
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing: 

 

Strategies for Developing Skills 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

When Answering a Question: 

 

B.U.G. the Question!! 

 
 

BOX the instruction word. What is the question asking you to do? 

 

UNDERLINE the key-words/concepts. What are you being asked to 
do?  

 

GLANCE BACK at the question as you create your answer, to make 
sure you are staying focused on what is being asked. 

 

 

Example: 

 

Explain two reasons why the narrator wants to call home. 

 

two reasons why the narrator wants to call home. 

+ (Glance back at the question, throughout your writing of your answer, to 

make sure you are staying focused on what is being asked.) 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Pre-Writing 

 

In this first stage you:  

 
● generate,  
● select and organise  

the ideas you'd like to include in your writing.  
 
  
It will help you to  
 

• formulate your ideas,  
• determine the purpose of your writing, 
• determine the audience of your writing, 
• create a record of ideas, 
• decide what ideas you will use, and 
• organise writing structure.  

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prewriting Strategy Examples 

                     

 

           

 

 

        



 

 

 

 

Writing 

 
• At this stage, you compose the first draft of your piece of writing. 

 
• Use your ideas and plan, from the Pre-writing Stage to compose your 

work. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revising 
 

At this stage, you would look back at your writing and reorganise ideas, 
adding, changing or removing sentences, and adapting your choice of 
words to make sure the ideas are being conveyed clearly.  

There are two main parts to this revision;  

 Large-scale revision and  

 Small-scale revision. 
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Large Scale Revision 

 
During large-scale revision, you revisit your work, evaluating  

 

● if it’s on topic,  

● if it’s high quality, 

● whether it communicates effectively, 

● whether it’s  fully developed, and  

● whether it's properly structured. 

 

 

 

 

A.R.M.S. Strategy 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Scale Revision 
 

Proofread your work, checking for  

● clarity and coherence,  

● grammar,  

● spelling and  

● punctuation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Don’t forget to keep in mind the quality of your language! 
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