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Ukulele as a 
pedagogic tool

Miriam McDonnell
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Developing a sense of harmony

Si si si si do-la-do, Ya-ku sine la du ba-na-ha

Si si si si do-la-do, Ya-ku sine la du ba-na-ha

Ba-na-ha, ba-na-ha, ya-ku si-ne la-du ba-na-ha

Ba-na-ha, ba-na-ha, ya-ku si-ne la-du ba-na-ha

Ha, ba-na-ha, ya-ku si-ne la-du ba-na-ha

Ha, ba-na-ha, ya-ku si-ne la-du ba-na-ha
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Adding a simple bass line

Si si si si do-la-do, Ya-ku sine la du ba-na-ha

Si si si si do-la-do, Ya-ku sine la du ba-na-ha

Ba-na-ha, ba-na-ha, ya-ku si-ne la-du ba-na-ha

Ba-na-ha, ba-na-ha, ya-ku si-ne la-du ba-na-ha

Ha, ba-na-ha, ya-ku si-ne la-du ba-na-ha

Ha, ba-na-ha, ya-ku si-ne la-du ba-na-ha
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C D E F G A B

E F G A B C D

G A B C D E F



C F G

E A B

G C D



C F G

E A B

G C D
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C F G

E A B

G C D
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Simple

Triadic

Passing
notes

Developing a bass line
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Music theory
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Music theory
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Call & Response



C    1.

C        F        C F        C G

C F G

Riff 1



2.
F    

F    C F    C F    C G

C F G

Riff 2



3.

F    C F    C Am     G

F    

C F G Am

Riff 3 … with a surprise



C        F        C F        C G

F    C F    C Am     G

F    C F    C F    C G

1.

2.

3.

Can you recognise the riffs?



C        F        C F        C G

F    C F    C Am     G

F    C F    C F    C G

1.

3.

2.

C        F        C F        C G
1.

F    C F    C F    C G
2.

F    C F    C F    C G
2.



w
w

w
.p

d
st

.i
e

Musical nuggets - some more ideas



Musical nuggets, some more ideas
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