoghan Kerin tussle off the ball during last weekend’s Allianz FL Division 1 clash at Pearse Stadium. The GAA needs to

acknowledge that, along with its much-heralded community and amateur status, there is a pervasive cynicism that is ‘unique to our games’. Picture: Diarmuid Greene

Only in Gaelic football is
smart, cynical fouling a KPI
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GREEN GIANT . . . Aaron Gillane (left) fends off Dan McCormack

By JOHN FALLON

DIARMUID BYRNES starred as Limerick blew
the new-look Munster SHC wide open with
this deserved win at the Gaelic Grounds.

It is a first victory in
the province since 2015
for Shannonsiders —
and John Kiely’s men
were worth every point
of it against a disap-
pointing Tipperary side.

Tipp manager
Michael Ryan can have
no complaint about the
outcome of this one as
the Treaty came of age
with an awesome dis-
play that was full of
running throughout.

Kiely made good use
of his bench to keep
up a tempo that Tipp
struggled to stay with.

Indeed, the visitors
managed just one point
in the final 16 minutes
as Limerick finished
strongly to secure a
badly-needed success.

The green-clad fans
in the crowd of 20,423
will hope this victory is
the start of a golden
era at senior level after
solid underage success
in recent years.

They will need to
improve their discipline
in defence after giving
Jason Forde the oppor-
tunity to shoot seven
points from frees in
the opening half.

The Silvermines club-
man obliged with each
of them to give the
Premier County a 1-10
to 0-12 interval lead.

Limerick corner-for-
ward Graeme Mulcahy
was superb in that
opening half, shooting
four points from play.

But the home side
struggled to push
ahead, with debutant
keeper Brian Hogan —
son of ex-Tipp net-
minder and manager
Ken — producing a
superb reflex save to
deny Gearóid Hegarty
after 17 minutes, when
the sides were dead-
locked at 0-3 each.

Aaron Gillane’s acc-
uracy helped Limerick
go back in front, but

then Tipp hit back.
Dan McCormack got
the opening goal when
he drilled home a
rebound after John
McGrath’s effort had
come back off the post.

The sides were level
three times in the first
11 minutes of the sec-
ond half.

But Limerick’s domi-
nance and sharpness
saw them pull 0-18 to
1-12 in front after 50
minutes thanks to
efforts from Gillane,
Hegarty and Byrnes.

Tipp responded with
Forde finding the roof
of the net after a deliv-
ery from Billy
McCarthy and Noel
McGrath edged them in
front on 59 minutes.

However, it was Lim-
erick who took control
from there with Byrnes
outstanding. After Gil-
lane levelled, he dou-
bled their lead after
Cian Lynch had scored
from out the field.

Any hopes of a Tipp
revival ended when
Barry Murphy raced
through to flick to the
net three minutes from
time. Game over.
 LIMERICK: N Quaid; S Finn, S Hickey,
R English; D Byrnes 0-3, 2 65, 1f, D
Hannon, D Morrissey; D O’Donovan
0-1, C Lynch 0-2; G Hegarty 0-2, K
Hayes, T Morrissey 0-2; A Gillane 0-8,
6f, S Flanagan 0-1; G Mulcahy 0-4.
Subs: D Dempsey for Morrissey 54
mins, B Murphy 1-0 for Mulcahy 54, P
Ryan for Flanagan 62, P Browne for
O’Donovan 67.
 TIPPERARY: B Hogan; A Flynn, S
Kennedy, D Maher; B Heffernan,
Padraic Maher, R Maher; W Connors,
B McCarthy; D McCormack 1-0, N
McGrath 0-2, S Curran; J O’Dwyer
0-1, J Forde 1-9, 9f, J McGrath 0-2.
Subs: S O’Brien for D Maher 43 mins,
B Maher for Connors 50, S Callanan
for Curran 53, Patrick Maher for
McCarthy 65.
 REFEREE: James McGrath (Westmeath).

It’s Diar we 
go as Tipp 
Byrnes out
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A TRICK  OR TREATY
Kiely conjures up magic 

DIVING 
AMBITION . . . 

Limerick full-back 
Séamus Hickey 

dives in to block a 
shot by Jason 
Forde at the 

Gaelic Grounds 

DIARMUID BYRNES 

THE wing-back was the rock on

which Limerick built this win. He

was immense as they snuffed

out the Tipp half-forwards.

The Patrickswell ace, 24,

landed three long-range

points – two 65s and the

third from a free. 

His leadership and

calmness under pres-

sure rubbed off on

those around him.

DIARMUID BYRNES
THE wing-back was the rock on
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TOMORROW
LEINSTER JFC: Quarter-finals -
Longford v Cavan (Pearse Park, 7.0); Wicklow
v Kildare (Joule Park, 7.0).

WEDNESDAY 
LEINSTER MFC: Rd 2 - Offaly v
Westmeath (O’Connor Park, 7.0); Meath v
Dublin (Pairc Tailteann, 7.0); Louth v Wicklow
(Ardee, 7.0); Wexford v Laois (Innovate
Wexford Park, 7.0); Carlow v Kildare
(Netwatch Cullen Park, 7.0). 

FRIDAY 
ULSTER UNDER-20FC: Quarter-
finals - Fermanagh v Armagh (Brewster
Park, 8.0); Tyrone v Monaghan (Healy
Park, 8.0). 
LEINSTER MHC: Rd 3 - Laois v Kilkenny
(O’Moore Park, 7.0); Kildare v Meath (St
Conleths Park, 7.0); Carlow v Down (Pairc
Tailteann, 7.0).

SATURDAY 
MUNSTER SFC: Semi-final - Cork v Tip-
perary (Semple Stadium, 7.0).
ULSTER SFC: Quarter-final - Down v
Antrim (Pairc Esler, 7.0. BBC iPlayer).
LEINSTER SHC: Rd 3 - Offaly v Wexford
(O’Connor Park, 7.0).
CONNACHT SFC: Semi-final -
Roscommon v Leitrim (Pairc Sean
MacDiarmada, 5.30).
LEINSTER SFC: Quarter-final - Laois v
Westmeath (O’Connor Park, 5.0).
LORY MEAGHER CUP: Rd 2 - Sligo v
Fermanagh (Markievicz Park, 3.0); Cavan v
Lancashire (Ballyconnell, 1.0).
ULSTER UNDER-20FC: Quarter-final
- Down v Antrim (Pairc Esler, 5.0). 
LEINSTER UNDER-21HC: Rd 1 - Ulster v
Carlow (Abbottstown, TBC); Laois v Dublin
(TBC, TBC).
LEINSTER MHC: Rd 3 - Offaly v Antrim
(TBC, 1.30).

RESULTS
SATURDAY

ULSTER SFC: Quarter-final -
Fermanagh 0-12 Armagh 0-7.
MUNSTER SFC: Quarter-finals -
Clare 1-23 Limerick 0-14; Tipperary 0-20
Waterford 0-9.
JOE McDONAGH CUP - Laois 1-20 Antrim
1-19; Carlow 0-21 Meath 1-14.

LORY MEAGHER CUP - Sligo 4-14
Lancashire 2-19; Fermanagh 1-19 Cavan 2-16

LEINSTER MHC: Rd 2 - Offaly 3-19
Kildare 0-14; Kilkenny 3-21 Wexford 1-12;
Antrim 0-16 Meath 0-11; Westmeath 8-18
Down 1-4; Dublin 2-21 Laois 0-7.

YESTERDAY
ULSTER SFC: Quarter-final -
Monaghan 1-18 Tyrone 1-16.
ULSTER MFC: Qualifiers Rd 3 -
Monaghan 1-20 Down 1-16 (AET); Derry 2-11
Fermanagh 0-5.
LEINSTER SHC: Rd 2 - Wexford 0-22
Dublin 2-14; Kilkenny 2-19 Offaly 1-13.

MUNSTER SHC: Rd 1 - Cork 2-23 Clare
1-21; Limerick 1-23 Tipperary 2-14.

JOE McDONAGH CUP: Rd 3 -
Westmeath 2-12 Kerry 0-15.
CHRISTY RING CUP: Rd 2 - Down 2-20
London 1-21.
MUNSTER MHC: Rd 1 - Cork 0-26 Clare
3-13; Limerick 1-17 Tipperary 2-12.

FIXTURES

BARRY
From Front Page

home scratching your
head wondering, ‘Why are
we training six times a
week and then not
performing?’

“This year, we said if we
can give performances that
we will be there or there-
abouts. And we will con-
tinue to do that. We’ll know
in a couple of months’ time
where we’re at.” 

Ultimately, Murphy’s late
goal proved vital.

Hannon added: “Barry’s
goal was the decisive
score and got us across
the line, so happy days.

“There is a good desire
from the boys and the
lads who came on made a
massive difference.

“Paul Browne made a
serious interception on
John McGrath, who was
bearing down on goal. That
and Barry Murphy’s goal
from the subs were huge.”

GAMETH
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A TRICK  OR TREATY
NEW Championship,
new Limerick.

For too long now, the
Treaty men have been
the great enigma of
hurling — shooting
underage stars, fizzled
out by senior, drifters,
here in May, long gone
by September.

Yesterday in the Gaelic
Grounds, this Limerick
team planted down a few
markers — and began to
create a new identity.

Yep, they brought the
dogs-of-war quality Limer-
ick sides have always dis-
played in Championship.

But this time it came
with an assured confidence,
a certainty that they were
better than the other guy.

Limerick won by six
points on a wet, grey day —
Barry Murphy’s 68th-minute
goal finally putting daylight
between the teams.

But in truth, Tipp were
hanging on for large peri-
ods, Limerick playing with
the control of a team that
believed in themselves. 

This was no hit-and-hope
job. They dismantled

Tipp, line by line.
As manager
John Kiely

made
his

way to the dressing-room
afterwards, he was inter-
cepted by a fan who leapt
into the manager’s arms: ‘I
f***in’ love ya, Kiely.’

Back out on the pitch,
with the rain bucketing
down and Tipp fans home-
ward-bound, Cian Lynch
signed autographs and
posed happily for pictures.

Séamus Flanagan walked
off the pitch in his bare
feet, clutching his boots
under his arm, and with a
big Championship scalp in
his back pocket.

Graeme Mulcahy propped
himself against a wall,
explaining to a group of
reporters what the victory
meant for Limerick.

As he did, a smiling
Diarmuid Byrnes strode by
and fired a light-hearted
volley towards his team-
mate: ‘Go away Mul, you’re
useless.’

Nicky Quaid, the rain
streaming down his fore-
head, pulled off his jersey
and handed it to a young
Limerick fan.

Heroes all, now.
It was one of those days

when the sun could not
pierce through the clouds
above the Gaelic Grounds.

But it felt as if, finally,
Limerick made the kind of

breakthrough they have
spent years waiting for.

But Kiely was busy calm-
ing down the emotion that
is beginning to sweep
through the county.

He said: “There are three
more games to go in this
round-robin series, so it’s
heads down and ready for
training on Tuesday night.

“It’s all about recovery
now for the next 48 hours.
It’s great to win, but it’s
only game one of four.

“There’s no getting carried
away.”

Down in the Tipp dress-
ing room, Michael Ryan
decided to hide away,
choosing not to talk with
the press.

Perhaps he had nothing
to say. Or perhaps he was
just afraid of what he
might actually say. 

His team had been out-
played and out-battled. 

Coming down the stretch,
in the 58th minute, a neat
point over his shoulder by
Noel McGrath gave Tipp a
2-13 to 0-18 lead they
scarcely deserved.

From there, the top teams
see it through, finish it out.

But for the remainder of
the game, Tipp added just a
single point. In that closing
period Limerick out-scored
the visitors 1-6 to 0-1.

When it mattered, Limer-
ick bossed it, owned it. Tipp
seemed bereft of leaders.

Kiely admitted: “We were
stronger on the day. We
were physically stronger.

“Fifteen minutes into the
second half, I really couldn’t
see any other result.

“I thought we were
getting dominant in

all the key areas,
particularly at

the back.
“The win

is signifi-
cant for a

number of factors. No  1 is
we haven’t won a Champ-
ionship match in a couple
of years and we needed to
win one.

“This is our first Champ-
ionship win with this group.
That’s a significant mile-
stone in itself.

“The challenge is there
now to build on that. The
hunger is definitely there
within this group.

“We have three games left
in the round robin — let’s
go and see what we can do.

“I’m sure there are plenty
of learnings in today before
we go to Cork in two
weeks’ time.

“There’s a great sense of
calmness and focus there
for the last few weeks and
it was reflected in our
performance there
in the last quar-
ter of an hour.”

But if Lim-
erick were a
team head-
ing in the
right direc-
tion, Tipp
looked 
unsure of
themselves.

Injuries 
to key play-
ers like
Brendan 
Maher and
Patrick Maher had
forced Ryan’s hand, but
still the juggling of their
defensive set-up — particu-
larly moving Séamus Ken-
nedy to full-back — sent out
a message of uncertainty.

It suggested Tipp were
vulnerable. So it proved.

Both sides were guilty of
bad wides and sloppy
patches of play.

But while some of those
mistakes seemed to eat at
Tipp, Limerick appeared
perpetually unruffled.

Aaron Gillane did not
allow some early wides to
unsettle him, while Byrnes
and Declan Hannon were
superb in a half-back line
that set the agenda all day.

Perhaps most satisfying of
all for Limerick was the

fact this was not a win
born out of a star

individ-

ual performance. This was
a strong cohesive team dis-
play. The collective.

Six of the Limerick team
were part of last year’s
squad that won the All-Ire-
land Under-21 title — Seán
Finn, Lynch, Kyle Hayes,
Tom Morrissey, Gillane and
Flanagan.

Séamus Hickey is the
only survivor from the 2007
All-Ireland senior final.

But the likes of Quaid,
Hannon and Mulcahy have
been firefighting on Shan-
nonside for years now.

As Mulcahy finished his
interview yesterday evening,
predictably, ‘Seán South
from Garryowen’ was blar-
ing from the dressing room.

But this does not feel like
the same old Limerick.

But by the time Lynch —
the last player to

leave the field —
made his way

to the show-
ers, Ameri-
can hip
hop artist
Mackle-
more had
replaced
Seán
South on

the sound
system.
Kiely said:

“The young
players have

adjusted well to it.
They just want to play.

“They’re not carrying any
baggage either, which is
half the battle. 

“Sometimes you could
have seven or eight seasons
under your belt, seven or
eight seasons of baggage.
These boys are coming into
it fresh and free.”

As he finished up, the
music flipped again as the
distinctive tones of Dolores
O’Riordan belted Zombie
down the tunnel.

The Cranberries. One of
their own.

The message in the music
is quite clear.

This is a team very much
of Limerick.

But a new Limerick.
‘In your head, in your

head, they are fighting.’
The Munster SHC just got

very interesting.

By GORDON
MANNING
GAA Writer
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they’re fresh 

and free

MAKE OR BREAK . . . 
Seán Finn breaks his 
hurley blocking Tipp 

forward John McGrath 
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POOL FEARS 
OVER SALAH 

INJURY
HLIVERPOOL face an anxious wait 

before discovering the extent 
of Mohamed Salah’s injury, after he 
limped out of an international with 
Egypt on Friday night. 

HInitial reports suggested Salah’s 
muscle injury picked up against 

Swaziland was not serious, but the 
Eyptian FA confirmed last night that 
the player will miss their next match on 
Tuesday and has returned to Liverpool 
for treatment. 

H“Mohamed Salah had complained 
during yesterday’s match versus 

Swaziland about stress in his muscle,” 
stated the Egyptian FA. “He was 
medically examined and underwent 
an X-ray post-game. 

H“Following communication with 
Liverpool’s medical staff, it was 

determined the player would be 
unable to play in the next match on 
Tuesday.” 

HLiverpool play Huddersfield in the 
Premier League next Saturday, 

with Salah now facing a race to be 
fit to play for Jurgen Klopp’s title 
chasers.

WORRY: Mo Salah in action for EgyptWORRY: Mo Salah in action for Egypt

BY KEVIN PALMER
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INSIDE: YOUR ACTION-PACKED SPORTS SECTION
}Kerry's 
new boss can 
stop Dubs 
dream of 5 
in a row~

SPILLANE
SEE PAGES 84&85

}Mo Salah 
doesn't make 
my Premier 
dream team of 
this season~

}Even with 
De Bruyne 
out City still 
the smart 
bet for title~
ROY CURTIS

SEE PAGES 94&95
ALDRIDGE
SEE PAGES 90&91

a Denmark side stripped of their 
one superstar, Christian Eriksen, 
(inset left).

Ireland stopped the defensive rot – 
but were again anaemic in attack as 
O’Neill deployed key players in bizarre 
positions.

The home side enjoyed only 36 per-

cent of possession and had just three 
attempts at goal compared to Den-
mark’s 15.

Yet O’Neill, who strongly defended 
his formation, strangely insisted af-
terwards: “Perhaps Denmark were 
hanging on in the end.”

O’Neill desperately needs win

over Wales to save his job

FULL MATCH REPORT INSIDE

DEN’ 
THERE 
WAS 
ONE...

 IRELAND..0   DENMARK..0 

By ROY CURTIS

MARTIN O’NEILL desper-
ately needs a victory over 
Wales on Tuesday – to  
silence debates about his 
Irish future.

O’Neill faces a winter of 
discontent unless his team 
can avenge last month’s 4-1 
Cardiff humiliation by Ryan 
Giggs’s side.

It follows last night’s hugely 
underwhelming display against 

Wales on Tuesday – to 
silence debates about his 

underwhelming display against 

UNDER PRESSURE: 
Martin O’Neill needs 

to get revenge against 
Wales on Tuesday night ONE...WALES BOSS: Giggs

Bridgetown College, Wexford

WINNER




