
Viva La Vida
Coldplay



Sing the following bass line
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change the order
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4

Bass Riff
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Could you hear any other 
stringed instruments playing?

6



Which of these played the high 
notes? Which played

the low sounds?

Which 
played 

the
mid-range 

notes
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Harmony



These are the chords for the guitar

We’re going to call this the harmonic riff
because we keep playing the same harmony 

over and over and over and over again
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Melodic

elements
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I used to rule the world

Seas would rise when I gave the word

Now in a moment I sleep alone

Sweep the streets I used to own
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↑ ↓
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Play JAWS 
backwards 

and call it the
SWAJ theme!
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Recognise 
this famous 

theme?



Let’s sing it with Coldplay
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I used to roll the dice. Feel the fear in my enemies eyes
Listen as the crowd would sing

Now the old king is dead, long live the king

↑One minute I held the key,
Next the walls were closed on me

And I discovered that my castles stand
upon pillars of salt and pillars of sand
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School’s Back!

Oh Sum-mer, seems so long ago now
‘Nother year of work real hard

No more time for going out

Work hard, head down, no more fun
First week back and I’m done, Oh mid-term break, wish it could be mid-term break!

End school please so we can go home now!
End school please so we can go home now!
End school please so we can go home now!
End school please so we can go home now!
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I used to roll the dice. Feel the fear in my enemies eyes
Listen as the crowd would sing

Now the old king is dead, long live the king

↑One minute I held the key,
Next the walls were closed on me

And I discovered that my castles stand
upon pillars of salt and pillars of sand
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Performance of 2nd part of Verse 1



I hear Jerusalem bells a - ringing,
Roman Cavalry choirs are singing.

Be my mirror, my sword and shield, 
My missionaries in a foreign field.

For some reason I can’t explain
Once you’ve gone there was never,

never an honest word
And that was when I ruled the world
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Chorus



A later version of the chorus

18



Can you hear the chorus ... I hear Jerusalem bells ...

Can you hear the oh.....section

Are they the same or different?
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I hear Jerusalem bells a - ringing,
Roman Cavalry choirs are singing.

Be my mirror, my sword and shield, 
My missionaries in a foreign field.

For some reason I can’t explain
Once you’ve gone there was never,

never an honest word
And that was when I ruled the world
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Perform with ‘oh’ countermelody
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Intro Verse 1 Link Verse 1:Part 2

The Form (or design) so far...

Harmonic Riff Harmonic Riff

“I used to rule 
the world”

Harmonic Riff

SWAJ theme

Harmonic Riff

“I used to roll
the dice”

School’s Back Round
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Chorus

Harmonic Riff

Bell Motif

Timpani

“I hear Jerusalem 
Bells..”

“Oh, Oh, Oh..”
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Learning Outcomes

Pitch - treble and bass and relationship between notes (High/Low)

Harmonic Riff

Polyphonic

Syncopation

Countermelody

Semitone interval

Retrograde

Wordpainting

Fusions with other genres



1. Hello

2. Dramatic Action

3. Goodbye

Now for some ‘creative’ fun
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