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LESSON PLAN 2: 
Martello Towers

Focus: 
� t� .BSUFMMP�5PXFST���MPDBUJPO�BOE�QVSQPTF��TUSVDUVSF�PG�.BSUFMMP�5PXFST

1. Resources
� ��� 5FBDIFS�JOGPSNBUJPO
� ���.BQ�PG�.BSUFMMP�5PXFST�BMPOH�UIF�DPBTU�
� ��� 1IPUPHSBQIT�PG�4FBQPJOU�.BSUFMMP�5PXFS
� ���%JBHSBN�PG�5PXFS
 5. Cannon on Seapoint Tower
 6. Student activity sheet

2. Introduction:
� ��� 3FWJTJU�%ÞO�-BPHIBJSF���JSPO�BHF�SJOHGPSU��"�.BSUFMMP�UPXFS�XBT�FSFDUFE�PO�UIF�TJUF�PG�-BPHIBJSF�T�GPSU�� 
� � *U�XBT�EFNPMJTIFE�JO������XIFO�UIF�SBJMXBZ�XBT�CVJMU��&TUBCMJTI�TUVEFOUT��VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�.BSUFMMP�5PXFST�

3. Development: 
� ��� 4IPX�OP����NBQ�PG�.BSUFMMP�5PXFST�����UPXFST�BOE����HVO�CBUUFSJFT�XFSF�CVJMU�BMPOH�UIF�DPBTU�PG�$PVOUZ�%VCMJO� 
� � JO��������UP�EFGFOE�%VCMJO�GSPN�JOWBTJPO�CZ�/BQPMFPO��5IF�UPXFST�XFSF�CVJMU�GSPN�#SBZ�UP�#BMCSJHHBO��5IF� 
  United Kingdom was at war with France at this time.
� � ���$BO�ZPV�HVFTT�GSPN�UIF�NBQ�XIFSF�/BQPMFPO�XBT�FYQFDUFE�UP�MBOE �8IZ�UIFSF 

� ��� 4IPX��
�QIPUPHSBQIT�PG�4FBQPJOU�5PXFS��%JTDVTT�TIBQF
�DPOTUSVDUJPO
�XJOEPXT
�EPPS��5IF�QIPUPHSBQIT�TIPX� 
� � UIF�NBDIJDPMBUJPO�GSPN�UIF�PVUTJEF�BOE�JOTJEF��UIF�NVSEFS�IPMF�BCPWF�UIF�FOUSBODF�QBTTBHF��UIF�HVO�QMBUGPSN� 
� � XJUI�UIF�SBJMT�PO�XIJDI�UIF�HVO�SPUBUFE
�QVMMFE�CZ�SPQFT�UISPVHI�UIF�SJOHT�PO�UIF�XBMM��UIF�GVSOBDF�GPS�IFBUJOH� 
  the cannon balls to white heat.

� ��� 5IF�EPPS�XBT�QMBDFE�IJHI�VQ�GBDJOH�UIF�MBOE��8IZ�XBT�UIBU �4PMEJFST�FOUFSFE�CZ�MBEEFS��&YQMBJO�GFBUVSFT�MJLF� 
� � .BDIJDPMBUJPO�	UIF�QSPKFDUJOH�QMBUGPSN�XIJDI�QSPUFDUFE�UIF�EPPS
�BOE�UIF�NVSEFS�IPMF�JOTJEF�UIF�EPPS

� ��� 4IPX����5IF�UPXFS�IBE�UISFF�MFWFMT��&YQMBJO�XIZ�UIF�BNNVOJUJPO�XBT�JO�UIF�CBTFNFOU�o�UIF�UIJDLFTU�XBMMT�� 
� � XIBU�FBDI�nPPS�XBT�VTFE�GPS��XIZ�UIF�DPQQFS�EPPS�PO�UIF�BNNVOJUJPO�SPPN�BOE�B�DPQQFS�LFZ�GPS�UIF�EPPS � 
� � 5IF�NJEEMF�nPPS�XBT�UIF�MJWJOH�BSFB�GPS�UIF�������TPMEJFST��JU�NVTU�IBWF�CFFO�WFSZ�VODPNGPSUBCMF��5IF�SPPGUPQ� 
  was where the cannon gun and flagpole were placed. 

� ��� 4IPX��
�QIPUPT�PG�SPPGUPQ
�HVO�QMBUGPSN
�GVSOBDF
�NBDIJDPMBUJPO�BOE�NVSEFS�IPMF��5IF�DBOOPO�DPVME�SPUBUF�BOE� 
� � mSF�JO�BOZ�EJSFDUJPO��5IFSF�XBT�B�GVSOBDF�BSFB�PO�UIF�SPPG�XIFSF�UIF�DBOOPO�CBMMT�DPVME�CF�IFBUFE�UJMM�UIFZ�XFSF� 
� � XIJUF�IPU��8IZ�EP�ZPV�UIJOL�UIJT�XBT�JNQPSUBOU �	5P�TFU�UIF�XPPEFO�TBJMJOH�TIJQT�PO�mSF


4. Conclusion
 1. Student activities: see attached sheet
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TEACHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
LESSON 2

Martello Towers
The ‘dún’ of Laoghaire was at the mouth of a small stream on a very rugged, uninhabited coastline. The little fishing 
village which grew up there much later, alongside the present site of  the Purty Kitchen was called Dunleary. In 1804, 
the British government built a Martello tower on the site of the ‘dún’ and the dún was destroyed. The tower was one of 
many built on the Irish coast at that time, but what were they for? 

At the time of the tower’s construction, the United Kingdom was at war with France, led by Napoleon Bonaparte. 
Ireland was part of the United Kingdom since the Act of Union in 1800 and the British feared that Napoleon would 
invade Ireland. An earlier failed attempt at invasion had taken place in 1796. The British authorities were afraid that if the 
French did invade, they would have been supported by the Irish who had revolted against the crown in 1798 and in 
1803. The principal target for the French was thought to be Dublin itself, and Dublin was very poorly defended. It was 
decided then to build a series of heavily armed small forts along the coast to protect Dublin Bay, starting at Bray Head 
and going as far north as Balbriggan, 28 in all. As well as a chain of Martello towers, there were several gun batteries, 
including at Dunleary. However, the French invasion never came and over time the Martello towers fell into disuse. The 
Martello tower at Dunleary was itself demolished in 1836 when the railway line from Dublin was extended through the 
tower site to its present location. All remaining traces of the dún of Laoghaire were erased at that time.

Several Martello towers remain in place. The Tower at Seapoint has a replica cannon gun on top and is open to the 
public at certain times. Several towers have been converted into private residences. South Tower number 2, Bray Point, 
was the home of Bono, star of U2 for a time. Possibly the most famous Martello of all, in Sandycove, was the home of 
James Joyce, the famous writer, for a short while in 1904. He immortalized it as the location for the opening chapter of 
his most famous work, Ulysses. Joyce left the tower after only six nights and walked to Dublin in the middle of the night, 
all because of a row over a black panther, but that’s another story!

The construction of the tower is interesting. Generally, a tower was built from stone quarried close to the site. In Dún 
Laoghaire that was obviously granite. The walls are very thick, to withstand gunfire from ships. The door to the tower 
was at first floor level and was accessed by ladder. This was the living area of the tower for the 12 to 16 men stationed 
there. On the ground floor, in the area least vulnerable to an enemy shell, was the ammunition store and there were 
trapdoors to enable the ammunition to be lifted to the top. The basement also accommodated the sergeant in charge, 
and the cooking area. Access to each floor within the tower was by a narrow staircase built into the wall. At the top 
was a very large cannon gun and the furnace chamber for heating the cannonballs to a white heat. This was intended 
to set the enemy’s wooden sailing ships on fire. The cannon could rotate a full 360 degrees to face an enemy from any 
direction. Above the entrance was a machicolation, a platform with holes in it that enabled the defenders to shoot at 
any attackers at the door. If the enemy did break in there was a murder hole above the entrance passage.

Interesting fact: the presence of gunpowder meant that great care had to be taken not to set off an explosion! The key 
to the tower and the door of the ammunition store were made of copper as were the studs on the men’s boots. Copper 
doesn’t spark against stone. 

There was one exception to the location of the door on Martello Towers. On Dalkey island the Tower was accessed 
though the roof! This was because it was surrounded by sea on all sides and there was no safe side to put the door.
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Machicolation and murder hole
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WORKSHEET 2
LESSON 2

Outline drawing of Martello Tower

� t� %SBX�JO�BMM�UIF�UIJOHT�TIPVME�CF�PO�FBDI�MFWFM

� t� $SFBUF�B�NPEFM�ESBXJOH�PG�B�.BSUFMMP�5PXFS
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Resource 6
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