
The Devonshires held this trench, and The Devonshires 

hold it still. 

 

 

 



My great great grandfather, Walter Moyser 23/4/1884- 1925. Walter was born in York, 

England and lived at 28 Monkgate, York. His parents were Thomas Moyser and Elizabeth 

Rimmer. 

Walter was the youngest of the family by 6 years. His parents died when he was aged 9. 

They had entrusted his upbringing to his two eldest brothers.  When he was approximately 

14 years of age they had him articled to a York firm of solicitors.  

Little is known of his early teens until he ran away from home. After a while his brothers 

eventually discovered he had enlisted as an underage recruit in the Devonshire Regiment 

and was stationed at Exeter. They went to Exeter to claim him, but his Commanding Officer 

informed them he was an excellent soldier and would have a better career in the army than 

in civilian life, Walter remained with the Devonshires. 

 

Walter Moyser, Q.M.S Royal Devonshire 5608109; born 23 August 1884, 28 

Monkgate, York Yorkshire England. My great great grandfather fought for the 

British army on the allied side. 

 
 First Name: 
Walter 
Surname: 
Moyser 
Regiments served with: 

Unit Rank Service Number 

Devonshire Regiment Sergeant 8565 

Devonshire Regiment Warrant Officer Class 2 8565 

Archive Reference: 
WO 372/14/129980 
(Can be found at The National Archives in Kew, and contains First World War, War Office: 
Service Medal and Award Rolls Index) 
 



 
 

 In 1899 Walter joined the Devonshires. He was based in Hursley, 
Hampshire. He served in Greece, India for five years and North Africa. 
He became part of the 2ND Battalion of the Royal Devonshires.  

 



 

When World War 1 broke out in 1914 he was based in Cairo. His 
division returned to Hampshire to prepare for France. They 
returned to England on October 1st 1914 and came under orders of 
the 23rd Brigade in the 8th Division.  

 

The picture above is from the Hursley Park War Memorial, 
commemorating the 2ND Devonshires marching through the gates 
on November 4th 1914 to join the battlefields in France. On 
November 6th 1914 The Devonshires left Southampton by boat for 
Le Havre.  He served with the British Expeditionary Force. 

Location: Hursley Park. The 8th Division had no existence before the 
outbreak of War. The first units to arrive (from Malta) assembled on 

https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/maps/units/987/8th-division


Baddesley Common, near Southampton, and on 2nd October, 1914, 
Divisional Headquarters and available units moved to Hursley Park, 
near Winchester, where it completed concentration. 

 

The Battle of the Somme. 

The Devonshires fought in the battle of Albert 01/ 07/ 1916 where 
the British suffered 60,000 casualties. They successfully captured 
the area of German trenches but were later forced to retreat. 

Later that year they were part of the attack on Le Transloy 
23/10/1916. 

Ypres  

Walter fought in the 3rd battle of Ypres (Passchendaele). His rank 
was Quartermaster Sargent and as such he was not in the front line. 
However, in Passchendaele the order was for every man to hold 
their position and the trenches were not to be lost during the battle. 
They sheltered in a cemetery for 9 days from the German 
bombardment. 

When the war ended Walter was posted to Germany for a year and 
then shipped to Ireland where he stationed at Waterford Barracks 
in 1919. Waterford Barracks was destroyed in the Irish Civil War 
(1922-23) so most records of that time were destroyed also.  

Walter (Private Life) 

In 1920 Walter 36 years old met Nora Peters 21 years old. They 
were married in St John’s church Waterford. It was necessary that 
he converted to Catholicism in order to marry Nora.  



Here is a picture of their marriage certificate.  

 

 

Walter died in 1925 from a heart attack at the age of 41. He 

and Nora had 2 children Dorothy and Ernest. At the time of 

writing this my Great Grand Uncle Ernest is still alive and 

well at 98 years of age. It is he who supplied the medals 

case pictured at the end of this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a picture of my current family tree. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Walter’s Army Career 



Significant Battles involving the 

2nd Devonshires 

o 1914   Mobilisation - 04/08/1914 

 

           Neuve Chapelle (Moated Grange Attack 18/12/1914 

• 1915 
o Battle Of Neuve Chapelle – 1very 0/03/1915 
o Battle Of Aubers Ridge - Attack At Fromelles - 

09/05/1915 
o Bois Grenier - 25/09/1915 

• 1916 
o Battles Of The Somme - Battle Of Albert - 01/07/1916 
o Battles Of The Somme - Attack On Le Transloy - 

23/10/1916 
• 1917 

o Bouchavesnes - 04/03/1917 
o German Retreat To The Hindenburg Line - 14/03/1917 
o Battles Of Ypres - The Battle Of Pilckem Ridge - 

31/07/1917 
o Battles Of Ypres - Attack On Westhoek - 31/07/1917 
o Battles Of Ypres - Battle Of Langemarck - 16/08/1917 
o Assault Of Southern Redoubt, Passchendaele - 

02/12/1917 
• 1918 

o First Battles Of The Somme - Battle Of St. Quentin - 
23/03/1918 

o First Battles Of The Somme - Actions At The Somme 
Crossings - 24/03/1918 

o First Battles Of The Somme - Battle Of Rosières - 
26/03/1918 

o Villers Bretonneux - 24/04/1918 
o Battle Of The Aisne - 27/05/1918 
o Second Battles Of Arras - Battle Of The Scarpe - 

26/08/1918 
o The Final Advance In Artois - Forcing The Rouvroy-

Fresnes Line - 07/10/1918 

 

 

 



8th Division Major-General Havelock Hudson 

23rd Brigade 24th Brigade 25th Brigade 

2nd Battalion, Devonshire 
Regiment 

1st Battalion, Worcestershire 
Regiment 

2nd Battalion, Lincolnshire 
Regiment 

2nd Battalion, West Yorkshire 
Regiment 

1st Battalion, Sherwood 
Foresters 

2nd Battalion, Royal 
Berkshire Regiment 

2nd Battalion, Middlesex 
Regiment 

2nd Battalion, 
Northamptonshire Regiment 

1st Battalion, Royal Irish 
Rifles 

2nd Battalion, Scottish Rifles 
2nd Battalion, East Lancashire 
Regiment 

2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade 

Pioneers 22nd Battalion, Durham Light Infantry 

The Devonshire Regiment 
The Devonshire Regiment was a unit, with two regular battalions, one Special Reserve 
battalion and three battalions of territorials. 

 
Wyvern Barracks in Topsham Road (Image: Google) 
2nd Battalion 
The 2nd Battalion was actually in Egypt at the outbreak of war, eventually arriving in France 
in November. 

In December they captured a German position known as the Moated Grange costing 128 
casualties, before March 1915 saw them lose 284 men in heavy fighting. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th_Infantry_Division_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Havelock_Hudson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Rifles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durham_Light_Infantry


An attack on Aubers Ridge in May 1915 cost another 250 casualties. 

They then took part in the Battle of the Somme in 1916, losing 232 killed and 199 wounded 
when they attacked between Ovillers and La Boiselle. 

They then held off two strong German attacks at Cuinchy before being pulled back to 
recuperate. 

They lost their colonel and took heavy losses on the first day of the Third Battle of Ypres - 
known as Passchendaele  and lost his replacement in November of that year. 
Their brave defence and sacrifice in defending the German attacks of 1918 saw the French 
awarded the regiment the Croix de Guerre, whose ribbon all Devons wore on their sleeve. 

It was after their incredible work at Bois de Buttes, when they covered the withdrawal of 
the entire corps at a cost of 551 killed and missing. 

The war cost them nearly 1,400 lives. 

 

Bois De Buttes 

   



 
The memorial to the 2nd Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment, situated near the Bois des 
Buttes where the battalion was in action in late May 1918. 

The Inscription reads:’ The Devonshires held this trench, and The Devonshires 
hold it still’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Walter wrote to his cousin on 17/7/1915 from 

somewhere in France. 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Some notes on the letter written by George Moyser, USA, Nov 11, 2015 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 



Campaign Medals 

 
 

 
 

There were five campaign medals available for individuals who saw service in the First 
World War. Soldiers could be issued with a maximum of three of these medals although 
there are a small number of exceptions to the rule. 
Medals were impressed with the name of the recipient and usually included some or all of 
the following; service number, rank, surname and military unit. This might have been on the 
rim of the medal or the reverse of the Star. 
 

Walter received 4 medals for his service in World War 1. They were: 
The 1914 Star: 
 This is also known as ‘Mons Star’ or by the nickname ‘Pip’. It was awarded to those who 
served in France or Belgium between 5th August 1914 and 22nd November 1914. If the medal 
has a clasp on its ribbon, it signifies that the recipient came under direct enemy fire. This is a 
very significant medal as it represents the first 16 weeks of the war assisting the French 
holding back the German forces while new recruits could be trained and equipped. Almost 
378,000 of these medals were awarded. 

 
 
 



The 1914-15 Star:  
This medal was first awarded in 1918. It has the nickname Pip. It was awarded to all who 
served in any theatre of war against Germany between August 5th 1914 and December 31st 
1915. This Star was not awarded alone. The recipient had to have received the British War 
Medal and the Victory Medal. On the back is the soldier’s service number rank, name and 
unit. About 2.4 million of these were issued.  

 
 
 

British War Medal:  

This medal had the nickname Squeak. It was first awarded in 1919. It could be silver or 
bronze and awarded to those who served between 5th August 1914 and 11th November 
1918. About 6.5 million of these medals were issued. The medal depicts the head George V. 
It had the soldier’s number, rank, name and unit on the rim. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Victory Medal:  
This medal which goes by the nickname ‘Wilfred’ was awarded to each allied soldier .Almost 
5.7 million were issued. This medal was restricted and this is why it is a great honour for 
Walter to have been awarded all four. Not everyone who was awarded the British War 
Medal (‘Squeak’) also received the Victory Medal (‘Wilfred’). However, most soldiers who 
received ‘Wilfred’ also received ‘Squeak’. 
All soldiers who received ‘Pip’ also received both ‘Squeak’ and ‘Wilfred’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
These 2 documents show when Walter was awarded his medals. 

 



 

 

This is me and my grandfather Jim Skelton. Jim is Walter’s 

grandson. Here, we are pictured with Walter’s war medals. 

 



 

 

Gazette Page: First Name: 

W 
Surname: 
Moyser 
Resided Town: 
Kirby Moorside 
Rank: 
Quartermaster Serjeant 



Service Number: 
8565 
Gazette Info: 
Gazette Issue 31132. M.S.M. His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to approve 
of the award of the Meritorious Service Medal in recognition of valuable service rendered 
with the Armies in France and Flanders. 
Gazette Date: 
17/01/1919 
Gazette Page: 
987 
Duty Location: 
France and Flanders 
Service: 
British Army 
Regiment: First Name: 
W 
Surname: 
Moyser 
Resided Town: 
Kirby Moorside 
Rank: 
Quartermaster Serjeant 
Service Number: 
8565 
Gazette Info: 
Gazette Issue 31132. M.S.M. His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to approve 
of the award of the Meritorious Service Medal in recognition of valuable service rendered 
with the Armies in France and Flanders. 
Gazette Date: 
17/01/1919 
Gazette Page: 
987 
Duty Location: 
France and Flanders 
Service: 
British Army 
Regiment: 
Devonshire Regiment 
Battalion: 
2nd Battalion (Why is this important?) 
 

https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/records/5586069/quartermaster-serjeant-w-moyser-british-

army-devonshire-regiment/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/units/244/devonshire-regiment
https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/records/5586069/quartermaster-serjeant-w-moyser-british-army-devonshire-regiment/
https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/records/5586069/quartermaster-serjeant-w-moyser-british-army-devonshire-regiment/


 

Dorothy Moyser’s army pension card and pension book 

 

 



 

Trivia 

1.) Walter had a small circular piece of lighter hair on the left hand side of the back of 

his head. His grandson and great grandson have exactly the same birth mark 

2.) The Academy Award winning movie 1917 supposedly focuses on the 2nd Devonshires 

located in Croisilles Wood. However the war diaries of the 2nd Devons show they 

were in the town of Moslains on the 2 days the film is based on. It is thought that it 

was probably the 8th Devons who were there at the time. 
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Dedication 

My project is dedicated to my grandfather Jim Skelton and my great grand uncle Ernie 

Moyser who helped me so much and provided so much information. 
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