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Overview of the Evening

Time Outline

19:00 - 19:50 Session 1: Reflecting on Our Practice and Planning for the Future

19:55 - 20:05 Tea/Coffee

20:05- 20:55 Session 2: Developing Research Questions and Practical

Considerations supporting the IIS

20:55 - 21:00 Evaluation



Collaborative Workspace

Please open the Padlet and upload 
contributions when prompted to do so 
by your Facilitator by using the QR 
code or the link below: 

https://padlet.com/agsciencewebinar1
/remake-of-coursework-evening-
54kra08gpw6uto25



Session 1

Reflecting on Our Practice and 
Planning for the Future



Looking at the Evidence

"The skills developed in the specified practical activities will be 
used by the student to successfully complete the individual 
investigative study" (Agricultural Science Specification P. 27)



Looking at the Evidence

"In addition, some of 

the skills developed 

during the individual 

investigative study will 

also be assessed in the 

written examination."

(Specification, P. 27)



Looking at the Evidence

The brief will relate to an area of 

agricultural significance and be 

relevant to the cross-cutting 

themes of the course.
(Guidelines for completing IIS, NCCA, 2019)



Think Pair Share

Consider the following question:

In preparing your students to engage with the IIS brief, in 
previous years, what has worked well for you?

1. Take time to Think about it individually
2. Pair up with the person next to you and share your idea
3. Then Share with another two people.

Post your experience on the Padlet wall.



Feedback

What practices help 
to support all 

learners in 
completing an IIS?

What has been the best 
way to start the IIS with 

your students?

What time-line has 
emerged as being 

effective in supporting 
completion of IIS?



The theme for the 2025 brief 
is, “Investigate how 
change(s) in agricultural 
practice and / or advances in 
technology can contribute to 
a positive future for Irish 
agriculture”.

IIS Brief for 2025 Cohort



The theme for the 2024 brief 
is, “The role of food 
production in maintaining 
natural resources in Irish 
Agriculture”

IIS Brief for 2024 Cohort



Placemat Activity

Given the title of the brief what initial ideas do you have?

● Write down your initial ideas that 
you have on your section of the 
placemat.

● Share your ideas with the rest of 
your group.

● Collectively choose four ideas 
your group would like to develop 
further in Session 2.  Write these 
in the centre of the placemat.

● Post a photo of this to the Padlet



Collaborative Workspace

Please open the Padlet and upload 
contributions when prompted to do so 
by your Facilitator by using the QR 
code or the link below: 



Coffee Break



Session 2

Developing Research Questions 

and Practical Considerations 

Supporting the IIS



SMART Planning

Specific - the investigation should have clear testable question/hypothesis that 
it is trying to answer. Is it related to the brief? Does it focus on a single topic or 
issue?

Measurable- the variables should be clearly defined and measurable to yield 
data that can be analysed. Can we gather primary data safely?

Authentic- Is it the student's own work? Is it an original or innovative idea?

Realistic- There is consideration in the design to account for the equipment and 
resources available to you and that the investigation is safe.

Time- Can the investigation be carried out in a realistic timeframe?



Developing a Research Question

Using your initial idea from 
Session 1 can you develop it 
further using the template from 
pg 19, of NCCA Guidelines:

● Appendix 2: Suggested 
prompts for evaluating the 
suitability of a topic in 
response to the brief



Developing a Research Question… Further

After evaluating the suitability 
of your topic in response to 
brief complete Appendix 
3 pg. 20, of NCCA 
Guidelines:

● Appendix 3: Suggested 
experimental plan



Supporting Innovation

• Build on student interest

• Build on CBAs

• Build on SPAs – extend, adapt or 
modify

• Brainstorm e.g. SCAMPER

• Cross curricular links e.g. Technology, 
Coding

• Encourage innovation with approach 
to SPAs



Building on SPAs

The Individual Investigative Study 
allows students to design their own 
investigations, stemming from their 
areas of interest and/or experience 
in the field. They can also 
choose to adapt, modify and 
extend specified practical 
activities from the course. 
(Guidelines for the IIS, P.12)



Developing a Research Question 

https://www.scoilnet.ie/uploads/resources/33078/32822.pdf


IIS Supportive Information

A document containing helpful information for 
teachers and students about completing the 
written report of the Individual Investigative Study. 

It contains tips for completing each section as well 
as links to: 

- Referencing tools

- Literacy supports

- SEC Information Note & Marking Criteria

- Supportive informative videos 



Reflection

What practices 
from the Think, 

Pair, Share will you 
use with your 

students?

What was your 
experience of 

collaborating with 
colleagues this evening?

How can you encourage 
the learners in your 

classroom to 
collaborate on IIS work?



Evaluation

https://forms.gle/DRcYyMeyk7WF2y7c8
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