Hand Identification Chart for Soil Texture Analysis
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ball falls apart easily
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TEXTURAL CLASS COMMENTS

Y

SAND VERY SANDY FEEL. HARDLY ADHERES TO
S FINGERS

- VERY SANDY FEEL. VERY LITTLE
— — LOA“{E SAND ADHESION TO FINGERS BUT MORE THAN

PURE SAND

g>_ SANDY LOAM SANDY FEEL. ADHERES TO AT LEAST
SL ONE FINGER. NOT SOAPY OR STICKY.

READILY WORKED

SOAPIER FEEL THAN SL BUT NOT AS
SMOOTH AND OR LESS EASILY WORKED
THAN Z. ADHERES TO AT LEAST ONE
FINGER

SILLT RARE AS A TEXTURE. SILKY
> SO Pk

NO PREDOMINATING FEEL. ROUGHLY

LOAM EQUAL QUANTITIES OF S, Z AND
- L C.ADHERES TO FINGER AND THUMB.

READILY WORKED

SAND CLAY LOA MODERATELY SILKY AND SANDY FEEL.
SCL ADHERES TO FINGER AND THUMB

MODERATELY STICKY WITH SILKY SOAPY
SILT CLAY LOAM FEEL. ADHERES TO FINGER AND THUMB.

significantly

ZCL MODERATELY STIFF WORKABILITY

CLAY LOAM STICKIER AND HARDER TO WORK.. LESS

silky/soapy feel ?

CL SOPY THAN ZCL AND LESS SANDY THAN
SCL ADHERES TO FINGER AND THUMB

SANDY CLAY STICKY WITH SANDY FEEL.TAKES A

SC ROUGH POLISH. STIFF TO WORK

SILTY CLAY VERY STICKY WITH SILKY SOAPY FEEL.

7C TAKES A POLISH. STIFF WORKABILITY

CLAY EXTREMELY STICKY AND
C DIFFICULT TO WORK

4 ™
Sticky point: moisture content at which dry soil being
wetted just begins to adhere to fingers
Workability: easy with which soil can be moulded between the fingers.
Because consistence varies greatly with moisture,
samples must be properly and uniformly wetted up
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Cylinder: approx 5cm long and 1.5cm diameter
Thread:  approx 13cm long and 0.6cm diameter
Ring: approx 2.5cm diameter formed from about

g8cm of above thread.
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Guide to field assessment of mineral soil texture by S. Nortchiff & J.R. Lang. From Rowell (1994)




