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LESSON PLAN 5: 
From Kingstown to Dún Laoghaire

Focus: 
� t� 5IF�DIBOHF�PG�OBNF�GSPN�,JOHTUPXO�UP�%ÞO�-BPHIBJSF�JO�������#SJUJTI�JOnVFODF�PO�MPDBM�QMBDFOBNFT
� t� %ÞO�-BPHIBJSF�BT�B�IPMJEBZ�EFTUJOBUJPO�BT�FWJEFODFE�JO�QPTUDBSET

1. Resources
� ��� 5FBDIFS�T�CBDLHSPVOE�JOGPSNBUJPO
� ��� 1JDUVSF�PG�,JOH�(FPSHF�*7
� ��� 1IPUP�PG�,JOH�(FPSHF�*7�NPOVNFOU
� ���.JOVUF�PG�DPVODJM�NFFUJOH�UIBU�DBVTFE�UIF�OBNF�UP�CF�DIBOHFE
� ��� -FYJDPO�POMJOF�FYIJCJUJPO�PG�MPDBM�QPTUDBSET
� ��� 4UVEFOU�BDUJWJUZ�TIFFU

2. Introduction:
� ���%JTDVTTJPO�BCPVU�IPX�QMBDFOBNFT�DBO�DIBOHF�PWFS�UJNF��%VOMFBSZ�o�,JOHTUPXO�o�%ÞO�-BPHIBJSF

3. Development: (see teacher’s notes)
� ���(FPSHF�*7

� ���8IZ�EJE�(FPSHF�WJTJU�*SFMBOE�JO����� �)F�XBT�VOQPQVMBS�BU�IPNF�BOE�HMBE�UP�IBWF�B�IPMJEBZ�JO�*SFMBOE�� 
� � )F�IBE�MBOEFE�JO�)PXUI�CVU�MFGU�GSPN�UIF�MJUUMF�UPXO�PG�%VOMFBSZ�BGUFS�B�TIPSU�TUBZ��3FGFS�UP�TUSFFUT�OBNFE� 
� � BGUFS�(FPSHF�BOE�PUIFS�NFNCFST�PG�SPZBM�GBNJMZ��5IF�SPZBM�WJTJUT�BEEFE�HSFBUMZ�UP�UIF�BUUSBDUJWFOFTT�PG�UIF� 
� � BSFB�BT�B�IPMJEBZ�EFTUJOBUJPO��5IF�NBJMCPBU�XBT�BMTP�B�LFZ�BUUSBDUJPO�

� ��� 4IPX���UIF�(FPSHF�*7�NPOVNFOU�

� ���.JOVUF�PG�DPVODJM�NFFUJOH�PG������TIPXJOH�NPUJPO�UP�DIBOHF�UIF�OBNF�GSPN�,JOHTUPXO�UP�%ÞO�-BPHIBJSF� 
� � %JTDVTT�XIZ�UIF�OBNF�XBT�DIBOHFE�	/BUJPOBMJTU�NPWFNFOU�8BS�PG�*OEFQFOEFODF�SFKFDUJPO�PG�UIJOHT�&OHMJTI� 
  and associations with royalty)

� ��� 4IPX���FYIJCJUJPO�PG�IPMJEBZ�QPTUDBSET�PO�EMS�-JCSBSJFT�XFCTJUF�BU� 
  https://libraries.dlrcoco.ie/events-and-news/online-exhibition#dunleary

4. Conclusion
 See student worksheet
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TEACHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
LESSON 5

King George IV
When George IV visited the little town of Dunleary in 1821, he was on his way back to England after a short stay. He 
was glad to have been away from England for a while since he was not at all popular, so the visit was in the nature of 
a holiday. Work had begun on the new harbour at Dunleary in 1817 and the small fishing village had begun to grow 
into a town with hundreds of workers and their families attracted by the opportunity to work in the quarry or on the 
construction of the harbour itself. The little fishing village of Dunleary had a population of 300 in 1815.  This was to rise 
dramatically through the next 50 years.

King George named the harbour and the town ‘Kingstown’ in honour of himself!

King George was born in 1762, son of George III. When George III became mentally ill, his son reigned in his place as 
regent from 1811 until he was crowned king in 1820. The Regency period in British history is regarded as a time when 
new fashions were set in art, architecture and leisure. Both as regent and as king George caused a scandal with his 
wild and irresponsible personal life. He fell out with his parents and with his wife, whom he banned from attending his 
coronation, and lived far beyond his very substantial means. When Napoleon died, it was said that an aide approached 
George to say: ‘your greatest enemy has died, sire’ to which George replied ‘Has she, by God?” He was reputed to be a 
witty conversationalist, ‘drunk or sober’ and he was reportedly very drunk indeed as he left the newly named Kingstown 

As well as giving the new town a name, George is commemorated in the principal street, George’s St. Several members 
of his family are also honoured: Sussex St., Clarence St., Cumberland St., York St., Cambridge Terrace are named after his 
brothers and Adelaide St. after his sister in law!

Along the seafront in Dún Laoghaire, you can see a prominent monument to commemorate King George’s visit. There 
is also a monument to mark the visit of Queen Victoria who came on four occasions and gave her name to Queen’s Rd. 
Other British monarchs to have visited included Edward VII and George V. No memorials have been erected to mark 
their visits but like other monarchs, their elaborately inscribed initials are to be found on local letterboxes.

The royal visits added greatly to the attractiveness of the area as a holiday destination, and over time, the mailboat and 
the new railway drew many visitors to local guest houses and hotels. Daytrips to Powerscourt were popular. Sailing 
clubs were established and regattas attracted huge interest. Ladies and gentlemen enjoyed the sea air on a walk 
along the pier, and the Pavilion Theatre became a social centre for Dublin gentry. The popularity of Kingstown / Dún 
Laoghaire is very evident in the postcard display hosted by the LexIcon.

For more information on Dún Laoghaire and its harbour, check out ’You’d be Filled with Wonder – the story of Dún 
Laoghaire Harbour’,  by Séamus Cannon and published by Blackrock Education Centre 
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WORKSHEET 5
LESSON 5

t� )JTUPSJDBM�QIPUPHSBQIT�JO�UIF�-FYJDPO�QPTUDBSE�FYIJCJUJPO��5IF�QPTUDBSET�IJHIMJHIU�UIF�BUUSBDUJPO� 
� PG�,JOHTUPXO�%ÞO�-BPHIBJSF�BT�B�IPMJEBZ�EFTUJOBUJPO��8IBU�XFSF�UIF�QSJODJQBM�BUUSBDUJPOT�JO�ZPVS�WJFX 

t� $SFBUF�ZPVS�PXO�QPTUDBSE�PG�%ÞO�-BPHIBJSF�PS�PG�ZPVS�PXO�IPNFQMBDF��$IPPTF�XIP�ZPV�XPVME�MJLF� 
� UP�TFOE�JU�UP��'JOE�PVU�UIFJS�BEESFTT�BOE�XSJUF�UIFN�B�NFTTBHF�
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